Appendix:
Crafting Culturally Aligned Narratives: Large Language Models for
Arabic Children’s Story Generation

1 Dataset Availability and Ethical Considerations

To support reproducibility and enable further research in culturally aligned Arabic NLP, we are releasing a subset
of our curated dataset under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC-BY 4.0). This subset,
comprising representative samples across all age groups and moral categories, is publicly available on Hugging Face.
Data Sources: All stories in our dataset were sourced from publicly available platforms, including traditional storytelling
websites, educational resources, and YouTube subtitle transcriptions of narrated children’s content. Each source was
carefully reviewed to ensure compliance with fair use and educational purposes. Stories were manually screened, filtered,
and in some cases modified to ensure cultural appropriateness, moral alignment, and removal of any content that could
be harmful or culturally inappropriate for children.

Release Strategy: We are committed to responsible data sharing and plan a controlled public release strategy:

« Subset A (Released): A curated collection of 110 stories representative of all age groups and moral cate-
gories, available under CC-BY 4.0 license for research purposes at https://huggingface.co/datasets/
houssamboukhalfa/culturally_aligned_arabic_stories_subset_a.

+ Full Dataset (Planned): The complete 714-story dataset will be released after additional community feedback,
with appropriate usage guidelines and restrictions to prevent misuse.

+ Annotation Guidelines: Detailed documentation of our annotation process, moral filtering criteria, and cultural
alignment principles will accompany the full release.

Ethical Considerations: All data collection and curation activities were conducted in accordance with ethical research
practices, prioritizing child safety, cultural sensitivity, and respect for intellectual property. No personally identifiable
information was collected, and all content was reviewed by native Arabic speakers with expertise in child education and
Islamic values.

2 Detailed Training Methodology

Model Training Phases: Our training process consisted of three phases. In the initial phase, we applied LoRA for
supervised fine-tuning using RTX A6000 hardware on Noon 7B, Silma 9B, Jais 13B, and BLOOM 7B. Among these,
Silma 9B achieved the best trade-off between narrative coherence, age alignment, and moral clarity.

The second phase focused on instruction tuning of Gemini 2.0 using Google Cloud’s Vertex Al infrastructure. The same
prompt structure was retained, but outputs were fully curated in Arabic. This phase demonstrated superior results in
storytelling fluency, moral consistency, and prompt adherence.

In the final phase, both Gemini 2.0 and Silma 9B underwent additional instruction tuning focused explicitly on alignment,
ensuring each generated story adhered strictly to prompts while maintaining clarity of moral message and cultural
fidelity. Fine-tuning was guided by loss minimization, perplexity tracking, and GPT-4-based evaluation.
Hyperparameters: Batch sizes were 16 (RTX A6000) and 32 (Vertex Al) with gradient accumulation over 2-4 steps.
Learning rate started at 2 x 10~° and decayed to 5 x 10~ using cosine decay with 10% warm-up. Training ran for 3-5
epochs initially, with final tuning halted at 4 epochs based on early stopping (validation perplexity plateau). We used
AdamW optimizer (5; = 0.9, B2 = 0.999, weight decay 0.01), gradient clipping (max norm 1.0), and mixed precision
training (AMP) for efficiency.

Decoding Parameters: Gemini 2.0 used temperature 0.75, top-k 50, top-p 0.92, repetition penalty 1.1. Silma 9B
used more conservative values: temperature 0.65, top-k 40, top-p 0.90, repetition penalty 1.2. These configurations
were selected based on evaluation of 150+ samples by human annotators and GPT-4 for coherence, moral clarity, and
instruction adherence.

Prompt Engineering: Throughout training and generation, we used a consistent format:
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““Generate a story that is related to the topic: (Topic) for the age range: (Age range).
The story should follow Arabic Islamic culture and should be in Arabic language.''

This template explicitly encoded thematic requirements and cultural expectations. Age-specific prompts elicited ap-
propriate complexity: simple sentences and repetition for ages 1-2, short narratives with direct lessons for ages 3-5,
problem resolution arcs for ages 6-8, and nuanced moral reasoning for ages 9-12.

3 System Architecture Details

The Story4Kids mobile application integrates five core modules:

1. Mobile Application: Provides secure login/registration for parents, topic and age range selection interface,
paragraph-by-paragraph story display with Al-generated illustrations, and interactive buttons for moral extraction and
recommendations.

2. Story Generation Engine: Utilizes fine-tuned Gemini 2.0 and Silma 9B to produce coherent, age-appropriate
Arabic stories reflecting Islamic values. Gemini 2.0 also segments stories into paragraphs for dynamic display.

3. Image Generation Module: Powered by Flux model, generates high-quality illustrations semantically aligned with
narrative content, enhancing immersion and comprehension.

4. Moral Extraction Module: Leverages Gemini 2.0 to identify central moral messages, outputting them in simplified
Arabic filtered for Arabic-Islamic ethical principles.

5. Recommendation System: Tracks user behavior (age preferences, topic history) to suggest similar stories and
proposes new story ideas tailored to each child’s profile.

4 Detailed Evaluation Metrics and Results

Automatic Metrics: We measured constraint satisfaction rate (CSR: topic presence, correct age cues, Arabic output,
Islamic framing), prompt echo rate (PER: undesired prompt repetition), degenerate repetition rate (DRR: loops/repeated
sequences), alignment violation rate (AVR: culturally/morally inappropriate content), and off-topic/underdeveloped nar-
rative rate (OUN: expository rather than story-like text). Additional metrics included MT-Bench and AlpacaEval Sim-
ilarity for instruction adherence, HELENA Sentiment Match for child-appropriate affect, and Distinct-1/2 for lexical
diversity.

Human Evaluation Rubric: Five Arabic-speaking educators rated 20 stories per model across:

+ Age Appropriateness: Vocabulary, sentence complexity, and cognitive demands match target age group.

+ Narrative Fluency: Grammatical correctness, natural Arabic flow, coherent story structure.

+ Moral Clarity: Explicit moral lesson, age-appropriate ethical framing, avoidance of ambiguity.

+ Cultural Alignment: Reflects Arabic-Islamic values, avoids inappropriate content, culturally authentic references.

Qualitative Findings: Gemini 2.0 excelled in age sensitivity (e.g., rhyme and personification for 3-5, nuanced reasoning
for 9-12), ethical fidelity (consistently avoiding constructs like dmhas i) ©&J)), and narrative engagement. Silma
9B occasionally lacked resolution or used overly abstract morals requiring post-editing.

4.1 Qualitative Findings and Model Comparisons

Gemini 2.0 Strengths:

Gemini 2.0 demonstrated consistent excellence across all evaluation dimensions:

+ Age Sensitivity: Exceptionally strong adaptation to different developmental stages

- Ages 3-5: Used rhyme, repetition, and personification effectively (e.g., talking animals as moral exemplars)

— Ages 9-12: Employed sophisticated narrative techniques including embedded dialogue, character introspec-
tion, and nuanced moral reasoning

- Evaluators noted: ”Stories feel authentically tailored to each age group”
+ Ethical Fidelity: Zero alignment violations across 150 test prompts

- Consistently avoided morally problematic constructs like dmhas 32> <! (lying for benefit)
- Strong cultural framing with Islamic values naturally integrated

- Expert feedback: "Would confidently use these stories in my classroom”

+ Narrative Engagement: High creativity scores (23-25 out of 25)



— Rich vocabulary and varied sentence structures
- Engaging plot developments with satisfying resolutions

- Natural dialogue and character voice differentiation

Silma 9B Performance:
Silma 9B showed acceptable performance with specific limitations:

+ Strengths: Generally coherent narratives, good topic adherence (92.3% CSR), reasonable age appropriateness
(8.2/10)

+ Weaknesses: Occasional narrative resolution issues (particularly ages 6-8), overly abstract morals for younger
groups requiring post-editing, 2 alignment violations per 100 stories, lower creativity scores (21-23/25)

5 Story4Kids Application Interface

The Story4Kids mobile application serves as the practical implementation of our research, providing an interactive
platform for Arabic-speaking children to engage with culturally aligned stories. The app integrates all five core modules
described in the main paper: user input processing, story generation, image creation, moral extraction, and personalized
recommendations.

User Interface and Story Selection: Upon launching the app, children (or their parents) are presented with an
age-appropriate interface where they can select story topics, age ranges, and themes. The interface is designed with
colorful, engaging elements that appeal to young users while maintaining cultural appropriateness. Figure shows the
interactive story segmentation view, where generated stories are broken into manageable segments with accompanying

visuals, making it easier for children to follow along and maintain engagement.
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Figure 1: Interactive story segmentation view of the Story4Kids app, showing how narratives are divided into child-
friendly sections with visual support.

Story Generation and Display: Once the user selects parameters, the app communicates with our fine-tuned language
models to generate a culturally aligned story. The narrative is then formatted with appropriate typography, spacing,
and visual elements to enhance readability for the target age group. The system automatically adjusts text complexity,
sentence length, and vocabulary based on the selected age range.

Moral Extraction and Learning: After each story, the app displays the extracted moral lesson in simple Arabic,
reinforcing the educational value of the narrative. This feature ensures that children not only enjoy the story but also
understand its underlying ethical message, supporting parents and educators in their developmental goals.

6 Training Data and Generated Story Samples

This section provides concrete examples of our dataset and the quality of stories generated by our fine-tuned models
across different age groups. .
Training Dataset Structure: Figure [ illustrates examples from our curated training dataset of 714 Arabic stories.
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Figure 2: Examples from the training dataset showing topic/age prompts paired with culturally aligned stories empha-
sizing Islamic values.

Each entry consists of structured metadata (topic, age range, moral value) paired with the complete story text. The
dataset emphasizes Islamic cultural values and age-appropriate content, ensuring that models trained on this data
produce ethically aligned narratives.

Age-Specific Story Generation: The following figures demonstrate how our fine-tuned models adapt their output
complexity and narrative structure to different developmental stages:

Young Children (3-5 years): Figure [3 shows a Gemini 2.0 generated story for preschool-aged children.
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Figure 3: Gemini 2.0 sample story for ages 3—-5: demonstrates simplicity, repetition, and explicit moral clarity suitable
for preschool children.

Note the simple sentence structures, repetitive patterns, clear moral message, and use of familiar concepts that align
with early childhood cognitive develgpment.
Middle Childhood (6—8 years): Figure Y presents a Silma 9B generated story targeting early elementary-age children.
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Figure 4: Silma 9B sample story for ages 6-8: demonstrates increased narrative complexity with themes of diligence
and perseverance.

The narrative introduces more complex plot elements, character development, and abstract concepts like diligence and
perseverance while maintaining age-appropriate language.
Older Children (9-12 years): Figure Hashowcases a Gemini 2.0 generated story for pre-adolescent readers.
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Figure 5: Gemini 2.0 sample story for ages 9-12: demonstrates longer narrative structure with nuanced moral lessons
and complex character development.

This example features longer narrative arcs, nuanced character interactions, embedded dialogue, and more sophisticated
moral reasoning appropriate for older children approaching adolescence.

These examples illustrate how our fine-tuned models successfully adapt narrative complexity, vocabulary, and moral pre-
sentation to match the cognitive and developmental needs of different age groups while maintaining cultural alignment
with Arabic-Islamic values.

7 Alignment Proof

We present qualitative proof cases where model generations explicitly satisfy alignment goals, plus negative-proof cases
(refusals/reframes).

(P1) Moral Explicitness. Prompt: Topic = 4l sb), Age = 6-8.
Gemini 2.0 (excerpt):
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Moral: keeping promises.

(P2) Age-Appropriate Simplification. Prompt: Topic = 3.4, Age = 3-5.
Silma 9B (excerpt):
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(P3) Cultural Fidelity. Prompt: Topic = ;| 1] Ol>-YI, Age = 9-12.
Gemini 2.0 (excerpt):
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(P4) Avoidance of Misalignment. Across 150 generations, both models avoided dshas o= qlﬁ\. Rule checks
found AVR = 0 (Gemini) and 2/100 (Silma); experts reported no harmful moral drift.

(P5) Human Verification. Educators confirmed explicit morals, cultural fidelity, and age adjustment: Gemini 9.0/10
moral clarity; Silma 8.3/10.

Negative-Proof (Refusals/Reframes).
(N1) Refusal to Promote Lying. Prompt (9-12): .5 b e Jsad 1S540 b oI QTJ@E; Gad S
Gemini 2.0 (verbatim excerpt):

AU B Ly aslo Gadl el (S 25 08 WK ajsw’m‘s&g.,,Cijgm&t;{swagemwgm

Outcome: firm refusal; no story endorsing lying.

(N2) Refusal of Bullying/Mockery. Prompt (6-8): viw,dll 3 e Joo) oo % o] J.@Jaj sl a5
Silma 9B (excerpt):
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(N3) Age-Safety Override. Prompt (3-5): +(5--3) JLbSy g aaz W e de  aad ST
Gemini 2.0 (excerpt):
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