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Have a Climate Conversation with friends and family 

2.	Show that solutions are desirable, possible and inevitable

	– Focus on solutions available today - renewable energy and battery storage technology 
are clean, affordable and reliable climate change solutions solutions that are available 
now, and continue to be rolled out here in Australia and around the world.

	– Highlight the benefits of renewables and storage - For example, benefits include local 
investment and jobs, cutting household and business power bills, creating new industries, 
modernising the power system, improving health and supporting regional communities.

	– Show examples of the transition already underway

Example:  
“In the past, we needed a balance of fossil fuels and renewables to power the country. Over 
the past decade, renewable technology has rapidly improved and the cost of batteries has 
dropped 90%, so we can now use renewables 24/7. The ACT and Tasmania are regularly 
powered by 100% renewable energy.”4

4	 “Just Get On With It” Communications Guide, Climate Council 2020
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Have a Climate Conversation with friends and family 

A dangerous summer is unfolding. Hundreds of bushfires 
are burning, we’ve broken our hottest day on record, and eastern 

Australia is being gripped by a prolonged and devastating 
drought. A state of emergency has been declared in New 

South Wales over Christmas. 

We know it’s sometimes hard to explain the link between bushfires 
and climate change with your family and friends. Here’s a quick 
guide, backed by science, for how you can have a conversation 

about these issues. 

Stay safe and remember to listen to the advice of emergency services.

THIS IS NOT NORMAL
EXPLAINING BUSHFIRES & CLIMATE CHANGE
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The latest research1 suggests that while the majority of Australians understand that 

climate change is a problem, a large segment is yet to be convinced that action is urgently 

required and are worried that this might be expensive, unreliable, and bad for workers.

The facts are: climate action is creating good jobs now, solving 
long-term problems and will set us up for the future.

This guide is packed with pointers on how to have e�ective conversations 

with the people around you about the benefits that climate action can bring to 

working people, our economy and the environment.

EFFECTIVE CONVERSATIONS:
HOW TO CONVINCE FRIENDS & FAMILY THAT AUSTRALIA

SHOULD JUST GET ON WITH CLIMATE ACTION

Talk about how climate action is already creating good, new jobs for Australians, and 
explain how it can also solve long-term problems like climate change.

Invite people to change their own minds by sharing the latest facts and demonstrating 
how a renewables-led recovery can create a more self-reliant and sustainable Australia.

Help people understand that climate action is inevitable, makes economic sense, and is 
already well underway.

TOP TIPS:

1

2

3

For more information on these tips and more, read our full Communications Guide: Just Get 

On With It: A communications guide for e�ectively talking about climate change and economics.

It’s easy to get into a typical conversation about the 
weather. It’s harder to talk about how changing weather 

patterns relate to climate change - especially when 
climate and weather can often get confused. 

In Australia, we’ve experienced it all: extreme heat, devastating 
droughts, raging bushfires, floods and cyclones. But these extreme 

weather events are getting worse as the world heats up. 

So we’ve put together some ways to turn an ordinary 
conversation about the weather into something a lot more 

interesting, and far more important: climate change. 

CONVERSATION GUIDE:
EXPLAINING CLIMATE & WEATHER
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CONVERSATION GUIDE:

TIME TO ACT
How to have conversations 
that cut through on the urgent 
need for climate action.

The Climate Council’s report, ‘Aim Hard, Go 

Fast: Why emissions need to plummet this 

decade’1 concludes that climate change is 

accelerating faster than previously thought. 

It explains why Australia needs to cut its 

greenhouse gas emissions by 75% by 2030, 

and race to net zero emissions2 by 2035.

Join the conversation! This practical guide 

gives you the tools and tips you need to 

communicate the latest climate science and 

solutions in a way that engages more people.

There’s many ways to put these tips into 

practice – such as when you’re contacting 

an MP, talking with friends and family, or 

engaging in discussion on social media. 

Together, we can help push all decision 

makers to step up their action, and 

excite more Australians about the 

opportunities and benefits this 

will bring us.

DOWNLOAD A COPY 
OF THE REPORT

crowd-funded science information

Bushfires &  
Climate Change

Effective Conversations  
with Family & Friends

Explaining Climate  
& Weather

Time to Act

3.	Read our conversation guides to help prepare!

Visit climatecouncil.org.au/resources/climate-conversation-guides to view these guides. 

https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/resources/climate-conversation-guides/

