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ABSTRACT

Fairness has become an arising concern in machine learning with its prevalence
in decision-making processes, and the trade-offs between various fairness notions
and between fairness and accuracy has been empirically observed. However, the
inheritance of such trade-offs, as well as the quantification of the best achievable
trade-offs, i.e., the Pareto optimal trade-offs, under varied constraints on fairness
notions has been rarely and improperly discussed. Owing to the sub-optimality of
fairness interventions, existing work fails to provide informative characterization
regarding these trade-offs. In light of existing limitations, in this work, we propose
a reformulation of the model-specific (MS) Pareto optimal trade-off, where we
frame it as convex optimization problems involving fairness notions and accuracy
w.r.t. the confusion vector. Our formulation provides an efficient approximation
of the best achievable accuracy under dynamic fairness constraints, and yields
systematical analysis regarding the fairness-accuracy trade-off. Going beyond
the discussion on fairness-accuracy trade-offs, we extend the discussion to the
trade-off between fairness notions, which characterizes the impact of accuracy
on the compatibility between fairness notions. Inspired by our reformulation, we
propose a last-layer retraining framework with group-dependent bias, and we prove
theoretically the superiority of our method over existing baselines. Experimental
results demonstrate the effectiveness of our method in achieving better fairness-
accuracy trade-off, and that our MS Pareto frontiers sufficiently quantify the two
trade-offs.

1 INTRODUCTION

As machine learning becomes increasingly integrated into various societal domains, growing concerns
have emerged regarding fairness issues (De-Arteaga et al., 2022; Barocas et al., 2023; Chen et al.,
2023a), where models can potentially reflect or perpetuate real-world discrimination without proper
regularization. Work has shown that fairness cannot be achieved simply through unawareness
of sensitive information (Pessach & Shmueli, 2022; Mehrabi et al., 2021), owing to the implicit
correlation between input features and sensitive information. Consequently, multiple fairness criteria
and fairness interventions (Hort et al., 2022; Li et al., 2023a; Pessach & Shmueli, 2023) have been
proposed to quantitatively measure and rectify the disparities between sensitive groups.

Empirical observations indicate that improvements in fairness may be accompanied by a deterioration
in utility, leading to the fairness-accuracy trade-off (Zliobaite, 2015; Menon & Williamson, 2018;
Zafar et al., 2019). It has been shown that there exists an inherent trade-off between demographic
parity (DP) (Dwork et al., 2012) and accuracy, under the variations in base rates of different groups
(Zhao & Gordon, 2022). Recent work demonstrates the intrinsic trade-off in fair representation
learning, where the removal of sensitive information can be detrimental owing to its correlation
with downstream tasks (Li et al., 2023b). Despite the insight of such theoretical analysis, it fails to
quantify such phenomena under a dynamical setting, i.e., how the accuracy changes as the constraint
on fairness changes. In addition, existing work has not yet theoretically characterized the trade-offs
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between fairness and accuracy for error-based fairness notions, including equal opportunity (EOp)
and equalized odds (EOd) (Hardt et al., 2016). Dutta et al. (2020) suggests that there is no necessary
trade-off between error-based fairness notions and accuracy; however, the analysis requires strong
assumptions regarding data and the classifier, hindering the generalizability to real-world scenarios.

Furthermore, existing work has pointed to the tension in enforcing different fairness notions simul-
taneously, resulting in the trade-off between fairness notions. Different notions of fairness have
been shown to conflict with each other, given the variations in base rates (Kleinberg et al., 2016;
Chouldechova, 2017). Such conflict is also known as the ‘impossibility results’. Going beyond
the impossibility, more recent work (Reich & Vijaykumar, 2021; Gultchin et al., 2022) states the
possibility of achieving various fairness notions concurrently, albeit with certain levels of fairness
violations. Nonetheless, existing discussion has yet to quantitatively characterize the inherency of
the trade-off between fairness notions. Moreover, while the correlation between such trade-offs and
accuracy has been recognized in existing literature, it remains unclear how the trade-off changes as
the accuracy values differ, impeding the discussion on balancing between fairness notions.

Following existing literature (Martinez et al., 2020; Wei & Niethammer, 2022), for a specific network
structure, we seek to find the best achievable accuracy under different fairness notions and under
varied fairness constraints, also referred to as the model-specific (MS) trade-off. For instance, when
choosing ResNet-50 as baseline, the ‘model-specific’ refers to all fairness interventions applied to
ResNet-50. We refer to Section 3 for a detailed discussion. This concept is also known as the Pareto
optimality (Hochman & Rodgers, 1969), where no action or allocation is available that makes one
individual better off without making another worse off. And the corresponding fairness-accuracy
curve by varying the fairness constraints is referred to as the Pareto frontier. Work including (Kim
et al., 2020; Jang et al., 2022) first addresses such topics by solving the MS optimization problem
based on a post-processing framework (Hardt et al., 2016) to approximate the MS Pareto frontier.
Curves of methods that are located in the upper right region under the frontier correspond to higher
values in accuracy and lower values in fairness discrepancy, i.e., a better fairness-accuracy trade-off,
as shown in Fig. 2.

Although it provides realistic quantification regarding the fairness-accuracy trade-off, there are several
issues with the analysis. First, due to the potential suboptimality of post-processing, the obtained
frontier can be suboptimal, with accuracy values along the curve falling below the best achievable.
This leads to a troublesome usage of the MS frontier, as the curves of different methods can go
beyond the frontier. We refer to Fig. 2 for the demonstration. Second, since the post-processing
framework is constructed by random flipping, the feasible regions are empirically determined by the
confusion matrix of each sensitive group. This makes post-processing on testing data problematic
(Kim et al., 2020; Jang et al., 2022): owing to the discrepancy between training and testing data, the
performance on training data and testing data may exhibit variations, leading to infeasible solutions
for post-processing on training data, as shown in Fig. 1. Consequently, the obtained frontier does not
lead to a meaningful upper bound regarding either the post-processing method or alternative fairness
interventions. Recent work characterize the MS Pareto frontier via an in-processing intervention
(Dehdashtian et al., 2024). However, as pointed out by the author, the corresponding MS frontier
is suboptimal, leading to improper assessment in the Pareto optimal trade-off. Wang et al. (2024)
proposes to approximate the model-agnostic (MA) Pareto frontier by directly optimizing the confusion
matrix, corresponding to the Bayesian optimal classifier. However, obtaining the Bayesian optimal
classifier can be very challenging, and the dependence on the estimation of joint posterior probability
can lead to large variations owing to the uncertainty involved. Furthermore, existing work on the
Pareto optimality has been limited to the fairness-accuracy trade-off, whereas the Pareto optimal
trade-off between fairness notions has not been properly addressed.

In this work, we propose a unified framework to obtain the MS Pareto optimal frontiers regarding
both the fairness-accuracy trade-off and the trade-off between fairness notions. We theoretically
discuss the suboptimality in (Kim et al., 2020; Jang et al., 2022), where we show the existence of a
better MS frontier under mild assumptions. Following the discussions, we reformulate the Pareto
optimal trade-offs as constrained optimization problems w.r.t. the confusion vector without reliance
on specified fairness interventions or exterior estimation tools, bypassing the problem of algorithmic
optimality. Based on our reformulation, we propose fair retraining for the last layer by adjusting the
last linear layer using group-dependent bias. We summarize our contribution as follows:

2



Published as a conference paper at ICLR 2026

• We theoretically discuss the suboptimality of the existing MS frontier and propose a refor-
mulation of the MS Pareto frontier.

• We extend our formulation to the trade-off between fairness notions, where we show the
dependence of the compatibility of fairness notions on accuracy.

• We propose a novel framework for retraining the last layer, and we prove theoretically the
superiority of our method over post-processing baselines. Moreover, we show theoretically
how our method deviates from the Pareto frontier, validated on real-world datasets.

• We validate from experiments the optimality of our MS Pareto frontier, as well as the
superiority of our fair retraining framework in terms of fairness-accuracy trade-off on four
benchmark datasets for both binary and multi-class classification tasks.

2 RELATED WORK

Figure 1: Demonstration of the infeasibility of
post-processing on testing data. The feasible re-
gions for post-processing on training and testing
data are specified by the triangles of different col-
ors. When the solutions on testing space fall into
the non-overlapping parts between training regions
and testing regions (the gray regions in the fig-
ure), they cannot be achieved by the same post-
processing techniques on training data.

Fairness Notions and Trade-offs in Fair Clas-
sification. There are three widely adopted fair-
ness notions in the community: individual fair-
ness (Kusner et al., 2017; Ilvento, 2019; Mukher-
jee et al., 2020), group fairness (Chouldechova,
2017; Bellamy et al., 2018; Narayanan, 2018),
and mini-max fairness (Martinez et al., 2020;
Diana et al., 2021; Abernethy et al., 2022; Yang
et al., 2023). In this study, we explore group fair-
ness criteria, specifically focused on DP (Dwork
et al., 2012) and EOd (Hardt et al., 2016). DP is
defined as ŷ ⊥⊥ a, where ŷ is the prediction of
a classifier and a denotes the sensitive attribute,
and EOd is defined by ŷ ⊥⊥ a | y, where y is the
ground truth label.

Existing work empirically observes that achiev-
ing a certain level of fairness typically comes at
the cost of accuracy degradation (Calders et al.,
2009; Zafar et al., 2017; Menon & Williamson,
2018; Barlas et al., 2021), and achieving cer-
tain fairness notion comes at the cost of another
fairness notion (Kleinberg et al., 2016; Choulde-
chova, 2017). In response, Kim et al. (2020);
Jang et al. (2022); Dehdashtian et al. (2024); Wang et al. (2024) use the Pareto frontier to characterize
this trade-off. Xian et al. (2023) states the inherent trade-off in achieving DP in fair classification.
Contrasting with these findings, some studies argue that enforcing fairness in machine learning
models does not necessarily reduce utility (Wick et al., 2019; Dutta et al., 2020), and the possibility
of improving several fairness notions simultaneously (Reich & Vijaykumar, 2021; Gultchin et al.,
2022).

Post-Processing and Last-Layer Retraining in Fair Classification. Fairness through post-
processing is a prevalent approach in addressing bias in machine learning models. This method
involves adjusting the predictions of a pre-trained network to meet specified fairness constraints,
typically through random flipping (Hardt et al., 2016) and adjusting thresholds (Corbett-Davies et al.,
2017; Menon & Williamson, 2018; Jang et al., 2022; Xian et al., 2023).

Recent work (Menon et al., 2020; Kirichenko et al., 2022) observes that re-training the last linear
layer could efficiently correct bias learned by an ERM model. Building on this, LaBonte et al.
(2023) suggests that retraining the last linear layer with misclassified data could correct biases
inherent in the network. Following this line of research, Chen et al. (2023b) proposes a strategy that
leverages machine unlearning, specifically applied to the last linear layer, to effectively eliminate the
learned biases. Mao et al. (2023) proposes a last-layer retraining framework incorporating fairness
regularizations and reweighting.
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αa Base rate of group a.
β Proportion of samples from sensitive group a = 1.
z Confusion vector.
Ac Matrix for calculating accuracy from the confusion vector.
ADP, A

′
DP Matrices for calculating DP from the confusion vector.

AEOd Matrix for calculating EOd from the confusion vector.
zb Confusion vector obtained by vanilla training.
zab Confusion vector obtained by vanilla training on group a.

Table 1: Summarization of notations.

3 PROBLEM FORMULATION

Let {(xi, yi, ai), 1 ⩽ i ⩽ N} be the training set where xi ∈ Rd is the input feature, yi ∈ {0, 1} the
label and ai ∈ {0, 1} the sensitive information, let fθ : Rd → [0, 1] be the function of classifier with
θ the parameters, a fair classification problem can be formulated as

argmin
θ

L̄cls, s.t. L̄fair ⩽ ϵ, (1)

where L̄cls = 1
N

∑N
i=1 Lcls(xi, yi; θ) is the average classification loss and L̄fair =

1
N

∑N
i=1 Lfair(xi, yi, ai; θ) is the fairness constraint. Let {(xt

i, y
t
i , a

t
i), 1 ⩽ i ⩽ n} be the test-

ing set, when Lcls is chosen as the classification error and Lfair is chosen as a fairness notion,
given a fixed classifier structure f and its associated feasible hypothesis space H′ ⊂ H specified by
the training data, the following reformulation of equation 1 corresponds to the MS Pareto optimal
fairness-accuracy trade-off:

argmin
θ∈H′

L̄t
cls, s.t. L̄t

fair ⩽ ϵ, (2)

where L̄t
cls =

1
n

∑n
i=1 Lcls(x

t
i, y

t
i ; θ) and L̄t

fair = 1
n

∑n
i=1 Lfair(x

t
i, y

t
i , a

t
i; θ). We defer the exten-

sion to multi-class classification to Appendix 12. The MS trade-off between fairness notions can be
similarly formulated based on equation 2. Given the feasible hypothesis space H′ and two fairness
notions Lfair and L′

fair, we aim to find the best achievable measure w.r.t. one fairness notion under
the designated sacrifice in the other fairness notion and in accuracy on the testing set:

argmin
θ∈H′

Lt
fair, s.t.L

′t
fair ⩽ ϵ, Lt

cls ⩽ η. (3)

4 CHARACTERIZING TRADE-OFFS IN FAIR CLASSIFICATION

4.1 PRELIMINARIES

Inspired by (Kim et al., 2020), we observe that accuracy, as well as various notions of fairness, can be
represented as linear transformations of the confusion matrix, allowing us to rewrite the intractable
problem in equation 2 into simple convex optimization problems. Let Ma be the confusion matrix of
group a and z = [TPR0,TNR0,TPR1,TNR1]

T be the corresponding confusion vector by vectorizing
Ma, Let αa := Pr[Y = 1|A = a] be the base rate of group a and β := Pr[A = 1] be the marginal
distribution of sensitive information, we show below reformulations of standard concepts of group
fairness and accuracy:

Accuracy can be written as Acc = Acz, where Ac = [α0(1− β), (1−α0)(1− β), α1β, (1−α1)β]
encodes the marginal distribution of data.

DP can be expressed as DP = |ADPz+A′
DP(1− z)|, where ADP = [α0, 0,−α1, 0] and A′

DP =
[0, (1− α0), 0,−(1− α1)].

EOd can be formulated as EOd = ∥AEOdz∥1, where AEOd =

[
1 0 −1 0
0 1 0 −1

]
.

Owing to the intractability of 0− 1 loss, it is hard to directly obtain the Pareto optimal trade-off in
equation 2. Alternatively, Kim et al. (2020) reduces the Pareto optimal problem in equation 2 to

4



Published as a conference paper at ICLR 2026

post-processing a pre-trained classifier on testing data:

argmin
z̃∈K̃

(1−Acz̃)
2 + λ ∥AEOdz̃∥22 , (4)

where K̃ corresponds to the group-dependent parallelograms on the FPR-TPR plane constructed by
random flipping (Hardt et al., 2016) and λ is the tunable hyperparameter. While such relaxation
provides tractable solutions for quantifying the EOd-accuracy trade-off, it fails to quantify the Pareto
optimal trade-off between fairness and accuracy, as discussed in the following lemma:

Assumption 1. The group-dependent ROC curves are concave.

Lemma 1. Under assumption 1, let K̂ be the feasible region constructed by combining random
flipping and threshold adjustment, let Φa : FPRa(τ) → TPRa(τ) be the function of ROC curve for
group a where τ ∈ [0, 1] is the decision threshold, for any z̃ obtained by equation 4, there always
exists a strictly better solution ẑ within K̂:

Acz̃ < Acẑ, ∥AEOdz̃∥1 = ∥AEOdẑ∥1, ẑ = z̃+ [0, δ, 0, δ]T ,

where δ = min{|Φ−1
0 ([1, 0, 0, 0]z̃)− (1− [0, 1, 0, 0]z̃)|, |Φ−1

1 ([0, 0, 1, 0]z̃)− (1− [0, 0, 0, 1]z̃)|}.

We defer full proof to Appendix 14. Regarding Assumption 1, we make this assumption out of the
property that the optimal ROC curves of a classifier are expected to be concave (Bradley, 1997).
In practice, when the ROC curves are not strictly concave, we still observe a better trade-off under
such construction. We refer to Fig. 2 for the empirical validation. Consequently, the MS frontier by
equation 4 does not provide an accurate approximation of the MS Pareto optimal fairness-accuracy
trade-off, where curves of different fairness interventions can possibly go beyond the frontier, and
therefore shall not be thought of as a proper baseline for evaluating the fairness-accuracy trade-offs.

4.2 PARETO OPTIMALITY IN FAIRNESS-ACCURACY TRADE-OFF

The MS fairness-accuracy trade-off in equation 2 can be rewritten as
argmaxθ∈H′ Acz, s.t. ∥AEOdz∥1 ⩽ ϵ, argmaxθ∈H′ Acz, s.t. |ADPz+A′

DP(1− z)| ⩽ ϵ,
where Ac, AEod, ADP and A′

DP are determined by the marginal distributions on the testing set,
rather than the training set. Owing to the non-linearity between z and θ, we instead seek to find
the supremum of the MS Pareto optimal trade-off. We first state observations that help tighten the
upper-bound:

Optimality of accuracy in vanilla training. Regarding fairness interventions, imposing non-trivial
constraints ϵ shall result in no better classification loss compared with vanilla training. Consequently,
let zb be the the confusion vector obtained from the baseline model, we have the following upper-
bound regarding z: Acz ⩽ Aczb(θ̂), θ̂ = argminθ

1
N

∑N
i=1 Lcls (xi, yi).

Optimality of group-dependent accuracy. The classification accuracy within each sensitive group
shall be upper-bounded by the accuracy under vanilla training, and imposing fairness interventions
on sensitive groups shall not lead to improved in-group accuracy. Owing to the potential overlap
of information between different sensitive groups, we consider two different strategies for upper-
bounding group-dependent accuracy, where the supremum is taken over the resulting accuracies:
1. vanilla training on the corresponding group alone; 2. vanilla training on the whole training data.
Let zab = [TPRa,TNRa, 0, 0] be the confusion vector of group a and Aa

c = [αa, (1 − αa), 0, 0],
we have the following upper-bound regarding group-wise accuracy: Aa

cz ⩽ Aa
cz

a
b , A

a
cz

a
b =

max{Aa
cz

a
b (θ̂),A

a
cz

a
b (θ̂

a)} where θ̂a = argminθ
1

|{i|ai=a}|
∑

{i|ai=a} Lcls (xi, yi).

Based on the constraints on group-wise accuracy and overall accuracy, we reformulate the optimiza-
tion problem w.r.t. θ into the convex optimization problem w.r.t. z as follows:

argmax
z∈K

Acz, s.t. ∥AEOdz∥1 ⩽ ϵ,

argmax
z∈K

Acz, s.t. |ADPz+A′
DP(1− z)| ⩽ ϵ,

(5)

where K := {z|0 ⩽ z ⩽ 1;Aczb ⩾ Acz;A
a
cz

a
b ⩾ Aa

cz} specifies the feasible region of z. Since we
do not impose any specific fairness relaxations on f , our formulation naturally corresponds to the
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supremum of the Pareto optimal fairness-accuracy trade-off. The values of zb and zab are determined
under multiple randomized initializations of f to approximate the best achievable testing accuracy
within H′ specified by training, rather than testing data.

The reformulation in equation 5 provides us with a quick estimation regarding z due to the low-
dimensionality. Specifically, under each inequality constraint ϵi ∈ E := { i

T |0 ⩽ i ⩽ T} uniformly
sampled within the interval [0, 1] where 1

T is the sampling interval, we solve the convex optimization
problem in equation 5 to approximate the best-achievable accuracy Aczi under such fairness violation.
The corresponding (ϵi,Aczi)’s then form the Pareto optimal frontier on the fairness-accuracy plane.

4.3 PARETO OPTIMALITY IN THE TRADE-OFF BETWEEN FAIRNESS NOTIONS

Following our discussion on the fairness-accuracy trade-off, we reformulate the optimization problem
in equation 3 w.r.t. z. Specifically, regarding the trade-off between DP and EOd, we characterize the
problem as follows:

argmin
z∈K

|ADPz+A′
DP(1− z)| , s.t. ∥AEOdz∥1 ⩽ ϵ, Acz ⩾ η.

By varying ϵ and η, we are able to approximate the best-achievable trade-off between fairness notions
under different accuracy values, corresponding to a set of contours on the EOd-DP plane. Owing to
the dependence on Acz, one natural question is, under what accuracy does the trade-off between DP
and EOd vanish? The following lemma states the incompatibility of achieving both fairness notions
simultaneously:
Lemma 2. If α0 ̸= α1, the optimal classifier that achieves both DP and EOd will always have the
same accuracy as a constant predictor.

We defer full proof to Appendix 15. Lemma 2 points to the inherence in the EOd-DP trade-off;
consequently, when evaluating fairness interventions, instead of expecting small violations in both DP
and EOd, a more reasonable evaluation can be based on the Pareto optimality in the EOd-DP trade-off,
where curves of methods that lie closer to their Pareto optimums indicate better improvement in
fairness. We refer to Section 6.3 for the detailed discussion.

5 FAIR RETRAINING

5.1 OPTIMIZATION PROBLEM

Inspired by our formulation of the MS Pareto frontier, we seek to directly optimize over the fairness
notions so as to achieve better trade-offs. Specifically, the Lagrangian function of equation 5 can be
written as

LEOd(z, λ) = Acz− (λ ∥AEOdz∥1 − λϵ),

LDP(z, λ) = Acz− (λ |ADPz+A′
DP(1− z)| − λϵ).

For a chosen classifier structure f , we may think of it as the composition of two separate models: the
encoder g : Rd → Rm, which maps the input feature to the latent space, and a linear classification
head h : Rm → [0, 1], which maps the latent representation to the soft prediction. For a pre-trained
fixed encoder g, the optimization objective becomes much simpler owing to the linearity of the
last layer. Nonetheless, the density estimations in high-dimensional latent space could still be
challenging. We therefore consider the following two-layer reformulation of h: a linear projection
head h1 : Rm → Rdim, which projects the latent representation to a low-dimensional space, and
a linear classification head h2 : Rdim → [0, 1]. During retraining, we only update the linear
classification head h2, while the projection head remains frozen.

Inspired by work on threshold adjustment (Jang et al., 2022), we seek to further increase the degree
of freedom when updating the classification head. Let [x̂0

i , x̂
1
i ] = h1 ◦ g(xi) be the output of h1 and

x̂ be the input feature of h2, We consider the alternative modelling of the projected data:

x̂i = [x̂0
i , x̂

1
i ,1[ai = 0],1[ai = 1]].

Such formulation allows us to apply group-dependent bias terms, which correlates with tuning group-
dependent thresholds. Correspondingly, let [w, b0, b1] be the parameters of h2 where ba represents the
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group-dependent bias, let pya be the estimated distribution of x̂ in the subgroup {i|yi = y, ai = a},
we can approximate z as the integral form: TPRa =

∫
wT x̂+ba⩾0

p1a, TNRa =
∫
wx̂+ba<0

p0a. And
the optimization problem regarding h2 can be formulated as

argmax
w,b0,b1

Acc(fya;w, b0, b1)− λEOd(fya;w, b0, b1), (6)

argmax
w,b0,b1

Acc(fya;w, b0, b1)− λDP(fya;w, b0, b1). (7)

Let {w∗, b∗} be the parameters of classification head by the baseline model, when the normal
vector of h2 is chosen as w∗, our formulation is equivalent as thresholding (Jang et al., 2022):
h2(xi) = σ(w∗xi + ba) = σ(h∗

2(xi) + ca), where ca = ba − b∗ is the group-dependent threshold
and σ(x) is the sigmoid function.

5.2 THEORETICAL ANALYSIS

While our retraining framework naturally includes thresholding, its connection with post-processing
under random flipping (Kim et al., 2020) remains unclear. We ’ll focus on the EOd optimum, which
quantifies the best achievable accuracy under zero EOd:
Definition 1. The EOd optimum r∗ of a fairness intervention corresponds to the between-group
intersectional point in FPR − TPR plane with the optimal accuracy (e.g., the red star in Fig. 1):

max
r∗∈Rf

Acc, s.t.EOd = 0,

where Rf is the feasible region of the fairness intervention in FPR − TPR plane determined by the
training data.

And the following theorem states the superiority of our EOd optimum over alternative baselines:
Theorem 1. Under assumption 1, the EOd optimum z∗ by our method achieves strictly better
accuracy compared with the EOd optimum z′∗ by random flipping.

We defer full proof to Appendix 16. Theorem 1 establishes that, under mild assumptions, our method
achieves superior performance compared to the average performance of flipping, i.e., random flipping.
Specifically, our method attains not only better near-optimality, as proved in (Jang et al., 2022), but
also strictly better accuracy in terms of EOd optimum compared with random flipping.

Comparison with thresholding. Owing to the group-dependent bias, when choosing w = w∗, our
method recovers the same ROC curves as the threshold adjustment (Jang et al., 2022), indicating a
better or comparable EOd optimum.

We move on to discuss the optimality of our retraining framework compared with the Pareto frontier.
Following conventional modelling (Sagawa et al., 2020; Yao et al., 2022; Wang & Wang, 2024), we
make the following assumption regarding logits l of each subgroup:

li ∼ N (µya, s
2), i ∈ {i|yi = y, ai = a}

where the logits of different subgroups share same variance s2 and differ only in group mean µya.
While the assumption on equal variance seems a bit strong, recent work has pointed to the convergence
of group variance under vanilla training (Lu et al., 2024). The following theorem quantifies the
accuracy drop of our method where the EOd optimum is attained:
Lemma 3. Let γ := α0 + α1β − α0β, under fixed µya and s, the group-dependent threshold c∗a of
EOd optimum can be written as

c∗0 =
s2

µ11 − µ01
log

(
1− γ

γ

)
+

2µ10 − µ11 + µ01

2
, c∗1 =

s2

µ11 − µ01
log

(
1− γ

γ

)
+

µ11 + µ01

2
.

Theorem 2. Let k = argmink
∫∞
−∞ || erf(x) − tanh(kx)||2 and µ′

y := k
c∗1−µy1√

2s
, let zb be the

confusion vector under vanilla training and z∗ be the confusion vector of EOd optimum under our
method, we have the following estimation of accuracy drop when attaining EOd optimum:

|Aczb −Acz
∗| = 2Aczb − 1

2
−

(
e2(µ

′
0+µ′

1) − 1
)
+ (1− 2γ)

(
e2µ

′
0 − e2µ

′
1

)
(
e2µ

′
0 + 1

) (
e2µ

′
1 + 1

) .
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(a) Adult (b) COMPAS (c) CelebA

Figure 2: EOd-accuracy trade-off on three datasets. ‘Ours-EOd-frontier’ corresponds to the MS
EOd-accuracy Pareto frontier by equation 5, and ‘Ours-EOd’ corresponds to our framework in
equation 6.

(a) Adult (b) COMPAS (c) CelebA

Figure 3: DP-accuracy trade-off on three datasets. ‘Ours-DP-frontier’ corresponds to the MS DP-
accuracy Pareto frontier by equation 5, and ‘Ours-DP’ corresponds to our framework in equation 7.

(a) Adult (b) COMPAS (c) CelebA

Figure 4: EOd-DP trade-off on three datasets under different accuracy values. The Pareto optimums
form a decaying curve on the EOd-DP plane, and the triangles correspond to the Pareto optimums
under various accuracy values (tan for the baseline, and the others for our method).

We defer full proof to Appendix 17. Theorem 2 enables us to empirically estimate the decrease
in accuracy when achieving the EOd optimum. Specifically, since our method achieves an EOd
optimum no worse than thresholding, by estimating µya and s using the latent representation and the
classification head w∗, we can readily apply Theorem 2 to our retraining framework to obtain the
supermum of the accuracy drop on different datasets, without calculating h2. We refer to Appendix
11 for detailed discussion.

8



Published as a conference paper at ICLR 2026

6 EXPERIMENTS

6.1 EXPERIMENTAL SETUP

We validate our method on four benchmark datasets: COMPAS (Larson et al., 2016), Adult (Dua
& Graff, 2017), CelebA (Liu et al., 2015) and Drug (Dua & Graff, 2017) 1. The Drug dataset is for
multi-class classification. We use accuracy as utility measure, DP and EOd as fairness measures. We
defer details of experimental setup (8), detailed results (9), ablation study (10), empirical validation
of theoretical results (11) and the extension to multi-class classification (12) to the Appendix.

We compare our method with the following related methods on post-processing and last-layer
retraining: Baseline: Neural network without fairness regularization. FACT: Post-processing by
random flipping (Kim et al., 2020). This method focuses on the EOd-accuracy trade-off. Eq. Odds:
Post-processing by finding the EOd optimum (Hardt et al., 2016). This method focuses on the
EOd-accuracy trade-off. DFR: Deep feature reweighting by last-layer retraining (Kirichenko et al.,
2022). This method focuses on the EOd-accuracy trade-off and is applied for both binary and
multi-class classification. SELF: Last-layer retraining by selective fine-tuning (LaBonte et al., 2023).
This method focuses on the EOd-accuracy trade-off and is applied for both binary and multi-class
classification. G-STAR: Post-processing by thresholding (Jang et al., 2022). This method focuses on
both the EOd-accuracy trade-off and the DP-accuracy trade-off. FOC: Post-processing based on the
score functions (Xian et al., 2023). This method focuses on the DP-accuracy trade-off.

We consider two different approaches in comparison with our MS Pareto frontier for EOd-accuracy
trade-off: FACT: The objective is optimized over training, rather than testing data. FACT + G-STAR:
The boundaries of feasible regions are determined by the group-dependent ROC curves, as discussed
in Lemma 1. We do not include other frontiers for DP-accuracy trade-off or EOd-DP Trade-off as
neither FACT nor G-STAR includes such discussion.

6.2 FAIRNESS-ACCURACY TRADE-OFF

Results on EOd-accuracy trade-off are shown in Fig. 2. The objective of our method is chosen as
equation 6 in this part. Compared with the frontiers by FACT and by FACT + G-STAR, our MS Pareto
frontier shows an almost flat curve, without dramatic decrease in accuracy. Such counter-intuitive
results point to the non-inherency of EOd-accuracy trade-off: since the disparities are measured by
error rates, instead of the predictions alone, eliminating between-group disparities does not necessarily
result in decrease in accuracy. On the contrary, neither FACT nor FACT + G-STAR provides proper
approximation of the Pareto optimal EOd-accuracy Trade-off, as curves of several methods go beyond
their frontiers. Compared with alternative methods, the curve of our retraining framework lies closer
to the MS Pareto frontier, indicating a better EOd-accuracy trade-off. This validates the effectiveness
of our group-dependent formulation for bias: compared with last-layer retraining and post-processing,
our method obtains better flexibility during the fine-tuning, thereby leading to better or comparable
performance in both fairness and accuracy.

Results on DP-accuracy trade-off are shown in Fig. 3. The objective of our method is chosen as
equation 7 in this part. Compared with the EOd-accuracy frontier, the DP-accuracy frontier shows a
noticeable decrease in accuracy as constraints on DP become more stringent, in line with previous
work on the inherent trade-off between DP and accuracy (Zhao & Gordon, 2022). In comparison, our
formulation ensures us to quantify the trade-off under dynamic scenarios, rather than under perfect
DP only. Compared with other methods on DP, our method shows better or comparable trade-off in
terms of both fairness improvement and accuracy, which validates the effectiveness of our method.

6.3 EOD-DP TRADE-OFF

Results on EOd-DP trade-off are shown in Fig. 4. When the accuracy is greater than that of a constant
predictor, there is a clear trade-off between the two fairness notions, and as the accuracy decreases,
the EOd-DP frontiers gradually approach the EOd-axis, indicating that the fairness measures become
aligned and no longer present a trade-off when the constraints on accuracy are sufficiently relaxed.
Moreover, under each accuracy value, we observe an Pareto optimum (i.e., the inflection point along
the curve), where no other points achieves both better DP and better EOd under the same accuracy.

1Code available at https://github.com/cjy24/Pareto-frontier.
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Our observation of such Pareto optimums also indicates a novel quantification for fairness inter-
ventions taking into account both fairness notions. Specifically, regarding the EOd-DP curve of
certain fairness intervention, we identify its Pareto optimums based on the corresponding accuracy
values, and the curve lying closer to its Pareto optimums implies better improvement in fairness. We
accordingly modify the objective of our fair retraining framework to take into account both DP and
EOd, and compared with the baseline, the curve of our method lies closer to its Pareto optimums,
indicating an improvement in fairness.

7 CONCLUSION

The trade-off problem in fair classification is important yet less studied. In this paper, we prove
theoretically the non-optimality of existing work on the Pareto optimal trade-off, and we propose
a novel formulation of MS Pareto optimal trade-off regarding both fairness-accuracy and between
fairness notions, which sufficiently approximates the upper-bound of the best achievable trade-off.
Based on our formulation, we propose a last-layer retraining framework under group-dependent
bias, and we show theoretically the superiority of our retraining framework over post-processing
baselines, as well as the deviation of our retraining framework from the Pareto frontier. We validate
from experiments that our formulation leads to meaningful and informative quantification of the
potential trade-offs for a given classifier, and we show from experiments that our proposed retraining
framework achieves better trade-offs compared with state-of-the-art alternatives. Future direction
includes model-agnostic Pareto optimal trade-off and extension to the fairness-accuracy trade-off
under distribution shift.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This work was partially supported by the EMBRIO Institute, contract #2120200, a National Science
Foundation (NSF) Biology Integration Institute, NSF IIS #2146091, IIS #2345235, and USDA
#2023-67021-41368.

REFERENCES

Jacob D Abernethy, Pranjal Awasthi, Matthäus Kleindessner, Jamie Morgenstern, Chris Russell,
and Jie Zhang. Active sampling for min-max fairness. In International Conference on Machine
Learning, pp. 53–65. PMLR, 2022.

George A Baker Jr and John L Gammel. The padé approximant. Journal of Mathematical Analysis
and Applications, 2(1):21–30, 1961.

Pinar Barlas, Kyriakos Kyriakou, Olivia Guest, Styliani Kleanthous, and Jahna Otterbacher. To" see"
is to stereotype: Image tagging algorithms, gender recognition, and the accuracy-fairness trade-off.
Proceedings of the ACM on Human-Computer Interaction, 4(CSCW3):1–31, 2021.

Solon Barocas, Moritz Hardt, and Arvind Narayanan. Fairness and machine learning: Limitations
and opportunities. MIT Press, 2023.

Rachel KE Bellamy, Kuntal Dey, Michael Hind, Samuel C Hoffman, Stephanie Houde, Kalapriya
Kannan, Pranay Lohia, Jacquelyn Martino, Sameep Mehta, Aleksandra Mojsilovic, et al. Ai fairness
360: An extensible toolkit for detecting, understanding, and mitigating unwanted algorithmic bias.
arXiv preprint arXiv:1810.01943, 2018.

Andrew P Bradley. The use of the area under the roc curve in the evaluation of machine learning
algorithms. Pattern recognition, 30(7):1145–1159, 1997.

Toon Calders, Faisal Kamiran, and Mykola Pechenizkiy. Building classifiers with independency
constraints. In 2009 IEEE international conference on data mining workshops, pp. 13–18. IEEE,
2009.

Richard J Chen, Judy J Wang, Drew FK Williamson, Tiffany Y Chen, Jana Lipkova, Ming Y Lu,
Sharifa Sahai, and Faisal Mahmood. Algorithmic fairness in artificial intelligence for medicine
and healthcare. Nature biomedical engineering, 7(6):719–742, 2023a.

10



Published as a conference paper at ICLR 2026

Ruizhe Chen, Jianfei Yang, Huimin Xiong, Jianhong Bai, Tianxiang Hu, Jin Hao, Yang Feng,
Joey Tianyi Zhou, Jian Wu, and Zuozhu Liu. Fast model debias with machine unlearning. In
Thirty-seventh Conference on Neural Information Processing Systems, 2023b.

Alexandra Chouldechova. Fair prediction with disparate impact: A study of bias in recidivism
prediction instruments. Big data, 5(2):153–163, 2017.

Sam Corbett-Davies, Emma Pierson, Avi Feller, Sharad Goel, and Aziz Huq. Algorithmic decision
making and the cost of fairness. In Proceedings of the 23rd acm sigkdd international conference
on knowledge discovery and data mining, pp. 797–806, 2017.

Maria De-Arteaga, Stefan Feuerriegel, and Maytal Saar-Tsechansky. Algorithmic fairness in business
analytics: Directions for research and practice. Production and Operations Management, 31(10):
3749–3770, 2022.

Sepehr Dehdashtian, Bashir Sadeghi, and Vishnu Naresh Boddeti. Utility-fairness trade-offs and how
to find them. arXiv preprint arXiv:2404.09454, 2024.

Christophe Denis, Romuald Elie, Mohamed Hebiri, and François Hu. Fairness guarantee in multi-class
classification. arXiv preprint arXiv:2109.13642, 2021.

Emily Diana, Wesley Gill, Michael Kearns, Krishnaram Kenthapadi, and Aaron Roth. Minimax
group fairness: Algorithms and experiments. In Proceedings of the 2021 AAAI/ACM Conference
on AI, Ethics, and Society, pp. 66–76, 2021.

Dheeru Dua and Casey Graff. UCI machine learning repository, 2017. URL http://archive.
ics.uci.edu/ml.

Sanghamitra Dutta, Dennis Wei, Hazar Yueksel, Pin-Yu Chen, Sijia Liu, and Kush Varshney. Is there
a trade-off between fairness and accuracy? a perspective using mismatched hypothesis testing. In
International conference on machine learning, pp. 2803–2813. PMLR, 2020.

Cynthia Dwork, Moritz Hardt, Toniann Pitassi, Omer Reingold, and Richard Zemel. Fairness through
awareness. In Proceedings of the 3rd innovations in theoretical computer science conference, pp.
214–226, 2012.

Limor Gultchin, Vincent Cohen-Addad, Sophie Giffard-Roisin, Varun Kanade, and Frederik
Mallmann-Trenn. Beyond impossibility: Balancing sufficiency, separation and accuracy. arXiv
preprint arXiv:2205.12327, 2022.

Moritz Hardt, Eric Price, and Nati Srebro. Equality of opportunity in supervised learning. Advances
in neural information processing systems, 29, 2016.

Harold M Hochman and James D Rodgers. Pareto optimal redistribution. The American economic
review, 59(4):542–557, 1969.

Max Hort, Zhenpeng Chen, Jie M Zhang, Federica Sarro, and Mark Harman. Bia mitigation for
machine learning classifiers: A comprehensive survey. arXiv preprint arXiv:2207.07068, 2022.

Christina Ilvento. Metric learning for individual fairness. arXiv preprint arXiv:1906.00250, 2019.

Taeuk Jang, Pengyi Shi, and Xiaoqian Wang. Group-aware threshold adaptation for fair classification.
In Proceedings of the AAAI Conference on Artificial Intelligence, volume 36, pp. 6988–6995, 2022.

Joon Sik Kim, Jiahao Chen, and Ameet Talwalkar. Fact: A diagnostic for group fairness trade-offs.
In International Conference on Machine Learning, pp. 5264–5274. PMLR, 2020.

Polina Kirichenko, Pavel Izmailov, and Andrew Gordon Wilson. Last layer re-training is sufficient
for robustness to spurious correlations. In The Eleventh International Conference on Learning
Representations, 2022.

Jon Kleinberg, Sendhil Mullainathan, and Manish Raghavan. Inherent trade-offs in the fair determi-
nation of risk scores. arXiv preprint arXiv:1609.05807, 2016.

11

http://archive.ics.uci.edu/ml
http://archive.ics.uci.edu/ml


Published as a conference paper at ICLR 2026

Matt J Kusner, Joshua Loftus, Chris Russell, and Ricardo Silva. Counterfactual fairness. Advances in
neural information processing systems, 30, 2017.

Tyler LaBonte, Vidya Muthukumar, and Abhishek Kumar. Towards last-layer retraining for group
robustness with fewer annotations. arXiv preprint arXiv:2309.08534, 2023.

J Larson, S Mattu, L Kirchner, and J Angwin. Compas analysis. GitHub, available at: https://github.
com/propublica/compas-analysis, 2016.

Bo Li, Peng Qi, Bo Liu, Shuai Di, Jingen Liu, Jiquan Pei, Jinfeng Yi, and Bowen Zhou. Trustworthy
ai: From principles to practices. ACM Computing Surveys, 55(9):1–46, 2023a.

Jiazhi Li, Mahyar Khayatkhoei, Jiageng Zhu, Hanchen Xie, Mohamed E Hussein, and Wael Ab-
dAlmageed. Information-theoretic bounds on the removal of attribute-specific bias from neural
networks. arXiv preprint arXiv:2310.04955, 2023b.

Ziwei Liu, Ping Luo, Xiaogang Wang, and Xiaoou Tang. Deep learning face attributes in the wild. In
Proceedings of International Conference on Computer Vision (ICCV), December 2015.

Shenyu Lu, Junyi Chai, and Xiaoqian Wang. Neural collapse inspired debiased representation learning
for min-max fairness. In Proceedings of the 30th ACM SIGKDD Conference on Knowledge
Discovery and Data Mining, pp. 2048–2059, 2024.

Yuzhen Mao, Zhun Deng, Huaxiu Yao, Ting Ye, Kenji Kawaguchi, and James Zou. Last-layer
fairness fine-tuning is simple and effective for neural networks. arXiv preprint arXiv:2304.03935,
2023.

Natalia Martinez, Martin Bertran, and Guillermo Sapiro. Minimax pareto fairness: A multi objective
perspective. In International Conference on Machine Learning, pp. 6755–6764. PMLR, 2020.

Ninareh Mehrabi, Fred Morstatter, Nripsuta Saxena, Kristina Lerman, and Aram Galstyan. A survey
on bias and fairness in machine learning. ACM computing surveys (CSUR), 54(6):1–35, 2021.

Aditya Krishna Menon and Robert C Williamson. The cost of fairness in binary classification. In
Conference on Fairness, accountability and transparency, pp. 107–118. PMLR, 2018.

Aditya Krishna Menon, Ankit Singh Rawat, and Sanjiv Kumar. Overparameterisation and worst-case
generalisation: friend or foe? In International Conference on Learning Representations, 2020.

Debarghya Mukherjee, Mikhail Yurochkin, Moulinath Banerjee, and Yuekai Sun. Two simple ways
to learn individual fairness metrics from data. In International Conference on Machine Learning,
pp. 7097–7107. PMLR, 2020.

Arvind Narayanan. Translation tutorial: 21 fairness definitions and their politics. In Proc. conf.
fairness accountability transp., new york, usa, volume 1170, pp. 3, 2018.

Dana Pessach and Erez Shmueli. A review on fairness in machine learning. ACM Computing Surveys
(CSUR), 55(3):1–44, 2022.

Dana Pessach and Erez Shmueli. Algorithmic fairness. In Machine Learning for Data Science
Handbook: Data Mining and Knowledge Discovery Handbook, pp. 867–886. Springer, 2023.

Claire Lazar Reich and Suhas Vijaykumar. A possibility in algorithmic fairness: Can calibration and
equal error rates be reconciled? In 2nd Symposium on Foundations of Responsible Computing,
2021.

Shiori Sagawa, Aditi Raghunathan, Pang Wei Koh, and Percy Liang. An investigation of why
overparameterization exacerbates spurious correlations. In International Conference on Machine
Learning, pp. 8346–8356. PMLR, 2020.

Hao Wang, Luxi He, Rui Gao, and Flavio Calmon. Aleatoric and epistemic discrimination: Funda-
mental limits of fairness interventions. Advances in Neural Information Processing Systems, 36,
2024.

12



Published as a conference paper at ICLR 2026

Yipei Wang and Xiaoqian Wang. On the effect of key factors in spurious correlation: A theoretical
perspective. In International Conference on Artificial Intelligence and Statistics, pp. 3745–3753.
PMLR, 2024.

Susan Wei and Marc Niethammer. The fairness-accuracy pareto front. Statistical Analysis and Data
Mining: The ASA Data Science Journal, 15(3):287–302, 2022.

Michael Wick, Jean-Baptiste Tristan, et al. Unlocking fairness: a trade-off revisited. Advances in
neural information processing systems, 32, 2019.

Ruicheng Xian, Lang Yin, and Han Zhao. Fair and optimal classification via post-processing. In
International Conference on Machine Learning, pp. 37977–38012. PMLR, 2023.

Zhenhuan Yang, Yan Lok Ko, Kush R Varshney, and Yiming Ying. Minimax auc fairness: Efficient
algorithm with provable convergence. In Proceedings of the AAAI Conference on Artificial
Intelligence, volume 37, pp. 11909–11917, 2023.

Huaxiu Yao, Yu Wang, Sai Li, Linjun Zhang, Weixin Liang, James Zou, and Chelsea Finn. Improving
out-of-distribution robustness via selective augmentation. In International Conference on Machine
Learning, pp. 25407–25437. PMLR, 2022.

Muhammad Bilal Zafar, Isabel Valera, Manuel Gomez Rogriguez, and Krishna P Gummadi. Fairness
constraints: Mechanisms for fair classification. In Artificial intelligence and statistics, pp. 962–970.
PMLR, 2017.

Muhammad Bilal Zafar, Isabel Valera, Manuel Gomez-Rodriguez, and Krishna P Gummadi. Fairness
constraints: A flexible approach for fair classification. The Journal of Machine Learning Research,
20(1):2737–2778, 2019.

Han Zhao and Geoffrey J Gordon. Inherent tradeoffs in learning fair representations. The Journal of
Machine Learning Research, 23(1):2527–2552, 2022.

Indre Zliobaite. On the relation between accuracy and fairness in binary classification. arXiv preprint
arXiv:1505.05723, 2015.

8 EXPERIMENTAL SUPPLEMENT

8.1 DATASETS

COMPAS: The COMPAS dataset (Larson et al., 2016) contains 7,215 samples with 11 attributes.
Following previous works on fairness (Chouldechova, 2017), we only select black and white defen-
dants in COMPAS dataset, and the modified dataset contains 6,150 samples. The goal is to predict
whether a defendant reoffends within two years, and we choose race as sensitive attributes.

Adult: The Adult dataset (Dua & Graff, 2017) contains 65,123 samples with 14 attributes. The goal
is to predict whether an individual’s income exceeds 50K, and we choose sex as sensitive attributes.

CelebA: The CelebA dataset (Liu et al., 2015) contains 202,599 face images, each of resolution
178× 218, with 40 binary attributes. We choose attractiveness as labels and sex as sensitive attributes.

Drug: The Drug Consumption dataset (Dua & Graff, 2017) contains 1,885 samples with 12 attributes.
The goal is to predict whether an individual has consumed Meth within one year, over one year ago or
has never consumed Meth, and we choose race as sensitive attributes. This dataset is for multi-class
classification.

8.2 IMPLEMENTATION

The network structure is chosen as MLP for Adult, COMPAS and Drug datasets and ResNet-50 for
CelebA dataset with a 80%-20% training-testing partition of data. We repeat experiments on each
dataset three times and report the average results. The input dimension dim of h2 is set as 2 during
retraining, and the hyperparameters of compared methods are tuned as suggested by the authors.
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We implement our method in PyTorch 2.0.0 on one RTX-3090 GPU. The optimizer for ResNet-50 is
chosen as SGD with learning rate 10−3 and weight decay 10−3. For MLP, the optimizer is chosen as
SGD with learning rate 10−2 and momentum 0.8. The hyperparameter range for our method is set as
(0, 10).

9 AUXILIARY EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

We include the detailed results in terms of EOd, DP and accuracy in Tab. 2 - 7.

Method Accuracy EOd
Baseline 65.58±1.21% 38.89±2.72%
FACT (Kim et al., 2020) 62.35±0.65% 7.34±1.15%
Eq. Odds (Hardt et al., 2016) 62.34±0.56% 9.92±1.14%
DFR (Kirichenko et al., 2022) 63.73±0.39% 3.34±1.52%
SELF (LaBonte et al., 2023) 63.68±0.82% 4.95±1.29%
G-STAR (Jang et al., 2022) 63.62±0.46% 2.18±0.55%
Ours 63.91±0.53% 1.04±0.52%

Table 2: Experimental results of EOd-accuracy trade-off on COMPAS dataset.

Method Accuracy EOd
Baseline 85.16±0.30% 20.72±1.81%
FACT (Kim et al., 2020) 82.87±0.86% 10.29±1.56%
Eq. Odds (Hardt et al., 2016) 82.12±0.77% 10.75±1.56%
DFR (Kirichenko et al., 2022) 83.18±1.28% 5.44±1.28%
SELF (LaBonte et al., 2023) 83.51±1.51% 7.14±0.91%
G-STAR (Jang et al., 2022) 82.13±1.25% 2.95±0.75%
Ours 83.47±0.53% 3.11±0.54%

Table 3: Experimental results of EOd-accuracy trade-off on Adult dataset.

Method Accuracy EOd
Baseline 82.67±0.63% 26.42±1.61%
FACT (Kim et al., 2020) 80.87±1.18% 12.29±1.12%
Eq. Odds (Hardt et al., 2016) 79.56±0.59% 11.76±1.44%
DFR (Kirichenko et al., 2022) 81.24±0.81% 4.79±1.67%
SELF (LaBonte et al., 2023) 81.68±1.26% 4.14±0.85%
G-STAR (Jang et al., 2022) 80.84±1.27% 5.45±0.86%
Ours 81.53±0.77% 3.04±0.85%

Table 4: Experimental results of EOd-accuracy trade-off on CelebA dataset.
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Method Accuracy DP
Baseline 65.58±1.21% 22.89±1.54%
FOC (Xian et al., 2023) 63.96±0.75% 1.06±0.55%
G-STAR (Jang et al., 2022) 64.08±0.62% 2.31±0.32%
Ours 64.24±0.64% 1.31±0.46%

Table 5: Experimental results of DP-accuracy trade-off on COMPAS dataset.

Method Accuracy DP
Baseline 85.16±0.30% 17.67±1.44%
FOC (Xian et al., 2023) 83.25±0.69% 3.17±1.17%
G-STAR (Jang et al., 2022) 82.20±0.44% 3.16±0.93%
Ours 83.64±0.72% 3.03±0.76%

Table 6: Experimental results of DP-accuracy trade-off on Adult dataset.

Method Accuracy DP
Baseline 82.67±0.63% 18.62±1.34%
FOC (Xian et al., 2023) 81.27±0.36% 3.14±0.65%
G-STAR (Jang et al., 2022) 81.13±0.39% 5.16±0.84%
Ours 81.17±0.55% 2.93±0.53%

Table 7: Experimental results of DP-accuracy trade-off on CelebA dataset.

10 ABLATION STUDY

Regarding our retraining framework, the input dimension of h2 can vary based on the linear projection
head h1. Results of varying the input dimension are shown in Tab. 8-9. Compared with other choices
(dim = 4, dim = 6), dim = 2 in general provides better or comparable performance in terms of
fairness and accuracy, which validates the feasibility of our framework.

Method Accuracy DP EOd
Ours (dim=2) 64.67±0.77% 3.31±0.59% 1.04±0.52%
Ours (dim=4) 64.24±0.40% 3.79±0.62% 1.59±0.49%
Ours (dim=6) 64.72±0.63% 4.45±0.67% 1.33±0.56%

Table 8: Experimental results on COMPAS dataset. The distribution of each subgroup is approximated
by multivariate normal distribution.

Dataset Method Accuracy DP EOd
Adult Baseline 85.16±0.30% 17.67±1.44% 20.72±1.81%
Adult Ours (dim=2) 83.36±0.51% 4.43±1.28% 3.54±1.59%
Adult Ours (dim=4) 83.40±0.31% 5.28±1.78% 4.41±1.44%
Adult Ours (dim=6) 83.16±0.83% 5.32±1.36% 6.23±1.86%

Table 9: Experimental results on Adult dataset. The distribution of each subgroup is approximated by
multivariate normal distribution.

Moreover, it is possible to use multiple classification heads h2 for different groups. The optimization
problem then becomes

argmax
w0,w1,b0,b1

Acc(fya;w0, w1, b0, b1)− λEOd(fya;w0, w1, b0, b1),

Results of using multiple classification heads are shown in Tab. 10. Compared with using single
classification head, using group-dependent classification head achieves marginal improvement in
fairness.
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Dataset Method Accuracy DP EOd
COMPAS Baseline 65.58±1.21% 22.89±1.54% 38.89±2.72%
COMPAS Ours (w) 64.67±0.77% 3.31±0.59% 1.04±0.52%
COMPAS Ours (wa’s) 64.74±0.64% 3.24±0.32% 1.02±0.57%
Adult Baseline 85.16±0.30% 17.67±1.44% 20.72±1.81%
Adult Ours (w) 83.36±0.51% 4.43±1.28% 3.54±1.06%
Adult Ours (wa’s) 83.47±0.53% 4.12±1.46% 3.11±0.54%

Table 10: Experimental results on COMPAS and Adult dataset. The distribution of each subgroup is
approximated by 2D Gaussian. Experiments are repeated three times.

11 EMPIRICAL VERIFICATION OF THEORETICAL RESULTS

We estimate the accuracy drop relative to vanilla training when attaining the EOd optimum using
our method. Following the discussion in Theorem 2, we leverage the pre-trained encoder and linear
classifier w∗ to estimate the values of µ′

y. Results are shown in Tab. 11. Compared to the results on
the COMPAS and CelebA datasets, our method on the Adult dataset exhibits a larger accuracy drop
when attaining the EOd optimum under retraining, consistent with our empirical observation that fair
retraining on Adult dataset leads to larger deviation from the Pareto frontier compared with the other
two datasets.

Dataset Acz
∗ |Aczb −Acz

∗|
COMPAS 64.5% 1.3%
CelebA 79.73% 2.94%
Adult 80.87% 4.36%

Table 11: Estimations of accuracy drop when achieving EOd optimums on three datasets. Acz
∗ is

estimated by ω(µ′
0, µ

′
1) +

1
2 in Theorem 2.

12 EXTENSION TO MULTI-CLASS CLASSIFICATION

We move on to discuss the extension to non-binary classification. Given y ∈ [k] the class label, let
Accya := Pr[f(x) = y|y, a] be the classification accuracy in the subgroup {i|yi = y, ai = a} and
z := [Acc10, . . . ,Acck0,Acc11, . . . ,Acck1] the corresponding confusion vector, let {α1a, . . . , αka}
be the marginal distribution of label in group a, the DP and EOd constraints under multi-class
classification (Denis et al., 2021) can be formulated as

EOd : max
k′∈[k]

|AEOd,k′z| ⩽ ϵ,

DP : max
k′∈[k]

|ADP,k′z−A′
DP,k′(1− z)| ⩽ ϵ,

(8)

where AEOd,k′ = [0, . . . ,1[y = k′, a = 0], . . . ,1[y = k′, a = 1], . . . , 0], ADP,k′ =
[0, . . . , αk′01[y = k′, a = 0], . . . , αk′11[y = k′, a = 1], . . . , 0] and A′

DP,k′ = 1[y ̸=
k′][α10, . . . , αk0, α11, . . . , αk1]. Regarding multi-class classification, the disparities are quanti-
fied by the largest discrepancy amongst all the subgroups. Accordingly, the MS Pareto optimal
fairness-accuracy trade-off can be formulated as

argmax
z∈K

Acz, s.t. |AEOd,k′z|1 ⩽ ϵ,∀k′ ∈ [k],

argmax
z∈K

Acz, s.t.
∣∣ADP,k′z+A′

DP,k′(1− z)
∣∣ ⩽ ϵ,∀k′ ∈ [k],

where Ac = [(1−β)α10, . . . , (1−β)αk0, βα11, . . . , βαk1], and the fairness constraints are taken over
all the subgroups to accommodate with the maximum notions in equation 8. Let ba = [b1a, . . . , bka]
be the bias vector for group a, we similarly formulate our fair retraining framework as follows:

argmax
w,b0,b1

Acc(fya;w, b0, b1)− λEOd(fya;w, b0, b1),
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(a) EOd-Acc (b) DP-Acc

Figure 5: EOd-accuracy trade-off and DP-accuracy trade-off on Drug dataset. We extend our
discussion to multi-class setting compared with existing works on fairness-accuracy trade-off.

argmax
w,b0,b1

Acc(fya;w, b0, b1)− λDP(fya;w, b0, b1),

Regarding multi-class classification, we do not consider the post-processing baselines for comparison
as neither includes a direct extension to such tasks. We consider two benchmarks:

• DFR: Deep feature reweighting by last-layer retraining (Kirichenko et al., 2022).

• SELF: Last-layer retraining by selective fine-tuning (LaBonte et al., 2023).

Results on EOd-accuracy trade-off and DP-accuracy trade-off for multi-class classification are shown
in Fig. 5. Compared with alternative methods for last-layer retraining, our method achieves better
EOd-accuracy trade-off. Moreover, compared with the baseline, our method shows improvement
in DP with relatively small degradation in accuracy. This validates the effectiveness of our method
under multi-class classification. Detailed results are in Tab. 12-13.

Method Accuracy EOd
Baseline 70.63±0.79% 22.57±1.96%
DFR (Kirichenko et al., 2022) 67.64±0.55% 6.17±1.11%
SELF (LaBonte et al., 2023) 68.13±0.58% 6.34±0.87%
Ours 68.76±0.73% 5.04±0.95%

Table 12: Experimental results of EOd-accuracy trade-off on Drug dataset.

Method Accuracy DP
Baseline 70.63±0.79% 26.34±2.25%
Ours 66.48±0.67% 5.67±0.78%

Table 13: Experimental results of DP-accuracy trade-off on Drug dataset.

13 EXTENSION TO ALTERNATIVE NOTIONS

Our formulation can be readily generalized to alternative group fairness notions. For example, the
calibration-within-groups notion (Kim et al., 2020) can be formulated as

CG = ||ACG(A0z1 +A1(1− z1))||1,
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where

ACG =

1− v1 0 −v1 0 0 0 0 0
0 1− v0 0 −v0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 1− v1 0 −v1 0
0 0 0 0 0 1− v0 0 −v0

 ,

A0 =



α0(1− β) 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 (1− α0)(1− β) 0 0
0 0 α1β 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 (1− α1)β


,

A1 =



0 0 0 0
α0(1− β) 0 0 0

0 (1− α0)(1− β) 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 α1β 0
0 0 0 (1− α1)β
0 0 0 0


.

Specifically, αa = Pr[Y = 1|A = a] and β = Pr[A = 1], and v0, v1 are score representatives such
that 0 ⩽ v0, v1 ⩽ 1.

14 PROOF FOR LEMMA 1

Proof. Let ŷ be the original prediction and ỹ be the flipped prediction, let m̃eaa be the measures
under flipping and meaa be the measures without flipping, we have

P [ỹ = 1|y, a] = P [ỹ = 1|ŷ = 1, a]P [ŷ = 1|y, a] + P [ỹ = 1|ŷ = 0, a]P [ŷ = 0|y, a].

Therefore, for y = 1, we have

T̃PRa = P [ỹ = 1|y = 1, a] = P [ỹ = 1|ŷ = 1, a]TPRa + P [ỹ = 1|ŷ = 0, a]FNRa.

And for y = 0, we have

F̃PRa = P [ỹ = 1|y = 0, a] = P [ỹ = 1|ŷ = 1, a]FPRa + P [ỹ = 1|ŷ = 0, a]TNRa.

Consequently, the feasible region of (Kim et al., 2020) is determined by the group-dependent
parallelograms in the FPR − TPR plane with the vertices as

{(0, 0), (FPR0,TPR0), (TNR0, FNR0), (1, 1)}, for group 0,

{(0, 0), (FPR1,TPR1), (TNR1, FNR1), (1, 1)}, for group 1,

where {FPRa,TPRa,TNRa, FNRa} are obtained from the baseline model. We first make a few
simplifications regarding the feasible regions of the parallelograms.

Proposition 1. The ( ˜FPRa, ˜TPRa) solution pair under random flipping always fall into the upper-half
of the parallelograms.

For any {r0, r1} := {( ˜FPRa, ˜TPRa), 0 ⩽ a ⩽ 1} pair in the lower-half of the parallelograms, since
the solutions lie below the line segment TPR = FPR, we have

˜FPRa > ˜TPRa, ∀a. (9)

Consider the symmetric point rsa of ra about the line segment TPR = FPR, we have rsa =
( ˜TPRa, ˜FPRa). Consequently, by equation 9 we have

EOd(rsa) = | ˜TPR0 − ˜TPR1|+ | ˜FPR0 − ˜FPR1| = EOd(ra),
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Figure 6: Demonstration of the ( ˜FPRa, ˜TPRa) solution. The solution pair in the upper-half regions
indicates better accuracy (higher TPR and lower FPR) and same EOd owing to the symmetry.

Acc(rsa) = (1− β)(α0
˜FPR0 + (1− α0)(1− ˜TPR0)) + β(α1

˜FPR1 + (1− α1)(1− ˜TPR1))

> (1− β)(α0
˜TPR0 + (1− α0)(1− ˜FPR0)) + β(α1

˜TPR1 + (1− α1)(1− ˜FPR1)) = Acc(ra).

This shows the existence of strictly better solutions in the upper-half of the parallelograms under the
symmetric construction, leading to the same EOd but better accuracy, as demonstrated in Fig. 6.

Proposition 2. At least one of the ( ˜FPRa, ˜TPRa) solution fall on the boundary of the parallelograms.

Figure 7: Demonstration of translation along the FPR-axis. The solution pair after translation obtains
better accuracy (same TPR and lower FPR) and same EOd owing to the equidistant translations.
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For any {r0, r1} := {( ˜FPRa, ˜TPRa), 0 ⩽ a ⩽ 1} pair where both r0 and r1 lie within the group-
dependent parallelograms, we consider the following equidistant translation along the FPR-axis:

r′a = ( ˜FPRa−ξ, ˜TPRa), ξ = min
a

{
˜FPRa −

FPRa

TPRa

˜TPRa, ˜FPRa −
1− FPRa

1− TPRa
( ˜TPRa − TPRa)− FPRa

}
.

Under such translation, at least one of the solution r′a touches the boundary of its parallelogram. This
leads to the same EOd but better accuracy, owing to the decrease in FPR. Therefore, any solution pair
that lie within the group-dependent parallelograms will be sub-optimal, as shown in Fig. 7.

Figure 8: Considering the combination of random flipping and threshold adjustment, for any solution
pair obtained by random flipping, there always exist a strictly better solution under equidistant
translation along FPR-axis, where at least one of the new solution points touches the group-dependent
ROC curve.

By Prop. 1 and 2, we may simplify the discussion to the boundary of different fairness interventions.
Since the ROC curve of each sensitive group is concave, let ROCa be the ROC curve of group a,
consider the combination of group-dependent thresholding and random flipping, the feasible region
for each sensitive group now becomes a convex hull with its boundary the ROC curves, rather
than line segments. Moreover, since both the ROC curves and the group-dependent parallelograms
pass {(FPRa,TPRa), (TNRa, FNRa)}, owing to the concavity of ROC curves, for any solution pair
( ˜FPRa, ˜TPRa) obtained from FACT (Kim et al., 2020), we can always translate them along the
direction of the negative half of the FPR axis up to distance δ such that at least one of the solution
touches the ROC curve, as shown in Fig. 8:

δ := min{|Φ−1
0 ( ˜TPR0)− ˜FPR0|, |Φ−1

1 ( ˜TPR1)− ˜FPR1|}.

Consequently, regarding EOd, we have

| ˜TPR0 − ˜TPR1|+ | ˜FPR0 − ˜FPR1| = | ˜TPR0 − ˜TPR1|+ |( ˜FPR0 − δ)− ( ˜FPR1 − δ)|.

And regarding the accuracy, we have

(1− β)(α0
˜TPR0 + (1− α0)(1− ˜FPR0)) + β(α1

˜TPR1 + (1− α1)(1− ˜FPR1))

< (1− β)(α0
˜TPR0 + (1− α0)(1− ˜FPR0 + δ)) + β(α1

˜TPR1 + (1− α1)(1− ˜FPR1 + δ)).

Therefore, such translation preserves the EOd gap but improves accuracy, thereby indicating a strictly
better EOd-accuracy trade-off than (Kim et al., 2020).
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15 PROOF FOR LEMMA 2

Proof. Consider the confusion vector z = [TPR0,TNR0,TPR1,TNR1]
T . Under zero violation in

EOd, we have
TPR0 = TPR1 = TPR, TNR0 = TNR1 = TNR.

Correspondingly, let αa := Pr[Y = 1|A = a] be the base rate of group a, under zero violation in DP,
we have

α0TPR0 + (1− α0)(1− TNR0) = α1TPR1 + (1− α1)(1− TNR1). (10)
Since α0 ̸= α1, we can further simplify equation 10 as

TPR + TNR = 1.

Let α := Pr[Y = 1] be the base rate of testing data, we have the accuracy under zero violation of DP
and EOd as

Acc = αTPR + (1− α)(1− TPR) = (2α− 1)TPR + (1− α).

This shows that under zero violation of DP and EOd, the accuracy can be written as a linear function
w.r.t. TPR. When α ⩾ 0.5, the best accuracy will be α, which corresponds to an all-positive predictor.
When α < 0.5, the best accuracy will be (1− α), corresponding to an all-negative predictor.

16 PROOF FOR THEOREM 1

Figure 9: Demonstration of the feasible regions by random flipping. The line segment l0 passes
through (0, 0) and (FPR0,TPR0), and line segment l1 passes through (FPR1,TPR1) and (1, 1).

Proof. Let α := Pr[y = 1] be the base rate of training data, the EOd optimums under different
accuracy values can be expressed as line segments in the FPR − TPR plane:

TPR =
1− α

α
FPR +

Acc − (1− α)

α
.

We denote such line segment passing through the EOd optimum by random flipping as l2. When
α ⩽ 1

2 , so long as the EOd optimum by random flipping achieves better accuracy than constant
prediction, i.e., Acc ⩾ (1 − α), the intercept of l2 will be strictly positive, and the slope of l2 is
strictly smaller tham l0. When α > 1

2 , when setting FPR = 1, we have TPR = Acc
α > 1, which

indicates that the slope of l2 shall be strictly greater than l0 as shown in Fig. 9. Consequently, l2
always fall within the region between l0 and l1, where the slopes of line segments passing through the
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EOd optimum by random flipping are smaller than l0 but greater than l1. Regarding the EOd optimum
by threshold adjustment, since it always fall within the upper-left region of the EOd optimum by
random flipping, i.e., the shady region in Fig. 9, as proved in Theorem 5 of (Jang et al., 2022), it
always lead to better accuracy compared with the EOd optimum by random flipping as α remains
constant. Moreover, as the EOd optimum achieves no better accuracy than our method, we thereby
conclude that the EOd optimum r∗ by our method achieves strictly better accuracy compared with
r′∗ by random flipping.

17 PROOF FOR LEMMA 3 AND THEOREM 2

Proof. Given group mean µya and variance s2, under group-dependent thresholding, we have the
group-wise accuracy as

Ãccya =


1

2
+

1

2
erf
(
−ca − µya√

2s

)
, for y = 0

1

2
− 1

2
erf
(
−ca − µya√

2s

)
, for y = 1

Since s remains constant before and after thresholding, to achieve zero EOd, we have

c0 − µ10 = c1 − µ11,

c0 − µ00 = c1 − µ01,

which simplifies to µ10 − µ11 = µ00 − µ01. Let αa := P [y = 1 | A = a] be the base rate within
group a and let β := P [A = 1], we have the accuracy under post-processing as

Ãcc =α1βÃcc11 + (1− α1)βÃcc01 + α0(1− β)Ãcc10 + (1− α0)(1− β)Ãcc00

=α1β

(
1

2
− 1

2
erf
(
−c1 − µ11√

2s

))
+ (1− α1)β

(
1

2
− 1

2
erf
(
−c1 − µ01√

2s

))
+ α0(1− β)

(
1

2
− 1

2
erf
(
−c1 − µ10√

2s

))
+ (1− α0)(1− β)

(
1

2
− 1

2
erf
(
−c1 − µ00√

2s

))
.

Since Ãcc11 = Ãcc10 and Ãcc01 = Ãcc00, we can further simplify Ãcc as

Ãcc =αβ

(
1

2
− 1

2
erf

(
c1 − µ11√

2s

))
+ (1− α1)β

(
1

2
+

1

2
erf

(
c1 − µ01√

2s

))
+ α0(1− β)

(
1

2
− 1

2
erf

(
c1 − µ11√

2s

))
+ (1− α0) (1− β)

(
1

2
+

1

2
erf

(
c1 − µ01√

2s

))
.

Taking derivative of Ãcc w.r.t. c1, we have

∂Ãcc
∂c1

=− α1β exp

(
−
(
c1 − µ11√

2s

)2
)

+ (1− α1)β exp

(
−
(
c1 − µ01√

2s

)2
)

− α0(1− β) exp

(
−
(
c1 − µ11√

2s

)2
)

+ (1− α0) (1− β) exp

(
−
(
c1 − µ01√

2s

)2
)
.

Setting ∂Ãcc
∂c1

= 0, we have

(α0 − α0β + α1β) exp

(
−
(
c∗1 − µ11√

2s

)2
)

= (1− α0 + α0β − α1β) exp

(
−
(
c∗1 − µ00√

2s

)2
)
,

which simplifies to c∗1 = s2

µ11−µ01
log
(

1−α0+α0β−α1β
α0−α0β+α1β

)
+ µ11+µ01

2 . Since c∗0 = c∗1 + µ10 − µ11,

we have c∗0 = s2

µ11−µ01
log
(

1−α0+α0β−α1β
α0−α0β+α1β

)
+ 2µ10−µ11+µ01

2 , and (c∗0, c
∗
1) gives us the optimal

threshold pair under post-processing.
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Accordingly, let zb be the confusion vector by vanilla training, we have the change in accuracy under
(c∗0, c

∗
1) as

Aczb − Ãcc(c∗0, c
∗
1)

=Aczb +
1

2

(
α1β erf

(
c∗1 − µ11√

2s

)
− (1− α1)β erf

(
c∗1 − µ01√

2s

)
+α0(1− β) erf

(
c∗0 − µ10√

2s

)
− (1− α0) (1− β) erf

(
c∗0 − µ00√

2s

))
− 1

2
.

(11)

Owing to the intractability of error function, we instead consider the following second-order Pade
approximation (Baker Jr & Gammel, 1961) of error function for quantitative analysis, which yields a
maximum absolute error of 0.013:

erf(x) ≈ tanh(kx),

where k = argmink
∫∞
−∞ || erf(x)− tanh(kx)||2.

Let µ′
y := k

c∗1−µy1√
2s

and γ := α0+α1β−α0β, let z∗ be the confusion vector of EOd optimum under
group-dependent thresholding, we can rewrite Eq. equation 11 as

Aczb −Acz
∗ = Aczb − γ · e

µ′
1 − e−µ′

1

eµ
′
1 + e−µ′

1

+ (1− γ)
eµ

′
0 − e−µ′

0

eµ
′
0 + e−µ′

0

− 1

2
.

which simplifies to

Aczb −Acz
∗ =

2Aczb − 1

2
−

(
e2(µ

′
0+µ′

1) − 1
)
+ (1− 2γ)

(
e2µ

′
0 − e2µ

′
1

)
(
e2µ

′
0 + 1

) (
e2µ

′
1 + 1

) .

23


	Introduction
	Related Work
	Problem Formulation
	Characterizing Trade-offs in Fair Classification
	Preliminaries
	Pareto Optimality in Fairness-Accuracy Trade-off
	Pareto Optimality in the Trade-off between Fairness Notions

	Fair Retraining
	Optimization Problem
	Theoretical Analysis

	Experiments
	Experimental Setup
	Fairness-Accuracy Trade-off
	EOd-DP Trade-off

	Conclusion
	Experimental Supplement
	Datasets
	Implementation

	Auxiliary Experimental Results
	Ablation Study
	Empirical Verification of Theoretical Results
	Extension to Multi-Class Classification
	Extension to Alternative Notions
	Proof for Lemma 1
	Proof for Lemma 2
	Proof for Theorem 1
	Proof for Lemma 3 and Theorem 2

