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Abstract

The stationary distribution of a GARCH(1,1) process has a power law decay, under broadly appli-
cable conditions. We study the change in the exponent of the tail decay under temporal aggregation
of parameters, with the distribution of innovations held fixed. This comparison is motivated by the
fact that GARCH models are often fit to the same time series at different frequencies. The resulting
models are not strictly compatible so we seek more limited properties we call forecast consistency and
tail consistency. Forecast consistency is satisfied through a parameter transformation. Tail consistency
leads us to derive conditions under which the tail exponent increases under temporal aggregation, and
these conditions cover most relevant combinations of parameters and innovation distributions. But
we also prove the existence of counterexamples near the boundary of the admissible parameter region
where monotonicity fails. These counterexamples include normally distributed innovations.

In memory of Tom Hurd and his longstanding interest in heavy-tailed phenomena in financial markets.

1 Introduction.

Many financial time series exhibit persistence and clustering in volatility. Once volatility becomes ele-
vated, it tends to remain elevated for some time; high levels of volatility produce large moves in market
data, and these large moves in turn fuel increased volatility. These features are captured by generalized
autoregressive conditional heteroskedasticity (GARCH) models, which are widely used for this reason.

GARCH models are often fit to the same time series at different frequencies — daily, weekly, and
monthly, for example. One part of a bank may be interested in forecasting exchange rates at a high
frequency for trading purposes, while another part of the bank forecasts over a somewhat longer horizon
for capital planning or risk management. The bank may thus end up with two GARCH models on
different time scales.

Drost and Nijman (1993) showed, however, that GARCH processes are not closed under temporal
aggregation. This means that if a time series is exactly described by a GARCH process at one frequency,
it cannot also be exactly described by a GARCH process when observed at a lower frequency.

The analysis of Drost and Nijman (1993) applies to both stock-variable temporal aggregation and
flow-variable aggregation. In the first case, the same variable is observed at different frequencies. In the
second case, a variable is summed over intervals of different lengths. We focus on the simpler case of
stock-variable aggregation. GARCH processes fail to be closed under both types of temporal aggregation.

In light of this fundamental limitation, what would it mean for GARCH models fit at two time
scales — possibly by two groups within the same bank — to be compatible with each other? Perfect
compatibility is impossible, so we propose two more limited objectives: (1) forecast consistency, meaning
that forecasts generated from the two models using the same data should agree; and (2) tail consistency,
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meaning that the stationary distributions of the two models should exhibit the same tail behavior. The
first point focuses on typical values under the two models, and the second point focuses on extreme values.

In showing that GARCH processes are not closed under temporal aggregation, Drost and Nijman
(1993) introduced a more general family of processes they called weak GARCH that is closed. They
also showed how the process parameters are transformed under temporal aggregation. Building on their
results, we show that forecast consistency is achieved when ordinary (strong) GARCH models are fit at
different frequencies using the Drost-Nijman parameter transformation. This property argues for using
this transformation to select parameters for lower-frequency models.

Our main focus is on the question of tail consistency. Under broadly applicable conditions, Mikosch
and Starica (2000) showed that the stationary distribution of a GARCH process has a power law decay.
The power has a simple characterization in terms of the parameters of the process and the distribution
of the innovations (the noise) driving its evolution. Under stock-variable aggregation, the stationary
distribution should ideally be the same at different frequencies. As this is difficult or impossible to
achieve, we investigate the more modest requirement that the power law decay be preserved at different
frequencies.

We study this objective by analyzing how the exponent in the power law changes under the Drost-
Nijman parameter transformation. To describe our results in more detail, write k = k(«, 3, Z) for the
exponent derived from GARCH(1,1) parameters («, $) and innovations with the distribution of Z. Write
(an, Br) for the parameters derived from the Drost-Nijman parameter transformation when every nth
value of the time series is observed. We study how k,, = k(a,, Bn, Z) changes with n.

If k,, increases under this transformation, then the innovations of the lower-frequency model would
need to be heavier-tailed to preserve the original value of x because a heavier-tailed Z will ordinarily lead
to a smaller value of x. In other words, for the innovations Z of the lower-frequency model to achieve

Rn = Ii(Oén,,Bn,Z) > Iﬁ;(an,ﬁn,Z) = K(Oz,ﬁ,Z) = K1,

we need Z~ to be heavier-tailed than the innovations Z of the original model. Tail consistency requires
k(an, Bn, Z) = k(a, B, Z).

This scenario describes the case that k, increases in n with Z held fixed. We will see that this covers
“most” cases. In a significant portion of the (a, 8) parameter space, which we characterize explicitly, both
parameters decrease under the Drost-Nijman parameter transformation; within this region, the increase
in K is automatic. In the more interesting region, « first increases under temporal aggregation as (8
decreases, so the effect on x depends on the distribution of Z.

Within this region, we derive a necessary and sufficient condition for x to increase. We then establish
two types of results: conditions under which « is guaranteed to increase, and conditions leading to excep-
tions — cases where k decreases. Several of our results are based on comparing innovation distributions
under various convex orders.

The positive results confirm the “typical” case of k increasing under temporal aggregation, and these
results cover a wide range of parameters and distributions. The structure of exceptions is in some respects
more intriguing. For example, with standard normal innovations, numerical testing finds no exceptions
with 8 < 0.993, but we prove the existence of exceptions as  — 1 and o — 0.

Although our focus is on the effect of temporal aggregation of parameters, several of our results are
of independent interest in providing bounds on the tail parameter k irrespective of temporal aggregation.
Because k describes the tail decay of the stationary distribution, it is a useful measure for risk manage-
ment, and it is also important in extreme value theory for GARCH; see Bucher et al. (2020), Davison
et al. (2023), Francq and Zakoian (2019), Glasserman and Wu (2018), McNeil et al. (2015), Pena et al.
(2020), and Sun and Zhou (2014) for examples of applications.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows. Section 2 provides relevant background on GARCH
processes and temporal aggregation. Section 3 addresses forecast consistency. Section 4 formulates the
problem of tail consistency, and it then presents our general necessary and sufficient condition for



monotonicity. Sections 5 and 6 derive specific sufficient conditions. These conditions rely on varying
levels of information about the innovations, particularly their moments. Section 7 studies asymptotics as
B8 — 1 and a — 0 leading to exceptions. Section 8 illustrates our results with empirical examples.

2 Problem Formulation

2.1 Background on GARCH.
The scalar sequence {X;,t € Z} is a GARCH(1,1) process if it satisfies X; = 047, t € Z, with

ol =w+aXl +Bot =wtor (aZt +B), tEL (1)

for positive constants w, «, [, and an i.i.d. sequence of innovations {Z;,t € Z}, with E[Z;] = 0 and
E[Z?] = 1. Here, oy is called the conditional volatility of X at time t. The dynamics in (1) specify
that the conditional variance o? of X; depends on both the lagged conditional variance o2 ; and on the
magnitude of the lagged observation X? ;. Thus, high levels of volatility will tend to be followed by high
levels of volatility, and large moves in X; will tend to further amplify volatility. These properties capture
important features of many types of financial data; see, e.g., Bollerslev (1986), Engle (1995), and McNeil

et al. (2015) for background. We introduce a set of assumptions that will be in force throughout.

Assumption 2.1. The GARCH(1,1) parameters and innovations satisfy the following conditions:
(A1) The parameters o, 8 > 0 satisfy a + < 1.
(A2) The innovations Z satisfy E[Z] =0 and E[Z?] = 1.
(A8) For some 0 < r < oo, we have 1 < E[(aZ? + 3)"] < .

Assumption (A2) is a standard normalization. Assumption (A1) ensures the existence of a stationary
solution to (1); see, e.g., Theorem 2 of Nelson (1990). Stationarity holds with a+3 = 1 if E[log(aZ2+83)] <
0, but the stronger condition in (A1) is required for temporal aggregation in Drost and Nijman (1993).

Under (A1)—(A2), the process (o4, Xy) admits a stationary distribution (00, Xoo) for which we have
the equality in distribution,

o2 Lut (aZ% + B)ok. (2)

Mikosch and Starica (2000), see also Basrak et al. (2002), show that the stationary distribution has
regularly varying tails, in the sense that

P(oo > x) ~Cax™", x — o0, (3)

and P(| X| > x) ~ C'z™", for constants C' and C’. The exponent £ > 0 is determined by the distribution
of aZ? + B through the equation
El(aZ” + B)"?] = 1. (4)

(A3) ensures the existence of a unique solution x > 0 to (4).

As risk measures (such as value-at-risk or expected shortfall) are often proportional to o, x provides
a measure of the unconditional level of risk and is an important feature of the stationary distribution;
see Glasserman and Wu (2018) for its use in setting margin requirements. Notice that GARCH processes
are heavy-tailed, in the sense of (3), even when the innovations are light-tailed — for example, even if
E[(aZ? + B)"] is finite for all » > 0 and (A3) holds.

We assume (A1)—(A3) in all our results. For emphasis, we sometimes refer to parameters («, /3) as
admissible if they satisfy (A1), and we call Z admissible if it satisfies (A2)—(A3).

The function

o(s) = El(aZ2+ B)], 520,



is the moment generating function of log(aZ2 + 3). As a moment generating function, it is log-convex on
its domain, and, under (A3), its domain contains the interval [0, 7]. We have ¢(0) = 1, and, by Jensen’s
inequality, ¢’(0) = E[log(aZ? + 3)] < log(a + 3) < 0; at the positive root ¢(k/2) = 1, we therefore have
¢'(k/2) > 0. (A1)—(A2) imply that ¢(1) = a+ 3 < 1, so k > 2. With the values of a, /3 fixed, we refer
to ¢ as the generating function associated with Z.

Our main objective in this paper is to investigate how x changes under transformations of the param-
eters a and (3 resulting from temporal aggregation.

2.2 Temporal Aggregation.

As discussed in the introduction, GARCH models are often fit to the same time series at different
frequencies. In the case of stock-variable aggregation, this means modeling both {X;,t € Z} and { X, t €
7}, for some integer n > 2, as GARCH processes. However, Drost and Nijman (1993) showed that X; and
Xt cannot both be GARCH processes: GARCH processes are not closed under temporal aggregation.

Instead, they showed that if {X;,t € Z} is a GARCH process then {X,;,t € Z} is a weak GARCH
process. To explain what this means, we need additional background from Drost and Nijman (1993).
Our starting point is a stationary sequence X; with finite fourth moments, and a stationary solution o?
to the equation

2 2 2
Ut = W + aXt*l + /Bo.tfl’

The sequence {X;,t € Z} is an ordinary (or strong) GARCH process if {X;/oy,t € Z} are i.i.d. with
mean 0 and variance 1. These i.i.d. random variables are then the Z; appearing in (1). The sequence
{X¢,t € Z} is a weak GARCH process if the following two conditions are satisfied:

E[X:X{ ;] = 0, foralli>1andr=0,1,2; (5)
E[(X? —02)X7,] = 0, foralli>1andr=0,1,2. (6)

Suppose {X;,t € Z} is a strong GARCH process. For any integer n > 2, let X; = X,,;. Drost and
Nijman (1993) showed that {X;,t € Z} is a weak GARCH process satisfying

&? = Wp + anXtZ—l + 51151?—17 (7)

with &2 satisfying (6). The coefficients (wy,, oy, B) are determined as follows

_ 1= (a+p)"
T Tt B)

and (3, is the solution in (0,1) of the quadratic equation

an = (a+B)" = By (8)

—(a 2n—2 n—
142 1+ e 4 g2t B)2?
Bn ﬁ(a+ﬁ)n71

Weak GARCH processes are difficult to work with and seldom used in practice. In (7), 57 is not the
conditional variance of X;, so weak GARCH processes are not directly applicable to volatility forecasting,
which is one of the main uses of (strong) GARCH models. Even simulating a weak GARCH process
presents a challenge because its driving noise is stationary but not i.i.d. (For more on weak GARCH
processes, see, e.g., Alexander and Lazar (2021), Francq and Zakoian (2000), and Su and Zhu (2022).)

In light of these limitations of weak GARCH processes, it is not uncommon to see ordinary (strong)
GARCH models fit to the same time series at different frequencies. We know that the resulting models
are inherently incompatible. What conditions can we impose to make them in some sense consistent with
each other? We propose two conditions:

9)



(1) Forecast consistency: Forecasts from the high-frequency and low-frequency models should agree
when both are provided with low-frequency data;

(2) Tail consistency: The high-frequency and low-frequency models should have the same power law
exponent k.

The first condition focuses on typical values; the second focuses on extremes. Condition (2) is appropriate
because X,; has the same stationary distribution as X;, so models of the data at two frequencies should
ideally have stationary distributions with equally heavy tails. We develop these conditions in the next
two sections.

We limit our analysis to stock-variable aggregation, which compares X,; at different values of n,
as opposed to flow-variable aggregation, which compares partial sums of X; of different lengths. We
have extended some of our results to flow-variable aggregation in unpublished work. The Drost and
Nijman (1993) parameter transformation is considerably more complicated for flow-variable aggregation;
moreover, it depends on the kurtosis of the innovations and is therefore not distribution-free.

Market returns are usually treated as flow variables; market prices and balance sheet data observed
at specific points in time are more naturally viewed as stock variables than flow variables. A problem
of stock-variable aggregation arises, for example, in comparing publicly released quarterly balance sheet
data with confidential data observed at higher frequencies. Stock-variable aggregation is also referred
to as systematic sampling; see, e.g., Mamingi (2017), Su and Zhu (2022), Teles (2023), and the many
references therein.

3 Forecast Consistency.

We now formulate the idea of forecast consistency precisely, and we show that it is satisfied by the Drost-
Nijman parameters; indeed, related consistency considerations motivated the parameter transformation
they introduced. We start with the high-frequency model {X;,t € Z} in (1), where the innovations
Z; are i.i.d. We consider the problem of forecasting future values of X?. Because X? = 0?72, with Z;
independent of o; and independent of all { X, o, Zs, s < t—1}, forecasting X7 is equivalent to forecasting
o2.

Define a low-frequency strong GARCH process {X;,t € nZ} indexed by t € {0,£n,+2n,...} by
setting

Xt—‘rn = 6t+nZt+n7 6-1‘/2+n =w+ dXtQ + 36,52, (10)

for some parameters (@, &, 3) and i.i.d. innovations {Z;,t € nZ} satisfying (A1)-(A2). We have not made
any assumptions about how the high-frequency and low-frequency models are related.

We consider forecasts based on best linear predictors or, equivalently, linear projections. The best
linear predictor of a square-integrable random variable Y given a finite or infinite sequence €1, €2, ... of
square-integrable random variables, is a linear combination ), a;€;, with ey = 1, satisfying

E[(Y =) aiei)e] =0, j=0,1,....
>0

In other words, the forecast error Y — > .. ase; should be uncorrelated with all the €;. We denote the
best linear predictor by [Y]er,ez,...]. To indicate its value at specific outcomes e; of the ¢;, we write
[Y\el — €1,€2 = €9,.. ]

Proposition 3.1. Suppose that the X, in the high-frequency model (1) and the X; in the low-frequency
model (10) have finite fourth moments. Suppose that in the low-frequency model (10) we have (@, &, 5) =
(Wny i,y Br), as defined in (8)—(9). Then, for any k > 1, we have the forecast consistency property

[Xt2+kn|Xt2 = U, Xt2—n = Ut—n, Xt2—2n = Vt—2n, - - ]
= [Xt2+kn|Xt2 = Ut Xt2—n = Vt—n, Xt2—2n = Ut—2n; - - ']7 (11)



fOT any Vg, Vg—n, Ut—2n5 - - - -

This result says that with the parameters in (8)—(9), the low-frequency model on the left will produce
the same forecast as the high-frequency model on the right, when the two models are fed the same history.
In practice, we expect the high-frequency model to have access to a richer history, which would lead to
a different forecast. The point of (11) is that a richer history is the only reason the two models make
different forecasts. When they are both limited to the low-frequency data, they will make the same
forecasts, even though the low-frequency model is a (strong) GARCH process, whereas the temporally
aggregated high-frequency model is not. This is an important and attractive consistency property in
fitting models on two time scales.

Proof. Bollerslev (1988) observed that in a GARCH process the squared values follow an ARMA process;
in the case of (10), this becomes

X2, =w+ (a+B)X? +ifsn — B, t € nZ, (12)

with 7; = X? — 2. This recursion is a direct consequence of (10). It defines an ARMA(1,1) process
indexed by t € {0, £n,+2n, ..., } because the 7j; are stationary with mean zero and are uncorrelated with

each other. If we start from the high-frequency model (1) and consider the subsequence X,th, t € 7, Drost
and Nijman (1993) showed that this sequence also follows an ARMA(1,1) process,
X152+n =wn + (an + Bn)XtQ + Nean — Bume,  t € NZ, (13)

with parameters (wp, oy, Bpn) as defined in (8)—(9); indeed, the equations in (8)-(9) are derived precisely
to arrive at (13). In (13), the 1, t € nZ, are again stationary with mean zero, finite variance, and
uncorrelated with each other, so (13) does indeed define an ARMA(1,1) process. An expression for 7, is
derived in Drost and Nijman (1993).

We now see from (12) that the linear projection of Xt2+kn onto 1, X?, X7 ... is the best linear
predictor for an ARMA(1,1) process. The best linear predictor for an ARMA(1,1) process can be found
in, for example, equation (4.2.39) of Hamilton (1994); its coefficients are completely determined by the
ARMA parameters @, (& + 3), and  in (12). Similarly, we see from (13) that the linear projection of
Xt2+lm onto 1, X2, X2 ,,,... is the best linear predictor of an ARMA(1,1) process with parameters wy,,
(an + Brn), and B,. Thus, if we take (w, @, ) = (wn, an, Bn), then the coefficients of the best linear
predictors for the two ARMA models coincide, and (11) follows. In other words, once we match the
coefficients in the ARMA processes (12) and (13), the coefficients in their best linear predictors will
match, even though the processes are driven by different noise sequences 7j; and n;. The noise sequences
do not affect the forecasts once we specify past values vy, v4_p, ... in (11). O

On the left side of (11), we could replace the best linear predictor with the conditional expectation
— the two coincide for a (strong) GARCH process. But we could not make such a substitution on the
right side of (11); the conditional expectation for the temporally aggregated process need not be linear
in the temporally aggregated history.

4 Tail Consistency and Monotonicity

4.1 A Motivating Numerical Experiment.

Proposition 3.1 provides a guarantee of forecast consistency using the Drost-Nijman temporally aggre-
gated parameters for the lower-frequency model, so from now on we will assume that lower-frequency
models use these parameters. But suppose we want to go beyond a point forecast and simulate the
future evolution of X; to estimate risk measures, for example. Indeed, the ability to make this type of
distributional forecast is an important advantage of working with a strong GARCH model rather than



a weak GARCH model. Doing so requires specifying a distribution for the i.i.d. innovations in the
low-frequency GARCH model (10). Ideally, we would like to be able to choose the innovations so that
the stationary distributions under the high- and low-frequency models coincide; but that is too much to
ask for, given that GARCH models are not closed under temporal aggregation. Instead, we consider the
weaker objective of selecting Z so that the correct tail decay is reproduced

A0t By Z) = Rl B, Z). (14)

In selecting an innovation distribution to use for simulation, there are at least two approaches one
could follow: use a standard choice, such as a normal distribution, or estimate the empirical distribution
of the innovations. If we take Z to be normal, we can ask whether (14) holds if Z is also normal; our
analysis in later sections addresses this type of question.! For additional motivation, we consider an
example using empirical distributions from simulated data.

Once the parameters w, «, [ are fixed (or estimated) from observations of X;, estimation of the
empirical distribution of the innovations works as follows. Using the recursion o7, ; = w + aX? + 807,
with some initial value 03, one can evaluate the sequence of o7 values. From these, one can extract the
innovations Z; = X;/o; to estimate their distribution. This process can be applied to data observed at
different frequencies. We are interested in whether it provides the consistency in (14).

We simulate a high-frequency model with w = 0.02, o = 0.1, § = 0.8, and innovations drawn from Zs,

with Z, = \/”—;2@ the Student-¢ distribution with v degrees of freedom, rescaled to unit variance. Our

high-frequency data is thus drawn exactly from a GARCH(1,1) model. We simulate 10 observations and
we aggregate the data at multiples of n = {2,4,5}. At each level of aggregation, we use the Drost-Nijman
parameters (wp, oy, Bn) to extract the “implied” empirical distribution of the innovations Z (), (We do
not find statistically significant serial correlation in the implied innovations, even though they are not
theoretically independent for n > 1.)

We next test whether tail consistency holds. More precisely we are asking whether the equality
k(aun, B, Z) = k(a, B, Zs) holds, with Z(™ the empirical distribution extracted at aggregation level n.
As a test of this equality we use the empirical distributions of the innovations to compute the expectation?
using a simulated time series with IV observations

N

Blss s ) = ¢ S (an 2 4 ) (15)
i=1

at the point s = %/ﬁ(()&, B, Z5). Tail consistency of the empirical distribution is achieved if this quantity

approaches 1. For this simulation we use 100 samples of 10° observations each. The estimates for this

quantity are shown in the fourth column of Table 1. The results for n > 1 are consistently less than

1 which indicate that the tail exponent of the empirical distribution is larger than k(a, 8, Z5). These

estimates indicate that using the empirical distributions Z(™ does not produce tail consistency.

What is less clear is why. This comparison reflects changes in the parameters a.,, 5, together with
possible changes in the innovations Z(. To isolate these effects, we focus on the question of how
Kn = K(Qn, Bn, Z) changes with n with Z fixed. The fifth column of Table 1 (calculated using numerical
integration) shows what happens when we fix the innovations at the original distribution, Z5. Holding
this distribution fixed, x, becomes progressively larger under temporal aggregation.

The last two columns in the table show that we can offset this effect by adjusting the degrees-of-
freedom parameter v, (for the innovations Z,, ) downward with increasing n. With the appropriate
adjustment, we can achieve tail consistency, as shown in the last column. In decreasing v,, we are

!The widely followed V-lab website https://vlab.stern.nyu.edu/ makes GARCH estimates publicly available
for many financial time series using quasi-maximum likelihood assuming normal innovations.

2This is similar to the method used by Mikosch and Stirici (2000) to compute the tail exponent of the empirical
distribution.



Table 1: Comparison of x values using Student-t¢ distribution with five degrees of freedom, Z5, and
Student-¢ distributions with v, degrees of freedom Z,,. The fourth column shows @(3r(e, 8, Z5), tn, B3n)
computed using the empirical distribution Z(™) determined as explained in text. Tail consistency requires
that this quantity is equal to 1; values smaller than 1 indicate a higher tail exponent under the empirical
distribution than x(a, 8, Z5). The adjustment in v, achieves tail consistency.

n Qn Bn @(%ﬂu antn) H(O‘nuﬁn’ZE)) Un ﬁ(anyﬁnazun)
1 0.1 0.8 0.934+0.08 4.58 ) 4.58
2 0.1043 0.7057  0.79+£0.27 4.75 4.816 4.58
4 0.0935 0.5625  0.53 +0.20 4.89 4.686 4.58
5 0.0862 0.5043  0.46 +£0.30 4.92 4.656 4.58

using progressively heavier-tailed innovations at lower frequencies; doing so offsets a general tendency for
K(an, Bn, Z) to increase with n, for fixed Z.

This general tendency — and exceptions to it — are the focus of the rest of the paper. If we know
that k(o Bn, Z) is increasing in n, then we know at least qualitatively that we need to replace Z with a
heavier-tailed distribution at larger n in order to achieve tail consistency. Within a parametric family of
innovation distributions, one can search for the appropriate adjustment, as we did with v,, in Table 1; but,
more generally, we would like to find conditions under which we know that the distributional adjustment
needs to move toward heavier-tailed or lighter-tailed innovations.

One way to make precise the idea that Z is heavier-tailed than Z is to impose the convex order
Z? <. Z?, meaning that E[g(Z?)] < E[g(Z?)], for all convex functions g for which the expectations
exist. As the function z — (ax + )% is convex for all s > 1, for all admissible «, 8, Z2 <., Z% implies
that x(«, 5, 2) > k(a, B, Z) We end this section by applying this idea to the Student-t distribution and
confirming that varying the parameter v has the offsetting effect suggested by Table 1.

Proposition 4.1. For any admissible o, B, k(a, B, Z,) is increasing in v € (2,00), where Z,, is the scaled
Student-t distribution, scaled so that E[Z2] = 1.

4.2 Parameter Derivatives Under Temporal Aggregation.

Expressions (8)—(9) remain well-defined if we extend them to real values of n > 1. From any initial point
(a1, 1), (8)—(9) then yield a trajectory of values («y, 8,), n > 1, with n now varying continuously. These
trajectories are illustrated in Figure 4.1 in the (8, «) plane. (See also Figure 1 of Drost and Nijman
(1993).) As suggested by the figure, in region A, both parameters decrease whereas in region B, «,
increases as 3, decreases. (Of the (5, ) values in Table 1, the case n = 1 is in region B and the others
are in region A.) The change in k under temporal aggregation will depend on the changes in (ay, ), so
we need to characterize these regions explicitly, which we do in the following result. Recalling that we
have extended n to real values, we use o) and ] to denote derivatives with respect to n evaluated at
n=1.

Proposition 4.2. For all admissible («, 8), we have 5] < 0. With

B2—-p%) — /B2 - B2+ (1-p2)°
1— 32 ’

we have oy > 0 if a > a.(B), and ) <0 if a < ae(p).

ac(f) = - (16)

The threshold a.(-) defines the boundary between regions A and B in Figure 4.1, so the proposition
confirms the pattern in the figure.
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Figure 4.1: Regions A,B in the (3, «) parameter space. In the interior of region B, « increases under
temporal aggregation; 5 decreases in both regions.

Proof. Differentiation in (8)—(9) yields

/ _ log(a + ) af(a
O‘l(aaﬁ) - [1 _ (Oé+,3)2][1 — ﬁ2] fa( 7ﬁ) (17)
/ _ log(a"i’ﬂ) a
1(O‘7ﬁ) - [1 — (OZ+B)2H1 _BQ]ﬁfﬁ( aﬁ) (18)
with
fala, ) = 1-a® —daf —26% + f*(a+ )’
fola,B) = 14+a®—2a8 —26%+ % (a+ )%

= [1-Bla+B)P+a”>0.

The sign of (] follows from the last inequality.
The function f, is quadratic in a. By writing it as

foc(avﬁ) = _a2(1 - ﬁQ) - 25&(2 - /82) + (1 - /82)27

we see that the equation f, = 0 has the real root a, in [0,1]. For o > « the function f, is negative, and
for a < o it is positive. ]

A trajectory starting from (3, ) will be in region A after n steps if (8, ) < 0. This condition
can alternatively be formulated using the sign of the derivative o, evaluated at the initial point (8, @)
through the following lemma.

Lemma 4.1. We have

nay (o, B) = o (an, Bn) . nBy(a, B) = Bi(om, Bn) - (19)

Proof. The composition rule under double aggregation gives an (o, f) = an(am, Bm). Taking a derivative
with respect to m we obtain %amn(a,ﬁ) = nal,,(a,B) = o, (an, Bn). Taking m = 1 gives the first
relation (19). The second relation follows analogously. O

4.3 Monotonicity Condition.

Holding the distribution of Z fixed, the mapping n — (ay, 3,) induces a mapping n — K, := K(Qn, Bn).
For parameters (o, By) in region A, where both parameters decrease, k, must increase to satisfy (4).
Within region B, the effect on k,, is not obvious. With Z fixed, we will say that k monotonicity holds at



(o, B) if K} > 0, where & denotes the derivative with respect to the temporal aggregation parameter n,
evaluated at n = 1 and at parameter values (o, 3). We want to identify regions of the parameter space
at which &} > 0, for a fixed Z or a family of distributions. As long as a trajectory of (ay, 3,) evolves
within the region where ] > 0, k,, continues to increase. The trajectory starting from any admissible
(c, B) eventually enters region A in Figure 4.1 and thus has x/, > 0, for all sufficiently large n. In the
following, ¢ denotes the generating function associated with Z.

Proposition 4.3. Under the admissibility conditions (A1)-(A3), k monotonicity holds at (c, 3) if and

only if

. fa(aaﬂ)
2a8(a+B)’

Proof. As ¢(s) depends smoothly on s, «, and 3, and «, and (3, depend smoothly on n, we may
differentiate k, with respect to n, applying the chain rule to get

Ky = a1 0ak(a, B) + B19sk(av, B). (21)

The partial derivatives of x can be evaluated by differentiating the equation ¢(x/2) = 1 with respect to
a, f and rearranging to get

e (5-1) 2 00,8 = (20)

_ K (e, B) 2 2 Kk/2—1
Ouk(a, B) = @’(5/2)E[Z (aZ” + B) ] <0
_ K(a, B) 2 Kk/2—1 .
Ol ) =~ El(aZ? + 571 <
we noted in Section 2.1 that ¢'(k/2) > 0. Substituting into (21) gives
=~ O B} 22 + G} a2 + )5 )

It follows that &} > 0 if and only if
E[(c4 22 + 8})(aZ? + 8)¥*7 1 < 0. (22)

If o} <0, this inequality is automatic, and so is (20) because — f,, has the same sign as o, and ¢(s) > 0,
for all s. If &} > 0, substituting Z? = 1((aZ?+ ) — ) and multiplying by a shows that (22) is equivalent
to

oy + (afy — Bay)e(k/2 = 1) < 0.

As aff] — Ba) < 0, this is equivalent to a lower bound on ¢(r/2 —1). Substituting the relations (17)—(18)
for of, ] gives the bound (20). O

The condition in (20) is automatically satisfied in region A, where §(a, 8) < 0 because fu(c, 3) > 0.
Our focus throughout the rest of the paper is on understanding when (20) holds within region B. We
focus on the derivative ) for tractability. Derivatives at larger values of n can be reduced to derivatives
at n = 1 through Lemma 4.1.

The lower bound §(a, B) satisfies the inequality

da,f)<a+p, a+p<1. (23)
This can be seen by writing (23) as
(a+B)[(a+6)* = 1] = (1 +a*)[(a+8)* ~ 1],
and noting that (a + 8)? < 1+ a?. Because ¢(1) = a + 8 and ¢ is convex, a simple condition for x

monotonicity is ¢'(1) > 0 and x > 4, as this implies ¢(k/2 — 1) > ¢(1) > 6(«, ) through (23).
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5 Moment-Free Bounds.

Conditions for k monotonicity in region B cannot be formulated purely in terms of («,3), as the first
part of our next result shows; we need to add conditions on k or Z. In this section, we keep Z general
and restrict x; in the subsequent two sections, we add moment information about Z and weaken the
conditions we need on x. In the following, let d(a, ) denote max{0,d(a,3)}, and interpret log0 as
—00.

Theorem 5.1. (i) For any (o, f) with 6(«, B) > 0, there exists an admissible innovation distribution
for which k monotonicity fails at («, 3).

(ii) If k > 4, then
(a+8)5 <o (5-1) < (a+B)E; (24)

Kk monotonicity is guaranteed if Kk < 2+ 2logd4 («, §)/log(a + ).

(111) If 2 < k < 4, then

(a+8)E D <p(5-1) < (@+8)57, (25)
and K
59 LA
Bz (2 1) ’ (26)

x monotonicity is guaranteed if K > 2 + 2log(a + )/ log 04 (a, B) or k < 24 2log o4 (a, B)/log 3.
In particular, kK monotonicity is guaranteed if

log 04 (v, B) < —+/log Blog(a + f). (27)

The sufficient condition in (27) is stated purely in terms of o and f3, so it is particularly easy to
check. It does not contradict the statement in (i) because (27) implies x monotonicity only for x € (2,4].
Anywhere (27) holds, the violation guaranteed by (i) must have k > 4.

We noted in Section 2.2 that Drost and Nijman (1993) assume a finite fourth moment in defining
a weak GARCH process, as required in (6). We assumed finite fourth moments in Proposition 3.1 to
ensure the existence of a best linear predictor. This condition would entail x > 4, but a finite fourth
moment is not needed for the parameter transformation (8)—(9), so our question of k monotonicity remains
well-posed for x € (2,4].

5.1 An Extremal Case.

As already suggested by Theorem 5.1, the case k € (2,4) is often qualitatively different from x > 4
because in the first case k/2 — 1 < 1 < k/2, and monotonicity depends on ¢(x/2 — 1). In this section,
we show that among all distributions with a given x € (2,4), k monotonicity is guaranteed if it holds for
a certain two-point distribution. This result provides a simple sufficient condition for monotonicity for
Kk € (2,4) at a fixed (a, §): if K monotonicity holds for this extremal two-point distribution, it holds for
all innovations that yield the same « at («, 3).

For any x > 1, let B, denote a random variable supported in {0,x} with mass 1/x at z, and thus
with E[B,] = 1. The associated generating function is given by

1
B, (5) = B°+ —[(az + B)° = 5], s20. (28)
We think of B, as a candidate distribution for the squared innovations. The innovations themselves could

have the symmetric distribution on {—+/z,0,/z} with mass (z — 1)/x at zero. Condition (A3) requires
> 1

11



Theorem 5.2. Fiz any admissible (o, 3). For each k € (2,4), there is an x > 1 for which pp, (k/2) = 1.
If k monotonicity holds for this By, then it holds for all admissible innovations with the same k.

We can make the condition more explicit as follows:
Corollary 5.1. Suppose r € (2,4) and />~ < §(a, B). Define
ot = 1- 66(05716) B QBK/Q_I
-~ afd(e, B) - g2

If B,.(k/2) > 1, then k monotonicity holds for all innovations with the same k. If k € (2,4) and
G521 > 5(a, B), k monotonicity holds without further conditions.

This corollary provides a simple check for monotonicity for k € (2,4) at any (o, 3). In extensive
numerical testing over a grid of («, 3) pairs and values of k in (2,4), we have not found any instance
in which the conditions in the corollary fail to hold. This numerical evidence thus suggests that s
monotonicity holds whenever k € (2,4), regardless of the innovation distribution. Recall that Theorem 5.1
already tightly constrained the possibility of exceptions for x values in this range.

5.2 Unimodal Innovations.

The violations of £ monotonicity constructed in Theorem 5.1(i) relied on distributions of Z? that put
nearly all mass on 1, which would be unnatural in applications. The range of guaranteed x monotonicity
is much wider if we restrict attention to unimodal innovations with mode zero. The innovations commonly
used in practice satisfy these conditions. As a preview of our results, Figure 5.1 illustrates the region of
(8, ) pairs for which k¥ monotonicity holds for this class of innovations when x > 4.

10
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Figure 5.1: In the shaded region, x monotonicity holds for any unimodal admissible innovation distribu-
tion with mode zero and k > 4.

The precise unimodality condition we impose is that the cumulative distribution function of Z be
convex on (—o0,0) and concave on (0,00). Our bounds are based on the special case U ~ U[—/3,v/3],
the uniform distribution on the interval [—v/3, v/3]. The admissibility condition (A3) requires P(aU?+3 >
1) > 0 and thus 3a+ 3 > 1, so the results in this section are limited to parameters satisfying this condition.
Without this condition, the equation E[(aU? + 8)°] = 1 would fail to have a solution s > 0. For this
choice of innovation, we have an explicit expression for the function ¢.

Lemma 5.1. With U ~ U[—+/3,/3], we have

eu(s) =BllaU? + 5] = 3 (-5, 555 ).

where oF denotes the Gauss hypergeometric function.
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Proof. By definition,

1 va 2 s s ! 2 s
(pU(s)—m/_\/g(au +6)¥du=p /0 (14 3au’/B)° du.

From 15.3.1 in Abramowitz and Stegun (1972), we have the representation

1 3 1

1 1
—, =8, =;—&) = = / t=Y2(1 + ta)ddt = / (1 + v?z)*du,
2 2 0 0

2F ( >

from which the result follows. O

The uniform case provides a powerful bound. We show in Appendix B.2 that for any unimodal
innovation distribution, ¢(s) > ¢ (s), for all s > 1. A condition on ¢y thus leads to x monotonicity for
a broad class of unimodal innovations. We write k¢ for the strictly positive root of py(ky/2) = 1. We
need 3a + B > 1 for the existence of xy7, and the quadratic parameter constraint in the following result
is equivalent to kyy > 4. The quadratic constraint is indicated by the curve Cy in Figure 5.1.

Theorem 5.3. Suppose 3a.+ 3> 1, 9a%/5+ 223+ % < 1, and

i >(a, B). 29
ey PV 18) 2 0 B) (29)
Then k monotonicity holds at (c,3) for any admissible innovation distribution that is unimodal with
mode zero and has k > 4.

Figure 5.1 shows that condition (29) holds for a large proportion of (3, «) pairs. Theorem 5.3 improves
on Theorem 5.1 in the sense that x monotonicity is guaranteed in the shaded region regardless of the
value of k. Above the Cy curve, we have k < 4 for unimodal innovations. As we noted at the end of
Section 5.1, numerical testing based on the condition in Corollary 5.1 suggests that £ monotonicity always
holds with x < 4. The main question left open by Figure 5.1 (and Theorem 5.3) is whether we have &
monotonicity with unimodal innovations when g is close to 1.

6 Convexity Bounds.

Using the first three moments of Z? we can derive further conditions for x monotonicity. These results,
derived in Section 6.1, use a generalization of the standard convex stochastic order. In Section 6.2, we
derive conditions that apply when we have sufficiently many moments of Z? to provide integer bounds
on K.

6.1 s-Convexity Bounds.

The s-convex stochastic orderings, introduced by Denuit et al. (1998), are generalizations of the ordinary
convex stochastic order; see also Section 3.A.5 of Shaked and Shanthikumar (2007). For any s = 1,2, ...,
let Us_c, denote the class of functions ¢ : [0,00) — R whose derivative of order s exists and satsifies
g®¥(z) > 0, for all z € [0,00). For non-negative random variables X and Y, we write X <, o Y if
E[g(X)] < E[g(Y)], for all g € Us_, for which the expectations exist. The 1-convex order is the ordinary
stochastic order, and the 2-convex order is the usual convex order. We will apply the cases s = 3,4. For
other results on stochastic comparisons of GARCH processes, see Bellini et al. (2014).

Let Bs(1,- .., s—1) denote the set of random variables on [0, 00) with moments p1, ..., gs—1. Denuit
et al. (1998) characterize the minimal distributions within these sets in the s-convex order. In other
words, for each s they define a random variable X, such that X <;_; Y, for all non-negative random
variables Y. (The maximal counterparts are defined only on bounded intervals [a, b]; as noted in Denuit
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et al. (1998), the minimal distributions hold on [0,00).) We will use these results to bound Z?2, and as
we require E[Z?] = 1, we take u; = 1.

For s = 3, the minimal distribution is supported on {0, uo} with mass 1/us at pe. For s = 4, the
minimal distribution is supported on points {y1, 42}, y2 > 1 > y;1 defined by

oy — 2t /(s — p2)? — 4(u2 — 1) (s — p13)
2(p2 — 1)

with mass p = (y2 — 1)/(y2 — y1) on y1. We will write ¢5(u) for E[(aXs + 5)¥]
To illustrate, consider distributions matching the first few moments of Z2? when Z ~ N(0, 1), meaning
w1 =1, us = 3, and p3z = 15. Then

Y2/1

63(u) = E[(aXs + )" = (1 — )B" + (apa + B)" = 28" + ~(3a + B)",
12 3 3

L
12

and
ba(u) = E[(aXy + B)"] = playr + B)" + (1 — p)(ay2 + B)",

where y; = 3 — V6, y2:3+\/€,p:%(1+\/§).

Because the functions ¢3 and ¢4 are based on minimal distributions, they provide lower bounds on
the generating function ¢ associated with any Z for which Z? has the same first three or four moments.
The bound ¢(u) > ¢3(u) holds where z* is 3-convex (i.e., u ¢ (1,2)), and the bound ¢(u) > ¢4(u) holds
where 2" is 4-convex (i.e., u & (0,1) U (2,3)). These properties lead to the following result, which allows
us to verify k monotonicity based on the first few moments of the squared innovations.

Theorem 6.1. Let X, be s-convexr minimal elements of Bs(pi, ..., 1us—1), s = 3,4, and let ¢5 be the
associated generating functions. For any k satisfying

k/2€[1,2]U[3,00) and g (5 —1) = d(a.B), (30)

Kk monotonicity holds under any admissible innovation Z with Z? € Ba(u1, p2) satisfying p(k/2) = 1. If
K

K/Q € [27 3] U [47 OO) and ¢4 (5 - 1) 2 (5(@,5), (31)

then k monotonicity holds under any admissible innovation Z with Z* € By(u1, pio, pi3) satisfying p(k/2) =
1.

Figure 6.1 shows the (5, «) pairs where x monotonicity is guaranteed by Theorem 6.1, when the
moments are chosen to match the first three moments of Z2, with Z ~ N(0,1). The two labeled curves
show the set of (3, ) pairs for which ¢(2) =1 (k =4) and ¢(3) =1 (k = 6), respectively, under normal
innovations. So, for example, at (3, ) pairs in the shaded region above the x = 4 curve, we have k < 4
(because ¢(2) > 1), and k monotonicity is guaranteed for normal innovations by (30). In the shaded
region between the two curves, x monotonicity is guaranteed for normal innovations by (31). The figure
indicates that x monotonicity is guaranteed for normal innovations throughout nearly all of region B, but
we will show in Section 7 that there are indeed exceptions in the lower right corner.

With apus + 8 > 1, X3 is an admissible choice of Z?, and with oy 4+ 3 > 1, X4 is admissible. Because
these random variables are minimal in the corresponding convex orders, the conditions in Theorem 6.1
are in a sense the best possible conditions, given the moments po and us.
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Figure 6.1: Points (8, a) where x monotonicity is guaranteed by (30) (left panel) and by (31) (right panel)
for innovations matching the first three moments of Z2, Z ~ N (0, 1).

6.2 s-Convexity with Moment Bounds.

Theorem 6.1 provides monotonicity guarantees for specific values of x and thus requires knowledge of .
In this section, we derive conditions based on bounds on . Some of our results use bounds on x based
on integer moments of Z2. Knowing the moments of Z?2 is equivalent to knowing the values of ¢(n) for

n € N, because
n .
o)=Y () ez,
k=0

In some cases, p(n) can be calculated recursively, without evaluating E[Z2*]:

Proposition 6.1. With standard normal Z and any s > 1,
o(s+1) = [a(l +2s) + Ble(s) — 2aBsp(s — 1) .
For double exponential innovations,
(s +1) = a1+ s)(1+25)p(s) — 2a8s(s + 1)p(s — 1) + g5+,

Proof. Write ¢(s + 1) as aE[Zf(Z)] + Be(s) with f(z) = z(az? + B)*. For standard normal Z, Stein’s
lemma yields E[Z f(Z)] = E[f'(Z)]. Making this substitution and simplifying yields the first recursion.
For exponentially distributed Y with parameter A and differentiable g with E[g(Y")] < oo, integration by
parts yields

Blg(v)] = {Elg/(V)] +9(0) = 15Elg" (V)] + 14/(0) + 9(0).
With g(y) = (a? + 8)**, Y = |Z], and A\ = v/2, this identify yields the second recursion. O
With the ability to evaluate ¢(n) at integer n, we can find the m € N at which
p(m) <1< p(m+1),

and this tells us m = |k/2], without knowledge of k. In other words, we can bound k using moments of
Z2. As a first application, we have the following.

Proposition 6.2. Monotonicity holds if

p(m)
1) 2 6(a, B) (32)
or if m > 2 and

p(m —2)?

min (om0, 02

) > (a, B). (33)
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Proof. Log-convexity of ¢(s) yields
logl —logp(k/2 —1) <logp(m+ 1) —logp(m),

so the ratio in (32) is a lower bound on ¢(x/2 — 1). The log-convexity of ¢(s) on the points (m —2,m —
1,k/2 — 1) implies that the left side of (33) also provides a lower bound on ¢(k/2 — 1). O

The lower-left panel of Figure 6.2 shows the (3, «) values for which Proposition 6.2 guarantees k
monotonicity in the case of the normal distribution (or any other distribution with same first 2m + 2
moments). The simple bounds in (32)—(33) turn out to be quite powerful in the lower-right corner of the
parameter region. Nevertheless, gaps remain in this corner.

We can also combine integer bounds on x with the s-convexity bounds. As in the previous sec-
tion, let ¢3 and ¢4 denote the generating functions associated with the 3-convex and 4-convex minimal
distributions, respectively. If aug + 8 > 1, the function ¢3(s) has a minimum at

log(—log 3) + log(pu2 — 1) — loglog(ausa + )
log(aps + B) —log 8

Smin,3 = .
For aps + f < 1 set smin3 = co. Similarly, let smin4 denote the minimizer of ¢4 if ays + f > 1 and
Smin,a = 00, otherwise.

For ays + B > 1 denote by k4 > 0 the solution of the equation ¢4(k4/2) = 1, and let my = |k4/2].
The value of k4 gives useful constraints on m and &, as shown by the following result. Denuit et al. (2000)
use similar arguments to bound the Lundberg coefficient of insurance risk theory.

Lemma 6.1. Assume ays + 3 > 1. Either 2 < k < kg <4, or4 < kK4 < K <6, or6 < k < Kq. In
particular, m = 1 if and only if mqg = 1, and m = 2 if and only if mg = 2.

Proof. For s € [1,2]U][3,00), (46) yields ¢4(s) < ¢(s). In addition, we have p(1) = ¢4(1) and ¢(2) = ¢4(2)
because, by construction, the first three moments of X4 and Z? agree. It follows that if /2 € [1,2], then
ka/2 € [1,2], and k < k4. Similarly, ¢(3) = ¢4(3) implies that if /2 > 3, then k4 > k.

For s € [2,3], ¢a(s) > ¢(s). In addition, ¢(2) = ¢4(2) and p(3) = ¢4(3). It follows that if k/2 € [2, 3],
then k4/2 € [2,3], and k4 < K. O

The following result provides sufficient conditions for £ monotonicity without reference to the inno-
vations Z. The conditions are fomulated purely in terms of the 3-convex minimal and 4-convex minimal
distributions that match the first two and first three moments of Z?2, respectively.

Theorem 6.2. Suppose ays + 5 > 1. Then k monotonicity holds under any of the following conditions:
(i) ma #2, £4/2 =1 < smin3 and ¢3(k4/2 — 1) > 0(c, B).
(ii) ma # 2, aps + B> 1, and ¢3(smin3) > d(a, B).

(111) ma =2 and ¢4(Smina) > 0(c, B).

Proof. If my4 # 2, then we know from Lemma 6.1 that k < k4 and /2 —1 € (0,1) U [2,00). By (45),
o(k/2—=1) > ¢3(k/2 — 1) > ¢3(k4/2 — 1), where the second inequality holds because ¢3 is decreasing on
[0, Smin,3]. Thus, ¢(k/2 —1) > 6(a, ), and k£ monotonicity holds in case (i). In case (ii), apz + 6 > 1
implies that spinz < 00, and then ¢(k/2 — 1) > ¢3(Kk/2 — 1) > ¢3(Smin,3) > (e, B), and xk monotonicity
holds. In case (iii), Lemma 6.1 yields m = 2, so k/2 — 1 € [1,2), and applying (46) we get ¢(k/2 — 1) >
¢4(ﬁ/2 - 1) > ¢4(Smin74)‘ ]
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The region of (8, a) where x monotonicity holds by Theorem 6.2 is shown in the upper panels of
Figure 6.2 for squared innovations matching the first three moments of a squared standard normal random
variable. The conditions cover almost the entire region of («a, 3), except for a gap at large 5 > 0.85, and
the region below the ays + 6 = 1 line. The region below this line has large values of k and is covered by
the ratio bounds (32)—(33).

The lower right panel of Figure 6.2 shows that combination of Proposition 6.2 and Theorem 6.2
covers nearly all of region B for normal innovations. The figure makes it tempting to conjecture that
x monotonicity holds everywhere. But numerical examples indicate that some of the gaps are genuine
exceptions to monotonicity. For example, at a« = 0.001, 5 = 0.995, we find k = 1049.64 and p(k/2—1) =
0.9605, but d(«, 5) = 0.9638, violating (20). In the next section, we prove the existence of such exceptions
(thus excluding the possibility of numerical error) by considering limits as 8 — 1.

Thn6.2)

Figure 6.2: The upper panels show (§,«) points where £ monotonicity is guaranteed for Z ~ N(0,1)
by each case of Theorem 6.2. The lower left panel shows the region covered by Proposition 6.2, and the
lower right panel shows the combined regions from Theorem 6.2 and Proposition 6.2.

7 Exceptions.

By an exception we mean a point («, §) and an innovation distribution for which ¢(k/2 — 1) < d(«, 8),
implying that x monotonicity fails. Numerical testing finds exceptions near § = 1. We investigate this
region by considering limits as 51 1 with a = r(1 — ), with r € (0,1).
We compare the limits of the derivatives (more precisely, difference quotients) of §(«, 3) and p(r/2—1)
as  — 1 along the line o = r(1 — ). For ¢, direct calculation yields
1-6(r(1—5),8)

. 2
él_}m1 75 ——3+;+r. (34)

An exception is then guaranteed, for all 8 sufficiently close to 1, if the limit of

1 —p(k/2-1)
1-p

is larger than the limit in (34). We consider the following class of innovations:

Ap = (35)
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Sub-Gaussian innovations: There exist positive constants C, v such that
P(|Z] >t) < Ce ™ for all t > 0.

This condition implies that ¢(0) := E[69Z2} is finite for # in a neighborhood of the origin. With § =
sup{f > 0 : ¢(f) < oo} (which may be infinite), we add the requirement that

P(0) — oo as 6 1 6. (36)

We also require that Z satisfy (A3) for all (a, 8) that satisfy (A1l). Normal innovations Z ~ N(0,1) fall
within this class.

In a separate analysis, not reported here, we have proved the existence of exceptions for exponentially
bounded and heavy-tailed innovations. Details are available from the authors.

Theorem 7.1. For sub-Gaussian Z,

lim Ag = 2rgy(a(r)), 37
L dim A =2 (a) (37)

1CZ2]

where gz(c) = e 3 E[e2°?"], and a(r) is the unique strictly positive solution of gz(a(r)) = 1.

We prove this result in D but first discuss its implications. If the limit of Ag is larger than the limit
(34), then we know that ¢(k/2 —1) < é(r(1 — ), 3), indicating an exception, for all § sufficiently close
to 1. It thus remains to compare the limit of Ag in the theorem with the limit in (34).

With Z ~ N(0,1), the expectation E[eéczz] = \/11? exists for ¢ < 1 and
e_i
92(0) = S——. (39)

This function is convex with gz(0) = 1, ¢7,(0) < 0, and unique positive root a(r) satisfying a(r) =
1 — e /" where g, (a(r)) > 0. Differentiating (38) gives

, c+r—1 e ct+r—1

9z(c) = me = mgz(c)y

from which we obtain

) a(r)+r—1 r
lim Ag = 2rg’ = =-1 39
ﬁlinl B ’I”gZ(CL(’I"» 1— CL(T) + 1— a(r) ( )
Exceptions occur for § near 1 if
T 2
14+ —>-3+ - . 40
e T R (40)
With z(r) = 1 — a(r), the fixed point equation a(r) = 1 — e~*")/" is equivalent to
—1
_ &’ (41)
log x(r)
and (40) is equivalent to
2
I P (42)

x(r)
Equation (41) is a strictly increasing function from z to r, mapping (0, 1) onto (0, 1), so we may evaluate
the limit as r — 0 of the left side of (42) as

r2 . (z—1)?

lim —— = lim

r—=0z(r)  2-0 z(log z)? -
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because y/zlogx — 0 as © — 0. Thus, (42) holds for all sufficiently small ». Numerically, we find that
(39) is greater than (34) (so (40) holds) for r < 0.45. For r in this range, we will observe exceptions for
all B sufficiently close to 1 and a = r(1 — ).

The rather subtle structure of exceptions is surprising. The results in previous sections all point to
monotonicity of k as the “typical” case. Our bounds guarantee x monotonicity over nearly all of the
parameter space for broad classes of distributions. And yet, for some of the most important classes of
innovation distributions, we find exceptions. Returning to the example of Section 4.1, this means that
we cannot automatically assume that ensuring tail consistency across multiple time scales means using
heavier-tailed innovations at lower frequencies, even though this is usually the case.

8 Empirical Illustration.

To illustrate our theoretical results, we apply them to several time series. We consider daily log returns
on the S&P 500 stock market index (SPX), the euro/dollar exchange rate (EUR/USD), the yen/dollar
exchange rate (JPY/USD), the Brazilian real/dollar exchange rate (BRL/USD), and the price of West
Texas Intermediate crude oil (WTI). This set gives us an equity index, two major exchange rates, an
emerging market exchange rate, and a commodity price. For each series we use 11 years of daily data,
from 2010 through 2020.

We de-mean each series by subtracting its sample mean for the full time period. We then fit a
GARCH(1,1) model to each de-meaned series, using the £GARCH package in R. We estimate parameter
values using quasi-maximum likelihood estimation, which assumes normal innovations. Normal innova-
tions facilitate comparison with results and figures in previous sections.

The parameter estimates ((541,31) for each series are shown in Table 2. The standard errors for
these estimates range from 0.006 to 0.02. The third column reports 1, the value of x found by solving
©(r/2) = 1, using parameter values (&1, 51) and a normal distribution for Z.

Starting from the parameters (&1, Bl) for each series, we apply the temporal aggregation transforma-
tion (8)—(9) to get a sequence of parameters (ay, B,), n = 1,2,.... The sequence for each series follows a
trajectory of the type illustrated in Figure 4.1, starting in region B and eventually entering region A. The
Nmax value for each series in Table 2 shows the largest n for which the trajectory remains in region B.
The question of x monotonicity is relevant in the range n < nyay; in region A, monotonicity is automatic.

The last four columns show the range of n values (with n < npay) for which the indicated results
guarantee x monotonicity. The results collectively guarantee x monotonicity for all series for all n. In
fact, in these examples, Theorem 6.2 guarantees x monotonicity in every case, and Proposition 6.2 covers
all but one case. This pattern should not be surprising, given the near-complete coverage illustrated
in Figure 6.2. Proposition 6.2 contains two sufficient conditions for x monotonicity, (32) and (33), and
we credit the proposition with ensuring monotonicity if either of these conditions is satisfied. In several
cases, only one of the two conditions in Proposition 6.2 is met, but neither is uniformly more effective
than the other.

We did not include Theorem 6.1 in the table because it requires stronger conditions than Theorem 6.2.
We have encountered rare cases in which x monotonicity is guaranteed by Theorem 6.1 but not by any
of the results in Table 2. In our numerical search of the parameter space, we have not encountered cases
in which condition (20) for x monotonicity in Proposition 4.3 holds but for which monotonicity is not
implied by any of our bounds.

As suggested by Table 2 and Figures 5.1-6.2, no single result uniformly dominates all other results in
ensuring x monotonicity. Different conditions are helpful in different parts of the («, 5) parameter space.

19



Table 2: Summary of £ monotonicity tests for five time series. The last four columns report the range of
aggregation levels 1 < n < npax for which the indicated results guarantee monotonicity. Monotonicity is

automatic beyond nax.
Unimodal bound Ratio bounds s-cx bounds

Market (a1, Bl) K1 TMmax Thm 5.1 Thm 5.3 Prop. 6.2 Thm 6.2
SPX (0.183,0.785) 3.9 7 all all all all
EUR/USD (0.035,0.962) 7.0 67 n>39 n > 41 all all
JPY/USD  (0.058,0.936) 58 32 n>12 n>10 all all
BRL/USD (0.080,0.808) 5.1 17 n>3 n>3 all all
WTI (0.116,0.874) 3.7 23 all all n>2 all

9 Concluding Remarks.

The stationary distribution of a GARCH(1,1) process is heavy-tailed, even when the innovations driving
the GARCH process are light-tailed. We have studied how the exponent k in the power-law decay of a
GARCH(1,1) process changes under a transformation of the model parameters o and 8 that results from
temporal aggregation.

The parameter transformation we study arises in fitting GARCH models to the same time series at
multiple frequencies. We showed that this parameter transformation provides a property we call forecast
consistency, meaning that low-frequency and high-frequency models produce the same forecasts when
both are limited to low-frequency historical data.

Our investigation of kK was motivated by a second objective we call tail consistency, requiring that
models fit at different frequencies exhibit the same tail behavior in their stationary distributions. We
established several results showing that x increases under temporal aggregation of parameters, meaning
that heavier-tailed innovations are required at lower frequencies to acheive tail consistency. Surprisingly,
we have also proved exceptions to this pattern for several classes of innovation distributions in the region
where « is close to zero and 3 is close to one.

These results provide guidance on the usually informal practice of fitting models at multiple fre-
quencies. Forecast consistency argues for using the Drost and Nijman (1993) parameter transformation,
rather than estimating parameters separately. Tail consistency usually argues for using heavier-tailed
innovations with lower-frequency models, except for § very close to 1.

Extending these results to GARCH(p, ¢) models remains an open problem. The counterpart of x for
GARCH(p, ¢) models can be found in Basrak et al. (2002), and the temporal aggregation of parameters for
these models was already derived in Drost and Nijman (1993). The challenge thus lies in understanding
how the exponent in Basrak et al. (2002) changes under temporal aggregation of parameters and different
innovation distributions.

A Proofs for Section 4

Proof. (Proposition 4.1.) It suffices to show that 2 < v; < vy implies 232 <cx 231. Let h, denote the
density of Z2 and H, its cumulative distribution. By Theorem 3.A.44 of Shaked and Shanthikumar
(2007), to show Z2, <., Z2 , it suffices to show that h,, — h,, changes signs exactly twice on [0, c0), with
sign sequence +, —, +.

Since ZBI and ZEQ have the same mean, their densities must cross at least twice; this follows from
combining Theorems 1.A.8 and 1.A.12 in Shaked and Shanthikumar (2007). The densities are given by

hy(z) = %(1 + ﬁ)_%l with C,, > 0 a normalization constant. The equation h,, (z) = h,,(x) thus
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takes the form
vo+1

x x vi+1
1 =c|1
+I/1—2 C< +I/2—2) ’

for some constant ¢ > 0. The left side is linear and the right side is strictly convex, so this equation can
have at most two solutions in [0,00). Thus h,, — h,, changes signs exactly twice on [0,00). We clearly
have hy, (x) > hy,(x) for all sufficiently large x, so the difference must have sign sequence +, —, +. O

B Proofs for Section 5
Proof. (Theorem 5.1.) We prove (i) last. For any 0 < r < s <t in the domain of ¢, log-convexity yields

()" < (r) p(t) (43)
In case (ii), applying (43) with r = 1, s = k/2 — 1, and ¢t = /2, and recalling that ¢(1) = o + 5 and
©(K/2) =1, yields

© (g - 1)(%71) < (a+pB)

and thus the upper bound in (24). The convexity of the mapping = — =z yields the lower bound
in (24) through Jensen’s inequality. Monotonicity holds if the lower bound exceeds d(a, ), and this
condition simplifies to the upper bound on x in (ii).

For case (iii), applying (43) with r = k/2 — 1, s = 1, and t = /2 yields

K/2—1

(a+8) <o (g B 1)(%—1)

and thus the lower bound in (25). The mapping z — 2"/2=1 is concave, so Jensen’s inequality yields the

upper bound in (25). Monotonicity holds if the lower bound in (25) exceeds §(«, 3), and this condition
simplifies to the lower bound on & in (iii). The trivial bound aZ? + 8 > 3 implies ¢(s) > °, so &
monotonicity holds if 5%/2~1 > §(a, 3), which yields the upper bound on & in (iii). If (27) holds, then
the lower bound exceeds the upper bound, so every s in (2,4] satisfies at least one of the two sufficient
conditions for monotonicity, and monotonicity is guaranteed.

To prove (i), suppose d(a, 3) > 0. Let Z? be supported on points 21,22, 0 < 21 < 1 < 23, with
probabilities (2o — 1)/(22 — 21) and (1 — 21)/(22 — 21) so that E[Z?] = 1. Choose 23 large enough that
azy+ > 1/6(c, ). By definition, x > 0 solves

22*1

1-=2
n/Q 1 H/2 —
p—— (azq + B)"= 4+ P (aze + P) 1. (44)

Consider a sequence of distributions with 29 fixed and z; approaching 1 from below. If x were bounded,
then as z; 1 1, the second term in (44) would vanish and the first term would remain bounded away from
1; hence, limsupk = 0o as z; 1 1. As in (44),

-1 1
p(5-1) = 2L gty Loy g,

2 29 — 21 22 — 21

For the last term, (44) and our choice of zo yield

azy + B)" <——<
22—21( 2 /8) T az+

&(ev, B),

SO

© (g — 1) < (az1 + ﬁ)”/zfl +d(a, B).

Taking any subsequence through which z; T 1 and K — oo, we eventually have p(k/2 — 1) < d(«, 8),
where k£ monotonicity fails. O
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B.1 Extremal Case.

Theorem 5.2 will follow from two lemmas.

Lemma B.1. For s > 1, the function x — pp_ (s), © > 1, is continuous and strictly increasing, mapping
(1,00) onto ((a + 5)*,00). For s € (0,1), the function is continuous and strictly decreasing, mapping

(1,00) onto (8%, (o + B)*).

Proof. Continuity is evident from (28). Letting g(z) = (az + B3)%, we have ¢p, (s) = gs(0) + 2[gs(z) —
9s(0)]. For s > 1, g, is strictly convex so 1[gs(z) — gs(0)] (hence ¢p,(s)) is strictly increasing in z.
For s < 1, gs is strictly concave so ¢p,(s) is strictly decreasing in x. The range of ¢p_(s) follows by
evaluating its limits as x — {1, 00}. O

Lemma B.2. Let Z be any admissible innovation with associated generating function p. For any s €
(1,2), let z1 > 1 be the unique solution to pp, (s —1) = (s —1). Then pp, (s) < ¢(s).

Proof. For any admissible innovation, 3°~! < ¢(s—1) < (a+3)*"1, so the existence and uniqueness of x;
follow from Lemma B.1. The last claim in the lemma follows from results of Karlin and Studden (1966).
The power functions (t°71,t) and (¢!, ¢,¢%) form Tchebycheff systems on [3,0), so E[(aZ? + B)°] is
minimized over all distributions for Z? with fixed values of E[aZ? + 8] and E[(aZ? + 3)*!] by the lower
principal representation, which is precisely the distribution of aB,, + 3; this is a special case of Theorem
5.1 of Karlin and Studden (1966). The theorem requires that the point (E[aZ? + 3], E[(aZ? + 3)*71]) be
in the interior of the corresponding moment space. This condition holds because if Z is admissible then
Z? is nondegenerate. O

Proof. (Theorem 5.2.) With x € (2,4) satisfying ¢(x/2) = 1, it follows from Lemma B.1 that there is just
one r2 at which ¢p, (£/2) = 1. Similarly, let z1 be the parameter for which ¢p, (k/2—1) = @(x/2—1).
Lemma B.2 implies that ¢p, (r/2) < ¢(k/2) = ¢p,,(k/2) and thus 21 < z2. But then

p(r/2=1) = ¢B,, (£/2 1) 2 ¢B,,(K/2 = 1),

so if kK monotonicity holds with squared innovations B,,, it holds for all squared innovations with the
same K. O

Proof. (Corollary 5.1) For any > 1 and s > 0, we have

(az + B)pp, (s — 1) = af*~H(z — 1) + ¢p,(5).

Taking s = x/2 and x = x3, where, as in the proof of Theorem 5.2, z2 > 1 solves ¢p, (k/2) =1, yields

(axg + B)¢n,, (K/2 —1) = a2y — 1) + 1.

Algebraic simplification now shows that the condition ¢p,, (£/2 —1) > d(c, B) is equivalent to zo < z*.
As pp, (r/2) is increasing in z, the condition x; < z* is equivalent to p . (k/2) > 1. The last claim in
the corollary follows from (26). O

B.2 Unimodal Innovations.

Proof. (Theorem 5.3.) By Theorem V.9, p.158, in Feller (1971), any unimodal random variable Z with
mode zero can be represented as Z = VX, with V uniform on [0,1] and X independent of V. As
E[Z?] = 1 and E[V?] = 1/3, we must have E[X?] = 3. For s > 1, Jensen’s inequality for conditional
expectations yields

E[(aV2X?+ B)*|V] > (3aV? + B)°.
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But 3V? has the same distribution as U?, so taking the expectation of both sides we get (s) > ¢y (s),
s> 1.
At s = 2, by evaluating E[U%] = 9/5 and E[U?] = 1, we get

pu(2) =9a%/5+ 228 + 5* < 1,

and therefore ky/2 > 2. We then have ¢(ky/2) > pu(ky/2) = 1, so the strictly positive root of
©(k/2) = 1 satisfies k < ky. The condition k > 4 then implies that 1 < k/2 — 1 < ky/2 — 1, so

2-1)> i > §(a,b
plr/2=1) =z min  euls)20(ab),

in light of (29), and x monotonicity follows. O

C Proof for Section 6

Proof. (Theorem 6.1.) If Z? € Bs(u1, p2), then X3 <3 ., Z2, and E[g(X;)] < E[g(Z?)], for all 3-convex
g. With g(z) = (ax + B)%, x > 0, we have ¢"'(x) = o®u(u — 1)(u — 2)(az + §)*~3. This is non-negative
for all uw € [0,1] and u € [2,00), which implies that g is 3-convex for this range of u, and —g is 3-convex
for u € [1,2]. Thus,

d3(u) < p(u), ue[0,1]U[2,00) and ¢3(u) > @(u), u e [1,2]. (45)

Under the condition in (30) we have ¢(k/2 — 1) > d(c, 8).
Similarly, the fourth derivative ¢g(* is non-negative for all u € [1,2] and w > 3, which implies that ¢
is 4-convex for this range of u. If Z% € Bs(u1, pa, p3), then X4 <4 o Z2, and

¢4(u) < <,0(’LL), u € [17 2] U [3a OO) and ¢4(u) > @(u), u € [O’ 1] U [23 3]' (46)

Under the condition in (31) we have ¢(k/2 — 1) > 0(a, ). O

D Proof of Theorem 7.1

We evaluate the limit of ¢(s) = E[(aZ?+ )°] as s — oo and a — 0 with sa approaching a constant. Let
6 be as in (36).

Lemma D.1. For ¢/2 € [0,0), suppose sa — ¢/2, then

c 1 2
li = e > E[e2¢? ] = .
Ll () = e B = gu(0
Moreover, limg_,1 ax = a(r), with a(r) as in Theorem 7.1.
Proof. With a = r(1 — 3), write (aZ? + )° as
r(l — + B3) = pB* + Mzz .
(r(1=p)Z%+8)° = 5" (1 5
With 8 — 1 and sr(1 — 8) — ¢/2, we have
c 1-— s
pB* — e 2 and (1 + w22> — e2¢4?, (47)

For any ¢//2 € (¢/2,0) and all 3 sufficiently close to 1,

<1 + T(lﬁ— B) Zz)s < 72,
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with E[e%CIZQ] < 00, so by the dominated convergence theorem, we may interchange the limit and
expectation as 8§ — 1 to get

2

lim o(s) = E[lim (aZ2 + B)*] = e 3rE[e2°?

li = .
Ao 51—>ml | =9z(c)

The convexity of gz combined with gz(0) =
existence and uniqueness of a(r) > 0 with gz(a(r

e >0,
o (M55 5 gatatr) £,

As g/, (a(r)) > 0, for sufficiently small €, gz(a(r) —€) < 1 < gz(a(r) +¢€). It follows that (a(r) —€)/2a <
k/2 < (a(r) + €)/2a, for all B sufficiently close to 1, and thus that ax — a(r). O

, 97(0) = E[Z*? — 1/r]/2 < 0, and (36) implies the
) = 1 and implies that gz is increasing at a(r). For

1
)

Proof. (Theorem 7.1.) Because a(k — 2) — a(r), Lemma D.1 yields

lim (/2= 1) = 1. (48)
We have
A Loe(s/2-1) _ E[(aZ®+8)** N (aZ? + 8- 1)]
B = 1-5 o 1-p
= TE[Z*(aZ’+ 8)"* 7] — p(r/2 - 1). (49)

As in (47), if sa — ¢/2 € [0,0), then
2(az? + B)° — 223 e
Moreover, for some constant C' > 0 and ¢’/2 € (c/2, ), we have, for all 22 > 0,

1.2

az? 4 B)° < Ce ez,
We may therefore interchange limit and expectation to get
E[Z2%(aZ” + B)°] = B[22 5 e3°%] = 2g};(c) + g2(c) /r, (50)

where the last expression follows from differentiating gz to get

1 _
gy(e) = 5o FE(Z° —1/r)ez”’).

For s = k/2 — 1, ¢ = a(r), and the limit in (50) becomes 2g¢7 (a(r)) + 1/r. Taking limits in (49) and
recalling (48) yields
T A = (2 (a(r)) + 1) — 1 = 2rg (alr).
=
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