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ABSTRACT
Unsupervised Domain Adaptive Nighttime Semantic Segmentation
(UDA-NSS) aims to adapt a robust model from a labeled daytime
domain to an unlabeled nighttime domain. However, current ad-
vanced segmentation methods ignore the illumination effect and
class discrepancies of different semantic classes during domain
adaptation, showing an uneven prediction phenomenon. It is the
completely ignored and underexplored issues of "hard-to-adapt"
classes that some classes have a large performance gap between
existing UDA-NSS methods and supervised learning counterparts
while others have a very low performance gap. To realize "hard-to-
adapt" classes’ more sufficient learning and facilitate the UDA-NSS
task, we present an Online Informative Class Sampling (OICS) strat-
egy to adaptively mine informative classes from the target night-
time domain according to the corresponding spectrogram mean
and the class frequency via our Informative Mixture of Experts. Fur-
thermore, an Informativeness-based cross-domain Mixed Sampling
(InforMS) framework is designed to focus on informative classes
from the target nighttime domain by vesting their higher sampling
probabilities when cross-domain mixing sampling and achieves
better performance in UDA-NSS tasks. Consequently, our method
outperforms state-of-the-art UDA-NSS methods by large margins
on three widely-used benchmarks (e.g. , ACDC, Dark Zurich, and
Nighttime Driving). Notably, our method achieves state-of-the-art
performance with 65.1% mIoU on ACDC-night-test and 55.4% mIoU
on ACDC-night-val.

CCS CONCEPTS
• Information systems→Multimedia information systems; •Com-
putingmethodologies→Computer vision; •Applied computing
→ Computer forensics.
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Figure 1: Uneven prediction phenomenon. The horizontal
coordinate represents the semantic classes and the vertical
coordinate demonstrates their Performance Gap (i.e. , aver-
age IoU [%] gap) between existing UDA-NSS methods and
supervised supervision counterparts. We find the uneven
prediction phenomenon that some classes (e.g. , bus and sky)
have a larger performance gap while others (e.g. , pole and
road) have a very low performance gap. In detail, we compute
the average mIoU of 19 semantic classes on the nighttime
dataset (i.e. , the ACDC-night-val and the ACDC-night-test
from the ACDC dataset [41]) via existing UDA-NSS meth-
ods [3, 14, 15, 53, 66] and their corresponding fully supervi-
sion methods at the target nighttime domain, respectively.

KEYWORDS
unsupervised domain adaptive nighttime semantic segmentation;
class sampling

ACM Reference Format:
Shiqin Wang, Xin Xu, Xianzheng Ma, Kui Jiang, and Zheng Wang. 2023.
Informative Classes Matter: Towards Unsupervised Domain Adaptive Night-
time Semantic Segmentation. In Proceedings of the 31st ACM International
Conference on Multimedia (MM ’23), October 29-November 3, 2023, Ottawa,
ON, Canada. ACM, New York, NY, USA, 10 pages. https://doi.org/10.1145/
3581783.3611956

1 INTRODUCTION
Nighttime Semantic Segmentation (NSS), aiming to label each pixel
of a given nighttime image to an object category, has beenwidely ap-
plied to autonomous driving [24, 53, 54, 69], visual surveillance [45,
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Figure 2: Correlation between Performance Gap and Spectrogram Mean (a) / Class Frequency (b) of each class in the target
nighttime domain predictions when existing UDA-NSS methods [3, 14, 15, 53, 66] testing on the ACDC-night-val and the
ACDC-night-test dataset. Then, we show the joint influence of Spectrogram Mean and Class Frequency on the Performance
Gap (c). Each point symbolizes a class. Note that the top left corner, i.e. , classes with a low spectrogram mean and a high class
frequency have a low performance gap.

50, 51, 63], and robotic vision [11]. It is easy to obtain large-scale
real-world nighttime images, yet constructing corresponding night-
time datasets with well-labeled pixel-level annotations is labor-
intensive and time-consuming, which makes traditional supervised
learning methods [37, 61, 65] encounter bottlenecks in NSS tasks.
Some researchers multiplex strategies of Daytime Semantic Seg-
mentation (DSS), but encounter serious performance degradation at
night due to the large domain gap between daytime and nighttime
data [35, 54, 60]. To alleviate the data annotation requirement and
bridge the domain gap, Unsupervised Domain Adaptive Nighttime
Semantic Segmentation (UDA-NSS) [53, 54] attracts much atten-
tion to transferring the labeled daytime domain knowledge to the
unlabeled nighttime domain through domain adaptation.

To facilitate the UDA-NSS task, on the one hand, previous UDA-
NSS methods primarily narrow the illumination gap via utilizing
an intermediate twilight domain as the bridge [9, 39, 40] or uti-
lizing the image transferring network to transform different do-
mains as the same style [12, 27, 38, 42, 44, 45, 49, 53, 54, 60, 66],
ignoring the illumination degradation of different semantic
classes. On the other hand, due to the class imbalance problem in
the training samples, different classes are prone to have distinct
transferability [52], i.e., some classes that occupy small portions of
the pixel are inherently hard to transfer across domains. Existing
methods usually introduce re-weighting strategy [27, 53, 54] to
boost the performance for classes of smaller-size objects via assign-
ing their higher weight or train the target nighttime samples in a
class-balanced manner [60, 66] to optimize the model, ignoring
weights dynamic adjustment of different semantic classes
during domain adaptation.

The above two issues result in some "hard-to-adapt" classes se-
verely insufficient learning. As shown in Figure 1, it is reported that
there exists an uneven prediction phenomenon that some classes
have a larger performance gap between existing UDA-NSS methods
and supervised learning counterparts while others have a very low
performance gap. Even though existing re-sampling [32, 57, 71, 72]
and re-weighting [33, 34] strategies designed for UDA semantic
segmentation are applied in UDA-NSS, the uneven prediction phe-
nomenon is still not well addressed. This phenomenon indicates that

existing UDA-NSS methods mainly tend to easy-to-adapt classes
learning but neglect hard classes during domain adaptation. An-
other way to look at these hard classes, they have more consider-
able potential for improvement and contribute more to bridging
the domain gap, dubbed as the "informative" classes in this study.
In this way, we argue that the performance of the UDA-NSS model
can be significantly improved by mining "informative" classes and
then training them effectively during domain adaptation. However,
labels of the target nighttime domain are unavailable during do-
main adaptation, so the performance gap of each class is unknown.
That’s why the classes that need to be focused on cannot be selected
solely based on the performance gap of each class shown in Figure 1.
Therefore, the dynamic mining and training of "informative" classes
during domain adaptation is essential to encourage maximizing
segmentation performance on the target nighttime domain.

Based on this observation, a new perspective from cross-domain
mixed sampling exploiting informative class mining is pioneered in
this study to facilitate the UDA-NSS task. For a better understanding,
we systematically investigate this problem from two aspects: 1) How
to mine informative classes adaptively during domain adaptation? 2)
How to boost the UDA-NSS task with informative classes?

Targeting the first question, we consider illumination degra-
dation and transferability of different semantic classes. Inspired
by [5, 58, 67], the low-level spectrum can scene illumination varia-
tions, and such image frequency distribution difference can repre-
sent the illumination gap. Furthermore, the class frequency can be
dynamically obtained from the portion of every class in target night-
time domain predictions, reflecting the familiarity of the UDA-NSS
model with the corresponding class. And such class frequency can
effectively reflect the transferability of different semantic classes.
We correspondingly compute the spectrogram mean and the class
frequency of each class in the target nighttime domain predictions
and corresponding input images, respectively. In detail, we utilize
the Pearson Correlation Coefficient 1 (𝛾 ) [7] to measure the correla-
tion between the performance gap and the above two characteristics

1A commonmetric that measures the strength and direction of the relationship between
two variables. The range is from -1 to 1. A value closer to -1 or 1 indicates a stronger
negative or positive correlation, respectively, and 0 implies no correlation.
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(See Figure 2). It is observed the performance gap has a relatively
strong positive/moderate negative correlation with the above two
characteristics (𝛾 is 0.64 and -0.41, respectively). To leverage the
complementary information of the above two characteristics, we
propose the Informative Mixture of Experts to dynamically assign
the importance of each character ("informative class metric ex-
pert"), thus constructing an Online Informative Class Sampling
(OICS) strategy. For the second aspect, during the domain adapta-
tion, cross-domain mixed sampling can implicitly help the network
to better deal with the domain gap [6, 28, 48] and focusing more
on informative classes from the target domain contribute better to
the domain adaptation. To this end, we design an Informativeness-
based cross-domain Mixed Sampling (InforMS) framework, which
focuses on informative classes via vesting their higher sampling
probabilities when cross-domainmixing sampling and realizes some
hard-to-adapt classes’ sufficient learning. The main contributions
are summarized as follows:

• We empirically find an uneven prediction phenomenon and
pioneer a new perspective from cross-domain mixed sam-
pling exploiting informative class mining to facilitate the
UDA-NSS task, unexplored by previous methods.

• We present an Online Informative Class Sampling strategy,
which can adaptively mine informative classes according to
the spectrogram mean and the class Frequency of each class
via our Informative Mixture of Experts. Besides, we designed
an Informativeness-based cross-domain Mixed Sampling (In-
forMS) framework to realize some hard-to-adapt classes’
more sufficient learning.

• Experiments on three widely-used benchmarks show that
our proposed method outperforms state-of-the-art UDA-NSS
methods by large margins and achieves a new state-of-the-
art performance of nighttime semantic segmentation.

2 RELATEDWORK
Previous UDA-NSS methods primarily narrow the illumination gap
via the intermediate twilight domain [9, 39, 40] or the image trans-
ferring network [12, 27, 38, 42, 44, 45, 49, 53, 54, 60, 66]. Dai et al. [9]
first leverages an intermediate twilight domain as the bridge to pro-
gressively transfer knowledge from the source daytime domain to
the target nighttime domain. Sakaridis et al. [39, 40] further extend
it by leveraging geometry information to refine the semantic predic-
tions. However, introducing twilight domains for gradual domain
adaptation brings a more significant computational burden. Moti-
vated by the widely studied image style transfer [17, 21, 26], one
can try translating different domains into the same style. Earlier
studies [38, 42, 44, 45, 60] along this direction apply adversarial
models, e.g., CycleGAN [70], to achieve the style translation from
daytime to nighttime or vice versa. Recently, some studies utilize
the image relighting network [49, 53, 54, 66] or a light enhance-
ment network [27] to transfer different domains as the same style.
However, all the above UDA-NSS methods ignore the illumina-
tion degradation of different semantic classes, resulting in some
"hard-to-adapt" classes severely insufficient learning.

The class imbalance issue also exacerbates the problem, as differ-
ent classes exhibit distinct transferability [52]. Classes with small
portions of the pixel are inherently hard to transfer across domains.
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Figure 3: Online Informative Class Sampling. During train-
ing, the initial step is to derive the source class list from the
ground truth (𝑌𝑠 ) of the source image (𝐼𝑠 ). Following this, the
spectrogram mean, and class frequency for each of the 19
semantic classes are computed, utilizing predictions from all
target nighttime domain images and corresponding spectro-
gram segmentation maps generated from nighttime images
(𝑇𝑛). Subsequently, the source class list is ranked based on
informativeness in descending order, dividing it into more
informative classes (upper half) and less informative classes
(lower half). Finally, a binary mask (𝑀𝑛) is created, assigning
a value of one to pixels in the ground truth (𝑌𝑠 ) of the source
image from less informative classes and zero to all others.

Existing UDA-NSS approaches [27, 53, 54] utilize a re-weighting
strategy to boost the prediction accuracy of smaller-size objects,
which assigns the weight according to its proportion of pixels in the
source domain, i.e., the smaller the proportion and the higher the
weight. Meanwhile, considering the class imbalance in the target
nighttime domain, Yang et al. [66] train the nighttime samples in
a class-balanced manner via mixing pixels of randomly selected
classes from the source sample with the nighttime sample. Xu
et al. [60] adopts an offline class-balanced process of generating
pseudo labels. However, all the above UDA-NSS methods neglect
weights dynamic adjustment of different semantic classes, leading
to severe underlearning of "hard-to-adapt" classes.

3 METHODOLOGY
In this section, we investigate the UDA-NSS task from two aspects:
1) How to mine informative classes adaptively during domain adap-
tation? 2) How to boost the UDA-NSS task with informative classes?

3.1 Online Informative Class Sampling
Here we present the Online Informative Class Sampling strategy to
adaptively mine informative classes according to the spectrogram
mean and the class frequency metric via our Informative Mixture
of Experts, as illustrated in Figure 3.

3.1.1 SpectrogramMean. The principal disparity between the source
daytime domain and the target nighttime domain stems from the
illumination difference [23, 36, 45, 53, 54, 63, 68]. Challenges in do-
main adaptation arise from low-light conditions and non-uniform
illumination at nighttime in the target domain [10, 18–20, 46]. The
low-level spectrum represents scene illumination variations, while
image frequency distributions can reflect the day-time/night-time
discrepancies [5, 58, 67]. To illustrate this point, we conducted a
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quantitative dataset-level study. Utilizing the Discrete Cosine Trans-
form (DCT), we computed the spectrogram mean of images from
the Cityscapes [8] (source daytime domain) and the ACDC-N [41]
(target nighttime domain), respectively [59]. Our analysis revealed
that the spectrogram mean of nighttime scenes (0.057566497) ex-
ceeded that of daytime scenes (-5.74667e-05), indicating illumina-
tion discrepancies. Crucially, higher spectrogram mean values are
associated with more informative classes. Thus, the “Spectrogram
Mean" can effectively evaluate the informativeness of each class,
reflecting illumination discrepancies between the two domains.

To begin with, we obtain the predictions of all target nighttime
domain images. We employ the two-dimensional DCT to transfer
the spatial domain to the frequency domain as follows:

𝐹 (𝑢, 𝑣) = 𝑐 (𝑢)𝑐 (𝑣)
𝑁−1∑︁
𝑥=0

𝑁−1∑︁
𝑦=0

𝑓 (𝑥,𝑦)𝐵𝑢,𝑣𝑥,𝑦

𝐵
𝑢,𝑣
𝑥,𝑦 = cos

(2𝑥 + 1)𝑢𝜋
2𝑁

cos
(2𝑦 + 1)𝑣𝜋

2𝑁

(1)

where 𝑢 and 𝑣 denote the horizontal and vertical frequency com-
ponents, respectively. (𝑥,𝑦) is the spatial locations of the image
block and 𝑁 represents the size of the image block. 𝐹 (𝑢, 𝑣) is the
2D DCT frequency spectrum, 𝑢, 𝑣 ∈ {0, 1, · · · , 𝑛 − 1}, and 𝑓 (𝑥,𝑦) is
a two-dimensional vector element of 𝑁 × 𝑁 in the spatial domain,
𝑥,𝑦 ∈ {0, 1, · · · , 𝑁 − 1}. 𝑐 (𝑢) and 𝑐 (𝑣) are compensation factors as:

𝑐 (𝑢), 𝑐 (𝑣) =

√︃

1
𝑁
, 𝑢, 𝑣 = 0√︃

2
𝑁
, 𝑢, 𝑣 ≠ 0

(2)

Then, we compute the spectrum mean of each class as follows:

𝐼𝑐 =
1
𝑁𝑐

𝑁𝑐∑︁
𝑖=1

𝐻×𝑊∑︁
𝑗=1

𝐹 (𝑢, 𝑣) ( 𝑗,𝑐 ) ; 𝑐 ∈ 𝐶 (3)

where 𝑁𝑐 denotes the number of pixels for the 𝑐-th class in the
target nighttime domain predictions. 𝐻 and𝑊 denote the height
and width of the image, respectively.

3.1.2 Class Frequency. Motivated by that deep neural networks
tend to predict their familiar classes and ignore unfamiliar classes.
Hence, the “Class Frequency” can be employed to metric the infor-
mativeness level of each class, which can reflect the familiarity of
the model with the class. That is if the class is rarely predicted by
the model, i.e. , the class is unfamiliar to the model. The lower the
class frequency, the more informative the class.

We first compute the 𝑐-th class frequency 𝑓𝑐 of the whole target
nighttime domain’s predictions.

𝑓𝑐 = [

∑𝑁
𝑖=1

∑𝐻×𝑊
𝑗=1

[
𝑐 = argmax

𝑐′
𝑔𝜃

(
𝑥
(𝑖 )
𝑇

) ( 𝑗,𝑐′ ) ]
𝑁 · 𝐻 ·𝑊 ] (4)

where 𝑁 represents the number of images in the target nighttime

domain, and 𝑔𝜃
(
𝑥
(𝑖 )
𝑇

) ( 𝑗,𝑐′ )
denotes the segmentation prediction of

the target nighttime domain.

3.1.3 Informative Mixture of Experts. Rather than training a single
network with one informative class metric, we propose an informa-
tive Mixture of Experts to leverage the complementary information
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Figure 4: Informativeness-based cross-domain Mixed Sam-
pling (InforMS) framework. Three input image 𝐼𝑠 , 𝐼𝑡𝑑 and 𝐼𝑡𝑛
are from the source domain 𝑆𝑑 and two target domains𝑇𝑑 and
𝑇𝑛 , respectively. They undergo the corresponding semantic
segmentation network, yielding predictions 𝑃𝑠 , 𝑃𝑡𝑑 , and 𝑃𝑡𝑛 .
Our proposed OICS strategy is employed to generate binary
masks (𝑀𝑛) by adaptively mining informative classes from
𝑇𝑛 . Consequently, the mixed images (𝐼𝑚𝑛) and mixed labels
(𝑌𝑚𝑛) are generated. The student net subsequently processes
the 𝐼𝑚𝑛 to ascertain segmentation predictions (𝑃𝑚𝑛). The final
stage involves optimizing the image predictions and their
associated labels using a categorical Cross-Entropy (CE) Loss.

from the above two informative class metrics (also termed “infor-
mative class metric experts"). Specifically, we dynamically assign
the importance of each expert during domain adaptation as follows:

𝑦 =

𝑛∑︁
𝑖=1

𝐺 (𝑥)𝑖𝐸𝑖 (𝑥) = 𝐺 (𝑥)1𝐼𝑐 +𝐺 (𝑥)2 𝑓𝑐 (5)

where
∑𝑛
𝑖=1𝐺 (𝑥)𝑖 = 1 and 𝐺 (𝑥)𝑖 represents the weight assigned to

the expert 𝑓𝑖 (𝑥). And 𝐺 (𝑥)𝑖 is determined by the informativeness
gains (△𝐸𝑖 (𝑥)) of informative classes. In detail, we first assign two
experts the corresponding normalized informativeness gains (mIoU
gains). Then, we calculate the spectrogram mean and the class fre-
quency of informative classes at time t and t+1, respectively. When
the spectrogram mean decreases or the class frequency increases,
the weight of the corresponding expert is increased by 0.1. Other-
wise, it remains the same. Finally, we obtain the normalized weight
of each expert, which will be used in the next iteration.

3.2 Informativeness based cross-domain Mixed
Sampling (InforMS) framework

Figure 4 depicts the overall architecture of our proposed method.
It involves a source daytime domain 𝑆𝑑 and two coarsely aligned
target domains𝑇𝑑 and𝑇𝑛 , where𝑇𝑑 and𝑇𝑛 represent the target day-
time and nighttime domain, respectively. Only the source domain
𝑆𝑑 has ground-truth semantic segmentation during training. Three
images 𝐼𝑡𝑑 , 𝐼𝑑 , and 𝐼𝑡𝑛 , sampled from 𝑇𝑑 , 𝑆𝑑 , and 𝑇𝑛 , respectively,
serve as input. We first feed the inputs into the corresponding
semantic segmentation network to obtain their segmentation pre-
dictions (category-likelihood map) 𝑃𝑡𝑑 , 𝑃𝑠 , and 𝑃

′
𝑡𝑛 for the three

domains, respectively. Considering there exists coarse alignment of
semantic content between the target daytime image and the target
nighttime image, we then utilize the refinement module [3] to refine
𝑃
′
𝑡𝑛 using the 𝑃𝑡𝑑 . In online self-training, the weights of the teacher
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Table 1: Comparison of state-of-the-art unsupervised domain adaptation on Cityscapes→ACDC adaptation for nighttime. The
per-category results on ACDC-night-test are shown below. The best results are presented in bold
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GCMA [39] RefineNet 78.6 45.9 58.5 17.7 18.6 37.5 43.6 43.5 58.7 39.2 22.5 57.9 29.9 72.1 21.5 56.3 41.8 35.7 35.4 42.9
MGCDA [40] RefineNet 74.5 52.5 69.4 7.7 10.8 38.4 40.2 43.3 61.5 36.3 37.6 55.3 25.6 71.2 10.9 46.4 32.6 27.3 33.8 40.8
DANNet [53] DeepLab-v2 90.0 55.6 71.1 30.8 21.0 24.3 24.1 30.7 66.1 28.2 75.9 38.9 31.1 60.6 10.4 30.3 42.0 22.0 31.4 41.3
DANNet [53] RefineNet 91.3 60.5 77.2 38.9 27.2 28.0 29.2 33.3 68.7 32.8 80.1 46.2 26.4 71.9 36.0 53.7 67.5 39.3 36.1 49.7
DANNet [53] PSPNet 90.5 62.1 76.5 34.9 30.3 27.1 29.9 31.4 69.4 41.0 77.7 48.9 29.6 67.9 15.7 43.7 54.3 29.8 36.2 47.2
DANIA [54] DeepLab-v2 89.4 55.1 75.2 37.5 27.1 33.1 37.0 37.2 70.5 34.2 78.9 47.8 32.4 64.9 6.1 34.8 41.7 27.3 36.2 45.6
DANIA [54] RefineNet 92.1 63.0 79.0 39.3 30.7 33.1 39.3 40.2 70.7 37.5 80.6 49.1 28.9 71.5 48.3 56.0 59.0 43.3 36.9 52.6
DANIA [54] PSPNet 91.0 60.9 77.7 40.3 30.7 34.3 37.9 34.5 70.0 37.2 79.6 45.7 32.6 66.4 11.1 37.0 60.7 32.6 37.9 48.3
Bi-Mix [66] DeepLab-v2 88.7 58.1 71.1 34.2 22.3 27.3 26.9 31.9 63.2 26.4 64.5 39.2 25.3 62.6 3.4 31.9 32.9 25.2 29.6 40.2
Bi-Mix [66] RefineNet 90.3 60.8 72.5 38.8 23.7 33.3 22.0 31.1 62.5 20.3 60.8 45.1 24.9 70.2 55.0 50.8 59.6 38.8 34.1 47.1
Bi-Mix [66] PSPNet 90.0 60.3 67.2 37.7 24.3 31.9 31.9 32.6 67.7 32.6 52.6 44.1 27.8 62.9 32.4 39.0 53.9 33.0 34.1 45.1

GPS-GLASS [22] PSPNet 91.8 65.0 76.4 38.1 30.0 35.8 38.5 37.6 69.2 41.4 79.8 45.8 31.2 69.6 38.0 59.9 45.7 24.9 37.2 50.3
Refign [3] DeepLab-v2 92.7 67.5 82.0 40.2 21.0 39.2 36.5 44.1 60.1 35.4 53.9 54.5 28.0 75.1 18.4 49.0 62.5 42.0 43.7 49.8

InforMS (Ours) DeepLab-v2 93.9 69.9 81.7 37.0 31.6 40.7 36.0 44.2 70.2 39.5 76.6 52.8 33.3 75.1 14.6 51.4 71.6 29.7 45.2 52.4
DAFormer [14] DAFormer 92.3 64.6 70.1 28.7 18.5 45.8 11.3 41.5 42.7 41.9 0.0 55.4 30.0 74.3 40.3 45.8 81.4 39.4 47.0 45.8

Refign [3] DAFormer 91.0 63.5 81.7 41.6 18.9 50.1 51.6 53.4 72.0 46.9 80.6 59.4 29.5 71.4 15.0 50.0 76.9 42.6 45.6 54.8
InforMS (Ours) DAFormer 93.4 71.2 84.6 45.8 22.8 50.2 50.4 50.2 75.0 48.3 83.1 58.8 30.1 73.5 16.9 53.6 79.9 46.1 47.3 56.9
HRDA [15] HRDA 87.2 46.9 79.1 46.2 18.0 51.4 41.0 48.5 41.8 46.7 0.0 63.2 36.9 81.0 65.2 77.7 83.6 46.0 49.0 53.1
Refign [3] HRDA 94.8 76.7 86.5 55.8 41.7 47.7 55.3 55.3 79.4 50.4 86.9 65.2 40.6 81.2 46.7 75.6 83.6 34.0 48.7 63.5

InforMS (Ours) HRDA 95.3 77.9 87.8 52.0 42.5 51.6 56.2 63.0 78.3 49.1 86.5 67.0 41.8 82.9 46.8 69.1 88.8 48.1 52.1 65.1

net ℎ𝜙 are set as the Exponential Moving Average (EMA) of the
weights of the student net 𝑔𝜃 after each training step 𝑡 [1, 47].

During early training stages, the network’s predictions are unreli-
able, and it tends to learn easy-to-adapt classes [2, 25, 29, 56, 62, 64].
Following DACS [48], we randomly select half of the source domain
image’s classes to constitute the final class list 𝑐 . Later in training,
the model converges gradually, and more attention should be paid
to revising hard-to-adapt class predictions [3]. This progression
can be captured through the model confidence, i.e. , the normalized
entropy of the target nighttime probability maps. At that time, we
obtain the informativeness level of each class via our proposed
OICS strategy and rank the source domain image’s class informa-
tiveness in ascending order. The front half of the ranked classes list
is selected as informative classes to form the final class list 𝑐 .

Corresponding binary mask𝑀 is generated via setting the pixels
from the final class list 𝑐 to value one in𝑀 and all others to value
zero. By doing so, the mixed image (𝐼𝑚𝑛) can preserve as many
informative classes as possible from the target nighttime domain,
which can promote the segmentation of informative classes at night-
time. For labels, we mix the ground-truth label of the source domain
image (𝑌𝑠 ) with the refined pseudo-labels of the target nighttime
domain image (𝑃𝑡𝑛) in the same way as the mixed images to obtain
the mixed pseudo labels (𝑌𝑚𝑛). Finally, we apply CE Loss [43] to
the images’ predictions and corresponding labels.

4 EXPERIMENTS
4.1 Datasets and evaluation metrics
The mean of category-wise intersection-over-union (mIoU) is ap-
plied as the evaluation metric, where higher values indicate better
performance. The following datasets are utilized for model training
and performance evaluation:

Cityscapes [8]: The Cityscapes dataset contains 2,975 train-
ing, 500 validation, and 1,525 testing images. This paper uses the
Cityscapes training set as the source domain.

ACDC [41]: The ACDC dataset includes four adverse weather
conditions: fog, snow, rain, and nighttime. Each condition is divided
into 400 training, 100 validation, and 500 test images, except for
the nighttime set, which has 106 validation images. In this paper,
we utilize the nighttime training images of ACDC (ACDC-N) and
their corresponding normal-condition images (ACDC-D) as the
target domain. ACDC-night-val and ACDC-night-test are adopted
for evaluation. The test set is withheld for testing online2.

Dark Zurich [39]: The Dark Zurich dataset contains 2,416 night-
time images, 2,920 twilight images, and 3,041 daytime images for
training, all unlabeled. Following previous works [12, 53, 54, 66],
we utilize 2,416 coarsely aligned night-day image pairs as the target
dataset. The Dark Zurich dataset also includes 50 annotated for
validation (Dark Zurich-val) and 151 for testing (Dark Zurich-test).
Dark Zurich-test is withheld for testing online3.

Nighttime Driving [9]: The Nighttime Driving test set con-
tains 50 nighttime images. In our study, the test set is utilized for
evaluation.

4.2 Experimental settings
Our proposed InforMS is implemented using PyTorch on a single
RTX 3090 GPU. To showcase the flexibility of InforMS, we combine
it with state-of-the-art UDA methods. We choose Refign [3] (using
DeepLab-v2 [4], DAFormer [14], and HRDA [15]) as the baseline.
In the training stage, following [14, 30, 55], we train the network
with AdamW [31], a learning rate of 𝜂base = 6× 10−5 and a weight
decay of 0.01. We incorporate linear learning rate warmup [13] with
2ACDC website: https://acdc.vision.ee.ethz.ch/
3https://codalab.lisn.upsaclay.fr/competitions/3783
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Input Image DANNet (PSPNet) Bi-Mix (PSPNet) Ours (HRDA) Semantic GTHRDA

Figure 5: The qualitative comparison between our approach and existing state-of-the-art UDA-NSS methods on the ACDC-
night-val set (Top row), the Dark Zurich-val set (Middle row), and the Night Driving test (Bottom row).

Table 2: Comparison of state-of-the-art unsupervised domain adaptation on Cityscapes→ACDC adaptation for nighttime. The
per-category results on ACDC-night-val are shown below. The best results are presented in bold
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DANNet [53] DeepLab-v2 88.9 51.8 63.9 21.3 22.7 22.5 22.9 23.9 61.7 16.2 77.8 21.1 4.7 28.7 0.7 0.0 41.3 19.2 34.5 32.8
DANNet [53] RefineNet 90.1 55.6 72.4 32.6 28.8 26.0 30.5 22.8 64.6 15.8 80.1 24.7 0.2 53.3 2.8 0.0 62.6 21.7 28.3 37.5
DANNet [53] PSPNet 89.7 58.2 71.8 30.3 36.5 22.7 32.3 22.2 69.5 21.6 80.4 32.5 16.6 42.5 2.5 0.0 61.6 8.6 46.9 38.3
Bi-Mix [66] DeepLab-v2 88.4 60.4 62.2 27.7 27.1 28.0 29.9 27.6 58.9 16.4 58.3 23.3 2.1 37.4 0.4 0.0 31.4 8.2 34.5 32.8
Bi-Mix [66] RefineNet 90.1 58.7 61.4 27.0 27.4 36.1 25.0 25.3 57.6 12.1 59.6 23.5 5.4 50.3 7.3 0.0 46.2 17.2 26.6 34.6
Bi-Mix [66] PSPNet 90.0 60.6 63.9 33.0 30.4 30.2 29.4 24.5 63.4 17.9 66.5 27.8 14.0 51.1 2.9 0.0 60.4 18.5 39.6 38.1

GPS-GLASS [22] PSPNet 92.3 67.7 68.9 33.0 32.6 37.7 46.5 31.1 68.6 20.6 81.7 21.6 10.0 53.8 2.4 0.0 11.3 5.8 36.8 38.0
Refign [3] DeepLab-v2 92.2 65.6 74.5 33.3 20.6 43.8 41.6 30.7 57.8 14.9 53.1 34.6 5.3 61.7 16.6 0.0 69.0 17.4 27.6 40.0

InforMS (Ours) DeepLab-v2 93.5 67.7 72.6 37.0 22.7 40.8 33.8 32.6 63.7 10.3 65.0 44.2 16.8 65.6 21.2 0.0 79.7 23.8 44.1 44.0
DAFormer [14] DAFormer 90.5 61.7 59.9 30.2 27.5 47.6 7.3 26.1 42.3 19.4 0.0 33.6 18.0 59.3 8.8 0.0 82.5 17.8 30.2 36.8

Refign [3] DAFormer 87.2 55.8 76.2 39.2 20.8 52.4 54.5 41.1 68.6 22.0 78.8 38.5 18.2 60.7 13.2 0.0 67.5 12.4 41.9 44.7
InforMS (Ours) DAFormer 92.7 69.2 78.7 41.9 32.4 49.6 51.4 33.6 71.9 26.5 82.7 33.2 18.1 64.3 14.2 0.0 74.2 19.2 52.1 47.7
HRDA [15] HRDA 82.8 38.8 68.7 41.9 28.4 52.7 41.3 33.5 41.3 22.6 0.0 46.8 5.3 66.1 18.1 0.0 58.6 14.1 50.2 37.4
Refign [3] HRDA 94.1 75.3 81.8 44.9 42.0 46.1 62.9 40.0 75.7 30.3 85.3 41.6 4.7 68.9 17.5 0.0 88.9 15.6 56.1 51.1

InforMS (Ours) HRDA 94.7 76.2 81.8 48.8 43.4 51.2 64.0 47.9 73.5 27.9 83.0 51.9 4.2 70.4 11.9 0.0 90.4 23.6 52.8 55.4

warmup iterations set to 1.5k. It is trained on a batch of a 1024×1024
random crop on Cityscapes and ACDC dataset for 60k iterations.
To generate mixed images, we employ our designed OICS strategy,
followed by applying Color jittering and Gaussian blurring. And we
further apply the rare class sampling [14] to address the long-tail
distribution of the source domain and increase 𝛼 to 0.999.

4.3 Comparison with State-of-the-art Methods
4.3.1 Comparison on ACDC. We present comparisons to several
kinds of methods, including 1) UDA-NSS methods: GCMA [39],
MGCDA [40], DANNet [53], DANIA [54], Bi-Mix [66], GPS-GLASS
[22], and Refign [3]; 2) backbones: DAFormer [14] and HRDA [15].
The quantitative results of mIoU performances on the ACDC-night-
test and the ACDC-night-val dataset are reported in Table 1 and Ta-
ble 2, respectively. It is worth noting that our InforMS, using either
DeepLab-v2, DAFormer, or HRDA, outperforms existing methods
on both the ACDC-night-test and ACDC-night-val datasets. Among
DeepLabv2-based methods, our proposed InforMS achieves the best
performance. Besides, InforMS with DAFormer as the backbone

boosts the performance of DAFormer by a substantial 24.2% and
29.6% on the ACDC-night-test and the ACDC-night-val, respec-
tively. Applying InforMS on top of HRDA [15] results in a mIoU
of 65.1% and 55.4% on the ACDC-night-test and ACDC-night-val,
leading the new state-of-the-art in UDA-NSS from Cityscapes to
ACDC-N. And we also observe that our approach on top of dif-
ferent backbones, on average, has achieved comparable effects in
some hard-to-adapt classes, e.g. , sky, traffic light, traffic sign, and
vegetation. Sample visually assessing results on ACDC-night-val
in Figure 5 also verify such findings. Specifically, we calculated
the average performance of our method and existing UDA-NSS
methods [3, 14, 15, 53, 66] based on different backbones for each
semantic class on the ACDC-night-val and the ACDC-night-test
dataset. Our method demonstrated performance improvements in
all classes, and notably, the performance improvement achieved by
informative classes surpassed that of uninformative classes when
compared with existing UDA-NSS methods. This proves that our
method can realize "hard-to-adapt" classes’ more sufficient learning
and facilitate the UDA-NSS task.
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Table 3: The per-category results on Dark Zurich-test by current state-of-the-art methods. The best results are presented in bold
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DMAda [9] RefineNet 75.5 29.1 48.6 21.3 14.3 34.3 36.8 29.9 49.4 13.8 0.4 43.3 50.2 69.4 18.4 0.0 27.6 34.9 11.9 32.1
GCMA [39] RefineNet 81.7 46.9 58.8 22.0 20.0 41.2 40.5 41.6 64.8 31.0 32.1 53.5 47.5 75.5 39.2 0.0 49.6 30.7 21.0 42.0
MGCDA [40] RefineNet 80.3 49.3 66.2 7.8 11.0 41.4 38.9 39.0 64.1 18.0 55.8 52.1 53.5 74.7 66.0 0.0 37.5 29.1 22.7 42.5
CDAda [60] RefineNet 90.5 60.6 67.9 37.0 19.3 42.9 36.4 35.3 66.9 24.4 79.8 45.4 42.9 70.8 51.7 0.0 29.7 27.7 26.2 45.0
DANNet [53] DeepLab-v2 88.6 53.4 69.8 34.0 20.0 25.0 31.5 35.9 69.5 32.2 82.3 44.2 43.7 54.1 22.0 0.1 40.9 36.0 24.1 42.5
DANIA [54] DeepLab-v2 89.4 60.6 72.3 34.5 23.7 37.3 32.8 40.0 72.1 33.0 84.1 44.7 48.9 59.0 9.8 0.1 40.1 38.4 30.5 44.8
Bi-Mix [66] DeepLab-v2 89.9 59.7 68.5 32.6 21.9 33.5 26.4 33.5 64.1 31.3 74.4 38.4 29.2 63.2 6.8 0.1 31.8 37.9 21.3 40.2
CCDistill [12] RefineNet 89.6 58.1 70.6 36.6 22.5 33.0 27.0 30.5 68.3 33.0 80.9 42.3 40.1 69.4 58.1 0.1 72.6 47.7 21.3 47.5
SFNET-N [49] - 94.3 74.0 79.4 43.8 31.9 43.8 57.9 50.1 73.4 36.1 85.5 60.6 53.6 86.9 8.2 41.2 82.2 45.2 33.7 56.9

GPS-GLASS [22] PSPNet 91.6 63.1 71.2 34.7 26.7 41.4 39.7 38.4 68.6 34.8 83.7 41.3 40.8 69.6 21.5 0.0 63.5 32.1 19.4 46.4
DIAL-Filters [27] DeepLab-v2 88.7 55.8 69.8 34.7 17.1 31.7 26.6 34.4 69.0 25.9 80.1 45.1 43.3 67.6 10.9 1.1 66.1 37.6 20.5 43.5
LoopDA [44] PSPNet 86.3 46.3 76.1 30.3 22.5 32.5 34.1 34.8 62.6 19.5 84.3 46.6 51.5 73.2 60.7 3.1 73.4 26.2 24.8 46.8

DeepLab-v2 [4] DeepLab-v2 79.0 21.8 53.0 13.3 11.2 22.5 20.2 22.1 43.5 10.4 18.0 37.4 33.8 64.1 6.4 0.0 52.3 30.4 7.4 28.8
Refign [3] DeepLab-v2 89.9 59.7 69.5 28.5 11.6 39.0 17.1 35.0 35.7 18.8 30.4 38.8 43.1 72.3 73.7 0.0 61.6 33.9 24.7 41.2

InforMS (Ours) DeepLab-v2 94.1 69.5 77.6 40.7 18.5 47.5 41.9 40.5 68.7 33.9 86.0 57.0 49.7 78.4 63.1 26.6 79.4 34.4 37.1 55.0
DAFormer [14] DAFormer 93.5 65.5 73.3 39.4 19.2 53.3 44.1 44.0 59.5 34.5 66.6 53.4 52.7 82.1 52.7 9.5 89.3 50.5 38.5 53.8

Refign [3] DAFormer 91.8 65.0 80.9 37.9 25.8 56.2 45.2 51.0 78.7 31.0 88.9 58.8 52.9 77.8 51.8 6.1 90.8 40.2 37.1 56.2
InforMS (Ours) DAFormer 92.1 66.6 76.1 29.5 25.4 58.3 48.5 52.9 74.6 41.8 87.8 57.8 53.5 82.5 76.7 1.0 87.2 44.2 40.7 57.7
HRDA [15] HRDA 89.1 52.7 73.4 39.1 24.3 54.6 49.2 39.6 59.8 31.3 71.6 56.2 57.5 83.5 72.3 3.9 81.5 49.7 40.9 54.2
MIC [16] HRDA 94.8 75.0 84.0 55.1 28.4 62.0 35.5 52.6 59.2 46.8 70.0 65.2 61.7 82.1 64.2 18.5 91.3 52.6 44.0 60.2
Refign [3] HRDA 95.4 76.1 86.9 53.7 37.1 58.0 57.2 63.7 79.4 42.0 91.3 63.8 56.6 83.8 85.6 5.1 91.7 47.4 39.5 63.9

InforMS (Ours) HRDA 94.0 72.8 87.2 52.7 34.4 60.3 54.1 65.9 78.2 40.6 91.3 65.2 56.2 87.8 82.1 14.0 91.6 59.3 45.6 64.7

Table 4: Comparison with state-of-the-art methods on Dark
Zurich-val set and Nighttime Driving test set

Method Backbone Dark Zurich-val Nighttime Driving
mIoU mIoU

DMAda [9] RefineNet - 36.1
GCMA [39] RefineNet 26.7 45.6
MGCDA [40] RefineNet 26.1 49.4
CDAda [60] RefineNet 36.0 50.9
DANNet [53] DeepLab-v2 32.1 44.1
DANIA [54] DeepLab-v2 - 47.1
Bi-Mix [66] DeepLab-v2 33.2 44.2

SFNET-N [49] - - 57.4
GPS-GLASS [22] PSPNet 38.2 46.5
DIAL-Filters [27] DeepLab-v2 - 44.6
LoopDA [44] PSPNet 37.6 49.6

DeepLab-v2 [4] DeepLab-v2 - 25.4
InforMS (Ours) DeepLab-v2 40.0 53.7
DAFormer [14] DAFormer 37.1 54.0
InforMS (Ours) DAFormer 45.1 56.0
HRDA [15] HRDA 42.1 54.1

InforMS (Ours) HRDA 52.5 58.5

4.3.2 Comparison on Dark Zurich. To verify the effectiveness of
our method, we further conduct comparative experiments on the
Dark Zurich-test and the Dark Zurich-val, the results are shown in
Table 3 and Table 4, respectively. Similarly, we compare our pro-
posed method with several kinds of methods, including 1) UDA-NSS
methods: DMAda [9], GCMA [39], MGCDA [40], CDAda [60], DAN-
Net [53], DANIA [54], Bi-Mix [66], CCDistill [12], SFNET-N [49],
GPS-GLASS [22], DIAL-Filters [27], LoopDA [44], and MIC [16];
2) backbones: DeepLab-v2 [4], DAFormer [14] and HRDA [15]. No-
tably, our method with HRDA as the backbone achieves the best

performance on the Dark Zurich-test and Dark Zurich-val datasets,
with a remarkable 1.3% and 24.7% improvement in mIoU compared
to the leading method, respectively. The visualization comparison
of the Dark Zurich-val is shown in Figure 5.

4.3.3 Comparison on Nighttime Driving. To show the generaliza-
tion ability of our method, we also evaluate our approach that is
adapted to Dark Zurich on the Nighttime Driving test set in Table 4,
with sample visualization results presented in Figure 5. Our method
with HRDA as the backbone still achieves the best performance on
this dataset, with a 0.9% improvement of the overall mIoU over the
leading method. This result verifies the ability of our method to
generalize well to the Nighttime Driving dataset.

4.4 Ablation Study
In this section, we conduct a series of ablation studies to validate
the contributions of each component to the final performance.

4.4.1 Effectiveness of Online Informative Class Sampling. We first
investigate the impact of our proposed Online Informative Class
Sampling strategy. We train several model variants and evaluate
their performance on the ACDC-night-test and the ACDC-night-val
datasets, as reported in Table 5.We choose Refign [3] as the baseline,
and the reproduced results are reported as the “Initialization” of
Table 5. Then, we separately utilize “Spectrogram Mean” or “Class
Frequency” as our informativeness metric to select informative
classes. Both “Spectrogram Mean” and “Class Frequency” bring
performance improvements, “Spectrogram Mean” showing greater
improvement. After that, our Informative Mixture of Experts boosts
the performance to 65.1% mIoU and 55.4% mIoU for the ACDC-
night-test and the ACDC-night-val, respectively. This demonstrates
the necessity and effectiveness of dynamic weight adjustment.
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Table 5: Ablation Study on several model variants of our
method on ACDC-night-test and ACDC-night-val

HRDA

Component ACDC-night-test ACDC-night-val

Initialization Baseline 63.5 (+0.0) 51.1 (+0.0)

Informative
Class

Sampling
Metric

Spectrogram
Mean

Class
Frequency

ACDC-night-test ACDC-night-val

✓ 65.1 (+1.6) 54.8 (+3.7)
✓ 64.4 (+0.9) 54.6 (+3.5)

✓ ✓ 65.1 (+1.6) 55.4 (+4.3)

DeepLab-v2

Initialization Baseline 49.8 (+0.0) 40.0 (+0.0)

Informative
Class

Sampling
Metric

Spectrogram
Mean

Class
Frequency

ACDC-night-test ACDC-night-val

✓ 51.1 (+1.3) 42.9 (+2.9)
✓ 50.4 (+0.6) 42.4 (+2.4)

✓ ✓ 52.4 (+2.6) 44.0 (+4.0)

Table 6: Comparison with different data sampling methods
in InforMS (HRDA) on the ACDC-night-val set. (RS: Random
Sampling, CBS: Class-balanced Sampling, RCS: Rare Class
Sampling, OICS: Online Informative Class Sampling)

Method RS CBS RCS OICS (Ours)
ACDC-night-val 53.1 50.7 51.1 55.4

Table 7: Comparison with different proportion choice of the
Ranked Source Class List on the ACDC-night-val

Proportion Backbone 1/4 1/3 1/2 2/3 3/4
InforMS (Ours) DeepLab-v2 41.7 42.1 44.0 42.5 41.9
InforMS (Ours) HRDA 54.9 51.9 55.4 55.0 52.5

Furthermore, we compare our method with existing re-sampling
methods for UDA semantic segmentation in Table 6.We can observe
that our proposed OICS strategy achieves the best performance
on the ACDC-night-val. Meanwhile, the comparison reveals that
CBS and RCS strategies are unsuitable for UDA-NSS compared to
RS. This observation is because these methods focus on addressing
the long-tail distribution of the source domain while overlooking
informative class learning during domain adaptation.

4.4.2 Backbone. We also explore the effectiveness of different back-
bones in Table 5. HRDA can bring more obvious performance im-
provement compared with DeepLab-v2 for its strong robustness.
Despite that, our method (DeepLab-v2) still achieves comparable
performance compared with existing UDA-NSS methods based on
DeepLab-v2 on the ACDC-night-test and ACDC-night-val dataset.

4.4.3 The Proportion Choice. We conduct an ablation study about
the proportion choice of the ranked source class List on the ACDC-
night-val, as shown in Table 7. We find that 1/2 is the best choice.

4.4.4 The Weight Adjustment of Experts. We conduct an ablation
study about the weight adjustment of experts on the ACDC-night-
val, as shown in Table 8. We find that 0.1 is the best choice.

4.4.5 The Class Selection in InforMS. We explore the class selec-
tion of the target nighttime in InforMS on the ACDC-night-test
and the ACDC-night-val, as shown in Table 9. In the proposed In-
forMS, our proposed OICS strategy selects informative classes from
the target nighttime domain to carry out the cross-domain mixed

Table 8: Comparison with different weight adjustment of
experts on the ACDC-night-val

Weight Adjustment Backbone 0.0 0.05 0.1 0.15 0.2 0.5 1.0
InforMS (Ours) DeepLab-v2 42.3 41.8 44.0 42.1 42.3 41.8 41.1

Table 9: Comparison with different selection methods in
InforMS on the ACDC-night-test and the ACDC-night-val

Method Backbone ACDC-night-test ACDC-night-val
Random Selection DeepLab-v2 49.8 40.0
Less Informative DeepLab-v2 51.4 42.7
Informative (Ours) DeepLab-v2 52.4 44.0
Random Selection HRDA 63.5 51.1
Less Informative HRDA 64.6 54.6
Informative (Ours) HRDA 65.1 55.4

Table 10: Ablation Study Results of target day-to-night mix-
ture on the ACDC-night-test and the ACDC-night-val

Method Backbone ACDC-night-test ACDC-night-val
InforMS (Ours) DeepLab-v2 52.4 44.0

w day-to-night DA DeepLab-v2 51.4 42.8
InforMS (Ours) HRDA 65.1 55.4

w day-to-night DA HRDA 63.5 51.9

sampling. For comparison, we select classes randomly (“Random
Selection”) or less informative classes (“Less Informative”) from
the target nighttime domain to carry out the task. We find that
performances with Informative (Ours) are better than those with
“Random Selection” or “Less Informative” by large margins.

4.4.6 InforMS with or without target day-to-night mixture. We in-
vestigate the effect of the mixture between target daytime and night-
time by utilizing pseudo labels of daytime and nighttime during
domain adaptation. The results are reported on the ACDC-night-
test and ACDC-night-val datasets, as presented in Table 10. Our
method significantly outperforms our method with day-to-night
DA. The reason for this result is that the day-to-night mixture ac-
cumulates the noise of the target daytime domain’s pseudo-labels,
hindering the knowledge transferring of the domain adaptation.

5 CONCLUSION
In this paper, we have reconsidered the UDA-NSS task from cross-
domain mixed sampling exploiting informative classes mining per-
spective. We find that the informativeness of classes is closely re-
lated to the spectrogram mean and the class frequency of each
class in the target nighttime domain predictions and corresponding
input images. To boost the UDA-NSS task, we presented an Online
Informative Class Sampling strategy to adaptively mine informative
classes based on the corresponding spectrogram mean and class
frequency. Furthermore, we designed an Informativeness-based
cross-domain Mixed Sampling (InforMS) framework, prioritizing
informative class learning and boosting the UDA-NSS task. Experi-
mental results on three wide-used benchmarks demonstrated the
superiority of our method over existing UDA-NSS approaches.
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