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ABSTRACT

Inverse reinforcement learning (IRL) is a well-established paradigm for circum-
venting the need for explicit reward. In this paper, we study the problem of esti-
mating the reward function from a single sequence of actions (i.e., a demonstra-
tion) of a stochastic linear bandit algorithm. Our main result is a unified approach
for inverse linear bandits, based on the idea of formulating a linear program by
tightly characterizing the confidence intervals of pulled actions. We show that
the estimation error of our algorithms matches the information-theoretic lower
bound, up to polynomial factors in d and log T', where d is the dimensionality of
the feature space and 7 is the length of the demonstration. Compared to prior
approaches, our approach (i) gives a unified reward estimator that works when the
demonstrator employs LinUCB or Phased Elimination, two popular algorithms
for stochastic linear bandits, while existing estimator only works for Phased Elim-
ination; (ii) does not require access to hyperparameters or internal states of the
demonstrator algorithm as required by prior work; and (iii) works for general
action sets, while existing estimator requires assumptions on the density and ge-
ometry of the action set. We further demonstrate the practicality of our new ap-
proach by validating our new algorithms on synthetic data and demonstrations
constructed from real-world datasets, where our estimators significantly outper-
form existing ones.

1 INTRODUCTION

A central challenge in applying reinforcement learning (RL) to real-world problems is designing a
suitable reward function. This process, often called reward engineering, is notoriously difficult and
time-consuming (Anderson, 2001)). More importantly, a misspecified reward can lead to undesirable
agent behaviors, a phenomenon known as reward hacking (Amodei et al., 2016). Inverse Reinforce-
ment Learning (IRL) (Ng & Russelll 2000; |Abbeel & Ng, [2004) provides a powerful framework to
address this challenge by formalizing the concept of learning from demonstration. Instead of man-
ually crafting a reward function, the goal in IRL is to infer the underlying reward function that an
expert demonstrator is implicitly optimizing. This paradigm has successfully powered applications
in complex domains like robotics and autonomous driving (Abbeel et al., 2010} Ziebart et al.,[2008).

Traditional IRL frameworks are built upon the assumption that the demonstrator’s policy is optimal.
While this provides a powerful learning signal, this stringent assumption introduces two critical
challenges. First, it can lead to high sample complexity. When the demonstrator’s policy is (near-
Joptimal, a single trajectory provides poor directional coverage, so recovering the underlying re-
wards typically requires multiple independent demonstrations. Second, and more fundamentally, it
suffers from a well-known non-identifiability issue (Ng & Russell, 2000): a single policy can be op-
timal for an entire family of different reward functions. This ambiguity is a major obstacle because
the recovered reward may not generalize correctly or capture the demonstrator’s true underlying
intent.

This work adopts a complementary observational regime: rather than assuming access to a perfectly
optimal policy, we observe the actions of a learning agent as it converges to a (near-)optimal policy.
This choice is motivated by two considerations. First, a demonstrator’s learning trajectory is often
more readily available than a static optimal policy; data from deployed systems like web services
or robotic platforms naturally captures this learning process. Second, and more importantly, the
sequence of actions taken by a learning algorithm is information-theoretically richer than a final
deterministic optimal policy. The agent’s exploration and suboptimal choices are not noise but
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rather a crucial signal that directly reveals information about the relative quality of different actions,
allowing us to break the non-identifiability deadlock and reduce sample complexity.

In fact, the above issues of sample complexity and identifiability occur even in the much simpler
stochastic multi-armed bandit (MAB) setting. To resolve these issues, (Guo et al.| (2021) introduce
the inverse bandit paradigm, where the goal is to estimate the reward structure by observing a single
online demonstration of a low-regret algorithm. In particular, when the demonstrator employs Suc-
cessive Arm Elimination (SAE) (Even-Dar et al.,[2006) or Upper Confidence Bound (UCB) (Auer,
2002), |Guo et al.|(2021) show that the demonstrator’s behavior (i.e., the sequence of arms picked
by the demonstrator) would be sufficient to circumvent identifiability issues and the requirement of
multiple demonstrations, and optimal reward estimators could be built based on that. A subsequent
work (Guha et al.| [2024) focused on the stochastic linear bandits setting and construct a reward es-
timator based on a single demonstration of the Phased Elimination algorithm, which serves as the
first step towards understanding IRL in large action sets.

Meanwhile, the estimator by |(Guha et al.|(2024) has the following limitations: (i) the estimator
only works when the demonstrator employs Phased Elimination (Valko et al.l |2014; Lattimore &
Szepesvari, [2020); (ii) the estimator requires assumptions on the density and geometry of the action
set; (iii) the estimator requires access to hyperparameters and internal states of the demonstrator
algorithm. In fact, the first two limitations have been explicitly discussed in the work of |Guha et al.
(2024), and weakening these assumptions has been left as an open problem for future work.

In terms of methodology, the estimator by |Guha et al.[(2024) employs the least squares estimator,
and only utilizes actions from the last epoch of the Phased Elimination demonstrator to form the final
estimator. On the other hand, actions picked in any epoch of Phased Elimination reveal certain infor-
mation about the ground truth reward parameter which could be utilized to obtain a more accurate
estimate. E.g., if an action a is picked in the [-th epoch, then it can be shown that the suboptimality
gap of a is at most 2. In this sense, using only actions from the last epoch is clearly insufficient for
extracting all available information from the demonstration. This seems to be a fundamental limi-
tation of the framework employed by |Guha et al.|(2024), as it is hard to utilize data with different
accuracy levels in least squares estimate. This also explains why the estimator by \Guha et al.| (2024)
works only for Phased Elimination, requires assumptions on the action set, and requires access to
the internal states of the demonstrator.

In this paper, we show it is possible to address all the above limitations, using a unified approach,
for the problem of inverse linear bandits. Our new idea is to formulate a linear program by tightly
characterizing the confidence intervals of pulled actions to form the reward estimator. We show that
the estimation error of our estimator matches the information-theoretic lower bound, up to polyno-
mial factors in d and log T', where d is the dimensionality of the feature space and 7T is the length
of the demonstration. Moreover, our approach (i) gives a unified reward estimator that works when
the demonstrator employs LinUCB (Dani et al.,[2008; (Chu et al., [2011; |Abbasi- Yadkori et al., 201 1))
or Phased Elimination (Valko et al., 2014} [Lattimore & Szepesvari, 2020), two popular algorithms
for stochastic linear bandits; (ii) does not require access to hyperparameters or internal states of the
demonstrator algorithm; and (iii) works for general action sets. Besides the demonstration (the se-
quence of arms picked by the demonstrator), the only additional input required by our algorithm is
(an approximation of) the best reward, which we show to be necessary for breaking symmetry. We
further illustrate the practicality of our new approach by validating our new algorithms on synthetic
data and demonstrations constructed from real-world datasets, where our estimators significantly
outperform the estimator by |Guha et al.[(2024).

Our Contributions. Below we give a more detailed description of our main contributions.

* We first show that when the demonstrator employs LinUCB or Phased Elimination, for any
action « in the action set, the estimation error of any reward estimator is lower bounded by a
quantity related to a and the inverse expected feature covariance matrix of the demonstrator.
This lower bound serves as a concrete baseline when analyzing specific reward estimators.

* We develop a unified inverse estimator of the reward parameter from a single demonstra-
tion from the demonstrator, and the same estimator works when the demonstrator employs
LinUCB or Phased Elimination. The estimation error of our estimator matches the afore-
mentioned information-theoretic lower bound, up to polynomial factors in d and log 7.
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Our estimator requires only an approximation of the best reward, does not require access
to hyperparameters or internal states of the demonstrator algorithm, and does not place any
assumption on the density or geometry of the action set.

» Completing our theory, we perform experiments to validate our new estimators on synthetic
data and demonstrations constructed from real-world datasets to illustrate the empirical
superiority of our estimator over existing ones.

2 RELATED WORK.

Stochastic Linear Bandits.  Stochastic linear bandits were introduced by |Abe & Long| (1999).
Since its introduction, various algorithms have been proposed (Auer, [2002; Dani et al., 2008; |Chu
et al., |2011; |Abbasi-Yadkori et all [2011; |Agrawal & Goyal, 2013), and we refer readers to the
monograph by [Lattimore & Szepesvari| (2020) for a comprehensive literature review. In this paper,
we construct inverse reward estimators when the demonstrator employs LinUCB (Dani et al., 2008;
Li et al.| 2010; (Chu et al.l 2011} |[Abbasi-Yadkori et al., [2011) or Phased Elimination (Valko et al.,
2014; |Lattimore & Szepesvari, 2020), two popular algorithms for stochastic linear bandits. LinUCB
and Phased Elimination could be regarded as generalizations of UCB (Auer, |2002)) and SAE (Even-
Dar et al.,[2000), two demonstrators studied in the multi-armed bandits setting by (Gao et al.|(2018),
to the linear bandits setting. Besides LinUCB and Phased Elimination, other algorithms (e.g., linear
Thompson sampling (Agrawal & Goyal, 2013))) exist for linear bandits, and an interesting future
direction is to generalize our techniques to handle more demonstrator algorithms.

IRL. The framework of IRL is established by (Ng & Russell, 2000; |/Abbeel & Ng|, 2004) to for-
malize the concept of learning from demonstration. However, non-identifiability is a well-known
issue in IRL, and recent research on this issue (Cao et al., 2021} [Lindner et al., 2022; Metelli et al.,
2023) has emphasized the importance of incorporating more exploration in the expert’s demonstra-
tions. Nevertheless, existing works on IRL mostly focus on demonstrations generated by an optimal
policy, though some works also consider sub-optimal experts (Gao et al.| |2018; Brown et al.| 2019
Poiani et al., 2024)). Jacq et al.| (2019) studied the problem of learning from a policy optimization
algorithm, though they focus primarily on the empirical aspects.

As mentioned in the introduction, the inverse bandit paradigm was first introduced by |Guo et al.
(2021), where it has been shown that when the demonstrator employs SAE or UCB, optimal reward
estimators could be built based on a single demonstration. This framework was later generalized
to linear bandits by |Guha et al.| (2024). In this paper, we focus on the same inverse linear bandit
setting as (Guha et al.| (2024), and our goal is to address the limitations of the estimators by |Guha
et al.| (2024) mentioned earlier in the introduction.

3 PROBLEM FORMULATION

Stochastic Linear Bandits. In the stochastic linear bandit setting, in each round 1 < ¢t < T, an
algorithm selects an action a; from the action set A C R< and observes a reward z; = (ag, 0%) 4+ ny.
Here, 0* € R? is an unknown parameter with [|0* |2 < V/d, the action set A satisfies [lallz < 1
for all a € A, and the mean rewards are bounded with (a,#*) < 1. The noise 7; is conditionally
1-sub-Gaussian given existing observations. The goal is to minimize the pseudo-regret, defined as
Ry = Z;‘F:l (1" — (a¢, 0%)], where p* = max,e 4{a, 0) is the optimal reward value.

Below we introduce two stochastic linear bandits algorithms, which are the two algorithms the
demonstrator might employ for the inverse linear bandits problem introduced later.

Demonstrator I: Phased Elimination. Phased Elimination (Valko et al) 2014; |Lattimore &
Szepesvari, 2020) operates in sequential phases ¢/ = 1,2, ..., L, maintaining an active arm set .4,
that shrinks over time, where L is the total number of phases. Each phase uses the G-optimal design
(see Section [A] for the definition) to determine the allocation of pulls among remaining arms. This
approach is known to achieve a regret bound of O(d+/T log T') (Lattimore & Szepesvari, 2020).
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Demonstrator II: LinUCB. LinUCB (Dani et al.| [2008)) follows an optimistic approach by main-
taining and updating a regularized least squares estimate of the reward parameter *. LinUCB is

known to achieve a regret bound of O(dv/T log T) (Dani et al., 2008).

Algorithm 1 Phased Elimination

Require: Jpg, T’

1: £+ 0, A4, < A Algorithm 2 LinUCB

2: while Number of rounds < 7" do

3 e 0t Require: dycg, T’

1: Vo« I4,bp < 04

4: g $— G-OptimalDesign(.Ag) 2. fort=1toT do

5:  foreacha € A, do 3. Observe A,

6 nula) M (dlog6log (GEV)) a4, e v tn

7:  end for . \/ dit

8:  Play each a € Ay exactly ny(a) times St VB Vi 2log 6UCB +dlog ( d )

9: V <_Id+zae,4 ne(a)aa 6: Q¢ + argmaxecA [a 9t,1+\/E||a||Vf__11]

10 G V7! ig;” agy 7. Play ay, observe Ty
A o Vi Viei+aa) by —biq + 10

11: . —a) <2 } t t—1 tay 5 by t—1 + Teay

.A@.H < {a S .Ag maxpe A, <9@, b a) < 2¢ey 9 end for

122 (/041
13: end while

Inverse Linear Bandits. We now formally define the inverse linear bandit problem. The inverse
learner is assumed to have access only to the sequence of actions (a1, ag, ..., ar) produced by a
single run of either Phased Elimination or LinUCB. Moreover, we have access to p € [u*, p* + K],
which is an approximation of the optimal reward value. Importantly, the inverse learner does not
observe the corresponding rewards (z1, zo, . . ., x7). Given these inputs, the inverse learner outputs

an estimate 6 to recover the true reward parameter 0 of the underlying linear bandit instance that
generated the observed action sequence.

Remark on the necessity of knowing pi. We prove in Appendix [B]that if we have no information about
", the demonstrations (sequence of actions) generated by Phased Elimination or LinUCB could be
identical (i.e., follow the same distribution) for different values of p*. Therefore, it is necessary to
know p* (or at least approximately) to break symmetry and to enable learning the reward parameter
6*. Moreover, similar to prior work (Guo et al.}, 2021}, |Guha et all, 2024), when p* is unknown, we
may restrict ourselves to estimating rewards up to additive shift of p*.

4 FUNDAMENTAL LIMITS ON INVERSE REWARD ESTIMATION

In this section, we present an information-theoretic lower bound that applies to any inverse learner.
Our lower bound shows that, for a fixed action a € A, the estimation error of any estimator is lower
bounded by Q(]||a|s-—1). Here, V is the expected feature covariance matrix of the demonstrator.
This lower bound will later serve as a concrete baseline when analyzing specific reward estimators.

Theorem 1. Consider a T > 3-round linear bandit M with standard Gaussian noise, where 6 € R
is the true reward parameter and A is the action set. For any demonstrator algorithm, for any action
a € A, there exists another linear bandit instance M, with parameter 0!, € R? and the same action
set A, such that for any estimator V that maps the sequence of actions (al, ...,ar) to a parameter

estimate 0 = U(ay, ..., ar),
. 1 1
T
max P, (|a' (0 —v)| > <|alw-1 ) > —,
e Py (1070 =) 2 Fllalp ) > 5,
where P, denotes the probability distribution over action sequences induced by the demonstrator
under a linear bandit instance with parameter v and V = I + E, |:ZT:1 aza } is the expected

feature covariance matrix of the demonstrator under instance M.
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Moreover, when the demonstrator algorithm employs Phased Elimination or LinUCB with dpg <
1/T or dyce < 1/T, the above result holds even if the estimator has access to y which is an

approximation of the optimal reward value satisfying p € [u*, p* + k] with & = O (d logT/ \/T)

Our proof is based on the change of distribution argument (Kaufmann et al., 2016)). In our formal
proof, we actually prove a stronger statement: even if the estimator has access to the sequence of
rewards observed by the demonstrator, the same lower bound still holds. Note that providing more
information to the estimator only makes the lower bound stronger. Meanwhile, all our estimators do
not rely on access to the sequence of rewards observed by the demonstrator, as stated in Section

Intuitively, ||a||-—1 quantifies the amount of information the demonstrator has provided for a spe-
cific action a. When specializing to the special case of multi-armed bandits, the lower bound in
Theorem |1|is equivalent to the hardness result in |Guo et al.| (2021) (which works only for multi-
armed bandits). To see this, we may associate each arm in multi-armed bandits with a standard basis
vector, in which case our lower bound is equivalent to min{ﬁm, 1}, where n; is the number of

times that the demonstrator algorithm pulls action . Therefore, Theorem|[I|could be seen as a gener-
alization of the hardness result in|Guo et al.|(2021) to the linear bandits setting. Indeed, Theoremﬂ]
is also proved using the change of distribution argument Kaufmann et al.| (2016), though a different
argument is needed to relate the amount of uncertainty to ||a||s-1.

5 WARMUP: REWARD ESTIMATORS FOR PHASED ELIMINATION

In this section, we present reward estimators for Phased Elimination (Algorithm[3). These estimators
serve as a warmup for the more complicated estimators in Section 6]

The high-level idea behind our estimator is simple: when the demonstrator algorithm is Phased
Elimination, if an action a; is pulled in the ¢-th phase, by standard analysis, we are certain that
al 0* € [u* —8-27% u*], since otherwise a would have already been eliminated in previous phases.
Assuming access to j € [u*, u* + k|, we then know that a 0* € [u — 8- 27¢ — k, u], which we
add into the set of constraints. The final estimate 6, is simply an arbitrary vector satisfying all the
above constraints. Note that all constraints we have imposed are linear constraints w.r.t. the unknown
parameters, which means the final program is a linear program (LP) which can be efficiently solved.

Algorithm 3 Reward Estimator for Phased Elimination

1: Input: sequence of actions executed by the demonstrator (a1, as, . ..,ar), p € [p*, u* + K|
2: Set 6 to be a vector satisfying

Vat,u—8-2_zt—/@§éTat§M,

where ¢; > 1 is the phase that the action a is pulled.
3: return 6

Analysis of Algorithm[3] The following theorem characterizes the performance of Algorithm
Theorem 2. With probability at least 1 — dpg, the LP in Algorithm[3|has a feasible solution. More-
over; let O be a feasible solution of the LP in Algorithm 3| for any action a € A, |a’ (0 — 0*)| <

O (\/d2 log Tlog(L/(SpE)) Nally—1 + Vdk, where V= Zthl ara) + 1.

Theorem 2] shows that for a fixed action a, the estimation error of Algorithm [3is upper bounded by

O (\/(12 longog(L/(SpE)> Nallg—: + Vdk, where V is the empirical feature covariance matrix

of the demonstrator. On the other hand, the lower bound in Theorem [1] shows that the estimation
error is lower bounded by [|a|-1, where V' is the expected feature covariance matrix of the demon-

strator. At this point, a natural question is whether the empirical feature covariance matrix V will
concentrate around its mean V. Note that this is a question purely related to the demonstrator algo-
rithm, and has nothing to do with the inverse estimator. In the following theorem, we show that at
least for Phased Elimination, it is indeed the case.
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OpE

Theorem 3. In Phased Elimination, if the failure probability dpg satisfies dlog 6+ log (M) >

(14c¢) (d log 6 + log (L(IL/;U ) ) forany c > 0, thenV < O(d?) -V holds with probability 1 — 1/T.

Remark on the constraint on dpg. To show that the empirical feature covariance matrix V of Phased
Elimination concentrates around its mean, Theorem@put a constraint on dpg, which, roughly speak-
ing, requires the algorithm to use a confidence interval with length slightly longer than that when
dpe = 1/T. First, such constraint is on the parameter used by the demonstrator algorithm when
generating the demonstration, and our inverse reward estimator does not require access to Opg.
Moreover, such constraint on dpg is necessary even in the multi-armed bandit case. To see this,
in any phase of the algorithm, for any a € A, if the upper confidence bound of a is equal to its
ground truth mean reward, while the lower confidence bound of a* is equal to 1*, then a would be
eliminated regardless of the suboptimality gap of a, in which case the concentration result fails. By
slightly increasing the confidence interval, we make sure that Phased Elimination maintains suffi-
cient exploration across all relevant directions in the action set. On the other hand, such requirement
only increases the regret bound by a small constant factor. We also note that in practice, exact confi-
dence interval calculation is rarely feasible, and in most cases upper bounds are used, in which case
our constraint automatically holds. Moreover, even if the constraint on dpg does not hold, Theo-
rem |Z| still holds, albeit the estimation error might not match the information-theoretic lower bound
in Theorem [I]in this case. Finally, we remark that such constraint was also implicitly used in prior
work (Guo et al.,[2021; |Guha et al.| [2024), and we choose to make it explicit for transparency.

Combining Theorem [2] with Theorem [3] it is clear that for any action a, the estimation error of
Algorithmis upper bounded by O <\/d4 longog(L/5p5)> a5 + \/dk, where allg-1 is
the best estimation error of any possible reward estimator. Therefore, Algorithm@ is no worse than
any other estimator up to a factor of O <\/ d*log T'log(L/ 5PE)> and an additional term of \/dx.

Implementing Algorithm 3} As mentioned earlier, the constraints in Algorithm [3| form an LP
with d variables. Moreover, since there are at most O(d?) unique actions pulled at each phase /,
the total number of constraints is O(d>L) where L is the number of phases of Phased Elimination.
Therefore, to implement Algorithm [3] the only non-trivial part is to calculate ¢;, which is the phase
that the action a; is pulled in Phased Elimination. ¢; could be exactly calculated in many scenarios.
For instance, if we have access to certain hyperparameters (e.g. the failure probability dpg) of the
demonstrator (Algorithm |I|), we would know the total number of pulls in each hase, in which case

4 could be easily calculated. Moreover, if the G-optimal design of Algorithm|1|has exactly dd+1)

2
actions on its support in each phase ¢, then we could simply set ¢, = ¢;_; + I after encountering

@ unique actions on the sequence of actions executed by the demonstrator (a1, as,...,ar),
and set £; = {;_1 otherwise. Below we give a better approach (Algorithm E), which does not rely

on access to hyperparameters or implementation details of the demonstrator.

Algorithm 4 Reward Estimator for Phased Elimination

1: Input: sequence of actions executed by the demonstrator (a1, az, . ..,ar), p € [p*, u* + K]
2: Set C' > 0 to be the smallest real number, so that the following constraints are feasible:

Vag,p—C-+/d2/t —k < 0" a;, < I

3: return a feasible solution 6 of the above constraints for the C' found in Step

In Algorithm E|, for each action a;, we add a constraint

,u—C’-\/dQ/t—mgéTatSM,

where C'is a global parameter. Our approach finds the smallest C' > 0 so that the LP is still feasible.
In order to find the smallest C', we could use a binary search. Specifically, each time we pick the
middle point of the current interval as a candidate choice of C'. If the LP is feasible under the current
choice of C, we discard all choices of C' smaller than our current choice. Otherwise, all choices of
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C' larger than our current choice would be discarded. Repeating this process allows us to identify
the smallest feasible C' up to the desired precision.

The intuition behind this approach, is that for each action a;, the phase ¢ that a; is pulled satisfies

27 = O(y/d?log(¢/dpg)/T). Therefore, by taking C = O(+/log(L/dpg)), the LP must be
feasible, in which case Algorithm [4] recovers the constraints in Algorithm [3] (up to constants in
the constraints), which implies the estimation error of Algorithm [4]is close to that of Algorithm
The following theorem formalizes the above intuition.

Theorem 4. Let 0 be a feasible solution of the LP in Algorithm With probability at least 1 — Jpg,
aT(d — 09 < O (\/(12 log T'log ((L/dpE>)> Nlally—1 + Vdk, where

for any action a € A,
V= Zthl aza; + 1.

Note that by minimizing C, we ensure that the constraints are as tight as possible, which could
potentially lead to a smaller estimation error. Moreover, for duplicate actions a; in the sequence,
we can keep only the tightest constraint (i.e., the one with the largest lower bound) for each distinct
action. Since the number of distinct actions is at most O(d?L) in Phased Elimination, the number
of constraints is effectively reduced to O(d2L), ensuring computational efficiency.

Compared to Algorithm[3] the main advantage of Algorithm]is that it is easy to implement. Clearly,
Algorithm [] does not require hyperparameters or implementation details of the demonstrator algo-
rithm. Moreover, Algorithm [ adaptively finds the tightest constraints so that the LP is still feasible.
This avoids defining exact constants in the linear program (as in Algorithm [3). In Section[7] we
further demonstrate that such adaptive constraints lead to better practical performance.

6 UNIFIED INVERSE ESTIMATOR FOR LINUCB AND PHASED ELIMINATION

6.1 REWARD ESTIMATOR FOR LINUCB

In this section, we present reward estimators for LinUCB. The construction follows a similar phi-
losophy to Phased Elimination but adapts to the case when applied to LinUCB.

The key insight is that when LinUCB selects an action a; at time ¢, its UCB value a, 01 +
Bellat|l,~1 must be at least that of the optimal action. Since the optimal action’s expected reward is
t—1

w*, and we have access to p € [u*, u* + k), we can derive that a, 6* must satisfy:
T
a; 0" > p— ZﬁtHatHV:ll - K.

This lower bound comes from considering the estimation error of both the selected action and the
optimal action, while the upper bound a;' * < y follows directly from the definition of z*.

Algorithm 5 Reward Estimator for LinUCB

1: Inmput: sequence of actions executed by the demonstrator (a1, as, . ..,ar), u € [p*, p* + K]
2: Set C' > 0 to be the smallest real number, so that the following constraints are feasible:

;T
Vai, p—C - Ha”th -k <0 a <p.

3: return a feasible solution 6 of the above constraints for the C' found in Step

Analysis of Algorithm The following theorem provides a performance guarantee.
Theorem 5. Let ) be a feasible solution of the LP in Algorithm With probability at least 1 — dycs,
aT(0 —0%) <O <\/d2 1og2Tlog5UgB> Nally s+ Vdk, where V=

for any action a € A,

Zthl ata,; + 1.
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Recall that the lower bound in Theorem [I] shows that the estimation error is lower bounded by
lally-1, where V' is the expected feature covariance matrix of the demonstrator. Similar to the
Phased Elimination case, for LinUCB, we may ask whether the empirical feature covariance matrix

V will concentrate around its mean V. The following theorem shows that similar concentration
results can indeed be established for LinUCB.

Theorem 6. For LinUCB, if dycs satisfies \/d + \/2 log 0y lg +dlog(1+T/d) > (1 +

c) (\/ﬁ +4/2log T + dlog(1 + T/d)) for any ¢ > 0, then V. < O(d° log” T'log (SUC]B)V holds
with probability 1 — 1/T.

Remark on Theorem [6] and the constraint on dycg. Here we also put a constraint on dycg for the
same reason as the Phased Elimination case. We remark that such constraint was also implicitly
used in the multi-armed bandit case in prior work (Guo et al. [2021)), and our inverse learner does
not require access to dycg. We also remark that the proof of Theorem [6]is highly non-trivial and
is the most technically involved part of the paper. The proof requires structural characterizations of
LinUCB by comparing its behavior with Phased Elimination, to prove the final concentration result,
which further implies the optimality of our approach (up to polynomial factors in d and log T').

Combining Theorems [5] and [6} we obtain that the estimation error of Algorithm [5]is bounded by
0 <\/d7 log” T'log? 5uc]B> lallg-1 + \/drk. This establishes that the estimation error of our esti-

mator matches the information-theoretic lower bound up to a factor of O (\/ d7log” T log? (55&8)

and an additional term of v/dk.

6.2 UNIFIED REWARD ESTIMATOR

In this section, we present a unified reward estimation framework that simultaneously accommodates
both Phased Elimination and LinUCB. This approach addresses the challenge of designing a unified
estimator that remains feasible regardless of which algorithm the demonstrator employs.

The key insight is to construct constraints that capture the essential properties of both algorithms.

For Phased Elimination, the estimation error typically scales as O(y/d?/t) due to its phased struc-

ture and deterministic elimination process. For LinUCB, the error bound involves O(V/d||a||;-1 )
t—1

stemming from its confidence-bound based exploration. By taking the maximum of these two quan-
tities, we ensure that the constraints contain the true parameter 6* with high probability, regardless
of the demonstrator algorithm used to generate the demonstration.

Algorithm 6 Unified Reward Estimator for Phased Elimination and LinUCB

1: Input: sequence of actions executed by the demonstrator (a1, as, . ..,ar), p € [p*, u* + K]
2: Set C' > 0 to be the smallest real number such that the following constraints are feasible:

vt e[I], p—C max (ﬁ||at\|vt__ll,,ﬁdz/t) e <iTa <

3: return a feasible solution 6 of the above constraints for the C' found in Step

The following theorem establishes the theoretical guarantees for our unified estimator.

Theorem 7. For any demonstration sequence generated by either Phased Elimination or LinUCB,
for any feasible solution 0 of Algorithm|6|and any action a € A,

1. For Phased Elimination, with probability at least 1 — Opg,

(0 -6 <O <\/d2 log T log (L(s,:g)) Nallg—r + Vs,

2. For LinUCB, with probability at least 1 — dycp,
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laT (0 —6%)] <O <\/(12 10g2T10g6UClB> Nallg-r + Vi,

where V = Zthl ara) + 1.

The unified estimator offers several advantages. First, it provides a single framework that works
seamlessly with both Phased Elimination and LinUCB, eliminating the need for algorithm-specific
estimators. Second, the estimation error gracefully adapts to the characteristics of the underlying

demonstrator algorithm—achieving the O <\/ d2log® T'log ()UCB) “|lally—: + V/dk bound for Lin-

UCB and the O (\/ 2 log T log (L(sgg)) ~lally—: + V/dr bound for Phased Elimination. Our

approach demonstrates a carefully designed estimator can effectively learn from demonstrations
without prior knowledge of the specific algorithm employed by the demonstrator.

7 EXPERIMENTS

The objective of our experiments is to evaluate the performance of our proposed phased elimination
algorithms in comparison to the baseline algorithm by |Guha et al.| (2024). Since the baseline are
based on the phased elimination framework, our evaluation exclusively focuses on this class of
algorithms. Our evaluation consists of two parts: simulation experiments with synthetic data and
semi-synthetic experiments. For all experiments, we set the maximum number of phases L = 8.

10°

To validate the correctness of our statement at the end of Sec-
tion[5] we first compare the standard version of Algorithm [3]with

Relative Error

its binary search version. 107

As shown in Figure[l] the binary search version significantly out- UL T/ T a—— T
performs the standard version. Therefore, throughout the exper- Time

iments, we use the binary search version of Algorithm [3|for all .

evaluations. Figure 1: d = 8,ord =

(red: binary search version,
green: standard version)

Simulation Experiments. In the simulated environments, we construct action sets by sampling
4000 vectors from the surface of the unit /1, ¢5, and ¢5 balls. We run 100 trials of bandit instances
with dimensions d € {8,16}. For each trial, we execute three algorithms: the baseline Algo-
rithm |Guha et al. (2024), our Algorithm E](bmary search version), and our AlgorlthmE} The relative

error of the estimated 6 is computed as ||§ — 6*[|2/[|6* 2 at the final round of the last phase.

The results are visualized in log-log plots (Figure [2)), which show the relative error as a function of
the total number of rounds 7.

Semi-Synthetic Experiments. To assess performance in more realistic scenarios, we use the Movie-
Lens 25M dataset |Lam & Herlocker| (2000); Harper & Konstan| (2015) and the Amazon Reviews
digital music subset Hou et al.| (2024). We repeat this process for 100 randomly selected users and

average the relative error of 6. The results are plotted in Figure —h

Crucially, we observe that both Algorithm [3] (binary search version) and Algorithm [4] consistently
outperform Algorithm|Guha et al.| (2024) across all scenarios.

8 CONCLUSION

We present a unified framework for inverse linear bandits that accurately estimates reward functions
from single demonstrations, addressing key limitations of prior estimators. Future work includes
extending our approach to other linear bandit algorithms like Thompson sampling and nonlinear
settings, as well as tightening the d and log T" factors.
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Figure 2: Experimental results: (a)-(d) d = 8 and d = 16 simulations; (e)-(h) additional simulations
and semi-synthetic datasets. Our algorithms consistently outperform the baseline.
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THE USE OF LARGE LANGUAGE MODELS

In the preparation of this paper, we employed large language models (LLMs) as a general-purpose
assistive tool for non-substantive tasks. Specifically, LLMs were used for:

» Text-related work: Assisting in editing, proofreading, and formatting of textual content.

* Generation of plotting code: Generating code snippets for creating figures and visualiza-
tions, which were then verified and customized by the authors.

» Paper querying: Facilitating literature searches and information retrieval to support back-
ground research.

The LLMs did not contribute to the core ideation, analysis, or substantive writing of the research.
The authors take full responsibility for the entire content of this paper, including any portions influ-
enced by LLMs, and affirm that the use of LLMs complies with academic integrity standards. LLMs
are not considered authors or contributors to this work.

A PRELIMINARY LEMMAS AND DEFINITIONS

Definition 1 (G-optimal design). A G-optimal design for an action set A is a function 7 :
A — [0,1] that minimises g(7) = maxgca ||a||%,(7r),1 subject to ) . 4m(a) = 1, where

V(m) =Y eam(a)aa’.
Lemma 1. For sets A C B C RY, let w4 be any distribution over A, and let g be G-optimal
designs over B. Then:

Va(ma) 2 d-Vp(mp)

Proof of Lemmall] By definition of G-optimal design:

max bTVB(TI'B)_lb <d

beB
Since A C B, foralla € A:

a'"Vp(rp) ta<d
Define the matrix:
M = Vp(rp)™/*Va(ma)V(np) />
Compute its trace:
trace(M) = trace (Va(ma)Vp(rp) ")

= trace <Z WA(a)aaTVB(ﬂB)_1>

acA
= Z ma(a)trace (aa' Vg (mp)™")

acA

Since trace(aa' Vp(rp)~!) = a' Vg(np) ta:
trace(M) = Z ma(a)a Vg(rp)ta < Z wala)-d=d
acA acA
The maximum eigenvalue satisfies:
Amax (M) < ZAI(M) = trace(M) < d
Thus M < d - I, meaning:
2"Mz<d-z'z, VzeR?
Substituting M :
ZTVB(WB)_l/QVA(TrA)VB(773)_1/22' <d-z'z, Vz
Make the substitution y = V(7)) ~"/?2 (so z = Vg (mp)"/%y):
y Va(ma)y <d- (Va(rp)?y) T (Va(np)'/?y) =d -y Vi(rp)y, VyeR?

Therefore:

Va(ra) =d-Vp(rp)

12
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Approximate G-optimal design For our analysis in LinUCB part, we only require the existence
of a finite-support e-approximation of the G-optimal design. Formally, for any action set A CR?

and any ¢ € (0, 1), there exists a weighted subset S C A with weights {1, } . 5 such that
(1—-¢e)V Zwaaa =< (14+¢e)V (™),
acs

where V' (7*) denotes the moment matrix of the exact G-optimal design. Moreover, such an e-
approximate G-optimal design can be chosen with support size

- d
5i-0(%)-

as guaranteed by the spectral sparsification result of Batson—Spielman—Srivastava (2012). No ex-
plicit construction is required for our algorithm; we only use the fact that such a design exists.

Lemma 2. The following bounds hold for the Phased-elimination algorithm:
1. t < Cd?log(l;/6) - 4% forall l; € [2, L]
2. t > cdlog(l;/d) - 4% forall I, € [2, L]

3. Forall{ € |2, L), forall a € Ay, we have aTh,_, € [aT0* —e;_1,a’ 0% + e, 1] |Lattimore
& Szepesvari| (2020)

where c and C are absolute constants.

Proof. We prove the two bounds separately. Let ny denote the total number of rounds in phase ¢ of
the algorithm, i.e., ny = >, 4, ne(a). Note that phase indices start from 1, but for [; € [2, L], we
consider phases ¢ > 2.

Proof of (1): Upper bound. From the algorithm, the total number of rounds in phase / is:

ne= ) ne(a) = 85 (dlog6+1 g(W;l)))y

ac€Ay

where €, = 2= 50 ef =4~ and thus:

ne = 8d-4° (dlog6+log (f(ﬁ;-l))) .

The cumulative time up to phase £ is T, = Zi:l nyg. For £ > 2, we have:

14

Ty =n1+ an.
k=2

Note that n is a constant. For k& > 2, we bound ny,:
ki2
n, < 8d - 4F (dlog6 +log (5» = 8d - 4" (dlog 6 + 2log k + log(1/5)) .

Using geometric series properties:

¢ 4 ¢
24’“_5 Z logk < 4zlog€
k=2 =2
Thus:
4
an < 8d (dlog 6 + log(1/4)) - 74" +16d - 74" log £.
k=2
Combining:

32 64
Te<m+ —=d (dlog 6 + log(1/8)) 4° + §d4€ log #.

13
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Ford > 1and 6 < 1, we have dlog6 + log(1/8) < d*log(6/5) and dlog /¢ < d*log/, so there
exists an absolute constant C; such that:

T, < C1d?log(¢/6)4.
Let [; be the phase at time ¢, so ¢ < T},. Therefore:
t <T, < Crd*log(ly/8)4",

which proves (1) with C = C}.
Proof of (2): Lower bound. For phase ¢ > 2, we have:

ne > 842 - 4°,

Taking ¢ = 8 immediately we hve:

t > ed? 4l

which proves (2). O

Lemma 3. |Lattimore & Szepesvdri (2020)The following bounds hold for the LinUCB algorithm:

1. The regret bound: Ry < Crdy/TlogT

d+1t
2. The confidence parameter: \/B; = v/d + \/2 log(1/6) + dlog (;)

1 < 2dlogT

3. The sum of squared norms: ZtT:I || Az ||%/,
t—1

B PROOF OF REMARK ON THE NECESSITY OF KNOWING p*

Consider the scenario where all actions a € A have their last dimension equal to 1, i.e., a =

[a1,a2,...,a4-1,1]". Let 0* = [05,05,...,0%_,,0%]T be the true parameter.
We aim to prove that for any two parameters 6* and 6" such that 6 = 0/* fori = 1,...,d — 1 but
0% # 0'r, the distribution of action sequences a1, . . . , ar generated by either the Phased Elimination

algorithm (Algorithm 1) or the LinUCB algorithm (Algorithm 2) is identical. This implies that the
algorithms’ behavior is insensitive to the last dimension of #*, making it impossible to recover j*
from the action sequence alone.

B.1 PROOF FOR LINUCB ALGORITHM

We prove by induction on ¢ that the distribution of a4, . .., a; is independent of 6.

B.1.1 BASECASE (t=1)

At t = 1, the algorithm initializes Vy = I; and by = 0y, so 90 = Y/{lbo = 0. The UCB score for

an action a is:
a0+ /Billally-+ = V/Billallz.

Since aq = 1 for all a € A, we have ||a||2 = +/||a1:a—1]|? + 1, which depends only on the first

d — 1 dimensions of a. Thus, the action selection a; = arg max,c .4 v/f1]/al|2 is independent of 6.
Therefore, the distribution of a; is independent of ¢.

14
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B.1.2 INDUCTIVE STEP

Assume that for steps 1 to ¢ — 1, the distribution of a1, ..., a;— is independent of ¢;. Consider step
t. The history H; = (a1,71,-..,at—1,7r¢—1) is available. The algorithm computes:
t—1
Vioo=1Ii+ Y a.al,
s=1
t—1
btfl = ZTSG’S7
01 =V, b .

The action a; is chosen as:

a; = argmax {aTét_l + \/ﬁtHaHVt:ﬂ .

By the inductive hypothesis, the distribution of a4, . . ., a;—1 is independent of 9*, so the distribution
of V;_1 is also independent of 6. The reward rs = (0*,as) +ns = (07,41, a > + 6% + 15, where

al" denotes the first d — 1 dimensions of a,. If 07 is changed to 6} + ¢, all rewards rs are shifted
by c. In linear regression, shifting the response variable by a constant affects only the intercept

estimate (here, ét—1,d) but not the slope estimates (ét—l,lzd—1)~ Thus, the distribution of ét_m:d_l
is independent of 0.

Now, the UCB score for action a is:
a’f_1 + vV 6t”aHfol = <ét—1,1:d—17 a(l)> + ét—l,d + v 5t”aHVtiﬁ'

Since ;1.4 is constant for all a, it does not affect the arg max. The term ||aHVt__11 depends on
Vi—1, whose distribution is independent of 8. Therefore, the action selection a; depends only
on <ét,1,1;d,1, a) and Ha||v;11, both of which are independent of 6. Hence, the conditional
distribution of a; given H, is independent of 8.

By induction, the entire action sequence a1, . .., ar has a distribution independent of 7.

B.2 PROOF FOR PHASED ELIMINATION ALGORITHM

The Phased Elimination algorithm operates in phases. We show that the action sequence distribution
is independent of 07 by considering the phase-by-phase updates.

Let ¢ denote the phase index. The key step is the elimination condition:
Apr1 = e Ay Op,b—a) <2 )
s} {a 0 ixg\x( 0,0 —a) < Ee}

For any actions a, b € Ay, we have:
(B, — a) = (Br1.0-1,0 — aD),
because by — ag = 0. Thus, the elimination decision depends only on ég,lzd,l.
The estimate 6, is computed via linear regression on the rewards collected in phase /. The rewards
= (0", as) +ns = (07,41, 0 al! )> + 0% + ns. A change in 6 shifts all rewards by a constant,

wh1ch affects only the intercept estimate 05 .4 but not the slope estimates 04 1.d—1. Therefore, the
distribution of 96,1:d71 is independent of 0.

The G-optimal design 7, and the sample counts n,(a) depend only on the action set Ay, which is
updated based on the elimination condition. Since the elimination condition is independent of 67,
the action set .4, and thus the sampling distribution are also independent of ¢;.

By induction over phases, the entire action sequence distribution is independent of ¢7;.
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C PROOF OF THEOREM

C.1 STEP 1: INFORMATION-THEORETIC LOWER BOUND

We now prove the lower bound for any estimator function ¥. Note: We establish the lower bound for
an estimator that observes the full trajectory 7 = (a1, 71, ..., a7, rr). The estimator in the theorem
definition observes only the action sequence (a1, ..., ar), which is a subset of the information in 7.

Construction of Instances: Fix an action ¢ € A. Let M be the instance with parameter §. We

construct an alternative instance M/, with parameter ¢/, defined as:
—-1
V a
0y =0+ 7, (1)

||a||V71

where V = I + Ey [Zt L aza/]. The separation between the parameters along the direction a is
@™ (0 = 00)] = llally-:
Change of Measure: Let Py and Py, denote the probability distributions over trajectories 7 induced
by 6 and 0/, respectively.

The trajectory density is:

T

T
Py(r) = m(ar) [ [ w(ar | her) [] &(re — @/ 0)
t=1

t=2
where:

* 7(-) is the action selection policy

o ¢(x) = (2m)~"Y/2e~"/2 is standard Gaussian density

e hy—1 = (a1,r1,...,a1-1,74—1) is history
The log-likelihood ratio is:

T T

(a m(ag | he— ry —a; 0

= log El)—i—Zlog(t tl)—l—Zlogi(é(t : 0)

m(a) o Uwla | her) o o —al 0))]

where ¢ is the standard Gaussian density. Crucially, since the demonstrator’s policy 7 depends only
on the history h;_1, the policy terms cancel out.

dPg (7’)

]
8 APy, (1)

The KL divergence is determined solely by the reward distributions:

T

DKL(P@”P@A) = E]P’e [Z; ((Tt - (12—9(’1)2 _ (Tt - a;r@)Q)‘|

t=1
T
Z 99'1

Substituting 6 — 0/, = —7_1a/||a|\v_1, and using the identity Ep, [>" a;a,/] = V — I, we obtain:

1
_ gEPs

1 ——1
——(V
2Nl

1 aTV%a 1
1 )<=
2 TV a) T2

Using Pinsker’s inequality, the total variation distance is bounded by [|Py — Py, [[Tv < 4/ %DKL <
1

R

Dy (Pgl|Py: ) = a)T(V—I)(Vfla)
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Minimax Probability of Error: Let § = ¥(aq, ..., ar) be the estimate. We consider the event that
the estimation error is large:

- 1
:
&= {170~ 2 jlalip v < (6.0,

By the triangle inequality, if [aT (6 — 0)| < %HaHVq and a7 (0 —0.)| < %HCL”V—l, then |a' (0 —
0,)| < llallg7-1, which contradicts the construction of ;. Thus:

1 1
Po(Ep) +P9$(59;z) >1—||Pg — ]P)GZLHTV >1-— 3 = >

Therefore, max, e g,6:1 P, (E,) > 1.

C.2 STEP 2: AVAILABILITY OF THE APPROXIMATION

We now prove the moreover part of the theorem: when the demonstrator algorithm employs Phased
Elimination or LinUCB with dpg < 1/T or dycg < 1/T, the lower bound holds even if an approxi-
mation of the best reward p satisfying o € [p*, u* + k] with k = O (d logT/ \/T) is given to the
estimator.

First, note that with high probability, the cumulative regret Rr of the demonstrator algorithm is
O(dvV/TlogT). Specifically, for Phased Elimination or LinUCB with § < 1/T, we have with
probability at least 1 — 1/7T', Ry < CdvT log T for some constant C'.

. ~ T . . . .
The estimator can compute the average reward jir = % > +_1 ¢ Since the noise is Gaussian, by
Gaussian concentration, for any § > 0,

P (m —Elir]] > ”‘)gTW) <5

Setting § = 1/T', we have with probability at least 1 — 1/7,
N 2log(2T):O< logT>'

. X T
Moreover, since E[fir] = £ >°,_; a/ 6 and * = max,c4a' 6, we have

N « _ Br
[Elar] — p*| < -
Thus, with probability at least 1 — 1/7 (from the regret bound),

Eljir] — | < O <leng) .

By the union bound, with probability at least 1 — 2/T, both events hold, and hence

. " . N . " logT dlogT dlogT
|uT—ﬂ|<|uT—E[uT}|+|EmT1—u<0< g >+0( %) —o(“ET).

T VT vT

The estimator then sets ;1 = fip + ¢ for some constant ¢ = O(dlogT/v/T) to ensure that with
high probability, x > p* and u < p* + k with K = O(dlogT/V/T). Define the event E that
we [pp* + k). ThenP(E) >1—2/T.

At last, we account for the failure probability of event E (the approximation of p). The source
establishes that conditioned on F, the max probability is at least 1/4, the unconditional probability
is:
1 2
P,(&)>-1—=]).
velo,) )2 4 ( T>
For T' > 3, we have (1 — 2/T') > 1/3. Thus:

N 1
P, (la"(0—v)] > =|al]s-1 | >
e Py (1070 =) 2 Flalp ) >

1
12°
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D MISSING PROOFS IN SECTION[3]

Lemma 4. For all phase ¢ and all actions a € Ay, for v € (0,1), we can set dpg so that with

1
probability at least 1 — a the following holds:
<ég — 0*,(1) S Vey

Proof. In phased elimination algorithm, with probability at least 1 — dpg, we have <éz —0*,a) < .
Set dpg such that for all £ € [1, L],

S0 (g g (L2E0) ) 5 B0 (g (A1)

1
Then, with probability at least 1 — T we have:

<ée — 9*,a> < vep

D.1 PROOF OF THEOREM[2]

Proof. Setup. Let L be the number of phases, {m;}%_, the per-phase designs, and Supp(m;) denote
its support. The empirical regularized design matrix is:

L
:I+Z Z ne(a)aa’,

£=1 a€Supp(m¢)
where n (@) = 2752 py and py = dlog 6 + log ( “5E2 ).

Feasibility. Fix any round ¢ > 2 and a € A,. By Lemma 2] and the Phased Elimination selection
rule:
a0 >a 01 —epq > ( max bTég_l) —2€p_1.
beAy_1
Since b—@g,l >bT0* — e, wegeta 0% > p* —dep_y — e = p* — 8¢y Using pu* > p — K,

we obtain a ' 0* >y — 8¢y — k. Alsoa' §* < p* < p. Thus, #* satisfies the constraint system with
k-slack, making it feasible.

Decomposition. Let 0 and @' be feasible solutions with slack « and 0, respectively. Define:

A=0-0, AN:=0-6", 5:=0-6.
The error decomposes exactly as: [(A, a)| < (A’ a)| + {8, a)|.

Statistical Error (|(A’,a)|). For a € Supp(m,), constraints with £ = 0 yield [(A’,a)| < 8e,.
Using ||A’||3 < 4d:

L
A1 < IAE+Y - > nela) (8er)®

£=1 a€Supp(m,)

L
= 4d + Z Z M . 642
- 62 Y2 0
£=1 a€Supp(nr) ¢
L

=4d + 512dng
=1

- O<d2Llog i) - 0(d2 log T log i)

18



Under review as a conference paper at ICLR 2026

By Cauchy—Schwarz:

L
(A" a) < |&]lg lally—: = O/ log Tlog =) ally—. @

Perturbation Error (|(J, a)|). For any b € Supp(m), we have |(d,b)| < k. Using the G-optimal
phase-1 design matrix V(7 ):

H(SH%/(TU) = Z m1(b) (8,b)* < Zﬂd(b) K? = K2,
b

beSupp(71)

which implies [|6]|v/(r,) < &. By the G-optimality property, ||a[[y (r,)-1 < V/d for all a. Applying
Cauchy-Schwarz in the V(1) inner product:

16,0 < 1611y ey lally ey 1 < V. 3)

Conclusion. Combining equation [2|and equation

[(A,a)| < O( dQIOngog L ) llally— +Vdk.

D.2 PROOF OF THEOREM[3]

We define V* =T + 25:1 V,;" and A (¢ € [1, L]) by algorithm

Algorithm 7 Algorithm for Phased Elimination proof

14+ 0, A7 < A
2: while Number of rounds < 7" do
3: gy 2-¢

4: 7} < G-OptimalDesign(.A})

5:  foreacha € A} do

6: ny(a) « 8dm(a) (d log 6 + log (W)H)))
[ e

7:  end for

8:  Play each a € A, exactly ny(a) times

I ZaeA; ny(a)aa’

10: A7, «+{a € A i maxpeq, (07,0 —a) < 2e}
1: L+ ¢+1

12: end while

Lemma 5. For the matrices

N . . 8d;(a
Vi= Y mitaaaT, nia) = 2T (
a€ A} ¢

Ll+1
dlog 6 + log (5+ )),
PE

with ey = 2~ ¢ and A}fH C A7, for any integer o > 1 we have
Vita 2C Vg, Co = O(16%).

Proof. By definition,

d
V)= 8 (dlog6+log WH)) Z 75 (a)aa’.

OPE
a€ A}

Since ;2 / 52_306 = (€t+a/c0—a)? = 16“ and the logarithmic term changes by at most a constant

factor cjog, the scalar coefficients satisfy

(e— oz)([ a+1)
PE

(dlogG + log %)

(d log 6 + log

S 16a010g.
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Moreover, since A7, , € Aj_,,, the moment matrices satisfy
Z 7 (a)aa’ < cq Z T ala)aa’,
G‘GAZ—Q aGAZ+a
for some constant ¢, > 1. Combining the two relations yields

Vi o 2 16%iogCr Vi s

l—a —
and the constants are absorbed into C\, = O(16%). O
Forany a € A, define r = (0%, u* — a),v = log,(2).
In algorithm([7] a is eliminated within (y — 1,y + 1) rounds.

1
Setv = ——, and set h = 2 — 2v. Then:
1+4+¢

r = h .9~ (y+logs h/2)

For ¢ <~ + logy h/2,Va' € Ay, by Lemma 4}
O1,0" —a) < (0 — 0., + 1+ |0 — 0., a)| < 2vep + hey = 2¢4

Thus a is eliminated after round |y + log, h/2]. Set a = [—logy h/2 +1].

Furthermore, it’s obvious that a is eliminated before round [y + 2],then « is eliminated within
(y —a+1,7+ a— 1) rounds.

For ¢ € o +1,T],a € Ay, we have a € A;_, (otherwise v < | — c implies [ > -y + «). Hence
A CAf .
Define Vy(mg) = Y-, 4, me(a)aa’, and V;* goes similarly
By LemmalT}
Vi(me) 2d-ViZ o (m5_0)
Substitute expressions:

2d . 640+ 1)

Ve=—51 Vi
f) & 0g SoE 1(m1)
. 2d 60 —a)(l—a+1) ., .,
Vl—a = 3 lOg S Vl—oz(ﬂ'l—oz)
€_a PE
Obtain: )
V; <d log : Zéf:rl) R
L= '1 6d(l—a)(l—atl) - ~Vl-a
I
1 1
L lesl0D)

log((l—a)(l—a+1))

T1 (l)

let 71 = sup; 4 71(¢) < oo obtains:
Vizd-4% -7 -V Vi€ [a+1,T]
Similarly:
Vimd' 4™ Vi Ve 1,T - a
for a constant 7.
For ¢ € [1,a]:
log(¢(¢+1)) .

Vp=d-4tt. = Ty,
£ = log 2 1
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Combining terms:

V= I+ZV+ Z Vi

l=a+1
log(a(a+1)) .

<7 'd'4(¥_1-
=it log 2

L—«

+d4% T YV
=1
< CdV*

The lower bound V/ >= Cyd~'V* follows similarly, where C'1, C2 are both constants.
Substituting Lemma ] we have:

VCdV+T 1 (T+1)I
Recall that V >= Cyd~'V*, which completes the proof.

D.3 PROOF OF THEOREM 4]

Proof. Setup. We use the notation from the main text. Let V be the empirical regularized design

matrix: ;
=1+ Z Z ne(a)aa’,

(=1 a€Supp(rs)

d2
where ng(a) = 3479 1), We choose C' such that C - \/ - > 274,
1/

Feasibility. By the retention rule in Phased Elimination, for a € Ay, a'0* > u* — 8¢,. With the
k-slack definition u* > pu — K, we have a' 0* > p — 8¢, — k. Also a'0* < p* < p. Since
27! = O(/d?/t) by construction, 6* is a feasible solution to the constraint system with r-slack.

Decomposition. Let 6 and @’ be feasible solutions with slack « and 0, respectively. Define the error
vectors (assuming ||0]|z, |6/ ||2 < Vd):

A=0-0, AN:=0—-6, 5:=0-6.
The total error decomposes as [(A, a)| < [(A', a)| + [{J, a)|.

Statistical Error ([(A’, a)|). Since @ is feasible with = 0, the sampled action a; at time ¢ satisfies
(A, a)| < C'y/d?/t. Expanding the quadratic form and using the bounds (similar to the Phased
Elimination case in Theorem [2]and the analysis of >~ d?/t):

2
[N IIA’||2+Z ay) <4d+ZC2 — = O(C*®1og 7).

t=1

By Cauchy-Schwarz:

(A @) < Ay ally—s = O(VCZ&10g T ) |lally—s. 4)
By Lemma C = O(1og(L/dpg)), leading to the final form: [(A',a)] =
O( dQIOngog(ﬁ)) llallg—1-

Perturbation Error (|(, a)|). The analysis is identical to Theorem 2] Constraints imply |(, a;)|
k. Using the G-optimal phase-1 design V' (71):

IN

1811% (ryy < 2.
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Since [|a|y (x,)-1 < V/d, by Cauchy—Schwarz:
(5, a)| < Vd k. &)

Conclusion. Combining equation ] and equation [5}

|<Ava’>| S O( d2 IOgTIOg(é—gE)) ||aH‘~/71 + \/g,{'

E MISSING PROOFS IN SECTION [6]

Lemma 6. For any round t and all actions a, for v € (0, 1), we can set dycg so that with probability

1
at least 1 — a the following holds:
(0", a) + v/Billally-, < UCB(a) < (0, a) +2y/Bilaly,
The lemmas below all happens under the event of Lemmal 6]

Proof. With probability at least 1 — §ycp, we have 6* € {# € R? | ||§ — ét71||vt,1 < B}
Set dycg such that:

d+t

1 —v)V/B > Vd+ \/210g(T) + dlog
1
Then, with probability at least 1 — T we have:

0" € {0 R | [0 —biallvi_, < (1-2)V/Br)
The bound on UCB,(a) follows from the definition of the upper confidence bound and the concen-
tration inequality.
O

Lemma 7. In the UCB algorithm, define:
2CRrdlogT

2C 2
There exist constants ¢ = 0.5 and co = Crt2 such that:
v

~{uea)a, < 2ontisT)

VT

1. |S‘ Z ClT
< codlogT

a’||\7*1 — \/T

Proof. 1.1f |S| < ¢1 T, then the regret would be:
2CRrdlogT
VT

which contradicts the regret bound in Lemma Hence, |S| > o1 T.

. caodlogT
2. Foranyt € S,ifforalla € Q, ||a|,,-1 < ————
y Q. lally, < 2

2. Foralla € Q,

Ry > (T —¢iT) - > CrdVTlog T

, then since y-1 = V,;ll, the result follows
immediately.
codlogT

Now, let c3 = 2. Suppose for contradiction that there exists a € @ such that ||al[;,—, >

Consider two cases:
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dlogT
Case 1: There exists b € @ such that ||b]|,, -1 < 098" Then by Lemma
t—1 \/T
2CgrdlogT
UGB, (a) ~ UCBL(b) 2 VB (vlally, —2lblyy) - =25~
Substituting the bounds:
dlogT
> ( veg — ¢ —-2C ) >0
T (vea — c3)\/ B R
Thus, b would not be selected.
dlogT
Case 2: Forall b € Q, ||b[[,,—» > a8
t—1 VT
czdlogT

As for both Case 1 and Case 2, the selected action a; satisfies ||a; ||, -1 >
t—1

VT

But then:

T 2
cgdlogT 2427 2
la|?-1 > e T - ( = cyc3d° log® T
2Nl JT ;

Since ¢; = 0.5 and c3 = 2, we have ¢;c2 = 2, so:

T
> llad? - > 2d%log? T
t—1
t=1
which contradicts the sum bound in Lemma (since Zthl |lat ||‘2/.,1 < 2dlogT).
t—1
Therefore, the assumption is false, and the result holds. O
. . Cr+1
Lemma 8. In the UCB algorithm, there exists a constant ¢4 = 62/7}% such that after T' rounds,
v
2CRrdlogT
for any action a with A, > Rfog’ we have:
VT
lally-1 < calg
) 2CRgdlogT . .
Proof. Forany awith A, > —2° 28~ assume for contradiction that at time , lally-1 > calq.
ol

VT
For any = € @), by Lemma6}
1
UCB¢(a) — UCBy(z) = (0", a — 2) + /i <2||C‘|th1 - 2||917|vt11>

Using (#*,a — x) > —A, and the bounds from Lemmal7}
caodlogT
> /Bt <I/C4Aa -2 2\/;> — A,
CQ/CR +1 )
-,

Substitute ¢4 =

czdlogT>
> Cr+1)A,—2- ————— | — A,
B (e VT

20ndlog T
VT
>\/E((C2/CR+1) o — 20y /CRr) — a—\FA —A,>0

Thus, no action in () would be selected at time ¢. But by Lemma [7, during [¢1T, T}, at least one
action from @ is selected. Hence, there exists some ¢ € [c; T, T] such that [|la||,,-» < c4A,. Since
t—1

V=1 < V2!, the result follows. O

Since A, , we have:
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Lemma 9. For any selected action a; at time t with gap A,, we have:
A,
a > —
|| 75||Vt_1 =9 /Ft

Proof. If action a is selected at time ¢, it must satisfy:
UCB,(a) > UCB,(a*) = (B, a) + v/Billally—1 > (B.a") + v/Bella" [l
Let E(t) = 6,_, — 0*. Rearranging terms:
(B(t),a—a”) = Ao+ VBi(llally -+ — lla*[ly,-1) =0 (A)
By Cauchy-Schwarz inequality:
(E(),a—a) < [EOvi_, - lla—a*lly-1 < VBilla—a*lly
Substituting into (A):
VBilla = a*lly-1 — Aa+ VBillally-1 — laly-1) > 0
By triangle inequality:

Y, Bt(Ha”v;ll + Ha*Hvt:ll) —Ag+ v Bt(”allvt:ll - Ha*”Vt:ll) >0

Simplifying:
A,

2v BtH“”v;j1 -8 >20= ||a||vt—_11 2 27\/@

LetL:min{LEN* \ ZZL:ld'ZLEZT}

We define V* = T + 25:1 vV, by algorithm

Algorithm 8 algorithm for UCB proof

1: £+ 0, A4, <« A

2: while ¢ < L do

¢ < Approximate G-Optimal Design(.Ay)
4: foreacha € Ay do

5 ne(a) < d-4° - 7(a)

6: end for

T Vi Y aca, ne(a)aa’

8.

9

0:

Api1 + {a € Ap: maxpeq, (07,0 —a) <2701
< L+1

10: end while

Define the partition:
* P={te[L,T][ A, € (1,00)}
¢ PL={te[1T]| Ay, €[0,2714))
e Forle[2,L—1],P,={te[l,T]| A, €27, 27¢+2)}

Lemma 10. For any ¢ € [1, L — 1], there exists a constant cs = 2 such that:

|Py| < e5BrdlogT - 4°
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Proof. Assume for contradiction that for some ¢ € [1, L — 1], |Py| > c5Brdlog T - 4°.
By Lemma(9] for all t € Py:
2—2—0—1 2—2

A, B
vy 2 505 2 2va = VB

Then:

T ot 2 4t
2 |4 _
ZN%M3>UM«QE> > esPrdlogT- 4"+ = csdlog T

With ¢5 = 2, this gives:
T
Z ||atH%/;11 > 2dlogT
t=1

which contradicts Lemma 3] Hence, the assumption is false and the result holds. O
Lemma 11. There exists a constant c¢ = 4/3 such that:

T < ced-4% and T > 0.25d - 4"

Proof. From the definition of L:

L
TgZd-ﬂgcﬁd-z;L
=1

The lower-bound is obvious:
L—1

T>Zd-4‘zo.25d~4L
=1

Lemma 12. There exists a constant c; such that:

V < crfrdlogT - V*

Proof. In the proof below, we apply Lemma 1 to the (possibly approximate) G-optimal design guar-
anteed. The e-approximation only affects the constants by a factor (1 & ), which we absorb into
the hidden constants.

Define Vp, =3, p, ata; ,then V =1+ 25:1 Vp,.
For any ¢ € [1, L], since {a; | t € P;} C A;, by Lemmal[l}
Vo, | Ve _ Vi

|Py| = d-4¢ 4

Thus:

| P |V
Vp, = 1 £

For ¢ € [1, L — 1], by Lemmal[L0}

csBrdlog T - 44V
Ve, X 10 £

= csBrdlogT - V;

For ¢ = L, by Lemma

TV | cod-45V;

Vp, = 4L = 4L

j C(;d'VIf
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Let ¢; = max {05, ﬁ} Then for all ¢ € [1, L]:
Vp, 2 c7BrdlogT - V/*

Summing over £:

L L
V=I1+) Vi 2I+crBrdlogT > Vi = crfrdlogT-V*
=1 =1

Lemma 13. For any symmetric positive definite matrix V- € R4*?% and nonzero vector a € R%:

.
aa
Ve 20
“a'V-1la
Proof. Forany x € R%:
T T.\2
T T_@a T (a”x)

' Ve—2 ——ax=2" Vo — ———
a'V-1a a'V-la

By the Cauchy-Schwarz inequality for positive definite matrices:
(a"2)? < (z"Va)(a"Vla)

Thus:

(aTz)?

.
' Vo — —————
aTV—1q

>0
which completes the proof.

Lemma 14. There exists a constant cg such that for all £ € [1, L] and a € Py:

a'Vla < csdlong 4=t

Proof. For/{ = 1:
a'Via <a'I"''a=a"a<1< csdlong o471

For¢ € [2,L] and a € Pp:

2CRrdlogT
Case 1: If A, > M, by Lemma
VT

||a||‘>,1 <Ay < ey 2_“—2

Thus: )
a'V7la <16¢3-47"

Case2: If A, < M, by Lemma
VT

lalp-. < 2208T
VT
By Lemma T > 4dlogk - 4%, so:
~ < Ad?log®? T 3d?log® T

Tyr—1 < 2d1 2T'47‘€
o Voes Ty ddlogh - 4L = 28

16¢3
Taking cg = max {cg, 024
dlog®T

} completes the proof.
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Lemma 15. There exists a constant cg = 2cg such that:
1
cod*Llog? T

<

Proof. Forany ¢ € [1,L] and a € Supp(m;), by Lemma

.
|
a'V—1a
By Lemma T4}
a'V7'la < csdlog2T 4t
Thus:

aa' < ng10g2 T.-47¢.V

The noiseless covariance matrix is:
V' = E d-4°-aa’

a€Supp(m;)
Since |Supp(m;)| = O(d) by Carathéodory’s theorem:
Vi =0(d)-d-4° - cgdlog? T - 47V < O(d®log® T-)V
Summing over ¢:

L
VE=> "V 20(d°Llog’ T) -V
(=1

E.1 PROOF OF THEOREM[3|

Proof. Feasibility. By Lemma@ w.p. 1 — dyce. a; 0% € [a] 6,1 + \/EHatHV:ll]. Since LinUCB
implies a; 0,1 + \/>Hat||v 1 > p* > pu— K, we have a; 0* > p—K— 2\/E|‘at||vj' Setting
C = O(+/Br) ensures 6* is fea31ble.

Decomposmon Let d and 6’ be feasible solutions with slack  and 0, respectively. Assume bounded
parameters MH?’ |9’||2 < Vd. Define A := 0 —60*, A := 0 —6*, and § := 6 — §'. Then

laTAl < |a"A'| +]aT§).
Statistical Error (ja " A’[). With k = 0, (A/, a;) < 2\/57T\|at||vt:11. Using Lemmaand A3 <
4d:
T
IA')3 =D (A a)® + | A3 < 88rdlog T + 4d.
t=1

< 1l = O (o Thog(1oce) ) llalg -

Perturbation Error (Ja' §|). Constraints imply |(J,a;)| < . Let S = span({a;}). Decompose
a=aqa +a whereaH €S,a; LS.

1. In-span (a)): Using G-optimal design properties on S, ||a ||V(7T)_1 < +/d. Thus:
‘<5,CL||>‘ < ||5||V(7T)||CLH HV(ﬂ')*l < 2777:/12\/& _ \/g/{_

2. OQut-of-span (a ): Since Va, =a,, larlly-2 = [lasll2. With [|0]]2 < 2V/d:
(8, a )| < l8ll2llarllz < 2Vd|lallg-: -
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Conclusion. Absorbing the a; term into the statistical error constant:

la"Al <O <\/d2 logQTlog(l/(SUCB)) llally—2 + Vik.

O
E.2 PROOF OF THEOREM [G]
1
Setv =1— in LemmaH
1+e¢
Proof. By Lemma
Vv =< (1 — 5UCB)C7ﬁleogT V4 5UCB(T + 1)[
By Lemma|[I5] with probability at least 1 — dycg:
f/ > ;2 *
cod®*Llog“T
Combining these inequalities and noting that V* = I and L = O(log T'):
— 1 N
V=<0 <d5 log® T'log ()) 1%
duce
O

E.3 PROOF OF THEOREM[7|

Proof. Feasibility. From Theorem [4] and Theorem [} the true parameter 6* satisfies the individual

bounds for Phased Elimination and LinUCB. Thus, with C' = O(+/fr/d+log(L/dpe)), 0* satisfies
the unified constraint:

| d? .
p— C - max (\/&HatHthl, t) —k<O0Ta;<p

for all ¢ € [1,T1], ensuring the LP is feasible.

Decomposition. Let 6 and 0’ be feasible solutions with slack « and 0, respectively, satisfying
10]l2, 1']]2 < Vd. Define A := 6 — 6*, A’ := 6" — 0*, and 6 := § — §’. We bound the error as
la" Al < laTA'| + |aT 4.

Statistical Error (Ja' A’|). For the solution without slack (x = 0), we have [(A/ a;)| <
C'max(V/d|a||y,-1 , /d?/t). Squaring and summing over ¢, and using max(z,y)? < 2% + y*:
t—1

T T

d2
Z<Al,at>2 < 02 Z (d”atl%/t_—ll + t>
t=1 t=1
< C? (2d°1og T + d*(1 +logT))
= O(C?*d*logT).

Adding the parameter bound ||A’[|3 < 4d, we have || Ay, = O(Cdy/log T)). Thus:
la” A" < Ay llallg-1 = O(Cdy/log T)lally—.-

Perturbation Error (|aT6 [). The analysis of the x-term is identical to the argument used in the
proof of Theorem[2]and Theorem [5] Hence, by the same reasoning we obtain

(6,a)| < Vdr+2Vdl|ally..

Conclusion. Combining the terms yields:

la" Al < O(Cd\/log T)|lal| -1 + Vidk.

Substituting the required C' for each case:
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1. For Phased-Elimination, C = O(y/log(L/opg)), yielding the bound
O(y/d*log Tlog(L/dpe))|lall -+ + V.

2. For LinUCB, C' = O(+/Br/d), yielding the bound O(~v/d2log” T)|al|¢ -1 + Vdk.

F ADDITIONAL EXPERIMENTAL DETAILS

F.1 ALGORITHM IMPLEMENTATION DETAILS

For our experimental evaluation, we implemented the algorithms as follows:

Algorithm 3] was implemented using the binary search version, which demonstrated superior perfor-
mance over the standard version in our preliminary comparisons (see Figure[I]in the main text). This
variant maintains the same theoretical guarantees while achieving faster convergence in practice.

Algorithm [d] was implemented strictly according to the pseudocode provided in the main text, with-
out any modifications or optimizations. This ensures a faithful evaluation of the algorithm as theo-
retically described.

Baseline Algorithm was implemented using the code provided by Guha et al. (2024) to ensure a
fair comparison. We used their publicly available implementation without modifications.

All algorithms were evaluated under identical experimental conditions.

F.2 SEMI-SYNTHETIC DATA GENERATION

Our semi-synthetic experiments follow the methodology described in Section [/| of the main text,
with additional implementation details provided here.

Datasets: We used two real-world datasets:

* MovieLens 25M Lam & Herlocker|(2006); Harper & Konstan|(2015): Contains 25 million
ratings from 162,000 users on 62,000 movies.

* Amazon Reviews Digital Music Hou et al.|(2024): Contains reviews and ratings for digital
music products from the Amazon platform.

Data Processing: We randomly sampled u = 6, 000 users and m = 4, 000 items from each dataset,
along with their associated ratings. For users with multiple ratings, we averaged their ratings per
item.

Matrix Factorization: We performed matrix factorization using Alternating Least Squares (ALS)
with regularization parameter A = 0.01 and d = 8 latent factors. The optimization ran for 20
iterations or until convergence (tolerance 10~%). This produced user embedding matrix U € R**9
and item embedding matrix M € R™*4,

Bandit Simulation: For each trial, we randomly selected a user embedding U; as the true parameter
0*. The item embedding matrix M served as the action set. We ran each algorithm for L = 8 phases,
with rewards generated as 1, = (6*, a;) + €, where e, ~ N(0,0.02).

Evaluation: We repeated this process for 100 randomly selected users and averaged the relative

error || — 6%||2/]|6% || at the final round of the last phase. The results, presented in Figure -h of
the main text, consistently show the superiority of our proposed algorithms over the baseline.
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