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Abstract

Long-term memory is becoming a central bottleneck for language
agents. Existing RAG and GraphRAG systems largely treat mem-
ory graphs as static retrieval middleware, which limits their abil-
ity to recover complete evidence chains from partial cues, exploit
reusable graph-structural roles, and improve the memory itself
through downstream feedback. We introduce SAGE, a Self-evolving
Agentic Graph-memory Engine that models graph memory as a
dynamic long-term memory substrate. SAGE couples two roles:
a memory writer that incrementally constructs structured graph
memory from interaction histories, and a Graph Foundation Model-
based memory reader to perform retrieval and provide feedback
to the memory writer. We provide rigorous theoretical analyses
supporting the effectiveness of carefully designed architectural com-
ponents and the framework. Across multi-hop QA, open-domain
retrieval, domain-specific review QA, and long-term agent-memory
benchmarks, SAGE improves evidence recovery, answer grounding,
and retrieval efficiency: after two self-evolution rounds, it achieves
the best average rank on multi-hop QA; in zero-shot open-domain
transfer, it reaches 82.5/91.6 Recall@2/5 on NQ. Further results on
LongMemEval and HaluMem show that training and reader—writer
feedback improve multiple long-term memory and hallucination-
diagnostic metrics, suggesting that self-evolving, structure-aware
graph memory is a promising foundation for robust long-horizon
language agents. Our code is available here.

1 Introduction

As large language models evolve from single-turn question-answering
systems into general-purpose agents for multi-turn dialogue, per-

sonalized assistance, multi-agent collaboration, and open-environment

exploration, the system bottleneck is shifting from whether a model
can answer within the current context to whether it can accumulate,
organize, invoke, and update memory over longer time scales. Mem-
ory is a core system capability that determines whether Agents can
achieve long-term consistency, personalized adaptation, cross-turn
reasoning, and self-improvement. Memory is to Agents what
parameters are to foundation models [31, 32, 43, 47, 56]. Recent
memory benchmarks have made this bottleneck explicit, evaluat-
ing agents on ultra-long conversational consistency, multi-session
reasoning, temporal reasoning, knowledge updating, selective for-
getting, abstention, and hallucination control [3, 7, 14, 25, 29].

In engineering practice, RAG has become the dominant non-
parametric interface for extending language models with external
memory, alleviating the static nature of parametric knowledge and
the limited size of context windows [22]. Yet standard RAG usually
retrieves independent text chunks, whereas long-term agent mem-
ory often requires recovering evidence distributed across entities,
events, aliases, temporal constraints, and multi-hop dependencies.
GraphRAG takes an important step by organizing documents, enti-
ties, relations, and summaries as graphs, making cross-document

dependencies and reasoning paths more explicit [8, 11]. However,
for long-horizon agents, graph structure should not merely serve as
an external retrieval index. In this work, we study agent graph mem-
ory as a coupled write-read—update problem. Given interaction his-
tories or external documents, a memory writer should construct an
evolving graph whose nodes and edges encode entities, episodes,
documents, aliases, temporal constraints, and cross-fragment rela-
tions. Given a query, a memory reader should not simply expand
from a few matched entities; it should return a compact, verifiable
evidence chain. The retrieval outcome should further provide
feedback about what the graph lacks. In other words, the graph
is not only built before retrieval and searched afterward,; it is the
working substrate through which memory is written, read,
corrected, and self-improved. Around this goal, we identify the
following three core challenges.

Challenge I: Agent memory requires global associative read-
ing from fragmented cues. The first challenge is not merely to
retrieve text that is semantically similar to the query, but to recon-
struct a complete reasoning chain from sparse, fragmented, and
sometimes indirect cues. In long-term agent memory, a query may
mention only an episodic clue, an alias, or a distant conceptual hint,
while the answer depends on intermediate entities that are not
explicitly named. Standard vector retrieval tends to return locally
similar snippets, and many graph-based retrieval methods start
propagation from a small set of query-matched anchor entities.
However, if these anchors only cover a local subgraph, the neces-
sary bridge nodes may lie outside the activated region, leaving the
evidence chain disconnected even after graph propagation. Thus,
agent memory reading should not commit too early to a small set
of partial cues [11, 39].

Challenge II: Agent memory requires learned structural use
rather than fixed structural expansion. The second challenge
is that graph structure should not be used only as a fixed index
after graph construction. Many GraphRAG-style systems exploit
structure through pre-built communities, paths, graph indexes, or
heuristic expansion rules, but once the graph is constructed, the
role of structure is largely fixed: a hub remains broadly expanded,
a bridge may be missed if it is not reached by the initial anchors,
and noisy shortcuts may be treated similarly to useful evidence
edges. This is insufficient for agent memory, where the graph itself
is continuously updated by new interactions and where the same
topological pattern may have different meanings across domains. A
structure-aware reader should therefore learn how structural roles
affect retrieval [8, 11, 27, 28].

The example in Figure 1 illustrates both challenges. Given the
query, the explicit cues are only Alice, lab meeting, Cornu Ammo-
nis, and agent memory. A retrieval system that only anchors on
the most query-matched nodes may retrieve the meeting note or
the biological cue, but still fail to connect them to hippocampus,
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Three Core Challenges in Agent Graph Memory

A small partial cue should activate
the complete memory chain, while
avoiding noisy distractions.

HippoRAG

hippocampus
proper

:::m; . ~ hippocampus-style PR
y ent Memor
parmapcue . GraphRAG gparﬁa cue )
Alice lab meeting
partial cue partial cue

o Associative & Selective Reading e Structural Information

Reading should use graph roles such
as hubs, bridges, and communities.

e Self-Evolving Memory

Writing and reading should
form a closed loop that
improves each other over time.

Q Feedback o $ 6raph

Memory

Figure 1: Overview of the three core challenges in agent graph memory, illustrated with a concrete example. Given the query,
“Alice mentioned a work in last week’s lab meeting that seemed to be inspired by the Cornu Ammonis. Among works in the
same field as that work, are there any that can also help with agent memory? Give one example,” the memory reader must
address associative and selective reading by expanding sparse partial cues into the correct evidence chain while avoiding noisy
distractors. It must then exploit structural information in the memory graph, such as aliases, bridges, and hubs, to traverse
from Cornu Ammonis to SAGE. Self-evolving memory highlights the closed loop between writing and reading.

HippoRAG, GraphRAG, and finally SAGE. This is the associative-
reading challenge: the system must piece together a long chain
from scattered cues. At the same time, the correct path depends
on structural roles: HippoRAG is a bridge, GraphRAG and RAG are
hubs that must be controlled rather than blindly expanded, and
the edge from GraphRAG to SAGE is critical for reaching the final
answer. This is the structural-information challenge: the reader
must use graph topology in a learned and selective way, not simply
propagate uniformly over a fixed graph.
Challenge III: Existing methods mostly optimize retrieval
trajectories, but rarely optimize the self-evolution of the
memory system itself. Existing RAG and GraphRAG systems
often assume that the external memory graph or knowledge base
is already available, so the main problem becomes how to retrieve
from it. For long-term agents, however, writing is itself part of the
memory problem. Conversely, retrieval failures provide useful sig-
nals about what the memory graph lacks. For example, if the reader
repeatedly needs to traverse from Cornu Ammonis to hippocampus-
style GraphRAG and then to the GraphRAG literature, the memory
system should gradually add or strengthen useful structural links,
such as a more direct edge from hippocampus-style GraphRAG to
GraphRAG. Thus, a true agent memory system should not only op-
timize retrieval trajectories; it should optimize the memory graph
itself through a closed loop in which better reading exposes writing
deficiencies, and better writing makes future reading more accurate,
selective, and efficient [3].

To address these challenges, we propose SAGE, a Self-evolving
Agentic Graph-memory Engine. Unlike GraphRAG systems that

mainly use graphs as retrieval middleware, SAGE treats the graph
as a dynamic long-term memory object. It couples two mutually
reinforcing components: a memory writer incrementally constructs
and revises graph memory; a Graph Foundation Model-based mem-
ory reader to perform retrieval and provide feedback to the memory
writer. SAGE directly targets the three challenges above: it recovers
long reasoning chains from fragmented cues, learns how to use
structural roles rather than propagate uniformly, and continuously
improves the graph memory itself for future queries.

2 Related Work

Retrieval-Augmented Generation and GraphRAG.. RAG provides
a non-parametric interface for language models by retrieving exter-
nal evidence before generation [22]. Many variants further improve
retrieval timing, reasoning interaction, adaptive policies, and hierar-
chical organization [1, 19, 20, 37, 39]. GraphRAG enables structured
retrieval over cross-document dependencies and multi-hop evi-
dence paths [8, 9, 11-13, 24, 28, 41, 45, 54, 55]. Another line of work
improves retrieval by optimizing retrieval trajectories, including
interleaved retrieval and reasoning, self-reflective retrieval, adap-
tive retrieval, multi-agent RAG, and reinforcement-learning-based
query rewriting [1, 2, 5, 19, 39, 40].

Agent Memory. Agent memory studies how LLM-based agents
store, update, retrieve, and use past experiences [6, 16, 21, 31, 32,
34, 44, 46, 51-53, 56]. Recent surveys also highlight the importance
of human-inspired and graph-based memory mechanisms for LLM
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agents [43, 47]. Meanwhile, memory benchmarks evaluate long-
term consistency, event reasoning, multi-session reasoning, tempo-
ral reasoning, knowledge updating, selective forgetting, abstention,
and hallucination control [3, 7, 14, 25, 29].

Graph Foundation Models. Graph Foundation Models (GFMs) aim
to learn transferable graph representations through large-scale pre-
training, allowing models to reuse structural priors and semantic
patterns across graphs, tasks, and domains [27]. Representative
early works include GCC, GPT-GNN, and GraphCL, which learn
transferable graph representations through cross-network contrast,
generative graph pretraining, and graph augmentation based con-
trastive learning [15, 33, 49, 50].

3 Preliminary

Given a knowledge-intensive memory sample x = (¢, D, D*, ),
where g denotes the query, D = {d;}, denotes the set of candidate
historical memory fragments, D* C D denotes the gold evidence
set that supports the answer, and y denotes the ground-truth an-
swer. The writer is viewed as a structured policy model: at step h,
given state sp, the policy samples a writing action ap ~ 7g(- | sp)
and updates the partial graph as Gp+1 = Gn @ ap,. The memory
reader Ry performs query-conditioned propagation over the graph,
obtains entity relevance scores sp = fd,(q, G) € RIVEl and then
projects them into memory-fragment scores. The reader finally out-
puts (Dg, G4, I1g) = Ry(q, G, M), where Dy = TopK , (sp(d)),
5,1 is the query-activated subgraph, and I1; denotes optional re-
lational paths. The generation model then produces the answer
7 = LLM(q, Dy, TI,).

4 Method

At a high level, our method builds a self-evolving graph mem-
ory pipeline (Figure 2). The memory writer W first transforms
the query and candidate historical memory fragments into a het-
erogeneous graph memory G. The memory reader Ry then per-
forms query-conditioned activation over G: it softly locates query-
relevant entities, propagates evidence signals through relational
structures, and projects the activated entity-level information back
to memory fragments.

4.1 Memory Writer: Graph Memory Writing via
Reading Feedback

Policy-based writing. The writer is modeled as a sequential decision-
making policy. At step ¢, the state is defined as s; = (q, D,Gi-1, Z)ffolc),
where G;_; is the partially written graph, and Dfiolc denotes the
set of processed documents. The action a; contains entity-relation
triples (u, r,v) together with their source anchors (u, source, d).
Detailed implementation information is provided in Appendix O.

Reader-aware Writing Reward. The writer’s reward stems from
the task utility of its written graph after being accessed by the mem-
ory reader. Given the current graph G, the frozen reader returns
the evidence Pi(q, G). Inspired by [40], we employ two comple-
mentary types of rewards. The first category measures whether
the graph is sufficient as a knowledge carrier to support the deriva-
tion of the answer: r4.4(q,y, G) =1 [Judge (¢y | P(q.Q)) = Yes].

Workshop Submission, 2026,

The second category measures whether the graph can serve as a

knowledge index to recover the supporting text: re.(q, D, G) =

[P (9.6)ND*| _ |Pk(¢.6)nD¥|
o (@ DN6) = TR G
the coverage of necessary evidence, while . penalizes the expan-

sion of irrelevant evidence. To align with end-to-end question an-
swering, we also use an answer-level auxiliary reward rans (¢, y, G) =
maxy ey (y) F1(0.4').§ = LLM (g, Px(q. G)), where Y (y) is the
set of answer aliases. In practice, we adopt a hybrid task reward
_ rrec+Prpre+yTded
Mask = — o3pry
Furthermore, to prevent the policy from inflating the graph size
by stacking duplicate triples, we define a repetition rate: prp (G) =
|7(G)| - [uniq(7(G))
17(6)
Ttask (T) = ArepPrep(Gr) + At 2 ‘til rfmt . This directly addresses the
issue revealed by works such as HaluMem: errors in memory sys-
tems often do not emerge only at the answering stage, but are
already written during the extraction and updating phases [3]. We
employ standard clipped GRPO to update the writer.

. Where rye. encourages

and derive the trajectory return R(r) =

4.2 Memory Reader: Memory Retrieval Based
on Graph Foundation Model

The memory reader must operate stably over graph memory that
is continuously updated by the writer. Dense retrievers mainly
learn query-document semantic matching and thus struggle to ex-
ploit entity roles, bridge paths, and cross-community dependencies,
while conventional GNN retrievers are often tied to fixed graph
distributions and generalize poorly across domains, users, and evo-
lution stages. We therefore adopt a Graph Foundation Model (GFM)
as the memory reader, whose multi-graph pre-training enables
transferable structural priors and lightweight calibration on new
graphs [28, 54]. Formally, the memory reader outputs an entity
distribution, a document distribution, and an optional retrieval
subgraph f3(q, G, D) = (py(e | ¢.G).pg(d | ¢, G, D), G,). Where
p¢(e | ¢, G) represents the entity memory activated by the query,
p¢(d | ¢, G, D) denotes the final retrieved textual evidence, and
G, provides an interpretable retrieval path. To obtain a compact
and query-aligned activated subgraph, we further introduce a light-
weight query-conditioned subgraph selector; implementation de-
tails are provided in Appendix L

Cognition-inspired Structured Query Planning. When humans
extract long-term memories, the brain often automatically gener-
ates multi-dimensional retrieval cues to anchor the target based on
only a vague final intention. Inspired by this, we no longer treat
the natural language query as a single retrieval command. Instead,
we introduce a planning function #,, to simulate the cue recon-
struction process of the human brain before awakening memory;,
decomposing the initial query into a set of rich associative probes:
Pw(q) = (Sexp’ A, Crels Chard> T, {(qms Xm; tm)}i\n/l:l)- Detailed defi-
nitions of the notation, additional information, and the concrete
prompt templates and output schema are provided in Appendix K.
This multi-path concurrent awakening method effectively over-
comes the "tip-of-the-tongue phenomenon" (i.e., difficulties in alias
alignment or missing bridging entities) and naturally stitches to-
gether forgotten implicit relationships [1, 39, 44, 53].
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Figure 2: Overall pipeline of the proposed SAGE. The memory writer incrementally constructs and updates graph memory from
observations through state-conditioned writing actions, and receives rewards from downstream memory use. The resulting
retrieval feedback closes the loop between writing and reading, enabling graph memory to improve over time.

Soft Addressing and Pre-activation of Memory Fragments. Cogni-
tive neuroscience reveals that human memory retrieval involves
not only the extraction of perfectly matching information but also
the instinctive awakening of peripherally related memories through
Semantic Priming. And to address the first challenge, we treat the
calculation of the query-conditioned entry score s.(q) as a com-
prehensive assessment of the stimulus intensity across different
Memory Engrams:

se(q) =A1 Exact(e, Eexp) + A2 Alias(e, A) (1)
+ A3 max cos (Emb(desc(e)), Emb(Gn,))
m<

+ A4 Type(e, ) + A5 Cons(e, Chard) + A6 Z EL(e | §).
£eNER(q)
()

Subsequently, the system employs a Softmax function with a tem-
perature coefficient Ty to simulate the brain’s limited Attention
Allocation mechanism during retrieval. This normalizes the multi-
dimensional stimulus signals to form the initial activation distribu-
exp(se(q)/To)
Tocr xp(so(@)/T0)
this distribution, we define the initial state of the memory nodes as
h(o) (pole | q)) Wy Emb(q) + Wix,. In this process, x, acts as the
solidified long-term memory (static representation of entities) in
the brain, while the query vector adjusted by the cognitive recall
degree po(e | g) represents the current working memory (task
context).

tion of the memory atlas po(e | q) = Based on

Synapse-inspired Structurally Conditioned Associative Propaga-
tion. To address the second challenge while avoiding indiscriminate
diffusion, we introduce edge-level vector structural gating in the

GFM. The node-level structural features, edge-pair structural fea-
tures, and graph-level summary are defined as:

¢(U) = [log(l + dv)’ Cos Ko, d_N(U)]s (3)
Y(u,0) = [|dy — dol. IN (u) N N (0)], Jaccard(N (u), N (v)) ],  (4)
rg = [meanveq/E ¢ (v); stdyevy ¢(v);dens(§)]. (5)

Detailed definitions and normalization procedures are provided
in Appendix L. The edge structural context for the [-th layer is
20 = [EL) (9): ) ($(0):Ey (4(,0)): By (xg)]. which gen-
erates the vector gating gl(,lu) =1+ §tanh (MLP(I) (z(l))) Let 7y
be the normalized adjacency weight with self-loops; the message
and node updates are m,(,llw Nuo gm,) 0] W(l)h(l b h(l)
LayerNorm (h(l U 4 PReLU (b( ) 4+ Due N(o) mf,_w)) Unlike tra-
ditional heuristic path expansion, PPR walks, or community sum-
marization [8, 9, 41], the system here can actively perform Inhibi-
tion of non-specific generalized memories (suppressing hub edges),
keenly capture and preserve long-distance associations across
different cognitive clusters (lateral thinking/bridge edge preser-
vation), and undergo Habituation (weakening redundant edges)
toward highly repetitive local information, much like the human
brain.

Traditional query-dependent GNNs or PPR-style expansion can
perform multi-hop propagation along graph structures. But the key
issue is not simply to expand the propagation range, but to preserve
the advantage of query-relevant evidence signal over distractor
noise under a limited top-k budget. Proposition 1(i) summarizes
this signal-budget view: soft addressing improves the initial evi-
dence activation, structural gating preserves bridge/evidence paths
while suppressing noisy neighborhoods, and controlled entity-to-
document projection converts the entity-level advantage into more
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efficient document-level retrieval. Complete definitions, assump-
tions, and proofs are provided in Appendix B.

Target Graph Calibration and Cross-graph Structural Priors. Hu-
man memory, on one hand, reorganizes cues based on the current
context, while on the other, it retains relatively stable structured
recall habits. In our self-evolving graph memory, each G gener-
ated by the writer per round alters the local topology and noise
distribution; therefore, the reader cannot rely solely on propagation
patterns from a fixed graph.

Since the writer continuously changes the memory graph, the
reader must simultaneously adapt to the current target graph and
preserve cross-graph structural priors. This is precisely why we
introduce the context—schema decomposition. As summarized in
Proposition 1(ii), the schema channel provides a transferable struc-
tural prior, while the context channel corrects the target-graph
residual induced by the current writer, current domain, entity gran-
ularity, and local noise. The complete theoretical motivation is
provided in Appendix C and Appendix D.

First, a feature prompt vector py is used for a lightweight cali-

bration of the query-activated input l~1£0) =pr 0O h£°). The con-
textual calibration channel performs gated propagation on the
current graph G: Hyy = gate(ﬁ@),g;@gate). Where Hgy cap-
tures the immediate structural state within the current memory

graph. Simultaneously, the schema prior channel maintains a set
K

j=1
to encode stable reading habits formed during multi-graph train-

of cross-graph structural prompt bases {P;l)} which are used

ing: o = softmaxj(a(l)/Tp),P<l) = yK 1 w;”P;l). Propaga-

J schema Jj=
tion is executed based on these schema prompts to obtain: Hye, =

Forompt (H, G; (" 4L ). The final entity representation is jointly

schema’ =1

determined by the current context and the long-term schema: H(q, G) =

Hetx + fschHsen- Here, Hey is analogous to a context-dependent im-
mediate recall state, responsible for adapting to the specific graph
structure generated by the current writer; Hge, is akin to a memory
schema formed across experiences, retaining the ability to recog-
nize stable patterns such as bridge nodes, community boundaries,
core—periphery structures, and noise short-circuits.

Reader Training. Reader training aims to learn cross-graph trans-
ferable retrieval biases through a two-stage procedure. First, we
perform structural contrastive pre-training on multiple augmented
graph views. Then, in the supervised fine-tuning stage, we align
these transferable capabilities with question-driven evidence re-
trieval by training the reader to identify and rank supporting enti-
ties for each query using weighted classification and multi-positive
ranking objectives. Implementation details are provided in Appen-
dices M and N.

Writer—Reader Self-evolution. To address the third challenge, we
propose a self-evolution framework. Each of our self-evolution iter-
ations consists of two phases. First, we fix the reader and train the
writer using its retrieval results as rewards. Subsequently, we use
the updated writer to generate new graphs and continue training
the reader. The overall procedure is detailed in Algorithm 1.
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Table 1: Open-domain retrieval results on NQ and PopQA. We
report passage/document-level Recall (%) at top-2 and top-5
when comparable numbers are available in original papers or
later works that reproduce/cite these methods. Best available
results are in bold and runner-ups are underlined. Only rows
marked with %Pt are our zero-shot transfer results; baseline
rows are not marked as zero-shot.

Zero-shot setting applies only to SAGE on NQ and PopQA.

Dataset NQ PopQA
Method R@2p R@5p R@2p R@5p
BM25 (> SIGIR'94) 28.2 56.17 24.0 35.71
Contriever (> TMLR’22) 2947 546 27.0f 4327
GTR (> EMNLP'22) 35.0f 63.4" 40.17 49,4
COlBERTV2 (> NAACL’22) 36.8* 64.3* - -
RAPTOR (> ICLR'24) 40.37 68.3" 40.27 4877
Proposition (> EMnLP2)  33.1% 62.2* - -
HippORAG (> NeurlPs'24) 213" 44.4F 40.07 53.8"
HippoRAG 2 (> IcML'25) 45.6" 78.0" 43.9" 5177
PropRAG (> EMNLP’25) - 77.9% - 56.2%
SAGE (Ours)o-shol 82.50_5}'01 91'60-shol 41‘50-51101 52'30-5}101

T Values are from the reproduced passage Recall@2/5 evaluation in [>. ¥ Values are
from the Recall@5 table in [>; Recall@2 is not reported there. * Values are from the

reproduced single-step retrieval table in >; PopQA is not reported there.

(i) Signal-budget efficiency. Soft addressing, structural
gating, and controlled entity-to-document projection
jointly improve evidence signal over distractor noise,
thereby reducing the top-k budget needed for evidence
coverage.

[>> SNR proof] [>> Budget proof]

(i) Context-schema decomposition. The reader com-

bines transferable structural priors with target-graph

calibration, so adaptation only needs to correct graph-
specific residuals.

[> Proof]

(iii) Evolution stability. Under bounded graph drift, con-

secutive writer updates induce bounded document-

score changes.
[> Proof]

From a theoretical perspective, this process can be interpreted as
approximate coordinate improvement over a joint memory utility:
the writer update improves the readability of the graph memory,
while the reader update reduces writer-induced graph distribution
shift and reward bias.

We provide the full coordinate-improvement result, the surro-
gate reward bias bound, and the analysis of single-sided update
bottlenecks in Appendix F. In addition, Proposition 1(iii) shows
that although each writer update changes the graph structure in
self-evolving memory, the reader output does not oscillate arbitrar-
ily with graph evolution. We provide detailed training, inference,
memory, and selector-regularizer complexity analyses in Appen-

dix J.
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Figure 3: Visualization of the retrieved results.

5 Experiments

This section presents an experimental evaluation centered around
four research questions (RQs). RQ1: whether SAGE can bring con-
sistent benefits in tasks such as multi-hop QA and open-domain
transfer;

RQ2: whether SAGE is an agent memory system capable of
handling long-term conversation history, knowledge updates, and
memory hallucination;

RQ3: whether the writer—reader closed loop truly yields self-
evolution benefits;

RQ4: further analysis of where and how the performance gains
come from specific designs.

Datasets. We evaluate SAGE on five complementary scenar-
ios. The first category consists of general QA benchmarks and
three multi-hop QA benchmarks, including NQ, PopQA, HotpotQA,
2WikiMultiHopQA, and MuSiQue, used to examine whether the
system can recover bridge entities across documents and combine
evidence and reasoning paths. The second category focuses on a
practical e-commerce application scenario, using a Review-Based
Question Answering Task: AmazonQA, to assess its value in real
e-commerce applications with real noisy reviews. The third cate-
gory comprises long-term agent memory datasets, including Long-
MemEval and HaluMem, used to test information extraction from
long interaction histories, multi-session reasoning, temporal rea-
soning, knowledge updating, abstention, and operation-level hallu-
cination. Table 13 summarizes the details of each dataset. Further
details on baselines and metrics can be found in Appendix R.

5.1 End-to-End Effectiveness

Multi-hop Question Answering. Table 3 reports the main results
on general QA benchmarks and three multi-hop QA benchmarks.
Table 9 reports the results of retrieval performance on multi-hop
QA benchmarks. It is worth mentioning that even when we directly
test on NQ and PopQA using a model trained only on MuSiQue,
HotpotQA, and 2WikiMultiHopQA, we still achieve very strong
performance, especially on NQ; see Table 1 for the detailed results.

Domain-specific Memory. Table 10 reports the results on Ama-
zonQA. SAGE consistently outperforms the neural baseline R-Net

Imemobase: https://github.com/memodb-io/memobase.
2supermemory: https:/github.com/supermemoryai/supermemory.
3MemU: https://github.com/NevaMind- Al/memU.

Anon.

Table 2: Performance of representative memory systems
on LongMemEval. We report accuracy (%) on six task cate-
gories: single-session user (SS-U), single-session assistant
(SS-A), merged single-session recall (SSR), single-session pref-
erence (SS-P), knowledge update (KU), temporal reasoning
(TR), and multi-session reasoning (MS). SSR is computed as
the weighted average of SS-U and SS-A when both are avail-
able; if a source reports only merged single-session recall,
SS-U/SS-A are left blank. Best results are in bold and runner-
ups are underlined. The darker the cell, the better. Results
are grouped by reporting protocol and should not be treated
as a single strict leaderboard. Only rows marked with °-h°t
are our zero-shot transfer results; baseline rows and trained
variants are not marked as zero-shot.

Zero-shot setting applies only to Ours rows marked with %2t on LongMemEval.
Dataset

LongMemEval-S / LongMemEval

Method SS-U SS-A SSR SS-P KU TR MS Overall
Unified protocol in TiMem (GPT-40-mini, LL¥ accuracy)

MemoryBank (=) 500 98 321 0.0 218 0.0 0.0 115
A-MEM (=) 829 875 849 393 728 361 403 55.4
Memo@ (>) 943 518 754 500 787 492 66.2 65.0
MemoryOS (=) 811 782 798 513 561 534 443 58.1
MemOS (=) 937 679 822 507 767 651 588 68.7
TiMem (>) 957 821 89.7 633 862 684 708 76.9
MemOS evaluation suite (short-answer prompt)

MIRIX () 72.8 636 68.8 533 526 256 30. 435
Memo (=) 829 268 579 90.0 667 722 631 66.4
Zep (>) 92,9 750 849 533 744 541 474 63.2
memobase! 928 232 6l9 800 897 759 669 724
Supermemory? 857 589 738 90.0 551 444 526 58.4
MemU? 671 196 46.0 | 767 4lo 173 421 38.4
Our method

Ours (0-shot)**"t 603 8147 680 167 235 138 9.4 28.4
Ours (trained) 733 800 760 231 278 228 125 343
Ours +1 round 794 805 796 158 262 228 107 341

across all metrics, indicating strong cross-task generalization. After
training on AmazonQA, Ours achieves substantial gains. Over-
all, training and interaction rounds steadily enhance performance,
while the zero-shot results demonstrate promising transfer ability.

5.2 Long-term Agent Memory Evaluation

The LongMemEval results are shown in Table 2. The HaluMem
results are shown in Table 11. SAGE is compared against highly
specialized long-term memory systems, making this a challeng-
ing evaluation setting. Although SAGE does not yet surpass the
strongest system-level baselines. Notably, SAGE +1 round already
outperforms Memobase on several metrics, suggesting that it is
competitive despite being less system-engineered. The remaining
gap mainly lies in memory updating and high-coverage extraction,
indicating clear potential for further gains with stronger memory
management and update mechanisms.

5.3 Further Analysis

As shown in Table 4, SAGE demonstrates a strong speed advantage.
It achieves the fastest retrieval time, indicating strong potential
for practical and large-scale deployment. To further analyze the
interpretability of SAGE, we visualize the retrieved subgraph for
a representative case, as shown in Figure. A detailed case study
can be found in P.1. The detailed ablation study design, analysis,
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607 Table 3: Results of multi-hop question answering (QA) performance. We report Exact Match (EM) and F1 score, both reported as 755
608 percentages (%). Best results are in bold and runner-ups are underlined. The darker the cell, the better. 756
699 757
7o Dataset HotpotQA MuSiQue  2WikiMultiHopQA 7
o Avg. Rank 7
702 Method EM F1 EM F1 EM F1 760
703 761
704 BM25 (> arxiv'29) 400 532 195 236 @ 46.9 57.9 155 762
o~ Contriever (> TMLR22) 349 512 163 216 243 33.9 20.5 -
07 GTR (> EMNLP22) 33.8 519 151 252 337 425 19.7 765
708 ColBERTV2 (> NAACL’22) 434 577 155 264 334 433 17.3 766
709 RAPTOR (> ICLR24) 482 592 176 28.9 305 42.0 15.8 767
710 768
711 GraphRAG (> arxiv24) 353 546 13.4 295 283 46.9 18.0 769
712 G-Retriever (> NeurlPs’24) 332 503 18.0 259 423 45.6 18.2 770
s LightRAG (> arxiv24) 36.8 483 181 275 451 495 16.7 7”
o HippOoRAG (> NeurlPs'z4) 418 550 192 2958 466 59.5 13.8 o
e HippoRAG 2 (> icML’25) 573 696 339 405 75.4 78.2 4.7 e
77 SubgraphRAG (> IcLR 25) 526 658 330 392 710 76.2 7.5 775
718 PropRAG (> EMNLP’25) 572 701 38.9 413 73.0 79.9 3.8 776
e GFM-RAG (> NeurIPs’25) 516 669 30.2 404 6938 77.7 7.8 m
720 778
721 FLARE (> EMNLP23) 48.7  60.6 16.2 28.4 46.7 65.4 12.7 779
722 Adaptive-RAG (> NAACL’24) 455 596 138 256 48.9 62.8 14.3 780
72 ColBERTv2 + IRCoT (> Acr23y 455 584 191 305 354 45.1 14.4 Zz;
. HippoRAG + IRCOT (> AcL’23) 457 592 219 333 477 62.7 11.3 s
96 GFM-RAG + IRCoT (> AcL’23) 56.0 718 36.6 492 725 80.8 3.7 -
o SAGE (ours) 513 727 280 473 645 75.3 7.5 ”
729 ours +1 round 60.4 734 322 523 717 79.5 4.2 2
730 ours +2 round 56.1 80.8 342 53.1 74.0 80.4 2.5 788
731 ours + IRCoT 523 750 352 526 72.2 82.9 33 789
732 790
733 791
734 Table 4: Retrieval efficiency comparison. We report retrieval 6 Conclusion 792
735 time in seconds on HotpotQA, MuSiQue, and 2Wiki. For Time, 793

We presented SAGE, a self-evolving agentic graph-memory engine
that treats memory as a dynamic substrate for writing, reading, and
continual improvement. Experiments show that SAGE improves
evidence recovery, grounding, and retrieval efficiency, suggesting

736 lower is better. Best results are in bold and runner-ups are
737 underlined. The darker the cell, the better.

738

794
795

796

739 Dataset HotpotQA MuSiQue 2Wiki that self-evolving graph memory is a promising foundation for 7
740 Method Time|  Time| Time] long-horizon language agents. 78
/41 Single-step retrieval methods 7
742 ColBERTV2 0.035 0.030 0.029 800
743 HippoRAG 0.255 0.251 0.158 801
744 LightRAG 0.861 1109 0911 50

B GraphRAG (Ms) 2.759 3.037 1.204 ‘
7 GFM-RAG 0.107  0.124  0.060 803
746 - - 804
) Iterative retrieval methods i
7 IRCOT + ColBERTV2 ~ 1.146 1152  2.095 805
748 IRCoT + HippoRAG 3.162 3.104  3.441 806
749 SAGE 0.032 0.034 0.019 807
750 808
751 809
752 and results for the Memory Writer and Reader can be found in 810
753 Appendix H and Appendix G, respectively. 811

754 7 812



813
814
815
816
817
818
819
820
821
822
823
824
825
826
827
828
829
830
831
832
833
834
835
836
837
838
839
840
841
842
843
844
845
846
847
848
849
850
851
852
853
854
855
856
857
858
859
860
861
862
863
864
865
866
867
868
869
870

Workshop Submission, 2026,

References

(1]

(2]

[10]

[11]

[14]

[15]

[16]

[17]

(18]

[19]

[20]

[21]

Akari Asai, Zeqiu Wu, Yizhong Wang, Avirup Sil, and Hannaneh Hajishirzi. 2023.
Self-rag: Learning to retrieve, generate, and critique through self-reflection. In
The Twelfth International Conference on Learning Representations.

Sungguk Cha, DongWook Kim, Taeseung Hahn, Mintae Kim, Youngsub Han,
and Byoung-Ki Jeon. 2025. Annotation-Free Reinforcement Learning Query
Rewriting via Verifiable Search Reward. arXiv preprint arXiv:2507.23242 (2025).
Ding Chen, Simin Niu, Kehang Li, Peng Liu, Xiangping Zheng, Bo Tang, Xinchi
Li, Feiyu Xiong, and Zhiyu Li. 2025. Halumem: Evaluating hallucinations in
memory systems of agents. arXiv preprint arXiv:2511.03506 (2025).

Tong Chen, Hongwei Wang, Sihao Chen, Wenhao Yu, Kaixin Ma, Xinran Zhao,
Hongming Zhang, and Dong Yu. 2024. Dense x retrieval: What retrieval granu-
larity should we use?. In Proceedings of the 2024 Conference on Empirical Methods
in Natural Language Processing. 15159-15177.

Yiqun Chen, Lingyong Yan, Weiwei Sun, Xinyu Ma, Yi Zhang, Shuaigiang
Wang, Dawei Yin, Yiming Yang, and Jiaxin Mao. 2025. Improving retrieval-
augmented generation through multi-agent reinforcement learning. arXiv
preprint arXiv:2501.15228 (2025).

Prateek Chhikara, Dev Khant, Saket Aryan, Taranjeet Singh, and Deshraj Ya-
dav. 2025. MemO: Building production-ready ai agents with scalable long-term
memory. arXiv preprint arXiv:2504.19413 (2025).

Hongwei Wang Di Wu, Wenhao Yu, Yuwei Zhang, Kai-Wei Chang, and Dong Yu
Longmemeval. [n. d.]. Benchmarking chat assistants on long-term interactive
memory, 2024. URL https://arxiv. org/abs/2410.10813 2 ([n.d.]), 14.

Darren Edge, Ha Trinh, Newman Cheng, Joshua Bradley, Alex Chao, Apurva
Mody, Steven Truitt, Dasha Metropolitansky, Robert Osazuwa Ness, and Jonathan
Larson. 2024. From local to global: A graph rag approach to query-focused
summarization. arXiv preprint arXiv:2404.16130 (2024).

Zirui Guo, Lianghao Xia, Yanhua Yu, Tian Ao, and Chao Huang. 2024. Lightrag:
Simple and fast retrieval-augmented generation. arXiv preprint arXiv:2410.05779
2,3 (2024).

Mansi Gupta, Nitish Kulkarni, Raghuveer Chanda, Anirudha Rayasam, and
Zachary C Lipton. 2019. Amazonqa: A review-based question answering task.
arXiv preprint arXiv:1908.04364 (2019).

Bernal J Gutiérrez, Yiheng Shu, Yu Gu, Michihiro Yasunaga, and Yu Su. 2024.
Hipporag: Neurobiologically inspired long-term memory for large language
models. Advances in neural information processing systems 37 (2024), 59532~
59569.

Bernal Jiménez Gutiérrez, Yiheng Shu, Weijian Qi, Sizhe Zhou, and Yu Su. 2025.
From rag to memory: Non-parametric continual learning for large language
models. arXiv preprint arXiv:2502.14802 (2025).

Xiaoxin He, Yijun Tian, Yifei Sun, Nitesh V Chawla, Thomas Laurent, Yann
LeCun, Xavier Bresson, and Bryan Hooi. 2024. G-retriever: Retrieval-augmented
generation for textual graph understanding and question answering. Advances
in Neural Information Processing Systems 37 (2024), 132876-132907.

Yuanzhe Hu, Yu Wang, and Julian McAuley. 2025. Evaluating memory in llm
agents via incremental multi-turn interactions. arXiv preprint arXiv:2507.05257
(2025).

Ziniu Hu, Yuxiao Dong, Kuansan Wang, Kai-Wei Chang, and Yizhou Sun. 2020.
Gpt-gnn: Generative pre-training of graph neural networks. In Proceedings of
the 26th ACM SIGKDD international conference on knowledge discovery & data
mining. 1857-1867.

Zhengjun Huang, Zhoujin Tian, Qintian Guo, Fangyuan Zhang, Yingli Zhou,
Di Jiang, Zeying Xie, and Xiaofang Zhou. 2025. Licomemory: Lightweight and
cognitive agentic memory for efficient long-term reasoning. arXiv preprint
arXiv:2511.01448 (2025).

Aaron Hurst, Adam Lerer, Adam P Goucher, Adam Perelman, Aditya Ramesh,
Aidan Clark, AJ Ostrow, Akila Welihinda, Alan Hayes, Alec Radford, et al. 2024.
GPT-4o system card. arXiv preprint arXiv:2410.21276 (2024).

Gautier Izacard, Mathilde Caron, Lucas Hosseini, Sebastian Riedel, Piotr Bo-
janowski, Armand Joulin, and Edouard Grave. 2021. Unsupervised dense in-
formation retrieval with contrastive learning. arXiv preprint arXiv:2112.09118
(2021).

Soyeong Jeong, Jinheon Baek, Sukmin Cho, Sung Ju Hwang, and Jong C Park.
2024. Adaptive-rag: Learning to adapt retrieval-augmented large language mod-
els through question complexity. In Proceedings of the 2024 Conference of the
North American Chapter of the Association for Computational Linguistics: Human
Language Technologies (Volume 1: Long Papers). 7036-7050.

Zhengbao Jiang, Frank F Xu, Luyu Gao, Zhiqing Sun, Qian Liu, Jane Dwivedi-
Yu, Yiming Yang, Jamie Callan, and Graham Neubig. 2023. Active retrieval
augmented generation. In Proceedings of the 2023 conference on empirical methods
in natural language processing. 7969-7992.

Jiazheng Kang, Mingming Ji, Zhe Zhao, and Ting Bai. 2025. Memory os of ai
agent. In Proceedings of the 2025 Conference on Empirical Methods in Natural
Language Processing. 25972-25981.

[22

™
2

[26

[27

(28]

[30

(31

[32

&
&

(34

[35

(36]

(37

(38]

(39]

[40

[41

[42]

Anon.

Patrick Lewis, Ethan Perez, Aleksandra Piktus, Fabio Petroni, Vladimir
Karpukhin, Naman Goyal, Heinrich Kiittler, Mike Lewis, Wen-tau Yih, Tim Rock-
taschel, et al. 2020. Retrieval-augmented generation for knowledge-intensive nlp
tasks. Advances in neural information processing systems 33 (2020), 9459-9474.
Kai Li, Xuanging Yu, Ziyi Ni, Yi Zeng, Yao Xu, Zheqing Zhang, Xin Li, Jitao
Sang, Xiaogang Duan, Xuelei Wang, et al. 2026. TiMem: Temporal-Hierarchical
Memory Consolidation for Long-Horizon Conversational Agents. arXiv preprint
arXiv:2601.02845 (2026).

Mufei Li, Siqi Miao, and Pan Li. 2024. Simple is effective: The roles of graphs
and large language models in knowledge-graph-based retrieval-augmented gen-
eration. arXiv preprint arXiv:2410.20724 (2024).

Yifei Li, Weidong Guo, Lingling Zhang, Rongman Xu, Muye Huang, Hui Liu,
Lijiao Xu, Yu Xu, and Jun Liu. 2026. Locomo-Plus: Beyond-Factual Cognitive
Memory Evaluation Framework for LLM Agents. arXiv preprint arXiv:2602.10715
(2026).

Zhiyu Li, Shichao Song, Hanyu Wang, Simin Niu, Ding Chen, Jiawei Yang,
Chenyang Xi, Huayi Lai, Jihao Zhao, Yezhaohui Wang, et al. 2025. Memos: An
operating system for memory-augmented generation (mag) in large language
models. arXiv preprint arXiv:2505.22101 (2025).

Jiawei Liu, Cheng Yang, Zhiyuan Lu, Junze Chen, Yibo Li, Mengmei Zhang, Ting
Bai, Yuan Fang, Lichao Sun, Philip S Yu, et al. 2025. Graph foundation models:
Concepts, opportunities and challenges. IEEE Transactions on Pattern Analysis
and Machine Intelligence (2025).

Linhao Luo, Zicheng Zhao, Gholamreza Haffari, Dinh Phung, Chen Gong, and
Shirui Pan. 2025. GFM-RAG: graph foundation model for retrieval augmented
generation. arXiv preprint arXiv:2502.01113 (2025).

Adyasha Maharana, Dong-Ho Lee, Sergey Tulyakov, Mohit Bansal, Francesco
Barbieri, and Yuwei Fang. 2024. Evaluating very long-term conversational
memory of llm agents. In Proceedings of the 62nd Annual Meeting of the Association
for Computational Linguistics (Volume 1: Long Papers). 13851-13870.

Jianmo Ni, Chen Qu, Jing Lu, Zhuyun Dai, Gustavo Hernandez Abrego, Ji Ma,
Vincent Zhao, Yi Luan, Keith Hall, Ming-Wei Chang, et al. 2022. Large dual
encoders are generalizable retrievers. In Proceedings of the 2022 Conference on
Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing. 9844-9855.

Charles Packer, Vivian Fang, Shishir_G Patil, Kevin Lin, Sarah Wooders, and
Joseph_E Gonzalez. 2023. MemGPT: towards LLMs as operating systems. (2023).
Joon Sung Park, Joseph O’Brien, Carrie Jun Cai, Meredith Ringel Morris, Percy
Liang, and Michael S Bernstein. 2023. Generative agents: Interactive simulacra
of human behavior. In Proceedings of the 36th annual acm symposium on user
interface software and technology. 1-22.

Jiezhong Qiu, Qibin Chen, Yuxiao Dong, Jing Zhang, Hongxia Yang, Ming Ding,
Kuansan Wang, and Jie Tang. 2020. Gce: Graph contrastive coding for graph
neural network pre-training. In Proceedings of the 26th ACM SIGKDD international
conference on knowledge discovery & data mining. 1150-1160.

Preston Rasmussen, Pavlo Paliychuk, Travis Beauvais, Jack Ryan, and Daniel
Chalef. 2025. Zep: a temporal knowledge graph architecture for agent memory.
arXiv preprint arXiv:2501.13956 (2025).

Stephen E Robertson and Steve Walker. 1994. Some simple effective approxi-
mations to the 2-poisson model for probabilistic weighted retrieval. In SIGIR’94:
Proceedings of the Seventeenth Annual International ACM-SIGIR Conference on
Research and Development in Information Retrieval, organised by Dublin City
University. Springer, 232-241.

Keshav Santhanam, Omar Khattab, Jon Saad-Falcon, Christopher Potts, and Matei
Zaharia. 2022. Colbertv2: Effective and efficient retrieval via lightweight late
interaction. In Proceedings of the 2022 Conference of the North American Chapter
of the Association for Computational Linguistics: Human Language Technologies.
3715-3734.

Parth Sarthi, Salman Abdullah, Aditi Tuli, Shubh Khanna, Anna Goldie, and
Christopher D Manning. 2024. Raptor: Recursive abstractive processing for
tree-organized retrieval. In The Twelfth International Conference on Learning
Representations.

Harsh Trivedi, Niranjan Balasubramanian, Tushar Khot, and Ashish Sabhar-
wal. 2022. MuSiQue: Multihop questions via single-hop question composition.
Transactions of the Association for Computational Linguistics 10 (2022), 539-554.
Harsh Trivedi, Niranjan Balasubramanian, Tushar Khot, and Ashish Sabharwal.
2023. Interleaving retrieval with chain-of-thought reasoning for knowledge-
intensive multi-step questions. In Proceedings of the 61st annual meeting of the
association for computational linguistics (volume 1: long papers). 10014-10037.
Hong Ting Tsang, Jiaxin Bai, Haoyu Huang, Qiao Xiao, Tianshi Zheng, Baixuan
Xu, Shujie Liu, and Yangqiu Song. 2025. Autograph-r1: End-to-end reinforcement
learning for knowledge graph construction. arXiv preprint arXiv:2510.15339
(2025).

Jingjin Wang and Jiawei Han. 2025. Proprag: Guiding retrieval with beam search
over proposition paths. In Proceedings of the 2025 Conference on Empirical Methods
in Natural Language Processing. 6223-6238.

Yu Wang and Xi Chen. 2025. Mirix: Multi-agent memory system for llm-based
agents. arXiv preprint arXiv:2507.07957 (2025).

871
872
873
874
875
876
877
878
879
880
881
882
883
884
885
886
887
888
889
890
891
892
893
894
895
896
897
898
899
900
901
902
903
904
905
906
907
908
909
910
911
912
913
914
915
916
917
918
919
920
921
922
923
924
925
926
927
928



SAGE: A Self-Evolving Agentic Graph-Memory Engine for Structure-Aware Associative Memory Workshop Submission, 2026,

929 [43] Yaxiong Wu, Sheng Liang, Chen Zhang, Yichao Wang, Yongyue Zhang, Huifeng 987
930 Guo, Ruiming Tang, and Yong Liu. 2025. From human memory to ai memory: A 988
survey on memory mechanisms in the era of llms. arXiv preprint arXiv:2504.15965
931 (2025). 989
932 [44] Yaxiong Wu, Yongyue Zhang, Sheng Liang, and Yong Liu. 2025. Sgmem: 990
0933 Sentence graph memory for long-term conversational agents. arXiv preprint 991
arXiv:2509.21212 (2025).
934 [45] Tianyang Xu, Haojie Zheng, Chengze Li, Haoxiang Chen, Yixin Liu, Ruoxi Chen, 992
935 and Lichao Sun. 2025. NodeRAG: Structuring graph-based rag with heteroge- 993
036 neous nodes. arXiv preprint arXiv:2504.11544 (2025). 004
[46] Wujiang Xu, Zujie Liang, Kai Mei, Hang Gao, Juntao Tan, and Yongfeng Zhang.
937 2025. A-mem: Agentic memory for llm agents. arXiv preprint arXiv:2502.12110 995
938 (2025). 996
[47] Chang Yang, Chuang Zhou, Yilin Xiao, Su Dong, Luyao Zhuang, Yujing Zhang,
939 Zhu Wang, Zijin Hong, Zheng Yuan, Zhishang Xiang, et al. 2026. Graph- 997
940 based Agent Memory: Taxonomy, Techniques, and Applications. arXiv preprint 998
041 arXiv:2602.05665 (2026). 999
[48] Zhilin Yang, Peng Qi, Saizheng Zhang, Yoshua Bengio, William Cohen, Ruslan
942 Salakhutdinov, and Christopher D Manning. 2018. HotpotQA: A dataset for 1000
943 diverse, explainable multi-hop question answering. In Proceedings of the 2018 1001
0sa Conference on Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing. 2369-2380. 1002
[49] Yuning You, Tianlong Chen, Yongduo Sui, Ting Chen, Zhangyang Wang, and
945 Yang Shen. 2020. Graph contrastive learning with augmentations. Advances in 1003
946 neural information processing systems 33 (2020), 5812-5823. 1004
[50] Xingtong Yu, Zechuan Gong, Chang Zhou, Yuan Fang, and Hui Zhang. 2025.
47 Samgpt: Text-free graph foundation model for multi-domain pre-training and 1005
948 cross-domain adaptation. In Proceedings of the ACM on Web Conference 2025. 1006
049 1142-1153. 1007
[51] Juwei Yue, Chuanrui Hu, Jiawei Sheng, Zuyi Zhou, Wenyuan Zhang, Tingwen
950 Liu, Li Guo, and Yafeng Deng. 2026. HyperMem: Hypergraph Memory for 1008
951 Long-Term Conversations. arXiv preprint arXiv:2604.08256 (2026). 1009
052 [52] Guibin Zhang, Muxin Fu, Guancheng Wan, Miao Yu, Kun Wang, and Shuicheng 1010
Yan. 2025. G-memory: Tracing hierarchical memory for multi-agent systems.
953 arXiv preprint arXiv:2506.07398 (2025). 1011
954 [53] Kai Zhang, Xinyuan Zhang, Ejaz Ahmed, Hongda Jiang, Caleb Kumar, Kai Sun, 1012
- Zhaojiang Lin, Sanat Sharma, Shereen Oraby, Aaron Colak, et al. 2025. As- Jo13

somem: Scalable memory qa with multi-signal associative retrieval. arXiv preprint
956 arXiv:2510.10397 (2025). 1014
[54] Qinggang Zhang, Shengyuan Chen, Yuanchen Bei, Zheng Yuan, Huachi Zhou,

957 1015
Zijin Hong, Hao Chen, Yilin Xiao, Chuang Zhou, Junnan Dong, et al. 2025. A

958 survey of graph retrieval-augmented generation for customized large language 1016

959 models. arXiv preprint arXiv:2501.13958 (2025). 1017

060 [55] Yibo Zhao, Jiapeng Zhu, Ye Guo, Kangkang He, and Xiang Li. 2025. E° 101
2GraphRAG: Streamlining Graph-based RAG for High Efficiency and Effective-

961 ness. arXiv preprint arXiv:2505.24226 (2025). 1019
062 [56] Wanjun Zhong, Lianghong Guo, Qiqi Gao, He Ye, and Yanlin Wang. 2024. Memo- 1020
) rybank: Enhancing large language models with long-term memory. In Proceedings )
963 of the AAAI conference on artificial intelligence, Vol. 38. 19724-19731. 1021
964 1022
965 1023
966 1024
967 1025
968 1026
969 1027
970 1028
971 1029
972 1030
973 1031
974 1032
975 1033
976 1034
977 1035
978 1036
979 1037
980 1038
981 1039
982 1040
983 1041
984 1042
985 1043

986 9 1044



1045
1046
1047
1048

1049

1061
1062
1063
1064
1065
1066
1067
1068
1069
1070
1071
1072
1073
1074
1075
1076
1077
1078
1079
1080
1081
1082
1083
1084
1085
1086
1087
1088
1089
1090
1091
1092
1093
1094
1095
1096
1097
1098
1099
1100
1101

1102

Workshop Submission, 2026,

Algorithm 1: Writer-Reader Self-evolution Training for
SAGE
Input: Training set Dyp,in, Writer g, GFM reader fy,,
self-evolution iterations T
Output: Trained writer 79, and reader fp,
1 fort=0,....,T—1do

2 // Writer update: fixed GFM reader as reward
environment
3 for each sample x = (¢, D, D*,y) € Dyrain do
4 Sample G graph construction trajectories {r;}&,
from mp, ;
5 fori=1,...,Gdo
6 Obtain graph G; and retrieve Py (g, G;) using fg, ;
7 L Calculate return R;;
8 | Update writer 7y, ;
9 // Reader update: improved graphs as memory
substrate
10 Construct a set of graph memories {G} for the training

corpus using g, ;;
1 | Update GFM reader f, on {Gx};

A Additional Analysis of the Memory Writer

This appendix provides a detailed analysis of the memory writer
experiments in the main text.

A.1 Reward Design and Writer Behavior

In Table 5, different RL rewards induce different writer behav-
iors. GFM-pretrained-only achieves Precision/Recall/Deducible of
0.838/0.818/0.510, while GFM-finetuned achieves 0.824/0.813/0.512,
indicating that relying solely on supervised finetuning cannot sta-
bly improve the utility of graph memory for a frozen reader. This
result is also consistent with our setup: the goal of the memory
writer is not to reproduce a static graph format.

RL-Recall improves Precision and Recall to 0.889/0.835, but De-
ducible drops to 0.502. This shows that rewarding only supporting
context coverage encourages the writer to store more locally rele-
vant evidence, but does not necessarily lead to a complete multi-hop
reasoning chain. RL-F1 further raises Recall to 0.881, but Deducible
is only 0.497, again indicating a gap between retrieval matching
quality and answer deducibility: the reader hitting the supporting
contexts does not guarantee that these contexts are organized in a
way sufficient to support answer reasoning. In contrast, RL-Deduce
achieves 0.861/0.892/0.517, showing that using answer deducibility
directly as feedback can encourage the writer to focus more on
bridging entities, cross-document relations, and answer-relevant
causal or attribute paths.

RL-Hybrid achieves Precision and Recall of 0.902 and 0.917,
respectively, representing improvements of +0.064 and +0.099 over
pretrained-only, while Deducible reaches 0.522. This indicates that
hybrid rewards can mitigate the bias of a single reward: they both
avoid the introduction of too much weakly relevant evidence caused
by a pure recall reward and prevent a pure deducibility reward from
overfavoring short paths or local answer clues. Hybrid + frozen
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answer API achieves the highest Deducible, at 0.526, but Precision
and Recall drop to 0.832/0.874. This suggests that stronger answer-
side feedback can further improve reasoning usability, but it may
also make the writer more conservative, writing only evidence
directly related to the final answer and thereby sacrificing some
supporting context coverage.

A.2 Cross-domain Transfer

Table 6 shows that the base writer trained on HotpotQA/MuSiQue
has a certain degree of transferability to new domains, but training
on the target domain remains very important. On GRBench, Base—
GRBench achieves Precision/Recall/Deducible of 0.575/0.609/0.411,
while GRBench train—val improves to 0.794/0.833/0.596. This im-
provement indicates that the writing strategy learned for multi-hop
QA can transfer to structured product or domain graph memory
tasks, but the entity types, attribute relations, and evidence granu-
larity in the target domain still need to be re-adapted.

On HaluMem and LongMemEval, cross-domain differences are
even more pronounced. The Base—HaluMem results are 0.230/0.448/
0.299, which improve to 0.312/0.708/0.438 after training on the tar-
get domain; the Base—LongMemEval results are 0.232/0.376/0.475,
which improve to 0.377/0.439/0.531 after training on the target do-
main. These results indicate that memory writing in agent memory
tasks requires not only extracting explicit facts, but also maintain-
ing user preferences, temporal order, state updates, and long-term
consistency. In traditional multi-hop QA, supporting contexts often
form a relatively static set of evidence centered around a single
question, whereas information in long-term memory tasks changes
over time and involves personalization, conflict updates, and con-
text dependence. Therefore, although reader-aware RL feedback can
provide transferable writing principles, interaction feedback from
the target domain remains crucial for achieving stable performance.

A.3 Writing Protocol and Interaction Budget

Table 7 shows that the writing protocol significantly changes the
trade-off among Precision, Recall, and Deducible. The results for
Tight=True are 0.836/0.806/0.515; the results for Tight=False are
0.845/0.851/0.506. After relaxing the protocol, Recall improves
noticeably, indicating that the writer can write more potentially
relevant evidence; however, Deducible declines, suggesting that
the additional evidence also contains more noise, redundant facts,
or weakly related local information. Although this content may
increase the coverage of supporting context, it can dilute the rea-
soning chain that truly supports the answer.

Iterative writing further highlights the role of the interaction
budget. For Iterative, 12 turns, tight, Precision/Recall/Deducible are
0.852/0.829/0.516; after increasing to 20 turns, Recall reaches the
highest value of 0.881, indicating that multi-turn reader feedback
helps the writer complete cross-document bridging paths. For Itera-
tive, 24 turns, loose, Precision and Deducible reach 0.863 and 0.531,
respectively, but Recall falls back to 0.826. This shows that more
rounds of interaction are not simply “the longer, the better”: the
benefit comes from the writer revising the graph structure based
on reader feedback, whereas when the protocol is too loose or the
writing space becomes too large, the additional content may alter
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the reader’s ranking, causing some gold supporting contexts to be
pushed out of the top results.

A.4 Reader-side Sensitivity

Figure 4 analyzes the impact of the frozen reader setting on writer
training results. First, the top-k budget sweep shows a non-monotonic
trend: at k = 5, reward and Deducible are 0.623/0.528, the better set-
ting in this group; at k = 40, reward remains at 0.622, but Deducible
drops to 0.518; at k = 60, reward further declines to 0.591. This
indicates that expanding the retrieval budget does not necessarily
lead to better reader feedback. Although a larger top-k improves
potential coverage, it also introduces more weakly related or redun-
dant evidence, diluting the reasoning chain that truly supports the
answer.

The ranker variants also reflect a similar coverage-noise trade-
off. topk20 achieves the highest reward and Deducible, at 0.630/0.544,
respectively; idf-only and raw both have a reward of 0.626, but their
Deducible scores are 0.538 and 0.519, respectively; idf-topk60 de-
clines to 0.595/0.506. This shows that the reader ranker cannot
rely solely on entity overlap or on expanding the candidate set, but
instead must strike a balance among entity matching, semantic rel-
evance, and contextual compactness. For the writer, an overly weak
ranker makes it difficult for effective graph structure to be read
out, while an overly broad candidate space amplifies the negative
impact of noisy writes.

Initial-entity weight is the most stable factor among the three
groups of reader-side settings. When initial-entity weight is enabled,
reward reaches 0.639 and Deducible is 0.525; when it is disabled,
reward drops significantly to 0.547 and Deducible falls to 0.505.
Even when the budget is increased after disabling it, the rewards for
off@10 and off@40 recover only to 0.613 and 0.615. This indicates
that the initial entity anchor is crucial in multi-hop graph retrieval:
it helps the reader enter the correct local subgraph from the question
entity and expand along the bridging relations written by the writer
to the evidence supporting the answer. Without this anchor, simply
increasing the retrieval budget cannot fully compensate for the
deviation in graph traversal direction.

A.5 Training Stability and Regularization

Figure 5 shows the effects of training regularization and rollout
settings on the writer. First, the repetition penalty affects both re-
ward and Deducible, but the trend is not monotonic. Without any
penalty, the result is 0.585/0.510; with a penalty of 0.10, it improves
to 0.610/0.520; with a penalty of 0.50, it reaches the best result in
this group at 0.619/0.522; after further increasing it to 1.00, it drops
to 0.597/0.500. This indicates that a moderate penalty on repeated
triples can suppress redundant edges and cyclic expressions, but an
overly strong penalty may limit the writer’s necessary restatement
of key facts. Especially in multi-hop reasoning, the same bridg-
ing entity often needs to appear in multiple relational paths, so
repetition is not always meaningless noise.

Rollout filtering brings consistent but limited gains. When fil-
tering is disabled, reward/Deducible is 0.585/0.510; after applying
thr_80, thr_90, and thr_95, reward increases to 0.621, 0.617, and
0.625, respectively, while Deducible remains stable at 0.516-0.518.
This suggests that filtering out low-quality rollouts can reduce the
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interference of noisy trajectories with policy updates, allowing the
writer to learn effective writing strategies more stably. However,
the differences between thresholds are small, indicating that the
main role of filtering is to remove obviously negative samples rather
than determine the final performance ceiling.

Rollout group size and warmup ratio further affect training stabil-
ity. As group size increases from n = 1 to n = 10, reward/Deducible
rises from 0.610/0.511 to 0.620/0.531, indicating that a larger group
size can provide more reliable relative preference estimates and
help RL distinguish more accurately between effective and inef-
fective writing. The optimal warmup ratio appears at 0.20, where
Deducible reaches 0.529; too little warmup may lead to unstable
early policy updates, while too much warmup may delay the effect
of the RL signal. Overall, these regularization and training scale
settings can improve stability, but their gains are smaller than those
from reward design, reader-side initial-entity weight, and the in-
teraction protocol itself. This shows that the core improvement
of the memory writer comes from reader-aware RL feedback: it
forces the graph constructor to learn to preserve bridging entities,
cross-document relations, and evidence chains that support answer
derivation, while also reducing repetitive structures and irrelevant
local facts.

B Signal-to-Noise Ratio and Retrieval Budget of
Structurally Gated Propagation

This section analyzes the structural capability of the GFM mem-
ory reader in SAGE from the perspective of signal propagation
and retrieval budget. Unlike graph-isomorphism expressivity anal-
yses centered on k-WL, we focus on the following question: on
noisy graph memories dynamically written by the memory writer,
how do soft addressing, structurally gated propagation, context—
schema dual-channel calibration, and entity-to-document projec-
tion jointly improve the ratio of query-relevant evidence signal
to distractor noise, thereby reducing the top-k retrieval budget
required to achieve a given level of evidence coverage?

B.1 Review of the SAGE-GFM Reader
Formalization

Given a sample x = (¢, D, D*,y), where g denotes the query, D =
{di}fi , denotes the candidate memory fragments, and D* C D
denotes the gold evidence set supporting the answer y, the memory
writer constructs a heterogeneous graph

G = Wp(q,D) = (Vg U Vp, Egg U Egp), (6)

where V is the set of entity nodes, Vp is the set of memory-fragment
nodes, Egg denotes entity—entity relation edges, and Egp denotes
entity—text-fragment anchoring edges. The GFM memory reader
outputs an entity distribution, a document distribution, and an
optional activated subgraph:

f3(a.G.D) = (py(e | 4.G), py(d | q.G, D), Gg). ™)

The reader first uses query planning and soft addressing to gener-
ate query-conditioned initial activation for entities. Let s, (q) denote
the entry score of entity e, which integrates multiple cues such as
explicit entities, aliases, pseudo-query similarity, answer type, hard
constraints, and entity linking. The initial activation distribution is
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h
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The initial entity representation is written as
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which generates the vector-valued gate

g =1+ stanh (MLP" (z{1)). (14)

Let 1,5, > 0 denote the normalized adjacency weight with self-loops.
The message and node update are

1 1 1 -
ml(tlw = ']uvgl(w) o ern )h1(4 1), (15)
hz(,l) = LayerNorm hz(,l_l) +PReLU| bW + Z ml(,ll,,,

ueN(v)

In addition, the reader combines a contextual calibration channel
on the current graph with a cross-graph schema prior channel:

H(q, G) =Hyx + .BschHsc}r (17)

B.2 Recoverable Evidence Region and Effective
Signal-to-Noise Ratio

Definition B.1 (Recoverable Evidence Region). Fix a query ¢q and
the current memory graph G. Let R; C Vg denote the recoverable
evidence region under query g, namely the set of entities jointly
determined by the current graph structure, anchoring edges, and
reader-reachable paths. This set contains nodes that support the
answer, connect supporting documents, or serve as bridge entities.
If the entity anchor set of document d is denoted by A(d) C Vg, then
the anchor coverage of the current graph over the gold evidence is

defined as

_|{d e D*: A(d) NR, # 2}

pa = 07| (18)

Definition B.2 (Query-Relevant Scalar Activation). Let 4 be the
direction induced by the query representation or the final scoring

head. The nonnegative query-relevant activation of node v at layer
| is defined as

all’ = [(re. B, (19)

where [t]+ = max{t, 0}. The evidence signal mass, noise mass, and
effective signal-to-noise ratio at layer [ are respectively defined as

1
Si=> a, (20)
veRq
1
Ni= ) oay (21)
vEVE\Rq
S
SNR; = —L, (22)
N

with the convention that SNR; = +co when N; = 0.

Remark B.3 (Scope of the Scalar-Channel Analysis). Equation (19)
does not assume that the full vector update in Eq. (16) is a non-
negative linear recurrence in every coordinate. LayerNorm, PReLU,
residual connections, and linear transformations may all change rep-
resentation directions. We only analyze the query-relevant channel
on which the final retrieval score depends, and absorb the addi-
tional effects caused by nonlinearities and directional shifts into a
perturbation term. This avoids an overly strong coordinate-wise
monotonicity assumption.

13

Workshop Submission, 2026,

B.3 Aggregate Propagation Assumptions and
Structural Gating Coefficients

Idealized analyses often assume that every evidence edge has a
uniform lower gate bound g, and every noisy edge has a uniform
upper gate bound g_. However, in graph memories dynamically
constructed by an LLM writer, edges may be missing, erroneous,
or repeated; some evidence edges may be underestimated, while
some distractor edges may receive high gates. We therefore adopt
an aggregate propagation assumption.

Assumption B.4 (Query-Relevant Effective Propagation Opera-
tor). Fix a query g, the current graph memory G, and the reader
representation at layer I. For each layer [ € {1, ..., L}, there exists a

s p VE[X|V]
nonnegative matrix Ty € RLfl IVel

and a nonnegative perturbation
vector ¢; € RlzvoEl such that the query-relevant activation vector at
layer [,

a® = (az(,l))

is controlled by the previous-layer activation a'*~) in the following
coordinate-wise sense:

veVE’

a® 2 Ta""V + ¢ (23)

Here, < denotes coordinate-wise inequality. The operator T; denotes
the effective propagation operator induced by the I-th layer on the
query-relevant scalar channel. It absorbs the combined effects of
normalized adjacency weights 7,,, structural gates g,(tlv) message
projection W,y), context-schema representation composition, and
final scoring-channel projection into a single nonnegative propa-
gation kernel. In other words, T;(u, v) is the effective nonnegative
contribution strength of the query-relevant activation of node v at
the previous layer to node u at layer [.

The perturbation term €; absorbs residual effects that are difficult
to exactly characterize by nonnegative linear propagation, including
LayerNorm, PReLU, residual connections, vector-direction rotation,
scoring-channel mismatch, and finite-parameter approximation
error.

Furthermore, we only require the propagation process to pre-
serve effective signal in the evidence region in an aggregate sense.
We do not require the structural gate to perfectly distinguish every
evidence edge from every noisy edge. The operator T; may allow
some evidence edges to be underestimated and some distractor
edges to be overestimated; the aggregate propagation coefficients
defined below only characterize the overall effect of these local
errors on the evidence and noise regions.

Let

Ry =Ve\Ry.

Partition T; according to the node sets Ry and Ry:

() (O]
n-( 7).
7}?}€ ]]Q}?

(24)

H(e;e, T}gg denotes effective propagation within the evidence regi(z;;,
T, denotes effective pr'opaganon W1th1n the n01'se region, TRR
denotes leakage propagation from the evidence region to the noise
region, and Tég denotes propagation from the noise region to the
evidence region.
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Definition B.5 (Aggregate Propagation Coefficients). Given the
effective propagation operator Tj at layer [ and its block decomposi-
tion in Eq. (24), define the three aggregate propagation coefficients
Ay, By, and Cj as follows.

A is the evidence-retention coefficient. It characterizes the mini-
mum fraction of total mass that remains inside the evidence region
Ry after any nonnegative evidence signal x propagates one layer

within R,. Formally, A; is any nonnegative constant satisfying
17T«
A< inf RO

! 17x

IRgl _+
xeRzO ,1Tx>0

(25)

. . . . R .
Equivalently, for any nonnegative evidence signal x € Rlzg ! with
17x >0,

I
lTngR)x >A;17x.

B is the noise self-propagation coefficient. It characterizes the
maximum extent to which any nonnegative noise signal y can be
retained or expanded after one layer of propagation inside the noise
region R,. Formally, B; is any nonnegative constant satisfying

T
U TrrY

o (26)

By > sup

R
yERlzoql, 1Ty>0

. . . . R .
Equivalently, for any nonnegative noise signal y € Rlz(;’ ! with
1Ty >0,

T T
1Ty <B17y.

C is the evidence-to-noise leakage coefficient. It characterizes
the maximum fraction of an arbitrary nonnegative signal in the
evidence region that can leak into the non-evidence region R, after
one layer of propagation. Formally, C; is any nonnegative constant
satisfying

7D
1 TRRx

1Tx @7)

C > sup

[Rql
xeR, ", 1Tx>0

. . . . R, .
Equivalently, for any nonnegative evidence signal x € Rlzg ! with

17x >0,
1TT1§1’;x <C1'x.
Finally, let

G=1"epz (28)
denote the total perturbation mass injected into the noise region R,
at layer I by nonlinearities, normalization, representation-direction
shifts, and approximation errors. Here, €; z denotes the restriction
of the perturbation vector ¢; to Ry.

Lemma B.6 (Aggregate Propagation Recurrence). Under Assump-
tion B.4 and Definition B.5, if S;_1 > 0 and Nj_; > 0, then layer ]
satisfies

S1 2 ArSi-1,

Ny <BINj_1 +CiS1-1 + .

(29)
(30)

Proor. Let al(i,lfl) and a}(ilfn be the restrictions of a'’~V) to Rq

and Ry, respectively. By the definition of the evidence-retention
coefficient in Eq. (25), the total mass retained within the evidence
region through R; — R, propagation is at least

lTT}gga}({_l) ZAllTa}(zl_l) =A;S;-1,

(1)
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and thus S; > A;S;_;.

On the other hand, the layer-I mass in the noise region can be
upper-bounded by three terms: noise self-propagation, evidence
leakage, and perturbation:

D (-1 D (-1
N 1T al ™ + 17T ey ™ + 17 ¢ p. (32)
Using Eqgs. (26), (27), and (28), we obtain
Ny < BINj_1 +CiSp-1 + . (33)
This proves the lemma. O

B.4 Realistic Aggregate Signal-to-Noise Ratio
Bound

Theorem B.7 (Realistic Aggregate SNR Bound). Assume that for
alll = 1,...,L, there exist Ay > 0, B; > 0,C; > 0, and & > 0 such
that the recurrences in Egs. (29)—(30) hold. Let

N,
QO =SNR;! = . (34)
S
Then
L L L
By G &i B,
QL < — Qo+ (—+ —. (35)
g Al ; Ai AiSica) LA
Equivalently, if the right-hand side is finite, then
L L L -1
B C; i B
SNR; > (]—[—’ SNR51+Z(—’+ i ) —‘] . (36)
1 Al S\A ASi ] L A
The empty product is defined as 1.
Proor. By Lemma B.6, for any [,
S1 = AiSi-1, Ny < BINj.1 +CiSp1 + & (37)
Therefore,
Ny BINj-1+CS-1 +
0 =N o BiNi-s 151+ & (38)
Si ArSi-1
B C
ST A T (39)
A A AiSig
Let B c
S S 1 (40)
A A AiSi
Then
Q1 £ Q-1 +di. (41)

Expanding this first-order nonhomogeneous recurrence yields

L L L
o< (n) 0+ Y ] )
I=1 i=1 t=i+1

Substituting back r; and d; proves Eq. (35). Since SNR;, = Q;,
Eq. (36) follows. O

Corollary B.8 (Layer-Homogeneous Case). IfA; =A > 0,B; =
B>0,C;=C>0,and =0, then

B L CL—1 B\ -
SNR; > [[=] SNR;'+— - (43)
A AL\A
If further C = 0, then
L
A
SNR; > (E) SNRy . (44)
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PRroOF. Substituting A; = A, B; = B, C; = C, and & = 0 into
Theorem B.7 and simplifying the resulting geometric series gives
the result. ]

Corollary B.9 (Ideal Edge-Wise Gating as a Special Case). Suppose
there exist constants g, > g- > 0, a3 > 0, a— > 0, gy > 0, and
Aleak = O such that the effective retention inside the evidence region
is A = giay, the self-propagation inside the noise region is B =
g—a_, the evidence-to-noise leakage is C = goAeak, and & = 0. Then

Theorem B.7 reduces to
a \X A Lo o \i -1
(g‘ ‘) SNRj ! 420 leak leakZ(g—‘ ‘) . (@45)
G+ =\ G+ 04

g+

SNR; >

If Meak = 0, then

g+x+

L
SNR; > ( ) SNR, . (46)

B.5 Document Retrieval Budget

The final retrieval targets of the SAGE-GFM reader are memory
fragments or documents. Therefore, we need to convert the entity-
level SNR bound into a document-level top-k budget bound. Let the
final document score be Sp(d), and let the top-k retrieval result be

Pi(g,G) = Top-kaepSp(d). (47)
Definition B.10 (p-Coverage Retrieval Budget). Given0 < p < py,
let
my = [p|D* 1. (48)
The minimum top-k budget required to achieve p-level gold evi-
dence coverage is defined as

Bp(q’ G)

Let 7 denote the m,-th largest score among gold evidence doc-

uments, namely the gold score threshold required to achieve p-
coverage.

= min {k : |Pr(q,G)nD*| > mp} . (49)

Lemma B.11 (Quantile Retrieval Budget Bound). Let the total score
mass of distractor documents be

M= ) Sp(d) (50)
deD\D*
Ifr; > 0, then
My
Bp(q, G) < my + T_+ (51)

P

Proor. Define the set of distractor documents whose scores are

not lower than T; as

N, ={deD\D":5p(d) > 1,}. (52)
For any d € N,, we have Sp(d) > rp, and hence
INIT5 < D7 Sp(d) < M;. (53)
deN,

Thus [N,| < M /7;. To ensure that the top-k results contain at

least m,, gold evidence documents, it suffices to include these m,,

gold documents and all distractors whose scores are not lower than
the threshold T;. Therefore,

My

B,(q,G) <my +|N,| <my + =

P

(54)
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This proves the lemma. m]

To use entity-level SNR for document-level retrieval, we need
to control the noise expansion introduced by entity-to-document
projection.

Assumption B.12 (Projection Noise and Gold Score Concentra-
tion). There exist constants K4 > 0, {4 > 0, and ¢, € (0, 1] such
that the final document scores satisfy

ML_ < KsNp + gA, (55)
c
T; > —pSL (56)
mp

Here, K4 is the noise expansion factor of entity-to-document projec-
tion, {4 denotes the projection residual caused by incorrect anchors,
missing anchors, or additional text-similarity terms, and ¢, mea-
sures whether the evidence signal is effectively distributed over at
least m,, gold documents.

Theorem B.13 (Realistic Signal-Noise-Budget Bound). Under the
conditions of Theorem B.7, further assume that Assumption B.12 holds.
Then

mpla
CpoL
Substituting Theorem B.7 further yields the explicit upper bound

B,(q,G) <my, + (57)

myKa By _
B,(q.G) <m, + 2 (]_[ I SNR;!
L L (58)
£y (9 N L) I Bi|, mpla
S\A AiSia ) Ly A €pSL
Proor. By Lemma B.11,
My
B,(q,G) <mp + —-. (59)
Tp
By Assumption B.12,
M7 K
My KalNitln mpKaNp  mpla (60)
(cp/mp)SL ¢, Sp cpSL

Since N;/S; = SNR;!, Eq. (57) follows. Substituting the upper
bound on SNR; ' from Theorem B.7 into Eq. (57) gives Eq. (58). O

Corollary B.14 (Full Evidence Recovery Budget). Ifp = 1 and
pa =1, then m, = |D*|, and B,(q, G) reduces to the full evidence
recovery budget. In this case, Theorem B.13 provides an upper bound
on the top-k budget required to recover all gold evidence.

B.6 Interpretation of the Theoretical Bound for
the SAGE Design

Theorem B.7 and Theorem B.13 unify four reader design factors

under the same retrieval-budget upper bound. To avoid relying

only on intuitive discussion, we provide several direct monotonicity

propositions.

Proposition 2 (Monotonicity of the Budget Bound). Fix m,, K4, c,,
{4, Si, and SNR, and define

I (]_[B’ SNR; +Z(A

L
By
—. 61
ASl 1) nlAt ( )
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Then the budget upper bound

myK, m
G I+ _pgA
Cp cpSL

U, =m, + (62)
is monotonically nondecreasing in Iz, K4, and {4, and monotoni-
cally nonincreasing in ¢, and Si. If all other terms in the products
are fixed, decreasing any of B;/A;, C1/A;, or &/(A;S;-1) cannot
increase U,.

ProoOF. The partial derivatives of U, with respect to I'z, K4, and
{a are nonnegative, while the partial derivatives with respect to
¢, and Sy are nonpositive. Moreover, I is a nonnegative linear or
multiplicative combination of B;/A;, C;/A;, and & /(A;S;—1). When
the other terms are fixed, decreasing any such nonnegative term
cannot increase I'y. The proposition follows. O

Proposition 3 (Effect of Soft Addressing). If soft addressing increases
the initial evidence signal Sy and decreases the initial noise mass
Ny, thereby increasing SNRy, then, with all other coefficients fixed,
the budget upper bound in Theorem B.13 does not increase. In par-
ticular, explicit entities, aliases, pseudo-queries, type constraints,
hard constraints, and entity-linking signals in query planning im-
prove the final budget bound whenever they increase Sp/Np in an
aggregate sense.

Proposition 4 (Aggregate Advantage of Structural Gating). Com-
pared with a reader without structural gating, suppose the struc-
turally gated reader satisfies

gate
Bl

gate
Al

plain gate
Bl Cl

gate
Al

plain gate plain
Cl 1 1
gate ogate = plain gplain *
ATTSD ATTSE
(63)
Then the budget upper bound of the structurally gated reader is no
larger than that of the ungated reader.

— ,plain’ — ,plain’
Al Al

Proposition 5 (Stability Interpretation of the Context-Schema Dual
Channel). Let §; denote the failure probability of the aggregate
recurrences in Egs. (29)—(30) at layer /. If the schema prior channel
reduces the variance of cross-graph structural-role estimation and
the context calibration channel reduces the current-graph adapta-
tion error, so that §; decreases to §; with 51' < 8y, then the proba-
bility lower bound under which Theorem B.7 and Theorem B.13
simultaneously hold improves from 1 — ZIL:1 Stol-— Zlel 51’.

The core quantities derived above are

L B, L(c & \ty B
SNR;! < —~ | SNR; ! + (—’+ ! ) L (64)
L l;[ A 0 ; Ai  AiSiq tl;ll Ay
and
m,K, m
B,(q,G) < m, + ——= SNR; ! L%y (65)
Cp cpSL

Equation (64) shows that soft addressing reduces the amount of
noise that subsequent propagation must overcome by improving
the initial SNRy; structural gating improves aggregate evidence
retention and noise suppression by increasing A; and decreasing
B; and Cy; the context-schema dual channel makes these aggre-
gate inequalities more stable on dynamic graph memories by re-
ducing cross-graph structural-role estimation error; and entity-to-
document projection converts entity-level SNR into document-level
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budget efficiency by decreasing K4 and {4 and increasing c,. Equa-
tion (65) further shows that the advantage of SAGE-GFM does not
rely on perfect edge-wise classification or zero-leakage assump-
tions. As long as evidence-retention dominance is achieved in an
aggregate or high-probability sense, i.e., B;/A; and C;/A; are suf-
ficiently small, the reader can improve query-relevant SNR and
reduce the top-k retrieval budget required to achieve a given level
of evidence coverage.

C Target Graph Calibration and Cross-graph
Structural Priors

C.1 Structural Role Decomposition Assumption

Definition C.1 (Structural role mapping). Given a graph G, a
mapping

pc:V(G) = R (66)

is called a structural role mapping, where R is the structural role
space. pg(v) can be jointly determined by ¢ (v), the structural
statistics of edges incident to v, local community-boundary statis-
tics, and other graph-structure summaries. Typical structural roles
include hub, bridge, community core, boundary node, and noisy
shortcut.

Definition C.2 (Target graph reading risk). Fix a target graph
G. Let Dg be the query-node sampling distribution on the target
graph, and let (g, v) be the ideal evidence relevance function. For
any measurable function f, define the squared risk as

Ro(f) = (o | (£(6.9.0) = f£@.0)°].

Assumption C.3 (Context—-schema decomposability). For every
target graph G, the ideal reading function can be decomposed as

13 (g.0) = f2.(q p6 (0)) + fit (- 0),

where f* denotes the cross-graph shared structural reading rule,
" SC.

and fétx,G

writer, current domain, current entity naming, local noise, and

writing style.

(67)

(68)

denotes the target-graph residual induced by the current

Equation (68) corresponds exactly to the structural design of
SAGE: Hyq, is used to approximate £ , and Her is used to approx-
imate f} ;. The next subsection gives the risk meaning of this

decomposition.

C.2 Approximation Risk of Context-schema
Decomposition

Theorem C.4 (Context—schema decomposition reduces target—

graph approximation risk). Suppose Assumption 2.3 holds. Let Hep

be the schema function class, let Hex G be the target-graph context

function class, and define the sum class

Hsen + Wetx,G = {ﬁ + f; : f; € ﬁschafc € 7‘{ctx,G}- (69)
If there exist €sch, €ctx > 0 such that
inf E[(fi(¢p6(©) = fr,(q: p6 ()] < €ens  (70)
f; € 7{sch
L B [(fe(q.0.6) - f.6(¢.0)°] < €t (71)
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where both expectations are over (q,v) ~ Dg, then

inf RG(f) < 2€gch + 2€ctx-

(72)
fE 9 sch+(}{ctx,G

Proor. Take any a > 0. By the two approximation error condi-
tions, there exist f; € Hyep and f, € Hey g such that
El(f - fa)l Seanta Bl ~ fie)’] S eax+a. (73)
Let f = fs + fc By the decomposition in Eq. (68), we have
=15 =~ fa) + (k- fie)
Using (a + b)? < 2a% + 2b?%, we obtain
Ra(f) =EI(f - f5)°]

< 2B[(fs - f5)%] + 2B[(fe — f20)’]
< 2€gch + 2€cix + 4.

(74)

(75)

Since & > 0 is arbitrary, taking the infimum yields the conclusion.
]

Proposition 6 (Residual bias of schema-only models). Further as-
sume that L, (Dg) is a Hilbert space, Hip, is a closed linear subspace
of it, and f, th € Hsen. If only a schema-only model f; € Hy, is
used, then

inf Re(f) =dist? ) (fir, . Hoch)- (76)

fs€Hsen

Therefore, as long as the target-graph residual £ . does not belong

tx,G
to Hsen, a schema-only reader has an irreducible target-graph bias.

ProoF. By f% € Hp, and the linearity of Hyep,, any f; € Hien

can be written as f; = % + g, where g € Hscn. Thus,

Ra(fo) =1 = £ _f;f(x,G“iz(Dc)

= Hg - f:;"G”iz(DG) : (77)

Taking the infimum over f; € He is equivalent to taking the
infimum over g € Hyq,, and Eq. (76) follows from the definition of
distance. o

Remark C.5. Proposition 2.5 shows that the cross-graph schema
prior can only characterize cross-graph shared structural rules and
cannot replace target graph calibration. In contrast, the role of the
target graph calibration channel H is to absorb C’t‘X’G, namely the
local noise, entity granularity, relation style, and domain residual

of the graph generated by the current writer.

C.3 Sample Complexity Advantage of Schema
Prior

Lemma C.6 (Uniform convergence for bounded loss classes). Let ¥
be a function class, and let the loss {;(z) € [0, 1]. Given n independent
samples S = {z;}_,, define the true risk R(f) = E[{(2)] and the
empirical risk ﬁs(f) = n"' YL, tr(z:). Then, with probability at
least1 -6, for all f € F simultaneously,

R(f) < Rs(f) + 2Rad, (£ o F) +3,/%,

where Rad,, (£ o F) is an upper bound on the empirical Rademacher
complexity of the loss-composed class.

(78)
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Proor. This is a direct result of the standard symmetrization
and McDiarmid/Hoeffding concentration inequalities for bounded
loss function classes. Specifically, let

2(5) = sup [R() - Rs ). (79)
feF

By symmetrization, EZ(S) < 2Rad,, (£ o ). Moreover, since chang-
ing one sample can change Z(S) by at most 1/n, McDiarmid’s

inequality gives
log(2/6
Z(S) <EZ(S) + 34/ #
n

with probability at least 1 — §. Combining the two inequalities gives
the conclusion. O

(80)

Theorem C.7 (Schema prior reduces the sample complexity of
target-graph adaptation). Fix a target graph G, and suppose the
number of supervised samples available for reader calibration on the
target graph is ng. Let Hyyy be the full reader class that needs to be
learned on the target graph when no schema prior is used; let Hyes
be the residual class that only needs to be learned given a schema
prior f;, with the combined model f = f; + fr, fi € Hies. Letffuu and
f;es be the empirical risk minimizers over the two classes, respectively.
Then, with probability at least 1 -,

A log(4/6
R (fam) < inf RG(f) + 4Rad, (£ 0 He) + 6 g(4/ ))
feHun 2nG

(81)
R (fi + fres) < firg Re(fs + fr) +4Rad,,; (£ o (fs + Hies))
r € Hres
(82)
4oy [EE0) (83)
2ng
If the complexities satisfy
R _=| [dfn _ 5l [
adn(; (£oHp) = O n > Radn(; (fo(f;“'(]_{res)) =0
G
(84)

and dres << dg11, then the schema prior reduces target-graph learning
from estimating the full reading function to estimating the residual,
and lowers the estimation error term for target-graph adaptation.

Proor. For any function class 7, let f be the empirical risk
minimizer and let f° € arginf e R(f) be the true risk minimizer.

By empirical optimality, R(f) < R(f°), so
R(f) = R(f°) =R(f) = R(f) + R(f) = R(f°) + R(f°) - R(f°)
R(f) - R(p)|. (55)

< 2sup
feF

Applying Lemma 2.7 to F = Hpyy and F = f; + Hies, respectively,
and combining the two probability events by a union bound, gives
Eq. (81) and Eq. (83). The complexity-order conclusion follows by
substituting the corresponding Rademacher upper bounds. O

Remark C.8. Theorem 2.8 gives the key theoretical motivation
for the schema prior: in self-evolving memory, each new graph
generated by the writer usually provides only limited supervised
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signal. If the reader relearns the full reading function from the
target graph in every round, high-variance estimation arises; the
schema prior fixes or strongly regularizes the cross-graph shared
structural rules, so that target-graph calibration only needs to learn
the residual, thereby reducing sample complexity.

D Writer-induced Graph Distribution Shift and
Target Graph Calibration

D.1 Writer-induced Dynamic Graph
Distribution

The writer parameter 6 induces a graph distribution Py(G | g, D)
on the sample (g, D). For notational simplicity, denote the joint
distribution of (g, D, D*,y, G) by Ily. Given the reader parameter
¢, define the reader risk as

Lr($:0) =E(¢p,p%4.6)~m, [(r(Rs(q. G, D), D", y)] . (86)

Here, £g can be supporting-entity BCE, multi-positive ranking loss,
document recall loss, or a combination thereof.

Proposition 7 (Writer updates cause reader distribution shift). As-
sume 0 < fg < 1. For any fixed ¢ and any writer parameters 6, ¢,
we have

| Lr($:0") — Lr(¢:6)| < TV(Ily, IIp), (87)

where TV is the total variation distance. If, further, fp (R¢ (g.G,D),D*,y)

is Ly-Lipschitz with respect to the graph variable under some graph

metric dg, then
| Lr($;0") = Lr($:0)| < LW (T, ), (88)

where W is the first-order Wasserstein distance induced by dg.

ProOF. For the bounded loss case, let hy (g, D, D*,y,G) =
tr(Ry(q,G,D),D*,y) € [0,1]. Then

< TV(Ily,p),
(89)

| Lr($:0") — La(:0)] =‘ / hy dIly / hy dITp

where the last step follows from the dual definition of total variation.
If hy is Le-Lipschitz, the Wasserstein upper bound follows from the
Kantorovich-Rubinstein duality. O

Corollary D.1 (Necessity of target graph calibration). If updating
the writer from 0 to 6" causes TV(Ilg, I1p) to be non-negligible, then
the risk of a fixed reader ¢ on the new graph distribution may increase.
Therefore, target graph calibration of the reader, namely ¢ — ¢’ to
reduce Lr(¢’;8"), is a necessary mechanism for handling writer-
induced graph distribution shift.

Proor. By Proposition 3.1, writer distribution shift can directly
change the new-distribution risk of the fixed reader. If the reader
is not updated, there is no optimization mechanism to offset this
drift term. Target graph calibration is precisely re-optimization of
Lr(-;6"), and is therefore a natural step for reducing the risk on
the new graph. O
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E Reader Stability under Dynamic Graph
Evolution

E.1 Realistic Graph Evolution Distance

Real graphs often contain hubs, node additions and deletions, alias
merges, anchor rewrites, and structural statistics that are not glob-
ally Lipschitz. Therefore, we use the augmented graph drift actually
perceived by the reader to measure graph evolution.

Definition E.1 (Padding alignment and presence bit). Given two
consecutive-round graphs G and G’, align them through persistent
memory ids to a common node universe V = V(G) U V(G’). Ifa
node exists only in one graph, it is treated as an isolated padding
node in the other graph, and a presence bit is added to its features.
The aligned node feature matrices are still denoted by X, X’.

Definition E.2 (Augmented graph drift). Let A, A" be self-looped
row-normalized adjacency matrices, let Sq, S, be the entry score
vectors before soft addressing, and let B, B’ be row-normalized
entity-to-document anchoring matrices. Define

B = 1X = Xl Ba = 14 = Al Aseea = [ = 5| A5 = 1B B’

where

1Hllg,c0 = max [[ho]|;, Al =maxz [Aoul . (97)
veV 4 "

For the gate input z,(fv) at layer [, define the weighted structural drift
as

I I I I
A(Z) = mngA;u 2D — 2 ) Ay = max A(Z). (92)
— <i<
The total augmented graph drift is defined as
Aaug(G: G/; q) =Ax + Ap + Ageed + Az + Ap. (93)

E.2 Stability Assumptions

Assumption E.3 (Normalized adjacency). For all considered graphs,
Ay = 0and
Z Ay =1,
u

Therefore, ||A||,, = 1. This assumption allows high-degree hubs to
exist, but prevents single-layer propagation from being unbound-
edly amplified by node degree.

YoeV. (94)

Assumption E.4 (Trajectory-local boundedness). For graph pairs
G, G’ on the training and inference trajectories, there exist constants
B; such that

l0@e), <8.  |H"@0)

< By, [=0,...,L.

(95)

2,

Assumption E.5 (Locally Lipschitz modules). In a neighborhood
of the training trajectory, the I-th layer satisfies

], <

MLP{ (z) - MLP{" (2) (97)

The Lipschitz constant of PReLU is L, and the Lipschitz constant
of LayerNorm with a numerical stabilizer in this trajectory neigh-
borhood is Lin;.

<Lgillz=2|l; -

=)
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Assumption E.6 (Local Lipschitzness of score head and projection).
The entity score head satisfies

lse(q.G) = s6(q. G )l < Le1H(q.G) = H(q, Gl - (98)

Meanwhile, ||sg(q, G)|| < Sk, and B is row-normalized, so ||B||,, <
1.

E.3 Stability of Soft Addressing and Initial
Representation

Lemma E.7 (Softmax and pre-activation stability). Let

p = softmax(S/Tp), p’ = softmax(S’/Ty). (99)

Then

’ 1 ’
lp=pll < 7 1S =Sl - (100)
0
Furthermore, let a, = (py+€,)" and a, = (p,+€p)", where0 < < 1.

Then
-1
ne,

Ty

lla—d'lle < 1S =" lleo - (101)

Proor. The Jacobian of softmax is J(z) = diag(p) — pp". For
any row i,

D i@l =2p1-p) <1. (102)
J

Thus, ||J(2)|lese < 1. By the mean value theorem and setting
z = S/Ty, we obtain

’ 1 /
lp - p'lle < T 1S =5 - (103)
0

The function t + (t + ¢€,)" is Lipschitz on [0, 1], with constant at

most neZﬁl. Composing the two inequalities gives the conclusion.
]

Lemma E.8 (Initial node representation stability). Letu, = W, Emb(q),

and define
hgo) = ay(q)ug + Wyxy. (104)
Then
[196.0) - 1O (4.6)|, < Con(Auca+Ax), (109)
2,00
where
ney
P
Cinit = = [Jugll, + 12l (106)
0
Proor. For any node v,
By~ = (a0~ ayug + Welxo = x)).  (107)
Taking the norm and applying Lemma 4.8 gives
ney
[ = B < 2 gl Aseea + Wil A (108)
0
Taking the maximum over v gives the conclusion. o
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E.4 Single-layer Stability of Structurally Gated
Propagation

Lemma E.9 (Boundedness and stability of structural gate). The

structural gate of layer I,

) =1+ s tanh(MLPY (z1)), (109)
satisfies
gl <1+6. (110)
and N
980 — i) SOl 2 — 2y , (111)

Proor. Since the range of tanh is contained in [—1, 1], the first
statement follows immediately. Moreover, because tanh is 1-Lipschitz
and MLP;I) is Lg;-Lipschitz in the trajectory neighborhood,

! 1 1 1 1 1
0 - g0 < oM ) e |
< 8Ly ||z — 2L (112)
m}

Lemma E.10 (Single-layer stability of structurally gated propaga-
tion). Define
D =146 - H .6 . (113)
Under Assumptions 4.5-4.7, the I-th propagation layer satisfies
Dy < aDp_y + itAa + BEAY, (114)
where one can take
ar = Ling (1 + Lo (1 + 8)M), (115)
B = Lixilo(1+ MBioy, B = LiniLo6LgiMiBi-y. (116)
Proor. Write

M, = ZAwgm, OWh,, M, = ZA;ug,'w OWH, (117)
u u

where the layer index [ is omitted. Adding and subtracting interme-
diate terms gives

My =M= " Awguo © W (hy = h)
u
+ D (A = Ay )gu © WH,
u
+ D A (Guo = Gis) © WH, (118)
u

The first term is controlled by row-normalization, ||gy,|l,, < 1+ 9,
and |W||, < M;:

< (1+86MD;_;. (119)

ZAvuguv © W(hu - h;)
u

2
The second term satisfies

D (Ao = Al gu © WH,
u

< (1+8)MBj_, Z | A — AL
u

(120)
(121)

2

< (1+8)M;B;_1A4.
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For the third term, by Lemma 4.10,

0 _ )

Zuv ~ Zuy

D AGuo = i) O WH, || < SLyMBiy ) AL,
u 2 u

< 8LyMB_1AY. (122)

Therefore,
[Mo = Mj||, < (1+8)MiDy_y + (1+ 8)MiBi_y Ap+ 8Ly My A
(123)

By the L,-Lipschitz property of PReLU, the residual structure, and
the Ly -Lipschitz property of LayerNorm,

0], <t

+LofMy = M]l,).
(124)
Taking the maximum over v gives Eq. (114). O

E.5 Stability of Representations, Scores, and
Retrieval Sets
Theorem E.11 (Local stability of structurally gated representations

to augmented graph drift). Under Assumptions 4.5-4.7, L-layer struc-
turally gated propagation satisfies

L L L
DL < l_[al)D0+Z(l_[ al) (ﬂ{‘AA+ﬂtZA(Z”). (125)
=1 t=1 \I=t+1

Therefore, there exists a constant Cy > 0 such that

[ @.0)-rV @09

< CH(AX +Aseed+AA +Az). (126)

2,00

Proor. By Lemma 4.11, the recursion in Eq. (114) holds. Un-
rolling the recursion layer by layer gives Eq. (125). By Lemma 4.9,

Dy < Cinit(AX + Aseecl)~ (127)

Substituting A(Zt) < Az and merging all layer-related constants into
Cy gives the conclusion. O

Theorem E.12 (Stability of context/schema dual channels). If the
two channels respectively satisfy

|Hetx (g, G) — Herx (g, G,)Hz,oo < CetxDaug, (128)
1Hscn(q: G) — Hsen (g G,)”zjoo < CschDaug, (129)

then the additive fusion in Eq. (??) satisfies
lH(q.G) — H(q, G/)Hz,oo < (Cetx + | Bsenl Csch)Aaug- (130)

If a normalized or gated convex fusion theoretical form is adopted,
H)(q,G) = (1 = M)Hex(q, G) + AHsen (g, G), 0<A<1, (131)
then
1H2(q, G) = Ha(¢, G)llp00 < ((1 = D)Cotx + ACsch) Aang-  (132)

In particular, if Cse, < Cetx, increasing A decreases this worst-case
stability upper bound.

ProoF. The additive fusion case follows directly from the trian-
gle inequality:

1H(G) = H(G)lpe0 < [IHetx(G) = Hetx (Gl .00 (133)
+ |.Bsch| ”Hsch(G) - Hsch<G/)||2,oo
< (Cctx + |ﬁsch| Csch)Aaug- (134)

20

Anon.

The convex fusion case is analogous:

”H/\(G) - HA(G/)”Z,oo < (1 - A)Cctanug + AcschAaug- (135)

If Cseh < Cetx, the right-hand side is monotonically decreasing in
A O

Remark E.13. Equation (130) does not claim that the schema prior
necessarily reduces the worst-case Lipschitz constant of additive
fusion; its main theoretical role also lies in risk decomposition and
sample complexity reduction. If additional gating, normalization,
or regularization constraints are adopted in the implementation,
then Eq. (132) shows that the schema channel can also serve as a
low-sensitivity channel to reduce graph evolution drift.

Theorem E.14 (Stability of entity scores and document scores).
Under Assumption 4.7, there exist constants Cg, Cp > 0 such that

lse(q.G) = s£(q. Gl < CrBaug, (136)
lsp(q.G) = s0(q. Gl < CpAag. (137)

For additive fusion, one can take
Ce = Lg(Cetx + |Pschl Csen),  Cp =Cp+Sp.  (138)

Proor. The entity score upper bound follows from the Lips-
chitz property of the score head and Theorem 4.13. For document
projection, sp = Bsg, and therefore

sp(G) —sp(G’) = Bs(sg(G) = se(G")) + (Bg — Bgr)se(G'). (139)

Taking the £, norm and using ||Bg||,, < 1 gives

lsp(G) = sp(G")lleo < lIsE(G) = s£(G)llw+11Bc = Bor lleo I5E(G) lleo -

(140)
Using |Isg(G")|loo < Sg and Ap < Agyg gives the document score
stability. O

Theorem E.15 (Boundary stability of hard top-k). Lets =sp(q, G)

and s’ = sp(q,G’), and suppose
lIs = 5"l < és. (141)

Let ty = s(k) be the k-th largest score in s, and define the boundary
set

Brze, (s) ={d : Isq — ti| < 265} (142)
Then
Top-k(s)aTop-k(s") € By, (s), (143)
and hence
|Top-k(s)ATop-k(s")| < |Bize, ()] - (144)

In particular, if sy — S(k+1) > 265, then Top-k(s) = Top-k(s’).

Proor. Take any i € Top-k(s) \ Top-k(s’). Since i drops out of
the top-k, there exists j ¢ Top-k(s) such that j € Top-k(s") and
s} > s{. By the perturbation bound,

Sj + €s 23} > > s — €, (145)

sos; < sj+ 26 <t + 2¢,. Since i € Top-k(s), we have s; > t;,
and hence i € By p¢, (s). A symmetric argument for j € Top-k(s”) \
Top-k(s) gives j € By z¢, (s). Therefore, the symmetric difference
is contained in the boundary set. If s(x) — s(x+1) > 2€;, boundary
exchange cannot occur, and the top-k set remains unchanged. O

2263
2264
2265
2266
2267
2268
2269
2270
2271
2272
2273
2274
2275
2276
2277
2278
2279
2280
2281
2282
2283
2284
2285
2286
2287
2288
2289
2290
2291
2292
2293
2294
2295
2296
2297
2298
2299
2300
2301
2302
2303
2304
2305
2306
2307
2308
2309
2310
2311
2312
2313
2314
2315
2316
2317
2318
2319

2320



2321
2322
2323
2324
2325
2326
2327
2328
2329
2330
2331
2332
2333
2334
2335
2336
2337
2338
2339
2340
2341
2342
2343
2344
2345
2346
2347
2348
2349
2350
2351
2352
2353
2354
2355
2356
2357
2358
2359
2360
2361
2362
2363
2364
2365
2366
2367
2368
2369
2370
2371
2372
2373
2374
2375
2376
2377
2378

SAGE: A Self-Evolving Agentic Graph-Memory Engine for Structure-Aware Associative Memory

Corollary E.16 (Top-k boundary stability under graph evolution).
By Theorem 4.15, taking €; = CpAayg (G, G'; q) yields
Pi(q.G)2APK(q:G") © Bracpug (50(q. G)). (146)

Therefore, the instability of hard top-k is restricted to candidates near
the original score boundary.

Theorem E.17 (Stability of soft retrieval distribution). Let

71p(q, G) = softmax(sp(q, G) /7). (147)
Iflisp(¢,G) = sp(q, Gl < €s, then
, 2
7 (g G) = p(q. G)ll; < —eés. (148)
Therefore,
’ 2C ’
Imp(q.G) = (¢ Gy < = Aag(G.G'1q).  (149)

Proor. The Jacobian of softmax is J(z) = diag(n) — #x". For
any perturbation r,

J()r=n0 (r=E,r). (150)
If |r|lo < 1, then |r; —E,r| <2, s0
@7l < Y 7ilri = Barl < 2. (151)
;

Thus, the £, — #; Lipschitz constant of softmax is at most 2. Since
the input is sp /7, we obtain

, 2
I7p(s) = 7D (sl <~ lls = 5"l - (152)

Substituting Theorem 4.15 gives the conclusion. O

Theorem E.18 (High-probability graph evolution stability). If the
writer’s single-round graph update satisfies

P[Aag(G,G';5q) > €] <6, (153)
then
P [llsp(¢.G) = sp(q.G") |l > Cpe| < 6. (154)
IfE[Aaug(G,G’;q)] <&, then
E [llsp(q. G) = sp(¢, Gl < Cpe. (155)
ProoF. By Theorem 4.15, for any graph pair, we have
lsp(q.G) = sp(q. G)lles < CpAag(G. G 9). (156)

Therefore, the event {||sp(q, G) — sp(q, G')|l, > Cpe} implies the
event {A.s(G,G’;q) > €}, so the probability upper bound fol-
lows immediately. The expectation conclusion follows by taking
expectations on both sides of the deterministic inequality. ]

21

Workshop Submission, 2026,

E.6 Local Influence Cone

Proposition 8 (Influence cone of local graph updates). Suppose the
writer only changes nodes, edges, anchors, or attributes on a primi-
tive set U. Suppose that the structural gate input zl(,lv), except for
the graph-level summary, only depends on a local neighborhood of
radius r,, and that G and G’ are exactly the same outside N, (U).

If graph-level summary drift is ignored, then for any

0 & Niar. (U), (157)

we have
h"(q.6) =hP (¢.G"). (158)

If the graph-level summary drift is p; = ||rG — rc’||,, then there
exists a constant C, such that

17 0.6) = " (.6, < Copy- (159)

Proor. First consider the case without graph-level summary
drift. We induct on the layer index I. For I = 0, if v ¢ Np,, (U),
then its node features, presence bit, and seed score are all identi-
cal, so hf,o) (G) = hz(,o)(G’). Suppose that at layer [ — 1, all nodes
whose distance from U exceeds L + r, — (I — 1) have identical
representations. If v ¢ Ni., _;(U), then all its one-hop neigh-
bors u do not belong to Ni4,,—(1-1)(U); by the induction hypoth-
esis, hl(,l_l) (G) = hl(f_l) (G”). Meanwhile, the radius-r, local struc-
tural contexts of all relevant edges are also identical, so the gate,
message multiset, and aggregation result are identical, and hence
hi’) (G) = hgl) (G’). Taking I = L gives the first conclusion. If graph-
level summary drift exists, then the gate input has an additional
uniform perturbation term pg, and a Cypy-type upper bound follows
from Lemma 4.10 and the recursion in Theorem 4.12. ]

F Theoretical Motivation of the Self-evolving
Writer-Reader Loop
F.1 Joint Memory Utility

The reader-aware writer reward can consist of evidence coverage,
precision, deducibility, and answer utility. Abstractly, define the
joint memory utility as

T (0,9) =Egn.n+y) [U (Rg(q. Wo(q. D), D), D*,y)|,  (160)
where U can be taken as
Qlyec + Prore + YTded
= = e = - Arepprep + Afmtrfmta (161)

a+f+y
or an extended form including answer-level reward. This definition
places the writer’s graph construction quality and the reader’s
graph reading ability under the same objective.

F.2 Approximate Coordinate Improvement

Theorem F.1 (The self-evolution process is approximate coordinate
improvement on joint utility). Suppose that the writer update at
round r satisfies

JOD, 90y 2 F(O,67) + Ay — el (162)
and the reader update satisfies
j(g(r+l),¢(r+l)) > j(e(r+l)’¢(r)) + A}({) _ 6;{)' (163)
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Then one full round of writer—reader self-evolution satisfies
j(@(r+1),¢(r+l)) _J(g(r),d)(r)) > Ag/) +A}(2r) —6‘(/;) —6}({)~ (164)

(r)

Wt el(;), the joint memory

Therefore, as long as Aélr,) + Af({) > €
utility improves in that round.

ProoOF. By telescoping decomposition,

j(g(”l), ¢(r+1)) _ j(g(r), ¢(r))

Anon.

F.4 Irreducible Bottlenecks of Single-sided
Updates

Proposition 9 (Lower-bound bottlenecks of single-sided updates).
Assume that the overall error can be decomposed as

E(0,9) = Ewrite(0) + Eread (§30) + €t (6, 9), (172)

where all terms are nonnegative. If only the reader is updated, i.e.,
¢ — ¢’ while 0 is fixed, then

&(0,9") > Eynire (0). (173)

= [j(e(rﬂ)’ ¢<r+1)) - j(e(rﬂ)’ ¢(r))] + [j(e(rﬂ)’ ¢(r)) - j(e(r)’¢(rf9])nly the writer is updated, i.e., 6 — 0’ while ¢ is fixed, then

(165)

Substituting Eq. (162) and Eq. (163), respectively, gives the conclu-
sion. O

F.3 Reader Reward Bias and Calibration Benefit

Definition F.2 (True utility and reader surrogate reward). Let
U*(G) denote the true utility of graph memory G with respect to
the downstream task, and let ﬁ¢(G) denote the surrogate reward
constructed from the readout result of reader Ry. We say that the
reader reward bias is at most € if, for all considered graphs G,

Uy(G) = U*(G)| < €. (166)

Theorem F.3 (Surrogate reward improvement to true utility im-
provement). If the reader reward bias is at most €4, and the writer
update improves the surrogate reward by

Up(Ger) — Ug(Gg) = A, (167)
then the true utility satisfies

U*(Ggr) — U*(Gg) = A — 2¢. (168)

Proor. By the bias assumption,

U*(Gy) = [7¢(G9/) — €, U*(Gy) < ﬁqg (Gog) + €p- (169)

Subtracting the two inequalities gives
U*(Gg') — U*(Gp) = Uy(Gor) — Uy(Go) — 264 = A — 2€4. (170)

O

Corollary F.4 (Reader calibration reduces writer optimization bias).
If the reader is calibrated from ¢ to ¢’ and reduces the reward bias
from ey to ey, where ey < €4, then for the same surrogate reward
improvement A\, the lower bound on true utility improvement increases

by
2(ep —€gr). (171)
Proor. By Theorem 5.3, the true utility improvement lower

bound before calibration is A— 2¢4, and after calibration it is A— 2€4.
Subtracting the two gives the result. O

8(9,5 ¢) b 8read(¢; 9/) (174)

Therefore, reader-only updates cannot compensate for evidence
chains that the writer has not written; writer-only updates cannot
guarantee that a fixed reader can read out the evidence structures
in the new graph distribution.

Proor. By the decomposition in Eq. (172) and the nonnegativity
of all terms,

8(9> ¢/) = 8write(e) + 8read(¢/; 9) + eint(0> ¢’) 2 awrite(e)~ (175)

The second inequality is analogous. O

F.5 Stability of Closed-loop Graph Evolution
and Parameter Updates

Theorem F.5 (Score drift control under multi-round self-evolution).
Let the graph at round r be G\, and the reader parameter be ¢ If
single-step graph stability satisfies

Jso(a.6"1:6) = spa.0 767

‘ <Coh,  (176)

where A, = Aaug(G(’), G+, q); and if the score is locally Lipschitz
with respect to the parameter:

lsp(q.G:$) = sp(q.G: ')l < Cpllp = ¢"ll,.  (177)

then

sp(g. G ;6 ) —sp(q, G(°>;¢(°))|L

J

Proor. Foreach r, adding and subtracting the intermediate term
sp(q, Gr*D; ¢ gives

~
—_

< (CDAr +Cy Hqﬁ(m) -4

r

(178)

I
o

HSD(q,G(’”);sb(’“)) - sp(q.G"; ¢(’))Hm

< ”SD(q,G(r+l);¢(r+l)) — (g G | (179)

+ [0 (@ 66 = sn(0.67i6 )|
<Cy Hgs(’“) = ¢""|| +CoA. (180)
Summing over r = 0,...,T — 1 and using the triangle inequality
gives the conclusion. o
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Corollary F.6 (High-probability multi-round stability). IfP[A, >
€] < 6,, then with probability at least 1 — ZZ:_OI Sy,

[sn(@.6 ™6™ - sp(g. 66

=)

)

ProOOF. By a union bound, the event {Vr, A, < ¢} holds with
probability at least 1 — 3}, §,. Applying Theorem 5.7 on this event
gives the conclusion. o

T-1 (181)
<> (crer+cy H¢<’+1> _g
r=0

G Analysis of the Memory Writer

This section further analyzes the memory writer while keeping the
memory reader fixed. The experiments mainly use HotpotQA and
MusSiQue. To further examine domain transfer capability, we also
evaluate the trained writing policy on GRBench-Amazon, HaluMem-
Medium, and LongMemEval-Oracle [? ? ]. We primarily report Pre-
cision, Recall, and Deducible: the first two measure whether the text
retrieved by the reader covers the gold supporting contexts, while
Deducible is determined by a judge as to whether the standard an-
swer can be inferred from the retrieved context, thus more directly
reflecting whether the graph memory is usable for reasoning.
Table 5 shows that different rewards have different preferences.
Overall, RL-Hybrid achieves the best overall results, indicating that
hybrid rewards can simultaneously constrain the selectivity and
coverage of graph writing. Hybrid + frozen answer API achieves
the highest Deducible but slightly lower retrieval Precision/Recall,
suggesting that answer-side feedback helps improve reasoning us-
ability, but may also make the writer more conservatively inclined
to write evidence that directly supports the answer. Table 6 shows
that a writer learned on HotpotQA/MuSiQue can transfer to GR-
Bench, HaluMem, and LongMemEval, but continued training on the
target domain still brings significant improvements. This indicates
that the memory structure in agent memory scenarios is not en-
tirely similar to that in traditional multi-hop QA, so target-domain
feedback remains crucial. Table 7 further shows that the writing
protocol and interaction budget affect the trade-off between cover-
age and noise. Relaxing the tight prompt can improve Recall, but
reduces Deducible; increasing iterative turns helps complete cross-
document bridging paths, but when the budget is too large or the
protocol is too loose. More detailed reader-side sensitivity, training
stability, and regularization analyses are provided in Appendix A.

H Ablation Study of the Memory Reader

We conduct ablation studies to isolate the contribution of each major
component in the memory reader. All variants use the same writer-
produced graph memory and the same retrieval budget unless the
ablated component directly changes the retrieval mechanism. The
ablations are organized around four questions: (1) whether struc-
tured query planning and global soft addressing are necessary for
recovering evidence from fragmented cues; (2) whether structurally
gated propagation improves over uniform graph propagation; (3)
whether cross-graph structural priors and target-graph calibration
are both needed for evolving graph memory; and (4) whether reader
training and entity-to-document projection are important for con-
verting entity-level activation into document-level retrieval.
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Table 8 summarizes the results. The first group evaluates how
the reader handles fragmented cues. Removing structured query
planning, alias/constraint cues, or global soft addressing forces
the reader to rely more heavily on surface-level query matches
or a small number of anchor entities, directly testing whether the
complete evidence chain can still be recovered when distant bridge
nodes are not initially activated. The second group studies whether
the reader uses graph structure in a learned and selective way.
Removing structural gates or replacing them with uniform message
passing tests whether treating hub edges, bridge edges, redundant
edges, and noisy shortcuts similarly harms retrieval. The third
group examines the context—schema decomposition: the schema
channel captures transferable structural reading patterns, while the
context channel adapts the reader to the current writer-produced
graph. The last group evaluates the selector, entity-to-document
projection, GFM pre-training, and supervised retrieval fine-tuning.

The ablation results show the relative contribution of each memory-
reader component. First, structured query planning and global soft
addressing are important for fragmented-cue retrieval: removing
them noticeably weakens performance, especially on MuSiQue
and 2WikiMultiHopQA, where evidence chains are more likely to
depend on implicit bridge entities. Second, structurally gated prop-
agation consistently improves over uniform message passing, indi-
cating that graph structure should be used selectively rather than
as a fixed expansion rule. Among the structural inputs, graph-level
summaries have a relatively smaller effect, while node-level and
edge-pair features are more important for recognizing hubs, bridges,
and cross-community evidence paths. Third, both the schema prior
and context calibration channels contribute to performance, sug-
gesting that the reader benefits from preserving transferable struc-
tural priors while adapting to the current writer-produced graph.
Finally, supervised retrieval fine-tuning is essential for aligning
the GFM reader with document-level evidence retrieval, whereas
GFM pre-training provides transferable structural initialization that
improves stability across datasets.

I Implementation Details of the
Query-conditioned Subgraph Selection
Regularizer

We provide the implementation details of the query-conditioned
subgraph selector. In addition to the base entity scoring, it further
learns a soft gating probability 7, (q), which characterizes whether
entity e should enter the reading subgraph of the current query
q. This module performs lightweight reweighting of the final en-
tity score, and constrains the reading subgraph through several
structural regularizers during training.

Query-conditioned Selection Probability. Given a query q and
agraph G = (V,8), let h, € RY denote the representation of
entity node e € V after propagation by the GFM backbone, and
let z, € R? denote the query representation output by the query
encoder and then linearly projected. Here, d is the hidden dimension.
The selector first projects the node representation and the query
representation into the same selector space:

u, = W;h,

vg = Wszg, (182)
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Anon.

Table 5: Training results for the memory writer.
GFM-pretrained-only refers to using rewards fed
back only by the pretrained memory reader, while
GFM-finetuned further refers to using the fine-

tuned memory reader.

Methods Prec.T Recall] DeducibleT
GFM-pretrained-only 0.838  0.818 0.510
GFM-finetuned 0.824  0.813 0.512
RL-Recall 0.889 0.835 0.502
RL-F1 0.839 0.881 0.497
RL-Deduce 0.861  0.892 0.517
RL-Hybrid 0.902 0.917 0.522
Hybrid + frozen answer API  0.832  0.874 0.526
Table 6: Cross-dataset memory writing results.

“Base—Target” indicates direct evaluation on the
target domain after training on the HotpotQA/MuSiQue
base; “Target train—val” indicates training and valida-

tion on the target domain.

Settings

Base—GRBench
GRBench train—val
Base—HaluMem
HaluMem train—val
Base—LongMemEval

LongMem train—LongMemEval

Prec.] Recall] DeducibleT
0.575 0.609 0.411
0.794 0.833 0.596
0.230 0.448 0.299
0.312 0.708 0.438
0.232 0.376 0.475
0.377 0.439 0.531

Table 7: Ablation of writing protocols and interaction bud-
gets. Tight=True indicates that the writer performs a single-
round graph write under a stricter evidence budget, meaning
the reader exposes only fewer, higher-confidence candidate
pieces of evidence to the writer; Tight=False indicates that
this evidence budget is relaxed, allowing the writer to access
a broader candidate context. Iterative indicates that multi-
round interactive writer-reader writing is enabled: the writer
first writes the initial graph memory, the reader then returns
retrieval feedback based on the current graph, and the writer
continues to supplement or revise the graph structure. Here,
12/20/24 turns indicates the maximum number of interac-
tion rounds allowed, and tight/loose indicates that strict or
relaxed evidence budget constraints are still used during this
multi-round interaction process.

Settings Prec.T Recall] DeducibleT
Tight=True 0.836 0.806 0.515
Tight=False 0.845 0.851 0.506
Iterative, 12 turns, tight ~ 0.852 0.829 0.516
Iterative, 20 turns, tight  0.835 0.881 0.522
Iterative, 24 turns, loose 0.863 0.826 0.531

where W, € R%*? is the node-side projection matrix, W, € R%*¢
is the query-side projection matrix, and ds is the hidden dimension
of the selector space. In our implementation, we set ds = d, but
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the two do not have to be equal. Then, the selector obtains the
selection logit of entity e with respect to query g through a scaled
inner product:
uv,
le(q) = T
where T; > 0 is the selector temperature coefficient. The final soft
selection probability is defined as

(183)

1
1+exp(=Ce(q)

Here, 7.(q) € (0,1) can be understood as the soft probability that
entity e is included in the reading subgraph of the current query.
During training, we directly use 7. (q) for differentiable optimiza-
tion; during inference, we can either continue to use the soft prob-
ability for reweighting, or obtain a discrete subgraph according to
a threshold 7,;:

Vy={e€V|nm(q > 1},

7e(q) = sigmoid(Z, (q)) = (184)

Eqg={(w,0) € & |u,v eV}
(185)
Let a.(q) denote the base entity score given by the GFM back-
bone reader. This score is usually obtained from the similarity
between the node representation and the query representation, for

example
ac(q) =h; zg. (186)

Finally, we have:

il (q) = a.(q) + Ale(q), (187)
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Table 8: Ablation study of the memory reader on multi-hop QA retrieval. We report document-level Recall (%) at top-2 and
top-5. All variants use the same writer-produced graph memory unless otherwise specified.

Reader Variant | HotpotQA | MuSiQue | 2WikiMultiHopQA
|R@2 R@5 |R@2 R@5|R@2  R@5
SAGE | 65.1 77.6 | 43.2 53.1|83.6  88.6
Query planning and global addressing
SAGE w/o Structured Query Planning 62.7 75.1 | 40.4 50.1 | 80.7 86.6
SAGE w/o Global Soft Addressing 59.3 725 | 37.6 47.4 | 75.9 83.1
SAGE w/o Alias and Constraint Cues 63.0 758 | 41.0 50.8 | 80.8 86.9
SAGE w/ Anchor-only Initialization 586 714 | 36.8 465 | 74.2 82.4
Structurally conditioned propagation
SAGE w/o Structural Gate 604 73.2 | 39.2 48.7 | 78.1 84.9
SAGE w/o Node Structural Features 62.1 74.8 | 40.5 50.0 | 80.0 86.0
SAGE w/o Edge-pair Structural Features 615 740 | 40.1 494 | 79.1 85.6
SAGE w/o Graph-level Summary 63.2 759 | 41.6 51.0 | 81.3 87.0
SAGE w/ Uniform Message Passing 589 718 | 37.5 469 | 753 82.9
Cross-graph priors and target-graph calibration
SAGE w/o Schema Prior Channel 62.4 75.0 | 40.9 50.6 | 80.4 86.4
SAGE w/o Context Calibration Channel 61.8 743 | 40.0 49.8 | 79.5 85.9
SAGE w/o Context-Schema Fusion 60.7 735 | 39.1 48.6 | 77.8 84.7
Selector, projection, and reader training
SAGE w/o Controlled Entity-to-Document Projection | 60.9 73.9 | 38.7 48.2 | 77.2 84.4
SAGE w/o Query-conditioned Selector 63.9 76.5 | 419 52.0 | 82.2 87.6
SAGE w/ Vanilla GNN Reader 57.2  70.6 | 36.3 452 | 72.8 80.7
where A > 0 controls the influence of the selector logit on the final defined as

entity ranking.

Query—Subgraph Contrastive Regularizer. Using only Eq. (187)
to fuse the selector score can easily lead to two types of degenera-
tion: first, the selector may assign high probabilities to most nodes,
thereby degenerating into full-graph activation; second, the selector
may only learn local high-frequency entities, without forming a
subgraph representation that is consistent with the overall seman-
tics of the query. To this end, we first construct a query-conditioned
subgraph representation weighted by the selection probabilities:

Dieey ”e(q)he

B (q) = Zeev Te(@he
@ =5 (g +e

(188)

where € > 0 is a numerical stability term, which avoids an exces-
sively small denominator when all 7, (q) are close to 0. h;(g) can
be understood as the semantic center of the soft subgraph activated
by the current selector.

For a mini-batch B = {q; ?:1, we treat (}_1_,[(q,~), z4,) within the
same sample as a positive pair, and treat (h.(q:),z4;), j # i, as
in-batch negative pairs. The query-subgraph contrastive loss is

25

exp (sim(l_ln(qi)’ Zqi)/Tn)
i=1 Z?:l exp (sim(}_l,[ (g1, qu)/T")

where T,, > 0 is the contrastive learning temperature coefficient,
and sim(+, -) is the similarity function. In implementation, we usu-
ally apply £ normalization to h,(q) and z4, and use inner-product
7Bn(q)Tzq
Ihsz (@) ll2llzg 12
ages the soft subgraph activated by the selector to semantically

represent the current query, rather than only selecting nodes with
high frequency or high centrality in the graph.

. (189)

similarity, so that sim(h, (g), zq) = . This term encour-

Size Regularizer. To prevent the selector from improving recall
by activating a large number of nodes, we use the average selection
probability as a size penalty:

1
= — S 1.(a).
Q V] § (9)

ecV

(190)

This term approximately represents the expected proportion of
activated nodes. Minimizing Qg pushes the model to select a
smaller reading subgraph. However, this term cannot be used alone;
otherwise, the selector may degenerate into selecting too few nodes

2843
2844
2845
2846
2847
2848
2849
2850
2851
2852
2853
2854
2855
2856
2857
2858
2859
2860
2861
2862
2863
2864
2865
2866
2867
2868
2869
2870
2871
2872
2873
2874
2875
2876
2877
2878
2879
2880
2881
2882
2883
2884
2885
2886
2887
2888
2889
2890
2891
2892
2893
2894
2895
2896
2897
2898
2899

2900



2901
2902
2903
2904
2905
2906
2907
2908
2909
2910
2911
2912
2913
2914
2915
2916
2917
2918
2919
2920
2921
2922
2923
2924
2925
2926
2927
2928
2929
2930
2931
2932
2933
2934
2935
2936
2937
2938
2939
2940
2941
2942
2943
2944
2945
2946
2947
2948
2949
2950

2951

Workshop Submission, 2026,

or even no nodes. Therefore, it needs to be jointly optimized with
Qnce and the main retrieval loss: the former ensures query relevance,
while the latter ensures that the selected structure can still support
correct entity and document recall.

Connectivity Smoothing Regularizer. In addition to controllable
size, an effective reading subgraph should also have local structural
coherence. If the selection probabilities of adjacent nodes differ
too much, the model may form several isolated activated points,
making multi-hop paths difficult to explicitly utilize. To this end,
we use a smoothing penalty on edges:

D (@) - o).

(u,0) €&
Here, (u,v) is a directed or undirected edge in the graph, depend-
ing on whether edge directions are preserved during graph con-
struction. If an undirected graph is used, & can be viewed as the
symmetrized edge set. This term does not force all selected nodes
to be strictly connected, but encourages adjacent nodes to have
similar selection probabilities. In matrix form, if 7 (q) € RIVlis
the selection probability vector composed of 7.(q), and L is the
graph Laplacian matrix, then this term is equivalent to Laplacian
smoothing:

Qeon = (191)

Qcon  7(q) "L (q). (192)
Therefore, it is consistent with the classical assumption of graph
signal smoothing: query relevance, as a soft signal on the graph,

should maintain a certain degree of continuity within local neigh-
borhoods.

Computational Complexity of the Selector Itself. Let the batch size
be B, the number of nodes be n = |V|, the number of edges be
m = |&|, and the hidden dimension be d. The cost of computing
Wah, is O(Bnd?), the cost of computing Wiz, is O(Bd?), and the
cost of the inner-product logits is O(Bnd). If we cache W,h, in
advance, this term can be reduced to O(Bnd). For the contrastive
term, the cost of the subgraph pooling in Eq. (188) is O(Bnd), and
the cost of the in-batch NCE similarity matrix is O(B?d); the size
term has cost O(Bn); the connectivity term needs to traverse edges
and has cost O(Bm). Therefore, the additional complexity of the
selector during training is

O (Bnd* + Bnd + B*d + Bm), (193)

and if the quadratic term of the linear projection is ignored or
cached, it can be approximated as

O (Bnd + B*d + Bm) .

During inference, if only the selector logit is used to fuse entity
scores, without computing NCE, size, and connectivity regularizers,
then the additional cost is mainly O(Bnd? + Bnd), or O(Bnd) under
caching/lightweight projection.

(194)

J Training and Inference Complexity

For ease of exposition, suppose that the graph G = (V, &) has
n = |V| entity nodes and m = |&| entity-relation edges. If self-loops
are added in GCN propagation, we denote m = m+n. Let the hidden
dimension be d, the number of propagation layers be L, the batch
size be B, and the number of pseudo-queries be M. Therefore, one
real query together with M pseudo-queries requires M + 1 graph
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reads. Let M € {0,1}Np denote the sparse entity—document
association matrix, where Np is the number of documents, and
nnz(M) is the number of nonzero entity—document links. Let K,
denote the number of top entities used for document projection,
and let f denote the average number of documents linked to the
top entities.

J.1 Offline Structural Feature and Indexing Cost

Let the dimension of node structural features be p,,, the dimension
of edge structural features be p,, and the dimension of graph-level
summaries be py. In the current implementation, p,, p., and p, are
all small constants.

Given that the adjacency list has been constructed, degrees and
average neighbor degrees can be computed in O(n + m) time. Clus-
tering coefficients and the number of common neighbors require
computing intersections of neighbor sets, whose complexity can
be written as

Oln+m+ Z min{deg(u), deg(v)}|.
(u,0)€&

(195)

In sparse graphs or graphs with bounded average degree, Eq. (195)
is approximately O(n + m); in extremely dense graphs, the worst
case can reach O(n®). These structural features and the entity—
document matrix can both be precomputed and cached offline, with
space cost

O (npy + mpe + pg + nnz(M)) . (196)
Since this part does not depend on a specific query, when eval-
uating multiple queries on the same candidate graph in the self-
evolving memory loop, the same set of structural features and
entity—document indices can be reused.

J.2 Forward Propagation Complexity of the
Structurally Gated GFM

We first consider a single forward propagation for one query on
one graph. A standard GCN layer contains two parts: node linear
transformation and sparse adjacency aggregation. The cost of node
linear transformation is O(nd?), and the cost of edge-level message
aggregation is O(md). Therefore, the complexity of a standard GCN
layer is
Cplain = O (nd* + 1id) . (197)
Beyond ordinary message propagation, a structurally gated layer
generates a vector gate for each edge. Its message form is

my_,, =>,, OWh,, (198)

where h,, is the source node representation, W € R%4 i5 the node

linear transformation matrix, 3,,€ R is the structural gate vector
of edge (u,0), and © denotes element-wise multiplication. Let d,
denote the encoding dimension of structural features, and let Ay
denote the hidden dimension of the gating MLP. If the gate uses
four types of inputs, namely source-node structure, target-node
structure, edge-pair structure, and graph-level summary, then the
gate generation cost can be written as

Cgate = O(npndg + mpedy + pydy
(199)
+ m(4dyhy + hyd)).
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Here, np,pd, comes from node structural feature encoding, mp.d,
comes from edge structural feature encoding, p,d; comes from
graph-level summary encoding, and m(4dyhg + hyd) comes from
the per-edge gating MLP. If edge-pair features or graph-level sum-
maries are disabled, the corresponding terms in Eq. (199) can be
removed. If d; and h, are regarded as being of the same order as
d, then gate generation is O(md?) in the worst case; if the gat-
ing MLP is regarded as a small constant-width module, or if low-
rank/dimension-wise gating is adopted, it can be approximated as
O(md). Therefore, the complexity of a structurally gated layer is

Ceated = O (nd® + 1id + Cgate) - (200)

The current implementation supports dual structural prompts:
one is a holistic gated branch, and the other is a specific prompt
branch. If only a standard GCN is used, the per-layer cost is Cylain; if
only a structurally gated GCN is used, the per-layer cost is Cgated; if
one gated branch and one standard branch are used simultaneously,
the per-layer cost is approximately Cgated + Cplain- Let pplain € {0, 1}
denote whether the standard prompt branch is enabled, and let
Pgated € {0,1} denote whether the structurally gated branch is en-
abled. Then the GFM encoding cost for one batch can be uniformly
written as

Cenc (B) =0 (BL (pplaincplain + pgatedcgated)) .

The factor B appears because, in the current implementation, each
query in a batch separately constructs query-conditioned node
inputs and performs graph encoding. If query-independent struc-
tural gates for a fixed graph are cached during inference, part of
the gate cost can be reduced; however, based on the current code
implementation, Eq. (201) is a more conservative upper bound.

In the most common simplified analysis, we set B = 1, M = 0,
disable dual branches, and regard the gating MLP as a lightweight
constant-width module. Then Eq. (201) degenerates to

O (L(md + d*n)),
which is exactly the core propagation complexity given in the main
text. Here, md corresponds to edge-level messages, structural gat-

ing, and sparse aggregation, while d’n corresponds to node linear
projection.

(201)

(202)

J.3 Entity Scoring, Selector Regularization, and
Document Projection Complexity

After GFM encoding obtains node representations, entity scoring
is usually obtained by

ae(q) = heTzq (203)
For one batch, the complexity of this step is
Cscore(B) = O(Bnd) (204)

If the query-conditioned subgraph selector in Appendix I is enabled,
then the additional inference-stage cost is

Csel,infer(B) = O(Bnd2 + Bnd),

which can be approximated as O(Bnd) if the node-side projection
is cached or a lightweight projection is used. During training, NCE,
the size term, and the connectivity term also need to be computed,
with additional complexity

Csel,train(B) = O(Bl’!dz + Bnd + Bzd + Bm).

(205)

(206)
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Here, B%d comes from the in-batch query-subgraph contrastive
matrix, and Bm comes from the edge-level connectivity smoothing
term.

Entity-to-document projection is performed by the entity—document

matrix M. If full sparse matrix multiplication is used, the complexity
is

Cdocful(B) = O (Bnnz(M)) . (207)
The IDFWeightedRanker in the current code belongs to this type:
it first constructs IDF weights according to entity occurrence fre-
quency, and then performs sparse matrix multiplication. If top-K,
entity projection is used, conceptually only the inverted lists corre-
sponding to these entities need to be accessed, so the complexity
can be written as

Cdoctopk (B) = O (Bnlog K. + BK.f) (208)

where BnlogK, comes from top-K, entity selection, and BK,f
comes from accessing the documents linked on average by the top
entities. If the final document top-K ranking is performed over all
Np documents, the complexity is O(BNp log K); if it is performed
only over the candidate document pool, it is O(BNcang log K), where
Neand < Np.

J.4 Training Complexity

The main costs in the training stage come from GFM forward prop-
agation, the entity-level retrieval loss, the optional selector regu-
larizer, and backpropagation. Let ki, denote the constant-factor
cost of backpropagation relative to forward propagation, which can
usually be regarded as a constant between 2 and 3. If the entity-
level training loss is BCE, ranking loss, or ListCE, then because the
predicted scores of n entities need to be supervised or ranked, the
loss computation complexity is

Closs (B) = O(Bn) (209)

Therefore, when the selector is not enabled, the complexity of a
single training batch is

Ctrain = O (KbW [CEHC (B) + Cscore (B) + CIOSS(B)]) .

After enabling the query-conditioned subgraph selector, the train-
ing complexity becomes

Ctsrealin =0 (wa [cenc(B) + Cscore (B) + Closs (B) + Csel,train (B)]) .
(211)
If a document-level loss is also explicitly added during training, then
entity-to-document projection needs to be additionally performed,
with cost Cyoc,fun (B) or Cdoc,topK(B)-

(210)

J.5 Inference Complexity

The inference stage first performs query encoding, named entity
recognition, and entity linking, whose total cost is denoted as
Cprep(q)- This part depends on the adopted text encoder, NER model,
and entity linking model, and does not belong to the graph propa-
gation backbone. Given the prepared query embedding and query
entity mask, the core reading complexity of a single query is

Cinfer(q) =(M + 1) [Cenc(l) + cscore(l) + Csel,infer(l) + Cdoc(l)

+ cfuse (M, K),
(212)
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where M is the number of pseudo-queries, Cgoc(1) can take the
complexity of full sparse projection or top-K, inverted projection,
and Cpyse (M, K) is the cost of fusing the results from the main query
and pseudo-queries. If each query keeps K candidate documents,
then the cost of simple weighted merging is

Cruse (M, K) = O((M + 1)K log((M + 1)K)), (213)

J.6 Space Complexity

The model parameter space mainly comes from the GFM backbone,
structural prompts, the structurally gated MLP, selector projections,
and text projection layers. If we only discuss graph- related runtime
space, offline graph storage requires
O (n+ m + nnz(M) + np, + mp, + py) . (214)
During training, node activations of each layer need to be saved,
and the space complexity is on the order of
O(BLnd) (215)
If structurally gated edge messages are fully materialized, they re-
quire O(md) GPU memory; the current implementation adopts edge
chunk streaming. Let the chunk size be ¢, then the peak memory of
gated messages can be reduced to
O(cd), (216)
where ¢ < m. This is also one of the key engineering designs that
makes the current implementation suitable for large-graph reading.
If return_gate is enabled and the gate vectors of all edges are
saved for visualization or interpretation, then the space will rise
again to O(md). If document scoring materializes all Np document

scores, it requires O(BNp) space; if only a candidate document
heap is maintained, it can be reduced to O(BK) or O(BK,f).

J.7 Complexity Comparison with Related Work

Overall Comparison. From the perspective of complexity, stan-
dard dense RAG has the lightest online retrieval cost, but it is
difficult to explicitly model cross-document relations; multi-step
RAG improves complex reasoning ability through multiple rounds
of retrieval, but its cost grows linearly with the number of LLM
calls; GraphRAG-style methods shift a large amount of cost to of-
fline graph construction and summary generation; SubgraphRAG
reduces online cost through lightweight triple scoring, but its effec-
tiveness depends on the candidate triple set and structural distance
features; GFM-RAG and our reader concentrate the main computa-
tion on one or a small number of query-conditioned graph propa-
gations. Therefore, when the self-evolving memory loop needs to
repeatedly evaluate the retrievability of different written graphs,
the advantage of our design lies in the following: each evaluation
does not need to start multi-round LLM agentic search, but in-
stead quickly obtains differentiable or scoreable retrieval feedback
through a fixed GFM reader, structurally gated propagation, and
sparse document projection. This allows the graph writing strategy
to perform high-frequency comparison and optimization over a
large number of candidate memory graphs.
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K Implementation Details of Structured Query
Planning

K.1 Detailed definitions of the notation and
additional information

In 7)(0(61) = (Sexpa A, Crels Chard> T, {(Qma Xm; tm)}/\"{llzl)’ aexp acts as
a direct anchor for memory (explicit entities); A maps the brain’s
multiple representational habits for the same concept (aliases); Cyel
simulates the relational network in semantic memory; Cparq Serves
as the spatiotemporal and logical boundaries of episodic memory
(such as hard constraints like time and location); 7 presets the
cognitive template of the target memory (answer type); and the
pseudo-queries G,, with confidence a,, and intent t,, are analogous
to the multiple exploratory recalls conducted in the human mind
(Simulated Recall).

K.2 Two-stage Planning: Extraction and
Inference

Natural-language questions often compress key retrieval cues into
implicit relations, such as “the birthplace of the author”, “the publi-
cation year of the only mystery novel of a certain work”, or “the
death date of the father”. If the original question is sent as a whole
to the entity linker, the system can easily hit only surface entities
while missing bridge entities or answer-type constraints. Therefore,
the query planner is defined as a structured function
P(q) = (Sexpa A, Crel, Chard> 7, {(Gm> am) }f\n/[:l) . (217)
It consists of two stages: Extractor 6 extracts explicit entities, aliases,
relation clues, hard constraints, and the answer type; Inferer 7
generates at most M retrieval intents based on the extraction results.

L Computation Details of Topological
Structural Features

L.1 Normalized Structural Graph

Structural features are computed on an undirected, self-loop-free,
binarized adjacency matrix As:

As =I[(A+AT) > 0], diag(As) = 0. (218)

This avoids drastic fluctuations in topological statistics caused by
unstable relation-extraction directions. Message propagation can
still use the original bidirectional edges or relation-aware graph;
structural statistics are only used as gating conditions.

L.2 Node-level Structural Features

For node v, let N(v) = {u : A5y = 1} and d, = |N(v)|. The
node-level features are

$(v) = [IOg(l +dy), Co, Ko, d_N(ZJ)]' (219)
The local clustering coefficient is
2T,
—, dy 22,
o =1 do(dy — 1) (220)
0, dy <2,
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Extractor prompt template.

You are a retrieval planner for graph-based multi-hop QA.
Question:
{QUESTION}

Extract structured retrieval signals.
Return JSON only with keys:

{
"explicit_entities": [string],
"candidate_aliases": {"entity": [alias]},
"relation_clues": [string]l,
"constraints": {3},
"answer_type": "string"

}

\

Rules: keep entries short, avoid explanations, keep empty fields as [] or {}.

J

You are a retrieval planner for graph-based multi-hop QA.
Question:
{QUESTION}

Structured extraction:
{EXTRACTOR_JSON}

Generate at most M retrieval intents that help locate:
- evidence directly supporting the target relation;
- bridge entities required for multi-hop reasoning;
- documents likely to contain the target attribute;

- evidence using aliases or alternative mentions.
Return JSON only with keys:
{
"pseudo_queries": [string],
"rewriter_confidence": [number]

3

\

Figure 6: Metadata of the case study from HotpotQA.
Inferer prompt template.

- evidence satisfying temporal, spatial, type, comparison or negation constraints;

\

Figure 7: Metadata of the case study from HotpotQA.

where T, is the number of undirected edges inside the neighborhood
of v; K, is the core number; and the average neighbor degree is

1

- — DueN(w) Gus  dy >0,

Ay = do TN (221)
0, d, =0.

These quantities respectively characterize node frequency, local
clustering, core/peripheral position, and neighborhood density. For
RAG memory, they correspond to four common structural risks:
over-propagation by high-frequency hubs, redundant diffusion in-
side clustered regions, ignored peripheral bridge entities, and scale
mismatch between sparse and dense regions.

L.3 Edge-pair Structural Features

For an undirected structural edge (u, v), the pairwise features are

V(o) = [ldy ~ do), ON(w,0).Jac(w o), (222)
where
CN(w0) = IN(W) ON@)L - Jae(w0) = (e =g
(223)

Degree difference reflects cross-level connections, while common
neighbors and Jaccard reflect local community overlap. Based on

these features, the gate can distinguish intra-community evidence
aggregation edges from cross-community bridge edges.

L4 Graph-level Summary and Normalization

The graph-level summary concatenates the mean, standard devia-
tion, and density of node features:

rg = [ mean,cy (0); stdoey $(0); dens(6)],  (224)
where
2mg
—_— nhx=2
dens(@) =4 n(n—-1) (225)
0, n<2,

n = |V|, and mq is the number of undirected structural edges. To
remove graph-size differences, node and edge features are z-scored
within each graph, and the graph-level summary computes global
mean and standard deviation over the set of training graphs:

- Ig — Hr
fg=——

. 226
oy +e¢ (226)

If the standard deviation of a certain dimension is close to zero,
we only perform centering to avoid division by an unstable small
value.
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L.5 Gating Input Encoding

For each message edge u — v, the structural gate reads the source
node, target node, pairwise features, and graph-level summary:

#(u) = NormNode(¢(u)), ¢(u,0) = NormPair(¢(u,0)), (227)

ul! = EL ($(w)), ul?! = EP ($(0)), (228)
oh = Ep (J(w,0)), rg =Ey (). (229)

The encoders E,, Ep, E; are all two-layer MLPs. The concatenated
gating input is

1 1 1 1 1
zy) = [ul;uf );Vfw);r(g)]. (230)
The gate itself is a vector rather than a scalar:
gl =1+ 8tanh (MLPY" (20))),  §=01.  (231)

The last layer of the gating MLP is initialized to zero, so initially
gl(tlv) = 1. At the beginning of training, the model does not destroy
the original propagation scale; the learned structural bias gradually

emerges in a residual manner.

L.6 Message Propagation with Normalized
Weights

Let E be the edge set after adding self-loops. Structural gates are
used for non-self-loop edges, and unit gates are used for self-loops.
The GCN normalization coefficient is

w. ~
Nuv = %s dv = Z Wuos
ﬂdudl, u:(u,0)€E

where wy, defaults to 1, but can also come from edge weights. The
propagation at layer [ is

(232)

1 1 1-
m{,, = nu gy © WORI, (233)

hy’ =o[b®+ > ml,|. (234)
u:(u,0)€E

The multi-layer wrapper also contains inter-layer residuals: when

| > 1 and the dimensions are consistent,

HY « H + gD, (235)

This residual and Eq. (231) form a dual stability mechanism: the for-
mer stabilizes deep propagation, while the latter stabilizes structural
modulation.

L.7 Chunked Gating and GPU Memory
Complexity

Explicitly storing all gates requires O(|E|d) GPU memory. For large
graphs, gates are computed by edge chunks:

Be
E= U Ey,  |Eyl <Ce. (236)
b=1
Each edge chunk sequentially executes
gr — my — scatter_add(my), (237)

and immediately releases the intermediate gate tensor. Online GPU
memory is reduced from O(|E|d) to O(C.d), while the time com-
plexity remains linear, O(|E|d). This is especially important for
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self-evolving memory, because the same reader needs to repeatedly
evaluate candidate graphs produced by different writers.

M Pretraining Objective and Augmented Views
M.1 GraphCL View Construction

The goal of the pretraining stage is to learn cross-graph transfer-
able structural-semantic propagation, rather than fitting specific
question-answering labels. Given the original graph view (G, Xo),
we construct two augmented views (G1, X1), (G2, Xz) and one neg-
ative feature view (Go, X ). The augmentation types include edge
perturbation, feature masking, node perturbation, and subgraph
sampling; let the augmentation operators be Ay, Aj, then

(G, Xj) = A;j(Go, Xo)s je{t2}. (238)

If structural gating is enabled, each view precomputes its own node
structural features, edge-pair features, and graph-level summarys;
the negative feature view shares the base graph structure, but its
node features are shuffled or replaced.

M.2 Graph-level Contrastive Objective

The encoder outputs four sets of node representations:
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Hy = fo(Xo0,Go), Hi = fo(X1.G1), Hz = fp(X2,G2), H™ =ﬁ(X_,€§2§

(239)
The graph readout of each augmented view is
1
¢j = sigmoid | — Z Hi,|,  Jjef{i2). (240
|(V]| veV;
J
The bilinear discriminator
D(c,h) = h"Wpe (241)

determines whether the node representation comes from the same
graph semantics. The pretraining loss is

2
Locr = % Z [BCE (D(c;, Hy), 1) + BCE (D(c;, H™),0)] . (242)
j=1

When edge-level gating is enabled, traditional static structural
prompts are neutralized into identity mappings to avoid scale con-
fusion caused by two sets of structural modulations acting simulta-

neously; the structural bias is mainly carried by the target edge’s

1
g,

M.3 Feature Alignment Layer

When the input dimensions produced by different graphs or differ-
ent text encoders are consistent but their distributions have large
shifts, the feature alignment layer can be enabled:

Align(x) = Dropout (LayerNorm (PReLU(W,x + b,))) . (243)

W, is initialized as the identity matrix, and b, is initialized as zero.
Therefore, this layer is initially an approximately identity transfor-
mation; after training, it absorbs inter-graph feature-scale differ-
ences without changing the core structure of the graph propagator.
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N Supervised Fine-tuning Objective

N.1 Entity-level Supervision

For each question gy, the data provide a supporting-entity mask
Ype € {0,1}. The model outputs entity logits a; .. The weighted
BCE is defined as

1 & Y, whe BCEWithLogits(ap.e, yp.e)
Lbce = Z .

Ze Wp.e +¢€

= (244)

B b=1
Positive weights are uniformly normalized within the positive set;
if the adversarial temperature T, is enabled for negative weights,

they are computed by applying softmax to the current model scores:

exp(ab,e/Ta)
Zu:yb,,,:o exp(ab,v/Ta) ’

Wy, = Ype = 0. (245)
If T, = 0, the negative weights degenerate into a uniform distri-
bution. This design makes training focus more on high-scoring
hard negatives, rather than being dominated by a large number of

obviously irrelevant entities.

N.2 Multi-positive List Cross-Entropy

Using only BCE treats each entity as an independent binary classi-
fication problem, lacking the constraint that “supporting entities
should collectively rank near the top of the same candidate list”. To
this end, we introduce a multi-positive list loss. Let

sigmoid(ap.)
e = - - - . 246
Pe, >, sigmoid(ap ) + € (246)
If sample b has at least one supporting entity, the list loss is
1 1
Llist = ——— _— log(ppe + €). 247
=I5 X gl 2 OEbne o @)

beBy e€Ye(qp)

Samples with empty supporting-entity sets are skipped. The final
entity fine-tuning objective is

Lent = AbceLbce + AlistLlist: (Abcea Alist) = (0~3: 0~7)~ (248)

N.3 Optional Document-level Supervision

If the training configuration provides a document-level loss, entity
logits are first projected into document logits:

Sp=ay M, (249)

and then the same type of BCE or list loss is computed with the
supporting-document mask zp;. This term is suitable for tasks
where entity annotations are noisy but the document support set
is reliable; if it is not enabled, training is entirely driven by the
entity-level support set, and document ranking is obtained through
projection only during inference or validation.

O Memory Writer Implementation Details

0.1 The Markov Decision Process for
Multi-turn Graph Construction

Specifically, the training of our graph constructor is implemented
through VeRL’s multi-turn GRPO loop. The state machine of the
interactor can be abstracted as a finite-horizon MDP:

M=(S A PR, po,H). (250)
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Given a sample x, at round t, the state can be written as

St = (% G, Dfmc, Dtrem, &),

where G; is the current partially written graph, DF° and D™
denote the processed and remaining documents, respectively, and
{; is an interaction control flag, such as whether the process is
still in the graph-construction stage or has already switched to the
RAG stage. The action is generated by the language model in JSON
format:

(251)

ar ~ mo(- | 1), (252)

and is restricted to two types of legal actions:

(1) Triple action: output a JSON array, where each element is of
the form {subject, relation, object}, representing the set
of facts 7; written in the current round;

(2) Termination action: after graph construction is completed,
output a JSON object carrying the terminal fields required by
the reader side, such as answer, recall, precision, deducible,
and so on.

In implementation, the environment first checks whether the
action can be parsed by json_repair, and strictly cleans the triples:
items with missing keys, empty strings, or non-dictionary entries
are all removed. If illegal JSON is output during the graph-construction
stage, the interaction terminates immediately and returns zero re-
ward; if legal triples are output, the environment proceeds to the
next round and returns a round-level format reward. The corre-
sponding environment transition can be written as

Se41 = P(sy, ar)

(¢, Gt ® T2, DY°° U {d,},
D\ {d:e}, Gre1)
(g, Gr, DY, D™ STOP)

(g, Gt, DI, D™ RAG)

ay is legal,
(253)
ay is illegal,

a; triggers reading.

Iterative and non-iterative writing. Two strategies are supported.
In the non-iterative mode, the model reads the entire context D at
once and outputs all triples. In the iterative mode, the environment
reads the documents segment by segment in document order, and
in each round the model is only allowed to write triples for the
current document. After all documents have been processed, the
environment then switches to the RAG stage. If 7; denotes the set of
triples output for document d;, then the final graph constructed in
the iterative mode is G = EB:ZI 7i, where @ denotes edge-set union
and node deduplication. We adopt the iterative strategy by default,
because it decomposes the long-context problem into a sequence
of local writing decisions, significantly reducing the difficulty of
performing global planning in advance. At the same time, it also
allows the source document of each triple to be precisely recorded,
providing explicit source edges for subsequent text-graph retrieval.

Constructing text-graph memory from output triples. To enable
the frozen retriever to operate under the graph-guided text re-
trieval setting, the environment does not directly pass the raw
triple strings to the retriever. Instead, it first constructs a text graph
with document nodes:

g = ((Ve U (Vda 862 U aed), (254)
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where the entity node set V., comes from the subjects and objects
in the triples, and the document node set V; = {dj, ..., d;} corre-
sponds to the original documents in the context. The entity-entity
edges are defined as

Eee = {(u,r,0) | (u,r,0) € T}, (255)
and the entity-document source edges are defined as
Eed = {(u, source, d;), (v, source, d;) | (u,r,0) € Ti}.  (256)

In the iterative mode, the source edges are explicit, because the
environment already knows that the triples in each round come
from the current document. In the non-iterative mode, we use a
heuristic alignment method based on tokenizer token overlap to
map each triple to the most similar document. The significance of
this design is that, after separating writing from reading, the graph
constructor is only responsible for deciding “what to write into
memory”; as for how the reader aggregates entities on the graph
and retrieves documents, this is entirely determined by the frozen

fs-

Frozen GFM retrieval environment. When training the graph con-
structor, the reader fj is fixed as the already trained GFM retriever.
Let the entity set be V, = {ey,...,e,} and the document set be
V4 ={di,...,dyu}. We then construct:

(1) the relation-edge index E with both forward and reverse di-
rections, together with the relation types r;

(2) the sparse entity-document matrix M € {0,1
M;; = 1if entity e; appears in document d;

(3) the question-related entity mask m, € {0, 1}", which is ob-
tained preferentially through lexical matching with the ques-
tion; if lexical matching fails, it falls back to a heuristic seed
set ranked by entity degree.

}PM | where

After encoding the question as a vector q and the relation names
as a matrix R, the frozen GFM forward pass computes the entity
relevance scores:

Se zﬁﬁ(g’ q, mq§¢) eR".

The entity scores are then projected into document scores. Let
Mrop-k (se) denote the masking operation that retains only the top-
K entity scores, and let wigr denote the inverse-frequency weights
defined according to the document frequency of each entity. The
four document-scoring modes can be written uniformly as

(257)

Se raw,
5, = Mok (Se), topk, (258)
Widr © Se, idf,
Widt © Mropk(se), idf_topk,
and the document scores are obtained by
sa =MT5,. (259)

We then take Top-k(s,) as the retrieval result. In actual use, we also
enable init_entities_weight, that is, during the GFM forward
pass, a 1/ f(e) weight is applied to high-frequency entities to sup-
press the dominance of entities connected to too many documents
in the retrieval results.

32

Anon.

P Additional Detailed Experimental Results

The results of retrieval performance on multi-hop QA benchmarks
are in Table 9.

The results on AmazonQA are in Table 10.

The HaluMem results are shown in Table 11.

P.1 Path Interpretations

We provide path interpretations of SAGE for multi-hop reasoning
in Table 12. The importance of each path to the final prediction
can be measured by the partial derivative of the prediction score
with respect to the triples at each reasoning layer. The top-k path
interpretations are then obtained by selecting the top-k longest
paths with beam search.

As shown in Table 12, SAGE successfully identifies the answer
by connecting two key constraints in the question: the person who
presented the Australia 2022 FIFA World Cup bid and the person
born on October 22, 1930. Specifically, the first path starts from the
entity “the bid for the 2022 FIFA World Cup” and follows the inverse
relation of “was one of the representatives of” to reach “Frank
Lowy”. Then, through an entity-equivalence relation, it links “Frank
Lowy” to “Sir Frank P. Lowy”, whose birth date is “22 October 1930”.
The second path verifies the reasoning in the reverse direction by
starting from the birth date and tracing back to the representative
of the World Cup bid. These paths demonstrate that SAGE can
effectively align different surface forms of the same entity and
integrate multiple question constraints within a single-step retrieval
process, showing its ability to perform interpretable multi-hop
reasoning.

Q Dataset Details

Table 13 summarizes the details of each dataset.

General and Multi-hop QA.. We first evaluate SAGE on a set of
general open-domain and multi-hop QA benchmarks that stress
different aspects of retrieval-augmented reasoning. NQ-Open is de-
rived from Natural Questions and is widely used as a standard
open-domain short-answer QA benchmark; it evaluates whether
a system can retrieve and ground factual answers from a large
Wikipedia-scale corpus. PopQA complements NQ by focusing on
entity-centric factual questions whose subjects span different pop-
ularity levels, making it particularly useful for testing whether a
retrieval or memory system can recover long-tail factual knowledge
rather than relying only on parametric memorization. HotpotQA
contains Wikipedia-based multi-hop questions with sentence-level
supporting facts, allowing us to evaluate not only answer correct-
ness but also whether the system can recover bridge evidence and
produce interpretable reasoning chains. 2WikiMultiHopQA further
stresses structured multi-hop reasoning by combining Wikipedia
text with Wikidata-derived relations and providing evidence paths
for 2—4 hop questions. Finally, MuSiQue is designed to reduce short-
cut reasoning by composing connected single-hop questions into 2—
4 hop questions, making it a strong testbed for evaluating whether
SAGE can retrieve and integrate multiple pieces of evidence in a
genuinely compositional manner.
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Table 9: Results of retrieval performance on multi-hop QA benchmarks. We report document-level Recall (%) at top-2 and top-5.
Best results are in bold and runner-ups are underlined. The darker the cell, the better.

Dataset HotpotQA MuSiQue 2WikiMultiHopQA

Avg. Rank
Method R@2 R@5 R@2 R@5 R@2 R@5
BM25 (> SIGIR?94) 554 722 323 412 5138 61.9 18.2
Contriever (> TMLR’22) 572 755 348 46.6 46.6 57.5 17.2
GTR (> EMNLP’22) 594 733 374 491 60.2 67.9 13.8
ColBERTV2 (> NAACL22) 647 793 379 492 592 68.2 115
RAPTOR (> ICLR24) 581 712 357 453 463 53.8 17.7
Proposition (> EMNLP24) 587 711 376 493 564 63.1 14.8
GraphRAG (> arXiv24) 583 76.6 354 493 616 77.3 12.2
G-Retriever (> NeurlPs'24) 533 655 388 451 6038 67.8 15.7
LightRAG (> arxiv24) 388 547 248 347 451 59.1 205
HippoRAG (> NeurIPs’24) 60.1 785 412 532 684 87.0 8.7
HippoRAG 2 (> 1cML’25) 80.5 88.1 47.0 56.7 88.9 90.1 24
SubgraphRAG (> ICLR25) 615 730 421 493 707 85.5 9.7
PropRAG (> EMNLP’25) 819 88.0 47.7 57.9 87.9 90.1 1.9
GFM-RAG (> NeurIPs’25) 756 89.6 435 57,6 79.1 92.4 2.9
FLARE (> EMNLP23) 731 813 443 551 67.1 73.1 6.5
Adaptive-RAG (> NAACL24) 6l.0 76.4 351 447 447 61.4 16.6
BM25 + TIRCoT (> AcL23) 65.6 79.0 342 447 61.2 75.6 12.4
Contriever + IRCoT (> Acr23 = 659 816 391 522 516 63.8 10.7
ColBERTvV2 + IRCOT (> AcL’23) 679 82.0 417 537 641 74.4 7.2
HippoRAG + IRCoT (> AcL’23) 670 83.0 453 57.6 7538 93.9 3.6
SAGE (ours) 651 776 432 531 836 88.6 7.0

E-commerce Review-based QA.. We use AmazonQA to evaluate
SAGE in a practical, noisy, user-generated e-commerce setting. Un-
like Wikipedia-style QA benchmarks, AmazonQA consists of real
product questions, community answers, product reviews, and prod-
uct metadata, and includes answerability annotations indicating
whether a question can be answered from available reviews. This
makes it a suitable benchmark for testing whether a memory system
can identify useful evidence from noisy review collections, distin-
guish answerable from unanswerable questions, and synthesize
grounded answers from multiple user-generated snippets. From
the perspective of self-evolving memory, AmazonQA is especially
valuable because the system must learn which review facts, product
attributes, and user opinions are worth indexing for future retrieval,
rather than simply matching a question to a clean encyclopedic
passage.

Long-term Agent Memory. To move beyond conventional RAG
evaluation, we further evaluate SAGE on long-term agent mem-
ory benchmarks. LongMemEval is designed to assess the long-term
memory abilities of chat assistants over extended multi-session
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interaction histories. It covers five core memory abilities: infor-
mation extraction, multi-session reasoning, temporal reasoning,
knowledge updates, and abstention. This benchmark directly tests
whether SAGE can retrieve sparse but relevant memory traces from
long histories, combine evidence across sessions, respect temporal
order, and update previously stored information when new interac-
tions supersede old memories. We use HaluMem as a complementary
benchmark for evaluating hallucination in memory systems. Rather
than only measuring end-to-end QA accuracy, HaluMem decom-
poses memory evaluation into memory extraction, memory updat-
ing, and memory question answering, thereby revealing at which
operational stage hallucinations, omissions, or conflicts arise. This
is particularly important for our setting because errors introduced
during graph construction or memory updating may propagate to
graph-guided retrieval and final answer generation.

Evaluation Rationale. Together, these datasets form a progres-
sively broader evaluation suite. NQ and PopQA test factual open-
domain retrieval; HotpotQA, 2WikiMultiHopQA, and MuSiQue test
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Table 10: Performance of representative baselines on the original AmazonQA full-test protocol. BLEU-1/2/3/4 are denoted as

B-1/2/3/4, and R denotes ROUGE. Best results are in bold and runner-ups are underlined. Only rows marked with *"°t are our
zero-shot transfer results; baseline rows and trained variants are not marked as zero-shot.

Zero-shot setting applies only to Ours rows marked with °*1°t on AmazonQA.
Method B-1 B-2 B-3 B-4 R
Heuristic baselines from the original AmazonQA protocol
Random Sentence (> 1jcAriv) 78.56 63.95 44 .37 29.87 49.12
Top-1 using IR (> 1jcAriy) 89.49 74.80 56.76 43 .52 61.48
Top-1 Using BLEU (> 1jcariy 92.74 78.43 60.91 48.08 62.68
Top-1 Helpfulness (> 1jcArio) 20.66 19.78 16.39 12.54 37.01
Top-1 Wilson Score (> 1jcArig) 20.74 19.84 16.44 12.58 37.26
Neural baseline from the original AmazonQA protocol
R-Net (> 15cAri9) 47 .04 40.32 31.48 23.92 40.22
Human answers under the original AmazonQA protocol
Amazon User Community (> 1jcaArio) 80.88 68.86 54.36 42.01 62.18
Expert (Spans) (> I1jcAriv) 68.33 57.79 44.61 34.43 51.09
Expert (Descriptive) (> 1ycAri9) 53.67 46.56 37.81 30.76 53.31
Our method
Ours (0-shot)-shot 61.8a75000 49 3607shot 37 gy0-shot  9g 4y0-shot 46 730-shot
Ours (trained) 74.92 61.58 47.63 35.86 54.92
Ours +1 round 82.76 68.91 52.74 39.68 58.83

Table 11: Results on HaluMem-Medium. We report memory extraction metrics, memory updating metrics, and memory question-
answering metrics. R denotes Recall, W-R denotes Weighted Recall, T-P denotes Target Memory Precision, Acc. denotes Memory
Accuracy, FMR denotes False Memory Resistance, F1 denotes Memory Extraction F1-score, C denotes Correct Rate, H denotes
Hallucination Rate, and O denotes Omission Rate. For R, W-R, T-P, Acc., FMR, F1, and C, higher is better; for H and O, lower is
better. Best results are in bold and runner-ups are underlined. The darker the cell, the better. For systems whose public reports
only provide a subset of metrics, missing entries are denoted by “~”. Only rows marked with °*P°t are our zero-shot results;
baseline rows and trained SAGE rows are not marked as zero-shot.

Zero-shot setting applies only to SAGE variants marked with °*1°t on HaluMem-Medium.

Dataset Memory Extraction Memory Updating Memory QA
Method RT  W-RT T-PT Acc] FMRT F17 Ct H| 0] CT H] ol
Memory-system baselines from the original HaluMem benchmark
Memobase ( https:/github.com/memodb-io/memobase) 14,55  25.88 | 92.24 3229 @ 80.78 25.13 5.20 055 9425 3533 29.97 3471
Supermemory (https:/github.com/supermemoryai/supermemory) ~ 41.53 ~ 64.76 = 90.32  60.83 51.77 56.90 16.37 1.15 82.47 = 54.07 22.24 23.69
Mem@ (> arXiv'2s) 42.91  65.03 86.26 60.86 56.80 57.31 25.50 0.5 74.02 53.02 19.17 27.81
Zep (> arXiv'2s) - - - - - - 47.28 0.42 5231  55.47 2192  22.62
MemOS (> arXiv2s) 74.07 84.81 86.25 5955 4494 79.70 62.11 0.42 37.48 67.23 15.17 17.59
SAGE (ours, 0-shot)-shet 13.12 2091 3136 2280 3259 1938 217 let 8453 30.14 3368 36.17
SAGE (ours, trained) 16.42 2936 | 71.88 3541 44.96 2852 734 | 068 9198 3826 28.73 33.01
SAGE +1 round 20.18 3574  71.02 40.63 40.28 3347 10.86 0.76 88.38 4291 26.64 30.45
multi-hop evidence composition; AmazonQA evaluates noisy real- operation-level hallucinations in memory systems. This combina-
world review memory in an e-commerce domain; LongMemEval tion allows us to evaluate SAGE not merely as a retrieval-augmented
tests long-horizon interactive memory; and HaluMem diagnoses QA pipeline, but as a self-evolving memory system that must decide

what to store, how to organize stored information, how to retrieve
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Table 12: Path interpretations of SAMGPT for multi-hop reasoning, where r~! denotes the inverse of original relation.

Question ‘ Which man who presented the Australia 2022 FIFA World Cup bid was born on October 22, 19307

2: (22 october 1930, was born on™1, sir frank p lowy) — (sir frank p lowy, equivalent, frank lowy) —

Answer ‘ Frank Lowy
Sup. Doc. ‘ [ “Frank Lowy”, “Australia 2022 FIFA World Cup bid”]
1: (the bid for the 2022 fifa world cup, was one of the representatives of !, frank lowy) — (frank
Paths lowy, equivalent, sir frank p lowy) — (sir frank p lowy, was born on, 22 october 1930)

(frank lowy, was one of the representatives of, the bid for the 2022 fifa world cup)

Table 13: Dataset statistics and evaluation scenarios. We evaluate SAGE on three complementary categories: general and
multi-hop QA, practical e-commerce review QA, and long-term agent memory. “Train/Dev/Test” denotes the standard split
when available. For benchmark-only datasets without a conventional supervised training split, we report the total number of

evaluation instances or benchmark scale.

Category Dataset Scale / Split Evidence Source Task Type Key Capabilities Main Metrics
NQ-Open (>;>) 79,168 / 8,757 / 3,610 English Wikipedia Open-domain short-answer Factual retrieval; entity-level EM /F1/ Acc.; Recall@k
General / QA knowledge access; open-domain

Multi-hop QA

PopQA () 14,267 QA pairs Wikidata triples +
Wikipedia page-view
popularity

HotpotQA (=) 90,447 / 7,405 / 7,405 Wikipedia paragraphs; 10-

paragraph distractor setting

answer generation

Entity-centric open-domain Long-tail factual recall; paramet- Acc. / EM; long-tail break-
QA ric vs. non-parametric memory; down

retrieval under entity popularity

shift
Explainable 2-hop QA Bridge-entity recovery; compari- Answer EM/F1; Support

son reasoning; sentence-level sup- EM/F1; Joint EM/F1
porting facts

2WikiMultiHopQA >) 167,454 /12,576 /12,576 Wikipedia + Wikidata; 10 2-4 hop multi-hop QA Reasoning-path recovery; compari- Answer EM/F1; Evidence /
passages per instance son, bridge, and bridge-comparison path recall
reasoning
MuSiQue (=) 19,938 / 2,417 / 2,459 Composed single-hop QA 2-4 hop connected multi-hop Connected reasoning; shortcut- Answer EM/F1; Support /
(24,814 total) over textual passages QA resistant evidence aggregation; evidence recall
multi-hop compositionality
E-commerce . . . . . . . .
Review QA AmazonQA () 923K questlons.; 3.6M an- Amaz_on product reviews, Revmwjt?ased QA .Wlth an- Noisy review retneval_; answ.erable BLEU/ROUGE; answerabil-
swers; 14M reviews; 156K questions, answers, and swerability annotation / unanswerable detection; evidence ity Acc./F1; groundedness
products product metadata synthesis from user-generated re-
views
Long-term LongMemEval () 500 eval. instances per Long multi-session human- Long-term interactive mem- Information extraction; multi- Overall Acc; category-wise
Agent Memory file; S: ~115K tokens / Al chat histories ory QA session  reasoning; temporal Acc.; context tokens; la-
30-40 sessions; M: ~1.5M reasoning; knowledge update; tency
tokens / ~500 sessions; abstention

Oracle: evidence ses-

sions only

HaluMem () Medium: 20 users, 30,073 Synthetic long-term
dialogue rounds, ~160K human-AI interaction
tokens/user, 14,948 histories with memory

memory points, 3,467 points and multi-type
QA pairs; Long: 53,516 questions
rounds, ~1M tokens/user

Operation-level memory hal- Memory extraction; memory up- Extraction R/P/F1; Updat-
lucination benchmark dating; memory QA; hallucination, ing C/H/O; QA C/H/O
omission, and conflict propagation
across memory operations

it under different query conditions, and how to update or suppress
unreliable memories over time.

R Baselines and Metrics

Baselines. We evaluate SAGE against state-of-the-art baselines,
including their combined variants, which are grouped into four
categories:

e Base LLM: GPT-40-mini [17].
o Single-step RAGs: including BM25 [35], Contriever [18], GTR [30],
ColBERTV2 [36], RAPTOR [37], and Proposition [4].

e Graph-enhanced RAGs: including GraphRAG [8], G-Retriever [13],
LightRAG [9], HippoRAG [11], HippoRAG 2 [11], SubgraphRAG [24],
PropRAG [41], and the closely related GFM-RAG [28].

o Multi-step RAGs: IRCoT [39], FLARE [20], and Adaptive-RAG [19].

In particular, IRCoT [39] is a general multi-step reasoning frame-
work that can be integrated with non-iterative retrievers, allowing
both single-step RAG and graph-based methods to conduct multi-
hop reasoning through interleaved retrieval and generation. Ta-
ble ?? presents a comprehensive comparison between all baselines
and SAGE.
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Metrics. To evaluate retrieval quality, we report Recall@2 and
Recall@5 for both retrieved entities and documents, denoted as
R@2/5¢ and R@2/5p, respectively.. For end-to-end QA evaluation,
we use standard metrics, including Exact Match (EM), F1 score,
Precision (P), and Recall (R), in the main experiments to compre-
hensively measure answer correctness and coverage.

Limitations

SAGE treats graph memory as a dynamic substrate for writing,
reading, and self-evolution, but its effectiveness still depends on the
quality of entity extraction, relation writing, source anchoring, and
reader feedback. Errors introduced during graph construction may
propagate to retrieval and final answer generation, especially in
long-term memory settings involving temporal updates, conflicting
user preferences, or sparse evidence. Our experiments show promis-
ing results across multi-hop QA, open-domain retrieval, review-
based QA, and long-term agent-memory benchmarks, but the cur-
rent system still leaves room for improvement on memory updating,
high-coverage extraction, and hallucination control in more realis-
tic deployments. The theoretical analysis also relies on assumptions
such as bounded graph drift, aggregate signal propagation, and
local Lipschitz stability, which provide useful intuition but may
not capture all failure modes of large-scale, noisy, continuously
evolving memory graphs.

Broader Impact

This work may have positive societal impact by improving the reli-
ability and grounding of long-horizon language agents. A structure-
aware and self-evolving memory system can help agents recover
evidence chains from fragmented cues, maintain more consistent
long-term interactions, and reduce unsupported answers in appli-
cations such as knowledge assistance, research support, customer
support, and review-based question answering. At the same time,
long-term agent memory raises important risks. If deployed on
personal or sensitive interaction histories, such systems may store
private information, infer user preferences, preserve outdated or
incorrect memories, or enable profiling and surveillance. Incor-
rect graph writes or retrieval failures may also lead to confidently
grounded but wrong answers. Practical deployments should there-
fore use consent-based data collection, data minimization, access
control, deletion and forgetting mechanisms, provenance tracking,
auditing, and human oversight for high-stakes use cases.

Compute Resources

All experiments were run on a server equipped with 8 NVIDIA
A100 GPUs. The main computational cost of SAGE comes from
graph-memory construction, GFM-based graph propagation, selec-
tor regularization, and entity-to-document projection. Appendix J
analyzes the training and inference complexity in terms of the num-
ber of graph nodes n, edges m, hidden dimension d, propagation
layers L, batch size B, pseudo-queries M, and entity-document links.
In our implementation, structural features and entity-document
indices can be precomputed and cached, while edge-level gates are
computed in chunks to reduce peak GPU memory from O(|E|d)
to O(C.d) for chunk size C,. The dominant inference cost is one
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or a small number of query-conditioned graph propagations fol-
lowed by sparse document projection, making the reader suitable
for repeated evaluation inside the self-evolving writer-reader loop.

Licenses and Existing Assets

This paper uses existing public benchmarks and baselines, includ-
ing NQ-Open, PopQA, HotpotQA, 2WikiMultiHopQA, MuSiQue,
AmazonQA, LongMemEval, HaluMem, BM25, Contriever, GTR, Col-
BERTv2, RAPTOR, GraphRAG, G-Retriever, LightRAG, HippoRAG,
HippoRAG 2, SubgraphRAG, PropRAG, GFM-RAG, IRCoT, FLARE,
and Adaptive-RAG. We cite the original papers or repositories for
these assets and use them only for research evaluation under their
stated licenses and terms of use. We do not redistribute modified
versions of the datasets beyond the preprocessing scripts and in-
structions needed for reproducibility. The released code is intended
for research use and includes documentation for environment setup,
data preparation, training, and evaluation.
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