
Published as a workshop paper at ICLR 2021

UNDERSTANDING DIVERSITY BASED NEURAL NET-
WORK PRUNING IN TEACHER STUDENT SETUP

Rupam Acharyya
Department of Mathematics
University at Buffalo
rupamach@buffalo.edu

Ankani Chattoraj ∗
Department of Brain & Cognitive Science
University of Rochester
achattor@ur.rochester.edu

Boyu Zhang ∗
Department of Computer Science
University of Rochester
bzhang25@u.rochester.edu

Shouman Das
Department of Mathematics
University of Rochester
sdas13@ur.rochester.edu
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ABSTRACT

Despite multitude of empirical advances, there is a lack of theoretical understand-
ing of the effectiveness of different pruning methods. We inspect different pruning
techniques under the statistical mechanics formulation of a teacher-student frame-
work and derive their generalization error (GE) bounds. In the first part, we theo-
retically prove empirical observations of a recent work that showed Determinantal
Point Process (DPP) based node pruning method is notably superior to competing
approaches when tested on real datasets. In the second part, we use our theoretical
setup to prove that the baseline random edge pruning method performs better than
the DPP node pruning method, consistent with the finding in literature that sparse
neural networks (edge pruned) generalize better than dense neural networks (node
pruned) for a fixed number of parameters.

1 INTRODUCTION

Deep neural networks have achieved impressive results in a wide variety of applications such as
classification Krizhevsky et al. (2012); Liu et al. (2017), image processing Litjens et al. (2017);
Badrinarayanan et al. (2017), natural language processing Devlin et al. (2018); Deng & Liu (2018);
Socher et al. (2013), etc. Most of these networks use millions of parameters which makes inference
computationally expensive and memory intensive Devlin et al. (2018). To address this, researchers
explore pruning techniques with the primary goal of comparing performance on real datasets. The
broad scientific paradigm explored by most pruning techniques is to empirically and heuristically de-
termine either how to prune a network or what to prune in a network (sometimes both). In this work,
we take a step towards theoretical understanding of these two prime aspects of pruning methods.

We compare the quality of different pruning methods for feedforward neural networks under the
teacher-student framework Saad & Solla (1995a;b; 1997); Goldt et al. (2019) in the thermody-
namic limit (input dimension goes to infinity) using generalization error bounds (GE), a theoretical
measure of performance of machine learning models on unseen test data Vapnik (1999). A fairly
recent work by Mariet & Sra (2016) empirically investigates a Determinantal Point Process (DPP)
based node pruning technique Macchi (1975); Kulesza et al. (2012). In the first part, we provide
theoretical guarantees for their empirical observations thereby taking a step towards theoretical un-
derstanding of the question: how to prune? A very recent review Blalock et al. (2020) discusses
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Table 1: Different pruning methods and notations for their GE. Here f denotes the pruned student
network. u.a.r. and w.p. stand for uniformly at random and with probability respectively.

Pruning Method Procedure Retained GE without GE with
Parameters reweighting reweighting

Random Node Keep kn nodes u.a.r. kn hidden nodes εRand Node
kn

(f) ε̂Rand Node
kn

(f)

Importance Node He et al. (2014) kn hidden nodes εImp Node
kn

(f) ε̂Imp Node
kn

(f)

DPP Node see Section A kn hidden nodes εDPP Node
kn

(f) ε̂DPP Node
kn

(f)

Random Edge Keep an edge w.p. c ke incoming edges εRand Edge
ke

(f) ε̂Rand Edge
ke

(f)
for each hidden node per hidden node

empirical results across several papers (81 research articles) to conclude that sparse models ob-
tained after edge/connection (used interchangeably) pruning outperforms dense ones obtained after
node pruning for a fixed number of parameters. In the second part, we extend our theoretical setup
and compare node and edge pruning techniques thereby addressing the question: what to prune?

2 ONLINE LEARNING IN TEACHER-STUDENT SETUP GOLDT ET AL. (2019):

We use a two-layer perceptron which has N input units, M hidden units and 1 output unit as the
teacher network to generate labels for i.i.d Gaussian input, xt = (xt1, . . . , x

t
N ) where xti ∈ N (0, 1)

∀i ∈ {1, . . . , N}. Let θ∗ = {w∗(∈ RM×N ), v∗ ∈ RM} denote the fixed parameters of the teacher
network. The label yt of the input xt (t = 1, 2, . . .) is given as, yt =

∑M
m=1 v

∗
mg
(
w∗

mxt

√
N

)
+ σζt,

where ζt ∼ N (0, 1) is the output noise, and g is the sigmoid activation function. The input and
teacher generated labels ({(x1, y1), . . .}) are used to train a two-layer student network with N input
units, K hidden units (K ≥ M ) and 1 output unit using online SGD learning method. We consider

the quadratic training loss, i.e., L(θ) = 1
2

[∑K
k=1 vkg

(
wkx

t
√
N

)
− yt

]2
, where θ = {w,v} denotes

the parameter of the student network. Goldt et al. (2019) showed that GE ε(f) (expected error on
the unseen data, for details see S31 of Goldt et al. (2019)) for the overparameterized student network
is a function of the order parameters, which are Qik =

wT
i wk

N , Rin =
wT

i w
∗
n

N , Rmn =
w∗T

m w∗
n

N .
Intuitively, these order parameters measure the similarities between and within the hidden nodes of
teacher and student networks.

All the assumptions of this setup are stated in the Appendix B.

3 NEURAL NETWORK PRUNING IN TEACHER STUDENT SETUP

In this work we consider three node pruning methods and one baseline edge pruning method (DPP,
random and importance node pruning and random edge pruning, see Table 1 for notations). We
first prune the overparameterized student network using these various pruning methods. We then
compare the performance of the pruned student networks by analyzing their GE bounds following
Goldt et al. (2019) (concept explained in Figure 1). For node and edge pruning comparison, we
choose the parameters kn and ke (see Table 1) such that the total number of parameters of the
networks remain same, i.e.,

kn
K

= lim
N→∞

ke
N

= c, (1)

where c ∈ [0, 1] is a constant.

3.1 COMPARING NODE PRUNING METHODS

Following Goldt et al. (2019) we observe that the fully trained student network achieves 0 GE when
there is no added output noise in the teacher network (see Sec. 2). However, the GE of the pruned
network increases due to underparameterization. We theoretically show that this increment in GE
due to DPP node pruning is less than that for random and importance node pruning methods. This
justifies the empirical findings of Mariet & Sra (2016). Our result is formalized in Threorem 1.
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Figure 1: (A) Two layer teacher-student framework: A teacher neural network with 3 hidden nodes
(left) and a student network with 6 hidden nodes (right). Input data (i.i.d) along with its label
generated by teacher network are fed to student network to predict. (B) Intuitive example for 3 types
of pruning on student network. For kn = 2, random node pruning might only be able to explain
1 teacher hidden node, whereas DPP node pruning will always retain (partial) information about 2
teacher hidden nodes, hence preforms better. Random edge pruning retains sparse information about
all 3 teacher nodes which is enough to outperform DPP node pruning. All notations follow Table 1

Theorem 1. Assume (A1)− (A7) (see Appendix B). Then for kn ≤M we have,

Ef
[
εRand Nodekn (f)

]
≥ εDPP Node

kn (f) and Ef
[
ε̂Rand Nodekn (f)

]
≥ ε̂DPP Node

kn (f) (2)

and, εImp Nodekn
(f) ≥ ε̂DPP Node

kn (f), (3)

i.e., DPP node pruning outperforms random node pruning in the above setup. Here the expectation
is taken over the the subsets of hidden nodes of size kn chosen u.a.r (see Table 1 for the notations).

Proof Idea of Theorem 1: From Goldt et al. (2019) we notice that in the overparameterized setting
(i.e., K > M ), multiple student hidden nodes learn a single teacher hidden node. This results in an
equivalence relation over the set of student hidden nodes. As a consequence, the order parameters
denoting the correlation among the student and teacher hidden nodes have block structure where
each block corresponds to the set of student hidden nodes which learn the same teacher hidden node
(see Figure 3 in Appendix). We first observe that the expected kernel of the DPP node pruning is
same as the order parameterQ and hence block diagonal. Then, using property of DPP, we prove the
DPP pruning method will retain a subset of student hidden nodes with at most 1 hidden node from
each block when kn ≤ M . However, in random and importance node pruning, two student nodes
from the same block may survive after pruning with non-zero probability. Hence, more teacher
nodes may remain unexplained by the student network after random or importance node pruning,
resulting in increased GE (details in Appendix C).

3.2 COMPARING NODE AND EDGE PRUNING METHODS

In random edge pruning method, for each student hidden node, an incoming edge is kept with
probability c = lim

N→∞
ke
N . Majority of empirical studies throughout literature use random edge or

node pruning as a baseline for empirical comparison (see papers in Blalock et al. (2020)) making
it an obvious candidate for our theoretical comparisons as well. It has been shown empirically
by Mariet & Sra (2016) and theoretically by us that DPP node pruning is an above baseline node
pruning method. In this section we show that baseline random edge pruning outperforms DPP node
pruning which is consistent with the empirical observations that sparse models outperform dense
models (section 3.2 of Blalock et al. (2020)). Specifically, here we show that GE after random edge
pruning is less than GE after DPP node pruning which is formalized below.

Theorem 2. Assume (A1)−(A7) (see Appendix B). Let kn and c satisfy equation 1, and 0 ≤ c ≤ 1
Z

and Z(= K
M ) ≥ 4. Then εDPP Node

kn (f) ≥ εRand Edgec (E [f ]) , (4)
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A B

Figure 2: (A) Simulation results comparing node pruning methods in teacher student setup with
M = 2 and K = 6. DPP Node pruning performs better than importance and random node pruning
which is consitent with Theorem 1 and empirical results from Mariet & Sra (2016). (B) Baseline
random edge pruning beats DPP node pruning (Theorem 2) with M = 5 and K = 20.

i.e., Random edge pruning outperforms DPP node pruning in the above setup.

Proof Idea of Theorem 2: When kn ≤ M , node pruned student network leaves at least (M − kn)
teacher nodes unexplained, whereas after random edge pruning, student network can retain at least
partial information about every teacher node (see Figure 1 (B)). After a pruning routine, the sum of
partial information about all teacher nodes in an edge pruned student network dominates the sum of
information for the explained subset of teacher nodes in a node pruned student network.

4 SIMULATIONS

We run the DPP node, random edge/node, and importance node pruning simulations under the
teacher-student setup. For all the simulations, we sampled the 800000 i.i.d input samples from
N (0, 1) as training data and 80000 as testing data. Following notations from Section 2, we set
M = 2, K = 6, N = 500, and v∗ = 4. The first layer teacher network weights w∗ and all the stu-
dent network parameters θ = {w,v} were drawn independently from N (0, 1) as initialization. We
choose learning rate η = 0.50, and it is scaled to η√

N
for w and η

N for v. We run the simulations for
both noiseless (σ = 0 in Sec. 2) and noisy (σ = 0.25) output labels. For comparisons between node
and edge pruning, we use the node-to-edge ratio [1 : 83, 2 : 166, 3 : 250, 4 : 333, 5 : 417, 6 : 500]
to keep the number of parameters the same, given N = 500, K = 6, and M = 2. In addition,
we run the same simulation with K = 5 and M = 20 to compare random Edge Pruning with DPP
node pruning. We observe that 1) DPP node pruning outperforms random and importance node in
both noisy and noiseless case (see Figure 2A), which confirms Theorem 1. 2) Random edge pruning
is better than DPP node pruning for c ≤ 1

Z (= 0.25) with Z = 4 and M = 5 in both noisy and
noiseless cases (see Figure 2B), validating Theorem 2.

5 DISCUSSION AND FUTURE WORK

All our theoretical results have been proved on single hidden layer neural networks which gives
future scope of extending them to multiple hidden layer networks. Throughout this work, we focus
only on pruning methods in which a feedforward pre-trained neural network is pruned once without
retraining. We choose this class because it is feasible to make theoretical comparisons with closed
form solutions of GE. The various existing pruning methods can be broadly subsumed into a couple
of categories Blalock et al. (2020), mainly governed by the principles of pruning heuristics. First
category is the magnitude-based approaches which are not only good and common baselines in the
literature but they also give comparable performance to other methods such as the gradient-based
methods Lee et al. (2019); Yu et al. (2018); Blalock et al. (2020). Another category is the random
pruning which serves as an useful baseline for showing superior performance of any other pruning
technique. We hence show all our theoretical results w.r.t these two categories. We do not focus on
any specific algorithm within these categories but explore the general concept for theoretical results.
Any specific algorithm based theoretical understanding can also be an extension of this work.
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A DETERMINANTAL POINT PROCESS (DPP)

DPP Macchi (1975) is a probability distribution over power set of a ground set G, here finite. DPP
is a special case of negatively associated distributions Joag-Dev et al. (1983) which assigns higher
probability mass on diverse subsets. Formally, a DPP with a marginal kernel L (∈ R|G|×|G|) is:
P[Y = Y ] = det(LY )

det(L+I) , where Y ⊆ G and LY is the principal submatrix defined by the indices of
Y . We use k-DPP to denote the probability distribution over subsets of fixed size k.

Remark: DIVNET denotes DPP node pruning with reweighting as in Mariet & Sra (2016).

B ASSUMPTIONS

Our theoretical results assume Goldt et al. (2019):

(A1) If x = (x1, . . . , xN ) is an input then xi ∈ N (0, 1). Also, N →∞.
(A2) Both the teacher and the student networks have only one hidden layer.
(A3) K ≥M and K = Z ·M where Z ∈ Z+.

(A4) The activation in the hidden layer is sigmoidal for both teacher and student network.
(A5) The output ∈ R (i.e., regression problem).
(A6) The order parameters (see section 2) satisfy the ansatz as in (S58) - (S60) of Goldt et al.

(2019).
(A7) No noise is added to the labels generated by the teacher network, i.e., σ = 0 in Section A.

With the above assumptions, authors of Goldt et al. (2019) gave a closed form of the GE as follows:

εg = f1(Q) + f2(T )− f3(R,Q, T ) (5)

where,

f1(Q) =
1

π

∑

i,k

vivk arcsin
Qik√

1 +Qii
√
1 +Qkk

(6)

f2(T ) =
1

π

∑

n,m

v∗nv
∗
m arcsin

Tnm√
1 + Tnn

√
1 + Tmm

(7)

f3(R,Q, T ) =
2

π

∑

i,n

viv
∗
n arcsin

Rin√
1 +Qii

√
1 + Tnn

(8)

where Q,R, T are the order parameters as defined in main text. We also have the assumption
equation 1 about the relation between number of edges and nodes kept after pruning.

C PROPERTIES OF DPP KERNEL

In main text we see that each node in the hidden layer of a student network carries certain amount
of information about the training data and it is captured in a vector form. We create an information
matrix by accumulating the information vectors of these hidden nodes. For simplicity of theoretical
analysis, we have considered the kernel as the inner product of the information matrix. In the
thermodynamic limit, the inner product is divided by the input dimension. Formally, if hi and hj
are the information at ith hidden node and jth hidden node respectively, then

Lij =
1

N

1

n
hTi hj

6
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Figure 3: Order parameters and the kernel of DPP node pruning in teacher student setup withM = 2
and K = 6. (A) Kernel of the DPP mode pruning. (B) Order parameters Q and R. Q is same as the
kernel in (A). (C) Order parameters after DPP node pruning with kn = 2. DPP keeps exactly one
node from each block. (D) Order parameters after random node pruning with kn = 2. Two nodes
from same block may survive.

where n is the total number of training examples. It can be seen that the analysis for the kernel
defined in main text is similar. Note that all analyses are for the student network trying learn from
the teacher network. Refer to main text for details of notations.

Lemma 1. Assume (A1) - (A7). Then the expected kernel of DPP Node for the hidden layer is the
order parameter Q.

Proof of Lemma 1. For the two-layer teacher-student setup, the hidden layer gets information
(h1, . . . ,hK) from the input layer, where hi = (hi1, . . . , hin) and hij(= tTj wi) is the informa-
tion at ith hidden node on jth input data (tj). Hence,

hTi hj =

n∑

k=1

hikhjk =

n∑

k=1

tTkwi · tTkwj =

n∑

k=1

wT
i tk · tTkwj =

n∑

k=1

wT
i (tkt

T
k )wj

But for the given input distribution (i.i.d. Gaussian), E[tktTk ] = IN×N . Hence, lim
N→∞ E[Lij ] =

lim
N→∞ E[ 1N

1
nh

T
i hj ] = lim

N→∞
1
NwT

i wj = Qij , and we have the lemma.

From Goldt et al. (2019) we know that Q is a block diagonal matrix where each “block” (or
“group” used interchangeably henceforth) refers to the set of student hidden nodes that represent
(explian/learn) one particular teacher hidden node.

D PROOF OF THE THEOREMS

D.1 REQUIRED LEMMAS

We use the following lemmas to prove the main theorems.

Lemma 2. Assume (A1)−(A7). Let kn ≤M nodes are selected by the DPP Node pruning method,

εDPPNodekn (f) = (v∗)2
[
kn
6

(
1− 1

Z

)2

+
M − kn

6

]
(9)

and
ε̂DPPNodekn (f) = (M − kn)×

(v∗)2

6
. (10)

Lemma 3. Assume (A1)-(A7). Let t1, . . . , tM denote the teacher hidden nodes and l1, . . . , lM de-
note the number of student hidden nodes in a node pruned network which learnt the corresponding
teacher node. If

∑M
m=1 lm ≤M, then the GE of this node pruned network is,

(v∗)2

6

[
M∑

m=1

(
1− lm

Z

)2
]
.
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Lemma 4. Assume (A1) − (A7). Consider the random edge pruning method with parameter
lim
N→∞

ke
N = c (here c is a constant between 0 and 1). Then the GE εRand Edgec (E [f ]) is,

M(v∗)2

π

[
1

Z
arcsin

c

1 + c
+

(
1− 1

Z

)
arcsin

c2

1 + c

+
π

6
− 2 arcsin

c√
2(1 + c)

]
.

(11)

Lemma 5. Let v∗ denotes the weight of the second layer of the teacher network and {v1, · · · , vK}
be the weights of the student network after convergence. Then in the noiseless case for all n we
have, v∗ =

∑
i∈Gn

vi.

D.2 PROOF OF THE THOREMS

Proof of Theorem 1. Now, we will prove Theorem 1. We will show, for any network pruned by
Random Node, the GE is more than the expected GE of DPP Node pruning. Recall the randomly
pruned network f discussed in the beginning of the proof. From Lemma 3 we can see that for node
pruning the GE only depends on the number of nodes survived in each block. From equation 16 we
have,

εRand Nodekn (f) =
(v∗)2

6

[
prn∑

i=1

(
1− li

Z

)2
]
+

(M − prn)(v∗)2
6

=
(M − kn)(v∗)2

6
+

prn∑

i=1

[
(li − 1)

(v∗)2

6
+

(v∗)2

6

(
1− li

Z

)2
]

≥ (M − kn)(v∗)2
6

+

prn∑

i=1

li
(v∗)2

6

(
1− 1

Z

)2

(12)

=
(M − kn)(v∗)2

6
+ l

(v∗)2

6

(
1− 1

Z

)2

= εDPP Node
kn (f)

where equation 12 follows from the inequality below:

(li − 1)
(v∗)2

6
+

(v∗)2

6

(
1− li

Z

)2

= li
(v∗)2

6

[
1 +

1

Z2
− 2

Z

]
≥ li

(v∗)2

6

(
1− 1

Z

)2

which proves the first part of Theorem 1. The proof for the reweighted network is similar.

In case of importance node pruning, the nodes with lowest absolute value of outgoing edges are
dropped. Following Goldt et al. (2019) the outgoing weights of all the hidden teacher nodes are
equal (we call it v∗). Also, from Lemma 5 we see that the sum of the weights of the outgoing edges
of the student nodes which learn the same teacher node add up to the outgoing edge weight of the
corresponding teacher hidden node. Moreover, we assume the ansatz vi = vj when i, j ∈ Gn,
where Gn denotes the set of student nodes which learn the same teacher node tn. Hence, we can
see that all the outgoing edges are approximately similar. We also verify this fact experimentally.
Therefore, this defines an approximately uniform distribution on the set of hidden nodes. Hence,
this is almost same as random node pruning and so the result follows from Theorem 1.

Proof of Theorem 2. Lemma 2 and 4 provide the closed form of the GE after DPP node pruning and
random node pruning respectively. Using this closed form we plot εDPP Node

kn
(f)−εRand edgec (f) in

Figure 4 A. Here kn and c satisfy equation 1, i.e., parameter count is same after two kinds of pruning.
We can see for Z ≥ 4 this value is ≥ 0 given 0 ≤ c ≤ 1.0/Z, which proves the theorem.

Remark 1. Our results hold for Z ≥ 4, where Z is the number of student nodes which learn the
same teacher node. This is because in DPP node pruning at most 1 student node survives per group.
As a result for larger Z the lost information per group is higher (in the scale of

(
1− 1

Z

)2
).
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Figure 4: (A) Difference between the GE of DPP node pruning and Random edge pruning for
4 ≥ Z ≥ 30. The matrix consist of only nonzero entries which proves that random edge pruning
performs better than DPP node pruning when parameter count is same. (B) Difference between
the GE of DPP node pruning with reweighting and Random edge pruning with reweighting for
4 ≥ Z ≥ 30. The matrix consist of only negative entries which proves that random edge pruning
can never perform better than DPP node pruning when reweighting is applied in the second layer.

Next we state the impossibility result as discussed inmain text. We will show that, no reweighting
scheme in the second layer for random edge pruning which is based on scaling can beat DPP node
pruning after reweighting. Formally we have the following:

Theorem 3. Assume (A1) − (A7). Let kn and c satisfy equation 1, and 0 ≤ c ≤ 1
Z and Z ≥ 4.

Assume the reweighting scheme for random edge in second layer such that, v̂i = Avi. Then ∀A ∈ R
we have,

ε̂DPP Node
kn (f) ≤ ε̂Rand Edgec (E [f ]) (13)

Proof of Theorem 3. From Lemma 2 we know that the GE after rewighting the DPP node pruned
network is

(v∗)2

6
(M − kn) =

M(v∗)2

6
(1− Zc) (14)

where c satisfies equation 1. Now for the given reweighting scheme in the hypothesis the GE for
random edge pruning will be,

M(v∗)2

π

[
A2

(
1

Z
arcsin

c

1 + c
+

(
1− 1

Z

)
arcsin

c2

1 + c

)
+
π

6
− 2A arcsin

c√
2(1 + c)

]
(15)

equation 15 can be viewed as a quadratic equation of A whose minimum correspond to the best
reweighting scheme in the scaling family. In Figure 4 B we compare this minimum with equation 14.
Formally we plotted ε̂DPP Node

kn
(f) − ε̂Rand Edgec (E [f ]) . It can be seen that this value is −ve for

all 0 ≤ c ≤ 1
Z , which implies GE of reweighted DPP node pruned network is always lower than

reweighted random edge pruned network.

E PROOF OF LEMMAS

Proof of Lemma 2. Let HR =
{
hi1 , . . . , hikn

}
be the set of selected nodes by DPP Node pruning

method. Recall from Goldt et al. (2019) that every student hidden node specializes in learning a
teacher node. Denote t(h) to be the teacher node learnt by h. Sm ⊆ HR be the set of selected hidden
nodes of the pruned network which learnt the mth teacher node , i.e., Sm = {h ∈ HR|t(h) = tm}
(tm is the mth teacher node). Hence, prn = |{1(|Sm| > 0)|1 ≤ m ≤M}| is the number of teacher
nodes explained by the pruned network and W.L.O.G. we can assume that t1, . . . , tprn are those set
of teacher nodes. Let l1, . . . , lprn be the number of student nodes in the pruned network which learn
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the corresponding teacher node. Note that,
∑prn
i=1 li = kn and li ≤ Z (where Z is the number of

student nodes dedicated to learn a single teacher node in the unpruned network) for all i. Applying
Lemma 3 directly we can see that the GE for the pruned network is

(v∗)2

6

[
prn∑

i=1

(
1− li

Z

)2
]
+

(M − prn)(v∗)2
6

(16)

The first part of equation 16 is the GE for the group whose corresponding teacher node is partially
explained and the second part accounts for the GE due to unexplained teacher nodes (number of
such teacher nodes are M −prn). From Lemma 1 we know that the expected kernel matrix for DPP
Node pruning is the order parameter Q and it becomes a block diagonal matrix after the training
converges, where size of each block is Z (which is also the number of student nodes dedicated to
learn a single teacher node in the unpruned network). Because of the block diagonal property of the
DPP kernel matrix, at most 1 student hidden node will be chosen from each block, i.e., li = 1 ∀i.
Hence, prn = kn. From Lemma 3 we can see that the GE of node pruned network only depends
on the number of student node survived in each block after pruning, and, for DPP node pruning, it
is always 1 (given kn ≤ M ). This is why there is no expectation in the GE term. So for DPP node
pruning the GE is,

εDPP Node
kn (f) = (v∗)2

[
kn
6

(
1− 1

Z

)2

+
M − kn

6

]
.

Each of the kn student nodes in the pruned network learns a different teacher node. Consider one
such teacher node and call it ti. In the unpruned network, there are Z student hidden nodes which
learn a single teacher node ti, only one of which survives after DPP node pruning. The first part
of the error is due to the removal of student nodes (Z − 1 student nodes for each ti). However,
these errors can be retrieved by reweighting the survived student node. On the contrary, there are
M − kn teacher nodes which don’t have any representative (some student hidden node from the set
of student nodes which specialized in this particular teacher node) in the pruned network. And the
error (second part of the GE) due to those nodes can not be retrieved even after reweighting. Hence,
the GE after reweighting becomes,

(M − kn)×
(v∗)2

6

Thus, we have the lemma 2.

Proof of Lemma 3. Let G1, . . . , GM be the subsets of student nodes such that all student nodes in
Gm learn the mth teacher node. From the assumption we have, |Gm| = Z for all m. After pruning,
a subset Pm ⊆ Gm is chosen, and |Pm| = lm. Denote the order parameters of the pruned network
as Q′, R′, T ′. For node pruning we can see that

Q′ik =

{
Qik if ∃m s.t. hi ∈ Pm and hk ∈ Pm
0 otherwise

Also, for the unpruned network we have

Qik =

{
1 if ∃m s.t. hi ∈ Gm and hk ∈ Gm
0 otherwise

Now from equation 5 we can break down the GE into three parts. From equation 6, equation 7 and
equation 8 we have,.

f1(Q
′) =

1

π

∑

i,k

vivk arcsin
Q′ik√

1 +Q′ii
√
1 +Q′kk

=
1

π

M∑

n=1

∑

i,k∈Pn

vivk arcsin
1

2
, (17)

=
(v∗)2

6

M∑

n=1

(
li
Z

)2

(18)
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equation 17 follows from the fact that hi and hk belong to the same group Gn. So we have,

Q′ik√
1 +Q′ii

√
1 +Q′kk

=
1√
2
√
2
=

1

2

We can also see that equation 18 follows from Lemma 5 and the ansatz vi = vj when i, j ∈ Gn.
The order parameters Tnm doesn’t change after pruning, and so we have,

f2(T
′) =

1

π

∑

n,m

v∗nv
∗
m arcsin

Tnm√
1 + Tnn

√
1 + Tmm

=
1

6

M∑

n=1

(v∗)2 (19)

And similarly,

f3(R
′, Q′, T ′) =

2

π

∑

i,n

viv
∗
n arcsin

R′in√
1 +Q′ii

√
1 + T ′nn

=
2

6

M∑

n=1

v∗n
∑

i∈Pn

vi. (20)

Then from equation 18,equation 19 and equation 20 the GE of node pruning is,

(v∗)2

6

[
M∑

m=1

(
1− lm

Z

)2
]
. (21)

Hence we have the lemma.

Intuitively, this lemma states that for teacher hidden node tn if ln student hidden nodes survive after
node pruning, then the fraction of information lost due to the deletion of nodes is 1 − ln

Z , where Z
is the number of student nodes learn a particular teacher node in the unpruned network.

Proof of Lemma 5. From (S36) of Goldt et al. (2019) we have,

dvi
dt

= ηv



M∑

n=1

v∗nI2(i, n)−
K∑

j=1

vjI2(i, j)


 = ηv arcsin

1

2


v∗ −

∑

j∈Gn

vj




Hence, a fixed point (in terms of vi’s) of the ODE is,

{(v1, . . . , vK)|
∑

i∈Gn

vi = v∗,∀1 ≤ n ≤M)}

Intuitively, this lemma states that the sum of the outgoing edges of the student hidden nodes which
learn a particular teacher hidden node is approximately equal to the weight of the outgoing edge of
that teacher hidden node.

Lemma 6. Let Q,R, T are the order parameters of the unpruned network, and Q′, R′, T ′ are the
respective order parameters after applying the Random Edge pruning where c fraction of the edges
are kept. Then we have 1) E[Q′ik] = cQik if i = k and c2Qik otherwise , 2) E[R′st] = cRst and 3)
T ′mn = Tmn.

Proof. Follows directly from the pruning procedure.

Intuitively, this lemma states that the order parameters of the pruned network using random edge
pruning is a scaled version of the order parameters of the unpruned networks. However, the scaling
of diagonal elements are different from that of off-diagonal elements.

Proof of Lemma 4. In this theorem, we will give the GE of the expected network pruned by the
Random Edge method. Pruning is performed on the edges between input layer and the hidden layer.
Hence, the order parameter changes. From Lemma 6, we have the order parameters of the expected

11
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network (call theseQ′, R′, T ′). However, the weights of the second layer remain unchanged. Putting
these values in equation 6, equation 7 and equation 8 we have,

f1(Q
′) =

1

π

∑

i,k

vivk arcsin
Q′ik√

1 +Q′ii
√

1 +Q′kk

=
M(v∗)2

π
arcsin

c2

1 + c
+
M(v∗)2

Zπ

[
arcsin

c

1 + c
− arcsin

c2

1 + c

]
(22)

and,

f3(R
′, Q′, T ′) =

2

π

∑

i,n

viv
∗
n arcsin

R′in√
1 +Q′ii

√
1 + T ′nn

=
2M(v∗)2

π
arcsin

c√
2(1 + c)

(23)

Therefore, the GE of the expected network after Random Edge pruning is,

M(v∗)2

π

[
arcsin

c2

1 + c
+
π

6
− 2 arcsin

c√
2(1 + c)

]
+
M(v∗)2

Zπ

[
arcsin

c

1 + c
− arcsin

c2

1 + c

]

This proves the first part of the theorem.
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