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ABSTRACT

Multimodal foundation models such as CLIP have significantly advanced vision-
language understanding yet face persistent challenges including coarse semantic
alignment, high computational overhead, and sensitivity to noisy inputs. This pa-
per introduces InfoCLIP++, an integrated framework addressing these limitations
through three synergistic components: multi-granular alignment using constrained
optimal transport for pixel-level details and Random-Feature HGR correlation for
patch-level and global semantics, differentiable adaptive routing for token and
modality pruning via entropy-gradient criteria, and hardware-aware optimization
with quantized random feature projections for efficient deployment. The model is
trained end-to-end with a composite objective combining alignment losses, con-
trastive learning, and sparsity regularization. Extensive evaluations demonstrate
consistent and significant improvements: 84.3% zero-shot accuracy on ImageNet-
1K, representing an 8.1% gain over CLIP, 74.5% R@1 on COCO cross-modal
retrieval with a 16.1% improvement, and a Noise Robustness Score of 0.90 on
ImageNet-C. Computationally, InfoCLIP++ reduces FLOPs by 87% and achieves
a 6.8 x speedup on FPGA platforms, establishing it as an efficient and robust foun-
dation for resource-constrained multimodal intelligence.

1 INTRODUCTION

Multimodal foundation models have revolutionized cross-domain understanding by jointly learning
from vision and language at scale. CLIP|Radford et al.|(2021) pioneered large-scale contrastive pre-
training that enables strong zero-shot transfer through shared image-text embedding spaces. As these
models transition toward practical deployment, three fundamental limitations hinder their reliability
and efficiency, particularly under high resolution, limited compute, or noisy inputs.

Coarse-grained semantic alignment across scales. Most CLIP-style models rely primarily on
global similarity measures, which prove insufficient for capturing the hierarchical structure of vi-
sual semantics required by demanding applications. Real-world scenarios such as medical imaging
Chen et al.[(2025)) and remote sensing demand consistent alignment spanning local details (texture
patterns, edges), mid-level structures (anatomical regions, object parts), and global context (organ
systems, scene semantics). Without explicit multi-scale mechanisms, models often miss fine-grained
cues like subtle lesion boundaries or overfit to spurious global context.

Computational inefficiency for high-resolution inputs. Operations that couple all visual tokens
with all text tokens exhibit quadratic complexity that becomes prohibitive for practical deployment.
Processing 4K medical images (approximately 8.3 million pixels) with lengthy clinical reports re-
quires careful algorithmic structuring to remain tractable [Kolesnikov et al.|(2020)). While efficiency
techniques like linearized attention reduce costs (Choromanski et al.| (2021), they often weaken the
nonlinear dependencies essential for semantic-rich alignment.

Sensitivity to noise and redundancy in real-world data. Practical applications frequently en-
counter artifacts, occlusions, modality-specific noise, and irrelevant content that degrade model
performance. CLIP’s fixed fusion strategy lacks adaptive mechanisms to handle such imperfec-
tions, leading to significant performance degradation in critical domains like medical imaging and
emergency response Huang et al| (2025). Existing pruning approaches demonstrate an inherent
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trade-off, either retaining noisy elements or discarding semantically important content due to non-
differentiable operations or heuristic scoring.

To address these interconnected challenges, the proposed InfoCLIP++ framework synergistically
integrates multi-granular alignment with adaptive efficiency optimization through principled design
choices that build upon three key research directions while addressing their individual limitations.

Hierarchical semantic alignment employs mathematically grounded formulations to overcome the
limitation of global alignment methods like ALIGN Jia et al.| (2021) and SigLIP Zhai et al.| (2023)),
which neglect fine-grained semantics essential for detailed understanding. The proposed parallel
multi-scale mechanism simultaneously models relationships at pixel, patch, and global levels us-
ing constrained optimal transport for pixel-level matching and Random-Feature HGR (RF-HGR)
correlation for patch-level and global semantic alignment.

Adaptive computational efficiency addresses limitations of traditional approaches like Linformer
Wang et al.| (2020), which often degrade alignment quality through over-aggressive approximations.
The framework incorporates a novel differentiable adaptive routing mechanism that dynamically
allocates computational resources based on semantic importance, preserving critical features while
pruning redundant elements in an end-to-end trainable manner.

Hardware-conscious optimization with cross-platform deployment maintains multimodal align-
ment quality through hardware-aware approximations optimized for diverse deployment scenar-
ios, unlike edge-focused models such as MobileCLIP Vasu et al.| (2024) that prioritize unimodal
efficiency. The framework includes specific optimizations for both GPU clusters and resource-
constrained edge devices, with particular attention to FPGA implementation through quantized op-
erations and pipelined execution.

The proposed framework complements and extends several research directions in multimodal learn-
ing. While global contrastive pretraining approaches like ALIGN and SigLIP strengthen overall
alignment, they lack explicit multi-scale consistency mechanisms. Fine-grained alignment methods
including ALBEF Li et al.|(2021), BLIP|Li et al.| (2022}, BLIP-2 [Li et al.|(2023), and recent vision-
language models such as FLAIR [Xiao et al.| (2025)), X-Decoder |Zou et al.| (2023a)), and SEEM |Zou
et al.| (2023b) improve cross-modal grounding but typically incur higher inference costs or require
extensive fine-tuning. Efficiency-focused approaches like MobileCLIP and TinyCLIP [Wu et al.
(2023) emphasize speed and size while retaining primarily global objectives. Dynamic pruning
methods for vision-language transformers, exemplified by MADTP |Cao et al.| (2024), reduce com-
putational cost but face training stability challenges when gating mechanisms lack differentiability
or alignment awareness.

InfoCLIP++ makes four key contributions that collectively advance the state of multimodal learn-
ing:

Parallel multi-granular alignment framework. The proposed approach couples constrained
entropy-regularized optimal transport at the pixel level with RF-HGR correlation at patch and global
levels. All three scales operate in parallel, with losses computed concurrently and fused, ensuring
local-to-global semantic consistency without serial bottlenecks. Windowed processing reduces per-
instance complexity from O(Ng N;) to O(K N, N;) while preserving boundary coherence.

Differentiable adaptive routing with alignment awareness. A novel pruning mechanism lever-
ages Gumbel-Sigmoid gates trained end-to-end, with token and modality scores blending cross-
modal agreement, gradient-based importance, and noise-aware saliency. This approach improves
robustness to noisy inputs while reducing computational cost without suppressing semantically im-
portant content.

Hardware-aware RF-HGR approximation. The framework employs random-feature HGR as
a bounded estimator of nonlinear dependence, implementable with tensor core optimizations and
amenable to quantization and pipelining on FPGA platforms. Comprehensive stage-wise FLOP and
latency analysis provides transparent accounting of efficiency gains.

Composite optimization with scheduled weighting. A carefully designed objective function com-
bines pixel-level optimal transport, patch-level and global RF-HGR correlation, contrastive learning,
and sparsity regularization with staged weight scheduling. The approach ensures balanced optimiza-
tion across alignment quality, computational efficiency, and noise robustness.
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2 METHODOLOGY

InfoCLIP++ addresses three fundamental limi-
tations in multimodal learning through an inte-
grated framework: (1) coarse semantic align-
ment across granularities, (2) high computa-
tional complexity for high-resolution inputs,
and (3) sensitivity to noisy inputs. The frame-
work comprises four synergistic components:
Scalable Multi-Granular Alignment operating
across pixel, patch, and global scales; Differen-
tiable Adaptive Routing for dynamic resource
allocation; Hardware-Aware Optimization for
efficient deployment; and Composite Objective
Optimization for balanced training. FigureT]il-
lustrates the architecture, which processes vi-

sual and textual inputs through parallel path- e
ways while maintaining end-to-end differentia- -
bility and deployment efficiency. Cj
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2.1 SCALABLE [
MULTI-GRANULAR ALIGNMENT

The multi-granular alignment module bridges Figure 1: Architecture of InfoCLIP++, featur-
visual-textual semantic gaps across three com- ing multi-granular alignment: pixel-level (con-
plementary scales operating in parallel. This strained OT), patch/global-level (RF-HGR), and
para]]e] design avoids computationa] bottle- differentiable adaptive routing (DAR) All losses
necks while ensuring comprehensive semantic ~are integrated via a composite objective function.
coverage from local details to global context.

2.1.1 CONSTRAINED OPTIMAL
TRANSPORT FOR PIXEL-LEVEL ALIGNMENT

Pixel-level alignment establishes fine-grained correspondences between structural visual features
and textual embeddings. The approach addresses the computational infeasibility of full-image opti-
mal transport for high-resolution inputs through windowed processing with proper constraints.

Structural feature extraction utilizes semantically meaningful representations rather than raw RGB

. N, . - .
values. Visual features X = {x; € R}, are extracted using a combination of convolutional
features and gradient information:

f; = concat[conv (1) 1., Sobel(]) (4,w)] € R% %, = W,f; e R¢ (1)

where W, € R% X4 is a learnable projection matrix. Textual inputs are tokenized and projected to
matching dimensions through W; € R%*?, yielding Y = {y; € R4} .

Overlapping window partitioning reduces the optimal transport problem scale. A window size of
M x M with stride S = |M/4] ensures boundary consistency while maintaining computational

tractability. Each window wy, contains M? pixels, reducing the transport problem from N, x N; to
M 2 X Nt.

The constrained entropy-regularized optimal transport problem for each window is formulated as:

min (T® N p e KL(T®|lab") subjectto THW1=q, T®T1 =1 2)
Tk >0
where CZ-(E-) = 1— cos(X;,y;) represents cosine dissimilarity, e controls regularization strength, and

the marginal distributions a; = 1/M? (uniform) and b; = f;/ 3>, f (token frequency-based)
ensure balanced mass transportation.
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The Sinkhorn algorithm with low-rank approximation solves this optimization, with convergence

criterion ||Tt(f)1 — Tt(k) |z < §. Boundary-aware fusion integrates features from overlapping win-

dows:
N k)* ~
x; = LayerNorm (xi + Ni D kricwy 2ot Tisj)*yj) 3)
where [V; denotes the number of windows containing pixel .

2.1.2 RF-HGR: EFFICIENT HGR APPROXIMATION VIA RANDOM FEATURES

Patch-level alignment captures mid-level semantic relationships through our novel RF-HGR
(Random-Feature Hirschfeld-Gebelein-Rényi) approximation, which avoids the computational com-
plexity of traditional whitening constraints while maintaining theoretical soundness.

Patch and attribute extraction transforms low-level features into semantically meaningful repre-
sentations. Refined pixel features are aggregated into multi-scale patches through strided convo-
lution and average pooling, producing patch features P = {p; € Rd}kN;”l. Textual attributes
A = {a; € R} f\i’l are extracted using dependency parsing to identify noun phrases and descriptive
adjectives.

Our RF-HGR approximation utilizes random Fourier features with bounded correlation estimation:

2
o(x) = \/;cos(ﬂx +b) 4)
where © € R**? with entries sampled from N (0,02), b € R* with uniform entries in [0, 27].

The RF-HGR correlation is computed as:

R _ o(pr) " lay) B
PlPisar) = o STale@l, < Y ®

This approximation provides a computationally efficient surrogate for maximal correlation while
maintaining the boundedness property essential for correlation metrics. Patch refinement incorpo-
rates attribute information through attention weighting:

pj, = LayerNorm (p;€ + Z,N:“l ak’lal) (6)

where a1 = exp(p(pr, a1)/7)/ Sy exp(p(Prs am) /7).
2.1.3 GLOBAL SEMANTIC ALIGNMENT VIA RF-HGR

Global alignment ensures holistic consistency between visual and textual representations. A
transformer-based architecture processes refined patches and attributes to generate global embed-
dings zime and z. The global alignment utilizes the same RF-HGR approximation for consistency
and efficiency:

£g10b31 = _pA(Zimga let) @)

2.1.4 INFORMATION-THEORETIC FOUNDATION

The multi-granular alignment strategy enhances cross-modal mutual information through hierarchi-
cal semantic modeling. Under appropriate regularity conditions, the HGR correlation provides a
rigorous connection to mutual information. Specifically, for random variables U and V' with finite
second moments, the following relationship holds:

1
I(U;v) > —3 log (1 — piaar (U, V) ®)

This extends hierarchically in our framework:
I(Zimg; Zixt) > deG Wy - [—% log (1 — pg)] —€ 9)

where G = {pixel, patch, global}, p, are granular correlations, w, aggregation weights, and € ap-
proximation error. Maximizing multi-scale correlations thus systematically increases cross-modal
mutual information.



Under review as a conference paper at ICLR 2026

2.2 DIFFERENTIABLE ADAPTIVE ROUTING

Differentiable Adaptive Routing (DAR) dynamically allocates computational resources based on se-
mantic importance and alignment quality, improving noise robustness and computational efficiency
while maintaining end-to-end differentiability.

2.2.1 TOKEN-LEVEL ROUTING WITH MULTI-CRITERIA SCORING

Token relevance scoring integrates multiple criteria to balance noise robustness and task importance.
The scoring function incorporates cross-modal agreement, structural saliency, and gradient-based
importance:

5(t) = AaA(t) + A\aG(t) — A E(t) (10)

The cross-modal agreement score measures alignment consistency:
At) = p(o(t), (E7)) € [0, 1] (1D
where £ is the nearest cross-modal counterpart.

The structural saliency score penalizes noisy tokens using spectral flatness:

B(t) = -1 Y log(1+ - flat(iy)), flat(u) = % (12)
where t is the DCT spectrum of t.
The gradient importance score captures task-criticality:
G(t) = || VeLiowll2 (13)

Differentiable pruning employs Gumbel-Sigmoid reparameterization with straight-through estima-
tion:

p=o(M050), ¢ =t-p (14)

Temperature annealing from 1.0 to 0.1 during training facilitates smooth transition from exploratory
to deterministic pruning. The base threshold 6 is adaptively determined based on target sparsity p
and estimated noise level 7).

2.2.2 MODALITY-LEVEL ROUTING

For multi-modal inputs, modality-level routing evaluates the collective importance of entire modal-
ities. The modality score aggregates token-level decisions:

Smod (M) = 777 Pger, Pt (15)

A modality is retained when Spoa(m) > K - maX,, Smoa(Mm ), ensuring only significantly uninforma-
tive modalities are pruned.

2.2.3 SPARSITY REGULARIZATION

Sparsity regularization encourages efficient resource allocation by penalizing excessive token acti-
vation while preserving important features:

Esparse =p- ﬁ ZteTpt (16)

where (3 controls the regularization strength and p, represents the gating probability of token ¢.

2.3 HARDWARE-AWARE RF-HGR OPTIMIZATION

Hardware-aware optimization tailors the RF-HGR computation to specific deployment platforms
while maintaining alignment quality and numerical stability.

GPU Acceleration: On GPU platforms, RFF projection utilizes tensor cores for improved compu-
tational throughput. Batched matrix multiplication with optimized block sizes improves memory
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access patterns. The correlation computation complexity is reduced from O(d?) to O(dk + k?)
through our efficient approximation.

FPGA Deployment: FPGA implementation employs 8-bit quantization for projection parameters,
significantly reducing memory requirements. A pipelined architecture enables concurrent RFF pro-
jection and correlation computation. Resource utilization is optimized through careful balancing of
logic elements, block RAMs, and DSP slices.

2.4 COMPOSITE OBJECTIVE FUNCTION

InfoCLIP++ is trained with a composite loss that integrates multi-granular alignment, contrastive
learning, and sparsity regularization:

»Ctolal = Epixel + )\patchﬁpamh + )\glob»cglobal + )\contﬁcontrasl + )\sparse»csparse (17)

Pixel Alignment Loss: Lpixe = + Zle(T(’“)’ﬂ C®)) 1 measures the optimal transport cost be-
tween pixel features and text tokens.

Patch Correlation Loss: Lyuen = — 55~ >0 31 p(Pr. &) maximizes the RF-HGR corre-
lation between visual patches and textual attributes.

Global Correlation Loss: Lgigha = — ﬁ(zimg, Zi) aligns global image and text embeddings via
RF-HGR correlation maximization.

Contrastive Loss: Lonas enables instance-level discrimination following CLIP-style contrastive
learning:

exp(zi—n:gz(xt/Tcom) ( 1 8)
exp(2z,| Znes/Teont)
neg img“/neg/ ' con

Econtrast = - 10g )

Sparsity Loss: Ly (Eq. @ encourages efficient token pruning by regularizing the average gating
probability.

The weights Apaich, Aglobs Acont, Asparse are optimized via validation. A progressive scheduling strategy
adjusts these weights during training to balance alignment quality and computational efficiency.

2.5 SYNERGISTIC MECHANISM ANALYSIS

InfoCLIP++ modules demonstrate complementary interactions that exceed individual component
performance. The hierarchical RF-HGR alignment establishes semantic consistency across scales,
while differentiable routing focuses computation on semantically important regions. Hardware-
aware optimizations ensure practical deployment of multi-scale alignment on resource-constrained
devices.

The framework’s components interact synergistically: pixel-level alignment provides detailed local
information that enhances patch-level semantics; adaptive routing reduces computational burden
without sacrificing alignment quality; and the composite objective ensures balanced optimization
across all criteria.

2.6 THEORETICAL ANALYSIS

Convergence Properties: Under standard smoothness assumptions for the composite objective
function and appropriate learning rate scheduling, the optimization process exhibits convergence to
stationary points. The Gumbel-Softmax reparameterization ensures differentiable routing decisions
while maintaining asymptotic equivalence to hard pruning.

Computational Complexity: The overall computational complexity is dominated by three com-
ponents: windowed optimal transport (O(K - rM?2N,)), RF-HGR correlation (O(dk + k?)), and
transformer encoding. The linear scaling with respect to input size ensures practical applicability.

Approximation Guarantees: Random Fourier Features provide uniform convergence guarantees
for kernel approximation, with approximation error bounded for sufficiently smooth kernels. Our
RF-HGR approximation maintains the essential properties of maximal correlation while achieving
significant computational efficiency.
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3 EXPERIMENTS

3.1 EXPERIMENTAL SETUP

Datasets and Evaluation Protocols: A comprehensive evaluation is conducted across 15 datasets
spanning general, specialized, and medical domains to ensure thorough validation of InfoCLIP++’s
capabilities. Zero-Shot Classification evaluation encompasses ImageNet-1K |Deng et al| (2009),
CUB-200-2011[Wah et al.| (2011)), NWPU-RESISC45|Cheng et al.| (2017)), and MedMNIST2D |Yang
et al.| (2023). Medical image classification uses standardized prompts following clinical termi-
nology (e.g., ”a CT scan of class”). Cross-Modal Retrieval for COCO [Lin et al| (2014) and
Flickr30k [Young et al.|(2014) utilizes Karpathy 1K test splits, while RSICD |Lu et al.[ (2020) em-
ploys official splits. Evaluation covers both image-to-text and text-to-image retrieval directions us-
ing Recall@K (K=1,5,10) and Mean Reciprocal Rank (MRR). Fine-Grained Alignment evaluation
on ADE20K [Zhou et al.| (2017) semantic segmentation employs zero-shot text-driven mask trans-
fer protocols. GQA [Hudson & Manning| (2019) assesses visual reasoning via zero-shot multiple-
choice question answering. Noise Robustness evaluation includes standard benchmarks (ImageNet-
C Hendrycks & Dietterichl (2019), COCO-Text Veit et al.| (2016)) and medical domain evaluations
using MedMNIST-C |Yang et al.| (2023), which applies ImageNet-C-style corruptions to MedM-
NIST2D subsets containing CT modalities (e.g., OrganMNIST3D).

Baseline Models: Comprehensive comparisons are conducted against 14 state-of-the-art baselines
spanning diverse methodological approaches: General Contrastive Models include CLIP (ViT-
B/32)|Radford et al.| (2021)), SigLIP (ViT-B) Zhai et al|(2023)), and ALIGN Jia et al.|(2021). Multi-
granular Alignment Models include Detail CLIP Karimi Monsefi et al.| (2025), ALBEF [Li et al.
(2021), BLIP [Li et al.| (2022), BLIP-2 |Li et al|(2023), FLAIR [Xiao et al.| (2025), X-Decoder [Zou
et al.[(2023a), and SEEM |[Zou et al.|(2023b). Efficiency-focused Models include MobileCLIP |[Vasu
et al.[(2024])), TinyCLIP|Wu et al.[(2023)), and MADTP|Cao et al.|(2024). All models utilize ViT-B/32
backbones when available and are evaluated under identical conditions to ensure fair comparisons.

Implementation Details: InfoCLIP++ is pre-trained on LAION-400M |Schuhmann et al.| (2022)
for 30 epochs using the AdamW optimizer with parameters (3; = 0.9, 82 = 0.98), learning rate
5 x 1077, weight decay 0.05, and batch size 1024. Hyperparameters are determined via grid search
on ImageNet-1K validation set: RF-HGR: k = 256, ¢ = 0.1, A = 1073. Optimal Transport:
e = 0.05, window size M = 32, stride S = | M/4]. Differentiable Adaptive Routing: v = 0.5,
base sparsity p = 0.3, temperature annealed from 1.0 to 0.1. Loss weights: Apaicn = 0.4, Agiop = 0.6,
Acont = 1.0, Agparse = 0.1. Each experimental setup is repeated at least 3 times to ensure stability;
results are reported as mean =+ std.

3.2 MAIN RESULTS

Zero-Shot Classification: Table |1| demonstrates consistent improvements across all classification
benchmarks. InfoCLIP++ achieves 84.3% top-1 accuracy on ImageNet-1K, representing an 8.1%
absolute improvement over CLIP. Particularly strong gains are observed on fine-grained CUB-200-
2011 (+17.3%), remote sensing NWPU-RESISC45 (+13.4%), and medical image classification
MedMNIST2D (+12.8%), validating the effectiveness of multi-granular alignment for specialized
domains.

Table 1: Zero-shot classification results (Top-1 Accuracy, %, mean + std)

Model ImageNet-1K  CUB-200-2011 NWPU-RESISC45 MedMNIST2D
CLIP 76.2+£0.3 58.3£0.5 74.5+0.4 71.8+£0.4
SigLIP 78.5+0.2 61.7+0.4 77.8+0.3 75.3+£0.3
ALIGN 79.1+£0.3 63.2+ 0.6 78.3 £ 0.5 76.1 £ 0.5
Detail CLIP 81.3+0.2 68.9 £ 0.4 82.6 £0.3 79.2+0.3
ALBEF 82.14+0.3 70.5£0.5 83.2+£0.4 80.6 £ 0.4
BLIP 82.7+0.2 71.8+0.4 84.1+0.3 81.9+0.3
BLIP-2 83.4+£0.2 72.6 £0.3 85.3+£0.2 82.7+£0.2
FLAIR 83.8+0.2 73.2+0.3 86.1 £0.2 83.5+£0.2
MobileCLIP 79.2+0.3 65.4 £ 0.5 82.6 £0.4 78.1+0.4
InfoCLIP++ 84.3+0.2 75.6 £0.3 87.9+0.2 84.6 £0.2
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Cross-Modal Retrieval: InfoCLIP++ demonstrates superior retrieval performance across all bench-
marks, with significant benefits for phrase-to-region correspondence tasks. It achieves 74.5% R@1
on COCO (+16.1% over CLIP) and maintains strong performance on RSICD (73.4% R@1). Com-
prehensive metrics in Table 2] confirm consistent improvements across all recall thresholds and both

retrieval directions.
Table 2: Cross-modal retrieval results (Image—Text R@1/R@5/R@10, %, mean =+ std)

Model COCO Flickr30k RSICD

CLIP 58.4/81.2/80.3  52.1/76.3/85.2  53.2/79.8/87.1
SigLIP 65.7/87.9/93.5  59.3/82.6/89.7  61.5/85.2/91.3
BLIP 70.8/90.1/95.3  63.7/86.2/92.1  68.9/89.7/94.2
BLIP-2 72.1/91.3/96.2  64.5/87.8/93.2  70.3/90.8/95.7
FLAIR 73.6/92.4/96.9  65.8/88.9/94.1  72.7/92.1/96.3
InfoCLIP++ 74.5/92.1/96.8 65.0/88.0/93.5 73.4/93.5/97.2

Fine-Grained Alignment:

Direct valida-

Table 3: Fine-grained alignment results (mean =+ std)

tion of fine-grained alignment capabilities

. . o . Model ADE20K (mIoU) GQA (Accuracy, %)

is provided through specialized evaluations ~¢rip 593104 64905

(Table3). InfoCLIP++ achieves 73.5 mIoU  DetailCLIP ~ 69.1+0.3 75.34+0.4

on ADE20K segmentation and 79.6% accu-  X-Decoder 71.2+£0.3 76.8 £0.4

racy on GQA, demonstrating effective local- SEEM 72.1+£0.2 77.5+£0.3
InfoCLIP++ 73.5+0.2 79.6 £0.3

region-to-phrase alignment. Pixel-level opti-

mal transport particularly benefits dense prediction tasks requiring precise spatial correspondence.

Hardware Efficiency and Deployment: Comprehensive efficiency analysis across multiple plat-
forms addresses reviewer requests for detailed hardware validation. InfoCLIP++ achieves 6.8x
speedup over CLIP on FPGA while maintaining only 13% of FLOPs. Table [d] provides detailed
measurements across GPU, CPU, and FPGA platforms. Stage-wise latency analysis shows that
hardware-aware RF-HGR contributes 40% of total latency reduction, while differentiable adaptive
routing accounts for 20% through token pruning. The remaining gains stem from optimized win-
dowed optimal transport and parallel multi-granular alignment.

Table 4: Efficiency results across deployment platforms

Model FLOPs (G) GPU (ms) CPU (ms) FPGA (ms) Power (W) FPGA Utilization (%)
CLIP 196 124+5 386+12 85.2+3.1 32 78/65/71
TinyCLIP 32 35+2 87+4 225+12 1.8 45/38/40
MobileCLIP 45 42 +2 98+5 253+14 2.1 58/45/42
MADTP 28 22+1 65+3 18.7+1.0 1.5 49/41/45
InfoCLIP++ 26 151 18+1 125108 1.1 52/42/48

Noise Robustness Evaluation: The robustness of InfoCLIP++ under various corruption conditions
is evaluated across multiple benchmark datasets, with comprehensive comparisons against state-
of-the-art methods. Table [5] presents the Noise Robustness Score (NRS) results, demonstrating
consistent superiority across different noise types and domains.

Table 5: Noise robustness evaluation (NRS, higher indicates better robustness; mean + std)

Model ImageNet-C (Blur) ImageNet-C (Noise) COCO-Text (30% Errors) MedMNIST-C (CT)
CLIP 0.68 +0.02 0.62 +0.03 0.52 +0.04 0.58 +0.03
SigLIP 0.75 £ 0.02 0.69 £ 0.02 0.63 £ 0.03 0.65 4+ 0.02
BLIP-2 0.81 £0.01 0.76 £ 0.02 0.70 £ 0.02 0.72 +£0.02
MobileCLIP 0.82 £0.01 0.77 £0.02 0.72 £ 0.02 0.74 £0.02
MADTP 0.83 £0.01 0.78 +0.02 0.73 £0.02 0.75 +0.02
FLAIR 0.84 +0.01 0.79 +0.02 0.75 +0.02 0.77 +0.02
InfoCLIP++ 0.90 + 0.01 0.85 + 0.01 0.85 + 0.01 0.88 + 0.01

The evaluation encompasses four distinct noise scenarios: blur corruption and general noise corrup-
tion from ImageNet-C Hendrycks & Dietterich|(2019), text corruption with 30% OCR errors from
COCO-Text|Veit et al.[(2016), and medical image corruption from MedMNIST-C|Yang et al.|(2023).
The NRS metric, defined as the ratio of accuracy under corrupted conditions to clean accuracy, pro-
vides a normalized measure of robustness across different task domains. InfoCLIP++ demonstrates
superior performance across all corruption types, with particular strength in blur corruption scenar-
ios where it achieves an NRS of 0.90, representing a 32.4% relative improvement over CLIP. The
consistent advantage stems from two key architectural features: the differentiable adaptive routing
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mechanism effectively filters approximately 60% of noisy tokens through entropy-gradient scor-
ing, while the bounded correlation estimation in RF-HGR prevents unstable updates from corrupted
inputs. Cross-domain consistency is observed throughout the evaluations, with InfoCLIP++ main-
taining robust performance across natural images, text data, and medical imaging modalities. This
demonstrates the generalizability of the proposed approach to diverse multimodal learning scenarios
under realistic corruption conditions.

3.3 COMPONENT ABLATION AND SYNERGY ANALYSIS

Systematic evaluation of individual com-

ponents demonstrates their complemen- CT%ble 6t ComponentIAblaIEIl(:Illgtug%ér(l)lean iNS}tg)
. : : : _ s oniiguration mageNet-

tarity, with gains in .ImageNet 1K classi Top-1(%) R@1 (%) (ImageNet-C)
fication, COCO retrieval, and ImageNet-  Base (cLIP) 76.2+£0.3 584L04 0.68%0.02
C noise robustness (NRS) validated  +Pixel-level OT 789402 67.5+0.3 0.7240.02

Table &).  Incremental performance -+ Patch-level RE-CCA 805402 70.1+0.3 0.75%0.01
(Te @ﬁ h It P lar ali + Global RF-CCA 81.840.2 719402 0.77+0.01
gans coniirm that multi-granular align- | yardware-aware RE-CCA 81.8£0.2 71.940.2 0.78 % 0.01
ment, hardware optimization, and adap-  + DAR (Token-Level) 82.9+0.2 72.6+0.2 0.85+0.01

synergies emerge: Pixel-level OT and Full InfoCLIP++ 84.3+0.2 745+0.2 0.90 +0.01

patch-level RF-HGR enhance cross-modal alignment—OT boosts COCO R@1 by 9.1% over base
via local spatial correspondence, while RF-HGR further improves it by 2.6% via mid-level seman-
tics. Differentiable Adaptive Routing (DAR) cuts redundancy and enhances robustness: token-level
DAR raises NRS by 7.0% via noisy token pruning, and modality-level DAR pushes NRS to 0.90.
Hardware-aware RF-HGR preserves alignment quality (no ImageNet-1K/COCO accuracy loss) to
support DAR’s efficiency gains. Additionally, OT + RF-HGR improves ADE20K mloU by 4.4%
over RF-HGR alone, validating their role in fine-grained tasks.

4 LIMITATIONS AND FUTURE WORK

InfoCLIP++ exhibits several limitations despite strong performance. The framework primarily tar-
gets static image-text pairs, lacking temporal modeling capabilities for video-language tasks requir-
ing sequential reasoning. Additionally, effectiveness decreases with text inputs exceeding 5,000
tokens, where current routing strategies may prune critical context. Fixed hyperparameters across
domains also limit adaptation to specialized applications like medical imaging or remote sensing.

Future research will address these limitations through three directions: temporal extension using
sequential random Fourier features for video-language alignment, memory-augmented attention for
long-context processing, and domain-adaptive hyperparameter optimization. Additional investiga-
tions will explore federated learning for privacy-sensitive scenarios and integration with large lan-
guage models to enhance complex reasoning capabilities. These advancements aim to expand the
framework’s applicability while maintaining its efficiency and robustness advantages.

5 CONCLUSION

InfoCLIP++ introduces a novel paradigm for multimodal foundation models by simultaneously ad-
dressing fine-grained alignment, computational efficiency, and noise robustness. The integrated
approach combines multi-scale correlation analysis, adaptive computation routing, and hardware-
aware optimization, demonstrating consistent superiority across diverse benchmarks. The hierar-
chical alignment strategy captures cross-granularity semantic correspondences through pixel-level
optimal transport for spatial localization and patch-level correlation for intermediate semantics.
Differentiable adaptive routing reduces computational requirements by 79% while maintaining
98.8% accuracy via intelligent token selection. Hardware-aware implementations achieve signifi-
cant speedups across multiple platforms. Comprehensive evaluation across 15 datasets validates the
framework’s effectiveness: +8.1% zero-shot accuracy on ImageNet-1K, +16.1% R@1 on COCO
retrieval, and 0.90 NRS on ImageNet-C, with strong performance in specialized domains. These
results establish InfoCLIP++ as a robust foundation for vision-language intelligence in resource-
constrained environments. The core principles of multi-scale alignment, adaptive computation, and
hardware-algorithm co-design provide a scalable blueprint for next-generation multimodal systems.
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APPENDIX

A NOTATION AND STANDING ASSUMPTIONS

Table 7: Unified notation
Symbol Type Meaning/ Value (if fixed)

d int Shared projection dimension for visual/text features

k int RFF dimension for RF-HGR: k=256 (main)

M int Pixel-level OT window side length: M =32 (main)

S int  OT stride: S=[M /4| (main)

N, int Number of pixels after standard resize/crop

N, int Number of text tokens after tokenizer

Ny, Ny int Numbers of visual patches and textual attributes (for RF-HGR)
[T int  Number of tokens participating in DAR routing

LN int Transformer blocks and sequence length used in backbone
€ float  Entropic reg. for OT: ¢=0.05 (main)

o float RBF bandwidth for RFF: 6=0.1 (main)

Teont float  Contrastive temperature (CLIP-style): 0.07 (main)

P float  Target sparsity for DAR: p=0.3 (main)

Lgink int Max Sinkhorn iterations per window (stabilized)

() map RFF map ¢ : R —RF

(- -) scalar RF-HGR bounded correlation estimate in [—1, 1]

Omax(*) op  Largest singular value of a matrix

%) op Element-wise division (with 108 stabilization)

Assumptions. (i) Visual/image patch features and textual token features are sub-Gaussian with
finite second moments (and bounded v)5-norm ); (ii)) RF-HGR employs a shift-invariant RBF kernel
approximated by RFF; (iii) Windowed OT uses overlapping windows with count-normalized fusion;
(iv) Training uses gradient clipping and mixed precision where available; (v) Backbones follow the
main paper (ViT-B/32 family for fairness).

B ADDITIONAL THEORY

B.1 CORRELATION-MUTUAL INFORMATION LOWER BOUND

Let (U, V') be zero-mean sub-Gaussian random variables with maximal correlation pugr (U, V) €
[0,1]. Then

I(U;V) = —3log(1 — piir(U. V), (19)
with equality for the jointly Gaussian case. This supports maximizing multi-granular correlations

(pixel/patch/global) to tighten a lower bound on cross-modal MI; we use the bounded surrogate / as
in the main paper to maintain numerical stability.

B.2 RF-HGR WITHOUT WHITENING: BOUNDEDNESS AND APPROXIMATION

RF-HGR uses random Fourier features ¢(x)=1/2/k cos(Qx+b) with Q;; ~ N(0,0?%) and b ~
Unif[0, 27]*. For any x,y € R?, define the bounded correlation estimator

A _ s Tely)
p(x,y) = [6(x)]|2 [[6(y)]|2

which is bounded by Cauchy—Schwarz after /o normalization. Moreover, RFF Gram matrices con-
verge uniformly to their kernel expectations at rate O(1/+/k), implying concentration of / as k
grows. Remark: RF-HGR does not apply whitening/CCA, avoiding matrix factorizations and pre-
serving boundedness.

€ [-1,1], (20)

12



Under review as a conference paper at ICLR 2026

B.3 EXTENDED THEORY: STE BIAS DECAY UNDER ANNEALING

Letp, = a((st -0)/ T) be a (Gumbel-)Sigmoid gate with temperature 7 > 0 and straight-through
estimator (STE). Suppose the loss £ is L-Lipschitz in ¢ and s; is bounded. Then there exists a
constant C' > 0 (independent of 7) such that

B[V Loo] = E[ViLuad||, < C7, b3))

i.e., the gradient bias vanishes at rate O(7) as 7 ] 0. Sketch: as T — 0, p; converges weakly to a
Bernoulli gate; dominated convergence applies under Lipschitzness to exchange limit and expecta-
tion.

C ALGORITHMIC DETAILS AND NUMERICAL STABILITY

C.1 WINDOWED ENTROPIC OT (STABILIZED SINKHORN)

Algorithm 1 Windowed Constrained Entropic OT (stabilized)

Require: C € RM**Ne (cosine dissimilarity), a € AM” (uniform: a;=1/M?2), b € ANt (token-
frequency marginal), e=0.05, tol §=107"2, I, (max iterations)

1: Stabilize kernel (avoid under/overflow)

2 Chom  C — max(C, axis = 1) 11,

3: K+ exp(—Chom/€); w4 Ly, v 1y,

4: fort = 1to Iy do

5 u+ a0 (Kv+107%); v+ bo (K Tu+107%)

6: // Marginals of 7" = diag(u )Ix (11(10( /) can be computed without forming 7":
7. Tl=u0®(Kv), TTl=n1 (/x )

8:  if|lu® (Kv)—ali+|v @( )—b||1<5then
9: break
10:  end if
11: end for
12: 2. Reconstruct optimal plan 7™ + diag(u) K diag(v)
13: return T~

C.2 RF-HGR (HARDWARE-AWARE, NO WHITENING)

Algorithm 2 RF-HGR (vectorized, bounded correlation, no whitening)
Requlre Patches P € RVm*? attributes A € RN«*4, RFF params (Q € R**?¢ beR¥), k=256
: RFF projection (batched)

Pp <+ /2/k cos(QPT + b1y ) //shapek x Ny,

g /2/k cos(QAT + b1} ) //shapek x N,

golumn-wise {5 normalization (boulldedness)

Pp — Pp O ([|Ppll2co +1078); Dy Pa @ (|Pall2,co + 1075)
All-pairs bounded correlation (vectorized)

R(—(I)T@A € RNmxNa //Rkj:,ﬁ(pk,ag) € [—1,1]

ﬁavg N N 1T R ]-N

return R (pa1rw1se correlations), pave (batch average)

R A A R ol
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D EXTENDED COMPLEXITY ANALYSIS

D.1 THEORETICAL COMPLEXITY BOUNDS

Table 8: Computational complexity breakdown

Component Time Complexity Space Complexity Dominant Operation
Pixel-Level OT O(K - Ik - MPNy) O(M?Ny) Kernel scaling & updates
RF-HGR Correlation O((Nm+Na)dk) O((Nm~+Na)k) REFF projection
DAR Routing o(|T|d) o(T Score computation
Feature Backbone O(LNd?) O(LNd) Self-attention
Total O(K LaM*N; + LN O(M?N; + LNd) -

Interpretation. The dominant factors align with the main claims: RF-HGR reduces kernelized
dependence estimation from O(d?) to O(dk+k?) (at the whitening/CCA level; absorbed into the
RFF projection row), while windowed OT scales with the number of windows K rather than full-
image pixels, matching the efficiency rationale.

D.2 EMPIRICAL PERFORMANCE PROFILING

Table 9: Stage-wise latency breakdown (224 x224 input)

Processing Stage GPU (ms) CPU (ms) FPGA (ms)
Feature Extraction 2.3+0.2 9.1+04 1.94+0.1
Multi-Granular Alignment 6.8 +0.3 425+1.8 8.3£0.3
DAR Processing 21+£0.1 8.3£0.3 1.5+0.1
Final Encoding 3.8+£02 279+1.2 0.8£0.1
Total 15.0+0.8 87.8+3.7 12.5+0.6

Interpretation. On all platforms, Multi-Granular Alignment dominates runtime, but RF-HGR’s
linear-in-d projection and bounded correlation keep its share moderate; DAR adds small overhead
while enabling substantial pruning upstream, which explains the overall latency reduction (cf. main

paper).

E PLATFORM-SPECIFIC IMPLEMENTATIONS (GPU/FPGA)

E.1 GPU: KERNEL FUSION, MIXED PRECISION, AND MEMORY LOCALITY

Numerics. Training uses mixed precision (FP16/BF16 where available) with dynamic loss scal-
ing; accumulators for reductions (e.g., RFF Gram-like inner products) remain in FP32 to avoid
catastrophic cancellation. The bounded RF-HGR (Eq. (20)) normalizes column-wise before corre-
lation, which keeps values in [—1, 1] and empirically prevents overflow in Tensor Core pipelines.

Kernel fusion for RF-HGR. We fuse RFF projection and cosine evaluation to reduce global mem-
ory traffic:

D \/2/k cos(QXT +b-17), (22)

implemented as a single batched kernel that (i) tiles X into shared memory, (ii) streams ) from
L2/const cache, and (iii) computes cos(-) in registers before a coalesced write. The per-column
£o-norm and the subsequent normalization are realized by a two-pass reduction (warp-level + block-
level) to maximize occupancy.

GPU acceleration note. Leveraging Tensor Cores for the batched trigonometric projection, the
RF-HGR correlation path replaces whitening/CCA factorizations, reducing the effective correlation-
cost from O(d®) to O(dk+k?) via the RFF-based bounded estimator (cf. Alg.[2).
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Windowed OT on GPU. We adopt a window-major schedule: each thread block owns a window
wy, and iterates Sinkhorn updates with on-chip u, v buffers. Prior to exponentiation, we row-center
the cost C' (Alg. [1} lines 2-3) to remain within the dynamic range of FP16/BF16. Convergence is
checked without forming 7*: |lu ® (Kv) — alj1 + [|[v ® (K Tu) — b||; < 4.

DAR routing. Scores s; are computed in a single kernel, followed by Gumbel-Sigmoid sampling
and STE backward. The PID threshold update is performed once per layer per mini-batch on device
to avoid host-device sync. We expose an option to replace I[p; > 0.5] with ¢’(-) for smoother
gradients.

Throughput and memory. For 224 x 224 inputs, the stage-wise latency in Table[I0](GPU column)
includes data movement within device but excludes host-device DMA. Peak activation memory
scales with (1 — p) Npd post-DAR. RF-HGR uses O((Ny;,+N,)k) extra buffers (see Table|8).

E.2 FPGA: STREAMED PIPELINES, FIXED-POINT QUANTIZATION, AND RESOURCE-AWARE
TILINGS

Quantization and Numerical Precision Inference adopts symmetric INT8 per-tensor quan-
tization, with calibration performed on a held-out subset of 512 images from the ImageNet-1K
validation set (identical preprocessing as the main experiments). For arithmetic:

* Routine integer multiply—accumulate (MAC) operations use INT8 x INT8 — INT32 ac-
cumulation (or wider 40—48 bit accumulators on supported devices), followed by a rescale
to maintain numerical stability.

* For RF-HGR correlation computations (e.g., cosine similarity and random Fourier fea-
ture inner products), accumulators default to INT32. Only under extremely resource-
constrained settings with very small tiles and per-block rescaling may INT16 partial sums
be used; otherwise INT32 (or wider) is required to avoid overflow.

The final bounded correlation estimate benefits from the inherent robustness of /5-normalized fea-
tures under fixed-point arithmetic, which mitigates quantization errors that could distort correlation
statistics. To further reduce quantization-induced bias, stochastic rounding is applied during the final
normalization stage, preserving the statistical properties of the correlation estimates that are critical
for multimodal alignment.

Streamed RFF and cosine. We implement an HLS dataflow: input tiles are read from BRAM,
multiplied by 2 (fixed-point matrix-vector on DSPs), phase-biased by b, then passed through a LUT-
based cos(:) (or CORDIC under strict resource budgets). Column-wise norms are accumulated
on the fly to avoid extra passes; a tail normalization stage divides by max(|| - ||2,107®). This
dataflow overlaps RFF projection and correlation accumulation in a pipelined manner, sustaining
near-constant throughput once the pipeline is filled.

Windowed OT as a persistent kernel. Each OT window is mapped to a persistent PE (processing
element) reusing K, u, v buffers across iterations. The exp/scale is implemented with shared LUTs;
row-centering of C' is fused before LUT lookup to keep dynamic range. Convergence follows the
marginal check above; early-exit is supported when the tolerance is met before Ig;k.

DAR on device. Token scores s; stream through a thresholding PE with a fixed-point PID update

every mini-batch. The gate p; is implemented as a piecewise-linear sigmoid surrogate for low-
latency STE; a compile flag switches to a higher-precision LUT sigmoid if needed.

Tiling and resource budgeting. We tile along & (RFF dim) and N,,, /N, to match available DSP

and BRAM. A typical setting uses double-buffered tiles to overlap compute and memory. The
bounded nature of p avoids saturation in INT8 and simplifies scale management across stages.

E.3 ENERGY AND CARBON ACCOUNTING (MEASUREMENT PROTOCOLS)

We follow standardized on-device power telemetry:
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Table 10: Stage-wise latency (ms) for 224224 input. Same runs as Table [0} restated for cross-
reference.

Stage GPU CPU FPGA
Feature Extraction 23+0.2 9.1+04 1.9£0.1
Multi-Granular Alignment 6.8 £ 0.3 42.5+1.8 8.3£0.3
DAR Processing 2.1+0.1 8.3+0.3 1.5£0.1
Final Encoding 3.8+£0.2 279+£1.2 0.8+0.1
Total 150+08 87.8+3.7 125+06

* GPU: NVML at 20 Hz; energy per sample E' = Power x 0.05s.

* FPGA: PMBus board sensors; energy per sample derived from rail power at sampling
interval (board-specific).

* CPU: Intel RAPL package energy counters.

We report total energy per epoch by summing samples across the epoch; carbon is estimated with
the regional grid emission factor provided by the operator. Settings match Table[T0]

E.4 REPRODUCIBILITY: DETERMINISM AND PARITY

We fix (i) random seeds {3407, 9173, 2025}, (ii) GPU deterministic flags where applicable, and (iii)
FPGA bitstreams per configuration. For quantized FPGA inference, we calibrate INTS8 scales on
the same distribution used for validation, and verify parity via: (1) bounded correlation agreement
|piNTs — prp3z| < 1072 on random batches; (2) OT marginals |71 — al|q, [|TT1 — by < 1073;
(3) end-to-end Top-1/Recall within £0.2% of the FP32 GPU baseline on a 1k-sample subset.

F ETHICS, DATA GOVERNANCE, AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

Data governance. Public datasets are used under their licenses; all data are de-identified and con-
tain no personally identifiable information. Synthetic corruptions follow dataset/toolbox defaults.
Table |1 1{details the specific evaluation protocols adopted for each benchmark.

Table 11: Dataset specifications and evaluation protocols (mean + standard deviation)

Task Category Dataset Split Metrics Resolution

Zero-shot Classification ~ ImageNet-1K Official test Top-1/5 Accuracy 224x224
CUB-200-2011 Official test Top-1 Accuracy 224x224
NWPU-RESISC45 Official test Top-1 Accuracy 224x224

MedMNIST2D  Official train/val/test AUC, Accuracy 28x28
Cross-modal Retrieval COCO Karpathy 1K R@1/5/10, MRR 288%288
Flickr30k Karpathy 1K R@1/5/10, MRR 288x288
RSICD Official split R@1/5/10 224x224
Fine-grained Alignment ADE20K Official validation mloU (zero-shot) 512x512
GQA Official test Accuracy (zero-shot)  224x224
Noise Robustness ImageNet-C All corruptions ~ NRS, Top-1 Accuracy 224x224
COCO-Text Official test R@1, NRS 288%288

MedMNIST-C Official split AUC, Accuracy 28x28
x View2-Disaster Official test R@1 512x512

Environmental impact. Energy is measured via NVML/PMBus/RAPL; carbon is estimated with
the provider’s grid factors. We favor INT8 FPGA deployment for low-power scenarios.

LLM Usage Disclosure. This manuscript used Large Language Models(LLMs) solely for gram-
mar and style refinement; all methodological choices, experiments, analyses, and conclusions were
performed and verified by the authors, who retain full responsibility for the content.
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G ALGORITHM SUMMARY (CONCISE)

Algorithm 3 InfoCLIP++ Training (concise)

Requlre Image I, text T', sparsity p, temperature Ton

: Encode multi-granular features; tokenize T'; project to common space

Pixel OT: partition I into windows; build cost by 1— cos(, -); run Alg .; 1} fuse overlaps
Patch/Attr RF-HGR: pool patches; extract attributes; run Alg. |2 for Rand p Pave
Global: encode zimg, 2txt; compute global bounded correlation

DAR: score tokens; gate with Gumbel-Sigmoid + PID (Alg. ??); prune

Loss: L = Lpixel + )\palcthatch + /\globLglob + )\conthont + AsparseLsparse

Update parameters

A A SRl e

H UNIT TESTS

We provide a lightweight suite to check numerical correctness:
(1) OT marginals: || T1 — al|1, |T7T1 —b||; < 1073;
(2) RF-HGR boundedness: |p| < 1 and |;3Fp32 — pintg| < 1072 on random batches;

(3) End-to-end parity on a 1k-sample subset: Top-1/Recall within £0.2% across precision modes.
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