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Abstract

Cosmological hydrodynamical simulations, while
the current state-of-the art methodology for gen-
erating theoretical predictions for the large scale
structures of the Universe, are among the most
expensive simulation tools, requiring upwards of
100 millions CPU hours per simulation. N-body
simulations, which exclusively model dark matter
and its purely gravitational interactions, repre-
sent a less resource-intensive alternative, however,
they do not model galaxies, and as such cannot di-
rectly be compared to observations. In this study,
we use conditional score-based models to learn a
mapping from N-body to hydrodynamical simula-
tions, specifically from dark matter density fields
to the observable distribution of galaxies. We
demonstrate that our model is capable of gen-
erating galaxy fields statistically consistent with
hydrodynamical simulations at a fraction of the
computational cost, and demonstrate our emula-
tor is significantly more precise than traditional
emulators over the scales 0.36 h Mpc−1 ≤ k ≤
3.88 h Mpc−1.

1. Introduction
One of the most powerful tools in cosmology are hydrody-
namical (hydro-) simulations, which are able to evolve the
universe from billions of years into the past until present day
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Université, Institut d’Astrophysique de Paris (IAP), Paris, France
6Center for Computational Astrophysics, Flatiron Institute, New
York, USA 7Perimeter Institute for Theoretical Physics, Wa-
terloo, Canada 8Trottier Space Institute, McGill University,
Montréal, Canada. Correspondence to: Antoine Bourdin <an-
toine.bourdin@mail.mcgill.ca>.

Proceedings of the 41 st International Conference on Machine
Learning, Vienna, Austria. PMLR 235, 2024. Copyright 2024 by
the author(s).

(e.g. Nelson et al., 2019; Davé et al., 2019; Bird et al., 2022).
These simulations make detailed and reliable predictions
for the distribution of matter in the universe by carefully
modeling the complex interactions of gravity, mass, ther-
modynamics, and electrodynamics. They have developed
into a cornerstone of modern cosmology, creating a gateway
connecting observations of the night sky with physical un-
derstandings of dark matter (Bozorgnia & Bertone, 2017),
dark energy (Baldi et al., 2010), galaxies (Vogelsberger
et al., 2020) and black holes (Chen et al., 2022).

These powerful simulations come at a cost: they are ex-
tremely computationally expensive. High-resolution hydro-
simulations can require hundreds of millions of CPU-hours
to properly resolve galactic astrophysics (Vogelsberger et al.,
2014). This computational cost is due to the O(n2) scal-
ing of computing thermodynamic interactions between dark
matter, gas, and star particles and is a major barrier for mod-
ern cosmology. Furthermore, recent works attempt to run
not only one hydro-simulation, but suites of thousands (e.g.
Villaescusa-Navarro et al., 2023; Schaye et al., 2023), with
each simulation varying the configurations of cosmological
models and galaxy astrophysics. These suites are essential
to understand the effect of (latent) physical model parame-
ters on astronomical observables, hence making it possible
to infer the value of these latent parameters for our Universe
from survey data, with traditional method but also using
machine learning (e.g. de Santi et al., 2023; Kugel et al.,
2023; Ho et al., 2023; 2024). With the increasing quality and
volumes of survey data, such suites of hydro-simulations
are projected to drive the next-generation of computational
cosmology (National Academies of Sciences, Engineering,
and Medicine, 2023), and it is therefore paramount to de-
velop faster methods for running them which exceed the
traditional scaling laws.

A cheaper alternative to hydro-simulations are N-body sim-
ulations (e.g. Heitmann et al., 2019; Maksimova et al.,
2021; Villaescusa-Navarro et al., 2020), which only seek
to model interactions between collision-less dark matter
particles. Ignoring thermodynamic interactions reduces the
computational scaling of N-body simulations to O(n log n),
a marked improvement over hydro-simulations. N-body
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simulations are accurate approximations for the spatial dis-
tribution of all matter, as dark matter is believed to make
up ∼ 85% of the total matter budget in the universe. How-
ever, as N-body simulations do not directly simulate stars
and galaxies, we must rely on a plethora of simplifying as-
sumptions when comparing them to real observations (Des-
jacques et al., 2018). The parameters of these assumptions
are particularly challenging to constrain for populations
of smaller galaxies which dominate the statistics of obser-
vational surveys (e.g. Richardson et al., 2012; Yuan et al.,
2022; Garcia-Quintero et al., 2024). In these high-resolution
regimes, the use of hydro-simulations, or their respective
emulators, is crucial.

In this work, we develop an emulator for high-resolution
hydro-simulations by populating N-body simulations with
galaxies. We make use of a conditional score-based dif-
fusion model (Song et al., 2021; Legin et al., 2023) that
generates samples containing the number of galaxies at dif-
ferent grid positions given the mass of matter evolved in an
N-body simulation over a pixelated grid.

Our model is trained on the 3D CAMELS-Astrid simula-
tion from the LH set (Villaescusa-Navarro et al., 2022),
which consists of one thousand pairs of N-body and hydro-
simulations. Each pair of simulations has a different con-
figuration of cosmological and astrophysical parameters,
varying the total matter density (Ωm), the amplitude of mat-
ter density fluctuations (σ8), the energy of galactic winds
(ASN1), the wind speed of galactic winds (ASN2), the rate of
energy injection from active galactic nuclei (AAGN1), and
the radio mode threshold for active galactic nuclei (AAGN2).
Each of these parameters has a strong, non-linear effect on
the spatial distribution of galaxies in the universe.

Using a diffusion model with this dataset allows us to learn
the distribution of galaxy counts over multiple cosmolo-
gies. This means that, given an N-body simulation at a fixed
cosmology, we can generate in parallel 100 different realiza-
tions of galaxy counts which match the summary statistics
of a hydro-simulation in 20 minutes. Meanwhile, obtaining
an analogous result with traditional methods would entail
running one hundred hydro-simulations, each requiring mil-
lions of CPU hours.

Furthermore, we show that our model is able to correctly
predict galaxy counts on cosmological and astrophysical
parameters that were not seen during training, enabling
us to explore how the parameter space of configurations
affects galaxy clustering in a time-efficient manner. To the
best of our knowledge, this is the first work connecting
probabilistically N-body simulations to galaxies with the
degree of accuracy of a hydro-simulations over a wide range
of cosmological and astrophysical parameter values.

2. Related Works
Within this section we briefly discuss alternative works aim-
ing to connect N-body simulation to baryonic properties.
In section 2.1, we present the most commonly used closed-
form parametric model used in cosmology while in section
2.2 we highlight other recent approaches which use ma-
chine learning. We highlight some of the advantages and
limitations of each model.

2.1. Halo Occupancy Distribution

To circumvent the need for expensive hydrodynamical simu-
lations, Halo Occupancy Distribution (HOD) models are of-
ten used to connect N-body simulations to galaxies (Zheng
et al., 2005; 2007). As the name suggests, these models
identify halos which are clustering of dark matter over a
certain length scale. Halos create gravitational potential
wells which attract baryons and becomes locations where
galaxies form.

Once dark matter halos are identified in an N-body simula-
tion, individual halos are assigned a probability of hosting a
galaxy given their mass. The HOD model separates galaxies
into two categories: a central galaxy sitting at the minima
of the gravitational well and satellite galaxies which are
progressively added and that orbit around the central galaxy.
The expected value for the number of central (Ncen) and
satellite (Nsat) galaxy as a function of halo mass (M ) is
described by,

⟨Ncen(M)⟩ = 1

2

[
1 + erf

(
logM − logMmin

σlogM

)]

⟨Nsat(M)⟩ = ⟨Ncen(M)⟩
(
M −M0

M1

)α

.

(1)

Here, erf is the Gaussian error function. The parameter
Mmin is the halo mass at which there is a 0.5 expected
value of hosting a central galaxy. On the other hand, σlogM
controls how fast this expectation grows to one for different
halo masses. Similarly, M0 determines the minimum halo
mass to have a non-zero expectation of hosting a satellite
galaxy. The parameter M1 and α control how fast this
expectation grows. We note that here the expectation is not
bounded by one as we can have multiple satellite galaxies
within a single halo.

An HOD works by identifying all of the halos in a N-body
along with their position and mass. It parses through each
individual halo and computes the expected number of galax-
ies based on equation (1). For central satellites, a Bernoulli
distribution is sampled with the expectation value set by
⟨Ncen(M)⟩ to determine whether that halo hosts a central
satellite. If so, a Poisson distribution with the expectation
⟨Nsat(M)⟩ is sampled to populate the halo with satellites.
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Because of their simplicity, HOD models are very inex-
pensive, and also have the notable advantage that they pro-
duce population of galaxies in a probabilistic manner. How-
ever, previous works have shown that simple HODs broadly
marginalize over complex baryonic physics, thus lacking
sufficient precision to match the data quality that is expected
from upcoming observational surveys (Hadzhiyska et al.,
2020). Furthermore, the HOD model described above ig-
nores the effect of environment, which is known to signifi-
cantly impact the process of galaxy formation. Finally, the
parametrization in equation (1) does not include cosmologi-
cal parameters.

2.2. Alternative ML Approaches

In prior work, machine learning techniques have been em-
ployed to estimate galaxy counts from N-body only simu-
lations. For instance, (Zhang et al., 2019) utilized convo-
lutional neural networks to map from N-body simulations
to galaxy counts, achieving superior accuracy compared to
the traditional Halo Occupation Distribution (HOD). It is
presumed these improved results were due to the fact that
CNNs capture local information, hence, focusing on envi-
ronmental factors instead of only considering halo mass as
is done in an HOD. Nevertheless, a significant limitation
of this approach is the deterministic nature of the model’s
predictions concerning galaxy numbers. Such deterministic
predictions fail to encapsulate the inherent stochasticity of
the task at hand, since the information from dark matter
N-body simulations is insufficient to exactly predict galaxy
counts from hydrodynamical simulations.

Score-based generative models have shown significant
promise in recent field-level inference tasks, where samples
can be generated from learned probability distributions over
cosmological fields (Legin et al., 2023). These models can
address the limitations inherent in deterministic approaches
as noted by (Zhang et al., 2019), while simultaneously pro-
viding a more realistic representation of galaxy counts com-
pared to the Halo Occupation Distribution (HOD) model.
Similarly, Ono et al. (2024) used score-based generative
models to infer the dark matter distribution from the galaxy
field, using two-dimensional slices of hydro-simulations.
While this approach was applied to a task opposite to that
of the generative model under consideration here, this work
demonstrated that score-based generation could effectively
capture the dark-matter-galaxy connection.

Motivated by these previous points, we explore the use of
score-based generative modeling to develop a more accu-
rate model for predicting galaxy counts from dark matter
N-body simulations. Furthermore, we demonstrate that the
score-based model can also learn to implicitly marginalize
over cosmological parameters and improve accuracy over
multiple cosmologies. A similar methodology was taken by

Cuesta-Lazaro & Mishra-Sharma (2023) which used diffu-
sive graph neural networks to model the spatial distribution
of halos in dark-matter-only simulations. While aptly cap-
turing the uncertainty of generative modeling, this approach
was limited to modeling the dark-matter-only component
of simulations and also required complex graph representa-
tions, which greatly limited the generative capacity to only
5,000 halos under GPU memory limitations. Our chosen
approach using convolutional architectures allows for sim-
ple factorization of the generative distribution over the box
volume, allowing for effective ‘outpainting’ to arbitrarily
large volumes (e.g. Rouhiainen et al., 2023).

In the following section, we provide a concise overview
of score-based generative models and their application in
sampling the probability distribution p(x|y) of plausible
realizations of galaxy count fields x conditioned on dark
matter N-body simulations y.

3. Score-Based Models
Score-based generative modeling leverages neural networks
to approximate the score - the gradient of the log probabil-
ity of the data - which enables efficient sampling in high
dimensional space from learned distributions. Specifically,
given a data distribution p(x), a neural network is trained
to approximate the score of the distribution ∇x log p(x).
Typically, the goal of score-based generative modeling is
to generate samples from a data distribution p(x) by solv-
ing the following reverse-diffusion stochastic differential
equation (Anderson, 1982; Song et al., 2021),

dx =
(
f(x, t)− g(t)2∇x log pt(x)

)
dt+ g(t)dw, (2)

where ∇x log pt(x) is the probability distribution of x at
time t. To solve equation (2), a neural network s(x, t) is
trained via denoising score matching (Vincent, 2011; Song
et al., 2021; Hyvärinen, 2005) to approximate the correct
score of the data distribution ∇x log pt(x) for different lev-
els of noise parameterized by a time variable t.

The data generation process achieved by solving equation
(2) can be extended to sampling conditional distributions
p(x|y) by training a neural network to approximate the
conditional score ∇x log pt(x|y). In this case, the neural
network is fed the conditional variables y as additional
inputs.

In this work, we train a neural network, denoted as
s(x,y, t), to learn the score of the conditional distribution
pt(x|y) of galaxy count fields x obtained from computa-
tionally expensive hydro-simulations conditioned on com-
putationally inexpensive N-body simulations y. By learning
this distribution, we can solve equation (2) to efficiently
generate realizations of galaxy count fields, and circumvent
the computational cost of running direct hydro-simulations.
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For sampling, we choose to use the Variance-Exploding
Stochastic Differential Equation, which is characterized by

f(x, t) = 0 and g(t) =
√

d[σ2(t)]
dt . The noise level during

sampling is set by σ(t) = σmin

(
σmax
σmin

)t

. We explain how
the parameters σmin and σmax are set in section 3.2.

3.1. Network Architecture

Following the work of (Legin et al., 2023) we adopt a U-net
architecture (Ronneberger et al., 2015) with 3D convolu-
tions to predict the conditional score distribution p(x|y).
We closely follow the architecture code implemented in the
package score-models1, specifically, our model con-
tains 4 downsampling/upsampling levels, each featuring 2
residual blocks derived from the BigGAN model (Brock
et al., 2018). The base number of feature maps is 32, and
is doubled on the third and fourth downsampling step. We
train the network for 50,000 epochs, with a batch size of
20, on a single NVIDIA A100 40GB GPUs. The network
weights are optimized with the Adam optimizer (Kingma
& Ba, 2015) with a fixed learning rate of 2 × 10−4. We
apply gradient clipping to restrict the weight gradients to
a maximum norm of 1. The entire duration of training is
approximately 70 hours for 2.25 million iterations.

To incorporate the condition variable y, we introduce it as an
additional channel in the network’s input. Since the values
in N-body simulations are to the power of 10 we take a base-
10 logarithmic in order to have values ranging from roughly
12 to 16 allowing for training to be more stable. Since we
do not directly input the cosmological and astrophysical
parameters to the neural network, it learns the score of
the conditional galaxy count distribution marginalized over
these parameters.

3.2. Diffusion and Discrete Data

Our goal is to learn the number of galaxies at each voxel
which is an inherently discrete value. In recent years, frame-
works for discrete diffusion have been proposed (Santos
et al., 2023; Austin et al., 2023; Campbell et al., 2022);
however their scalability and ability to perform as well as
their continuous counterpart is still unclear. Therefore, we
preferred developing our work with the well established
continuous space denoising model.

However, we observed that directly applying continuous
space models to discrete data led to inaccurate results specif-
ically being unable to predict high valued galaxy counts in
the hundreds. To mediate this issue we decided to log our
galaxy counts on a base-10 which made the galaxy counts
range within zero and three.

1github.com/AlexandreAdam/score models

Based on this transformed data, we set the noising param-
eters σmax to the largest euclidean distance in the training
set as proposed by (Song & Ermon, 2020), which gave
σmax = 44. As for σmin it is set to 1 × 10−5 which is
below the integer precision needed to identify individual
galaxy counts when reversing the log transform. Based on
these two parameters, we set the number of discretized steps
needed to sample between t∈[1,0] when solving equation
(2) to 3000 in order to have a 96% change of staying in
distribution (Song & Ermon, 2020).

Furthermore, we follow the idea of passing high frequency
information to our network in order to better learn small
scale information and better predict values of individual
voxels (Kingma et al., 2021). To do so we pass our logged
galaxy data through a sin and cos function which have a set
frequency of 64 and 128. These frequencies were seen to
give the best results in (Kingma et al., 2021), and these four
additional maps are given as extra channels to the network.
This procedure helped in better modeling sudden low to
high value changes between nearby voxels.

4. Simulations
We used the Latin Hypercube (LH) set of simulations from
the CAMELS-ASTRID suite (Villaescusa-Navarro et al.,
2022). This dataset includes 1000 pairs of N-body and hy-
drodynamical simulations, each at a volume of 25 (Mpc/h)3

and run using unique configuration of cosmological and as-
trophysical parameters. These parameters span a uniform
prior over specified ranges: ΩM ∈ [0.1, 0.5], σ8 ∈ [0.6, 1.0],
ASN1 ∈ [0.25, 4], ASN2 ∈ [0.5, 2], AAGN1 ∈ [0.25, 4],
AAGN2 ∈ [0.25, 4].

We identify galaxies in the hydro-simulation by using the
provided catalogue of halos and subhalos which were found
with the Friends of Friends (Davis et al., 1985) and SubFind
(Springel et al., 2001) methods respectively. The chosen cri-
teria for a subhalo to host a galaxy is containing stellar mass
and having a mass greater than 109.5 M⊙/h . We then place
the galaxy catalogue on a 3D grid of size 323. Similarly, for
the N-body simulation, the dark matter mass is set on a 3D
grid of size 323. We divide the pair of gridded simulation
into training and testing sets, allocating 900 simulations for
training and 100 simulations for testing.

5. Results
For a given dark matter N-body simulation y, we generate
100 samples of galaxy counts x from the conditional dis-
tribution p(x|y). This is achieved by solving equation (2)
using our trained score network s(x,y, t). Our testing set
contains 100 different N-body simulations leading to a total
of 10,000 samples generated using 20 NVIDIA A100 40GB
GPUs in parallel within 80 minutes.
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Figure 1. Comparison of galaxy count fields from a hydrodynamical simulation with predictions made by the Halo Occupation Distribution
(HOD) method and our score-based generative diffusion model based on the corresponding dark matter N-body simulation. Each of the 2D
fields showcased were obtained by summing the fields over the depth of the full 3D volume. The parameters used for the hydro-simulation
are ΩM = 0.25140, σ8 = 0.8606, ASN1 = 0.73002, AAGN1 = 1.13131, ASN2 = 0.70466, AAGN2 = 1.07848. The leftmost column
shows the dark-matter-only N-body and corresponding hydro-simulation, ran at the same cosmology and initial conditions. We then
show the median and 84th-16th percentile range of the galaxy counts for both the HOD and diffusion models. The N-body is shown
for illustrative purposes and its color bar is not presented. The 84th-16th percentile range has a different color bar to better reflect the
spread of galaxy counts predictions made by the HOD. This comparison highlights the differences in spatial distributions of galaxy counts
between the two models and the improved prediction of the diffusion model over HOD.

In order to assess the validity of our samples we compare
them to the hydro-simulation associated with the N-body
simulation and the traditional HOD method. We take a
Bayesian approach to best fit the parameters of the HOD
to the power spectra of the fields over multiple cosmolo-
gies. Uniform priors are set on all 5 parameters of the HOD
within the ranges logMmin ∈ [9, 12], σlogM ∈ [0.1, 0.6],
logM0 ∈ [11, 16], logM1 ∈ [11, 16] and α ∈ [0, 1.5]. An
analytic likelihood for the power spectra at each cosmology
cannot be used for the CAMELS-Astrid LH dataset as it
only has one simulation per cosmology. Therefore, a Neural
Likelihood Estimator (NLE) (Papamakarios et al., 2019) is
trained on the power spectras of the 900 hydro-simulations
in the training set. This allows the NLE to learn the condi-
tional probability of HOD parameters which best reproduces
the hydro-simulation power spectra over the different cos-
mologies in the training set. Finally, with the uniform priors
and trained NLE, one hundred parameters from the posterior
distribution are sampled using Markov Chain Monte Carlo
at each cosmology in the testing set.

We first present the results for a single N-body simulation
at a fixed cosmology in the test set. Figure 1 displays sam-
ples derived from the learned distribution alongside those
generated by the HOD parametric method, accompanied
by the corresponding true simulation of the galaxy count
field. In Figure 2, we present a comparison of summary
statistics of the generated galaxy count samples versus the
ground truth galaxy count field from the hydrodynamical
simulation showcased in Figure 1 (see additional examples
of power spectra obtained for varying cosmological parame-
ters in Appendix A). This comparison specifically includes
the power spectrum, the transfer function (defined as the ra-
tio of power spectra between the generated samples and the
ground truth galaxy count field), and the cross-correlation
of the two fields.

In order to assess the accuracy of the learned conditional dis-
tribution p(x|y) over all cosmologies in the testing set, we
employ the Test of Accuracy with Random Points (TARP)
coverage test from Lemos et al. (2023). This test determines
whether the set of generated samples xsamples accurately
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Figure 2. Summary statistics of the galaxy count fields for the
results presented in Figure 1. The ground truth is the hydro-
simulation xtrue in red while conditional samples p(x|y) generated
using the score network and the HOD are presented in blue and
orange respectively. From top to bottom, for each method we
plot the power spectra, power spectra ratio between the ground
truth and generated samples, and the cross-correlation between the
ground truth and generated samples. The median of the power and
cross-correlation is presented for the diffusion and HOD while the
uncertainty region is traced by the 16th and 84th percentile using
100 samples for both methods.

reflects the true underlying probability distribution p(x|y)
by measuring the coverage probability of the samples over
randomly-generated credible regions. We perform a TARP
test on the power spectra of the fields with the results be-
ing depicted in Figure 3. The optimal case is a straight
diagonal line indicating samples being generated within the
underlying distribution formed by the hydro-simulation.

Figure 3. Coverage probability test using the TARP method to as-
sess the accuracy of power spectra from samples generated by
the diffusion model and the HOD method over the 100 hydro-
simulations from the test set. The blue and orange curves represent
the results for the diffusion model and HOD, respectively, with
shaded areas indicating the 1σ and 3σ error obtained by bootstrap-
ping examples from the test set. The dashed red line indicates the
ideal calibrated line signifying accurate power spectra predictions.
The diffusion model results show improved alignment with the di-
agonal compared to the HOD method, which exhibits a substantial
deviation, indicating less accurate coverage.

6. Discussion
Our score-based generative model addresses the limitations
of previous methods for predicting galaxy count fields from
N-body simulations by learning the score ∇ log pt(x|y) of
the conditional probability distribution of galaxy counts
x and employing a reverse-diffusion process to generate
samples from this distribution conditioned on dark matter
N-body simulation y. The model is benchmarked against
the halo occupation distribution (HOD) model, which also
employs probabilistic sampling but relies on significant as-
sumptions about the distribution of galaxy counts.

A critical shortcoming of the HOD method is its failure to
incorporate information about the local environment. In
contrast, the U-net architecture used for learning the score
of the distribution mitigates this by analyzing the field at
multiple resolution levels, and is therefore capable of extract-
ing information from a wider spatial region. Additionally,
HOD-based predictions are not dependent on cosmologi-
cal or astrophysical parameter values, whereas in principle,
score-based generative models are capable of extracting
and marginalizing over this information from dark matter N-
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body simulations. This incorporation of local environmental
factors and cosmological parameters renders score-based
generative models as a more flexible approach for generat-
ing accurate galaxy count fields. A demonstration of this can
be seen from Figure 1, where the fields generated by HOD
appear to struggle to predict galaxy count features in regions
of low density. Furthermore, it can be seen from Figure 1
that HOD predicts an overly high galaxy counts in certain re-
gions of high density. In comparison, the samples generated
with our diffusion model are capable of reliably replicating
features which are consistent with the hydro-simulation in
both low and high density regions. Additionally, our model
is able to accurately capture sudden changes in density as
can be seen with the voids in Figure 1.

The limitations of the HOD model are further illustrated
by our results in Figure 2, which presents various sum-
mary statistics of the fields. As shown, the score-based
generative model produces samples with power spectra that
accurately match the true hydro-simulation across all rel-
evant scales. In contrast, the HOD model is under confi-
dent across all scales with a bias at lower k modes. The
cross-correlation displayed in Figure 2 also highlights our
model’s ability to interpolate positional differences between
high density regions in N-body and hydro-simulations. The
cross-correlation is sensitive to the position of features in
images as it captures their Fourier phase. It is known that
halo positions slightly differ in N-body simulations com-
pared to hydro-simulations due to the gravitational effects
of the additional baryons. The HOD cannot correct for
this difference in halo positions, however, the fact that our
model’s cross-correlation is higher than the HOD for all
scales highlights its ability to correct this discrepancy.

Although the ideal cross-correlation is one across all scales,
it is important to note that the decrease in cross-correlation
at higher k modes for both the diffusion model samples
and the HOD samples is expected, as non-linear processes
dominate making it inherently more difficult in predicting
the exact spatial distribution of galaxies solely from dark
matter density fields. Regardless, in future work, we are
interested in examining whether the score-generative model
is able to extract the full information content available in
dark matter N-body density fields for predicting the spatial
distribution of galaxies.

While Figure 2 visually assesses the accuracy of the HOD
model compared to the diffusion model for a single hydro-
dynamical simulation, Figure 3 quantitatively evaluates the
accuracy of the power spectra across all 100 hydrodynami-
cal simulation examples in the test set. Specifically, Figure
3 illustrates whether the power spectra of samples generated
from the HOD and diffusion models accurately represent the
distribution of possible power spectra of hydrodynamical
galaxy count fields. Our diffusion model, which is closer to

the diagonal line indicating perfect accuracy, demonstrates
a significant improvement over the HOD model. However,
our model still exhibits a bias at lower credibility values,
indicating the need for further training improvements. This
bias may result from the insufficient number of training
examples (900 hydro-simulations) used in training the diffu-
sion model. To address this, future work will explore data
augmentation and pretraining on additional cosmological
simulation datasets to enhance the model’s generalization
capabilities.

The primary objective of this work is to evaluate the po-
tential of score-based generative models as reliable emula-
tors of hydrodynamical fields, such as galaxy counts, at a
fraction of the computational cost. Achieving this would
facilitate cosmological inference tasks where many hydro-
dynamical simulations need to be generated to compare
different models with observed galaxy distributions. By
directly conditioning on the dark matter density field, this
method also represents a significant step towards making
forward models differentiable in cosmological simulations,
completely removing the need to run a non-differentiable
halo finder algorithm (Davis et al., 1985; Springel et al.,
2001). Consequently, to assess the viability of our diffu-
sion model for cosmological inference, we aim to determine
whether galaxy count samples generated by our diffusion
model are sufficiently accurate to serve as training data for
simulation-based inference methods to predict unbiased cos-
mological parameter values. Specifically, we will verify
if the predictions derived from our model’s samples are
consistent with those obtained from real hydrodynamical
simulations. This validation would demonstrate the poten-
tial of score-based generative models as an efficient method
for producing training data of hydrodynamical simulations
that are otherwise computationally prohibitive.
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A. Appendix
We present further summary statistics at different cosmologies to demonstrate our model’s ability to generalize.

(a) (b) (c)

(d) (e) (f)

Figure 4. Summary statistics from various hydrodynamical simulations from the test set, encompassing a broad range of cosmological
parameter values, are presented alongside results from samples generated using both the HOD method and the diffusion model. These
results demonstrate that the diffusion model effectively generalizes across a wide range of cosmological parameter values beyond the
training set. In contrast, the HOD method shows inferior generalization capabilities for simulations with different cosmological parameter
values showcased here.
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