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Abstract

Contrastive learning—a modern approach to extract useful representations from
unlabeled data by training models to distinguish similar samples from dissim-
ilar ones—has driven significant progress in foundation models. In this work,
we develop a new theoretical framework for analyzing data augmentation-based
contrastive learning, with a focus on SimCLR as a representative example. Our
approach is based on the concept of approximate sufficient statistics, which we
extend beyond its original definition in Oko et al. [28] for contrastive language-
image pretraining (CLIP) using KL-divergence. We generalize it to equivalent
forms and general f-divergences, and show that minimizing SimCLR and other
contrastive losses yields encoders that are approximately sufficient. Furthermore,
we demonstrate that these near-sufficient encoders can be effectively adapted to
downstream regression and classification tasks, with performance depending on
their sufficiency and the error induced by data augmentation in contrastive learning.
Concrete examples in linear regression and topic classification are provided to
illustrate the broad applicability of our results.

1 Introduction

Leveraging massive unlabeled data to learn useful representations has played a central role in recent
advances in foundation models. A prominent approach of this kind is contrastive learning, which has
driven significant progress in visual representation learning [5, 14], large-scale speech processing [3],
and multimodal AI [31, 21].

In short, contrastive learning finds useful representations of the data by maximizing similarity
between paired samples while minimizing it for non-paired samples. Consider SimCLR [5] for
visual representation learning as an illustrative example. Given a dataset of images x P X , SimCLR
generates two augmented views pzp1q, zp2qq P X ˆX for each image x using random transformations
(i.e., data augmentations) such as random cropping, random color distortions, and random Gaussian
blur, etc. It then trains an encoder f that aligns the paired views and separates the non-paired views
through minimizing the loss in Eq. (2). The learned representation fpxq (or fpzp1qq) can then be
adapted to downstream tasks with few labeled samples and minimal fine-tuning.

Despite its remarkable empirical performance, the theoretical aspects of contrastive learning remain
an active area of study [32, 28]. In this work, we present a theoretical analysis of data augmentation-
based contrastive learning, with a specific focus on the SimCLR framework [5] as a representative
example. Notably, recent work by Oko et al. [28] has introduced new theoretical insights into
contrastive language-image pretraining (CLIP). They first introduced the concept of approximate
sufficient statistics, showing that the image and text encoders obtained from the empirical risk
minimizer of CLIP are approximately sufficient. Additionally, under the joint graphical hierarchical
model (JGHM) assumption for image and text data, they demonstrated that such encoders can be
efficiently adapted to various downstream multimodal tasks.
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Our work complements and extends the work by Oko et al. [28] in two key ways.

(1) We extend the concept of approximate sufficient statistics, which was originally defined
for CLIP in a specific form based on KL-divergence, to three equivalent forms and general
f-divergences. Based on the equivalent forms of the definition, we establish that minimizing
the contrastive loss (e.g., the InfoNCE loss [29]) is essentially finding approximate sufficient
statistics that are adaptable to downstream tasks.

(2) We focus on data augmentation-based contrastive learning following the SimCLR framework.
In contrast to CLIP, the random transformations in SimCLR introduce additional challenges
for theoretical analysis. We show that the downstream performance of the learned encoder
depends on its sufficiency and the error induced by the random transformations. Furthermore,
motivated by the generalized definition of approximate sufficient statistics, we theoretically
demonstrate that encoders trained using alternative contrastive losses can achieve similar
downstream performance to those trained using standard SimCLR.

The remainder of this work is organized as follows. In Section 2, we introduce the concept of
approximate sufficient statistics. Sections 3.1–3.2 present the setup of data augmentation-based
contrastive learning and analyze the downstream performance of the SimCLR-trained encoder. In
Section 3.3, we extend our analysis to general f-contrastive losses. Examples in linear regression and
topic classification are presented in Section 4. We also conduct synthetic experiments to compare
contrastive learning losses in Section 5. Discussion of related works is deferred to Appendix A.

2 Approximate sufficient statistics

Before diving into the analysis of contrastive learning, we first introduce the concept of approximate
sufficient statistics, which provides a novel viewpoint for characterizing the quality of encoders f
used in contrastive learning. Let f : R` ÞÑ R be a convex function such that fp1q “ 0. For random
variables pX,Y q on X ˆ Y with joint density Ppx, yq with respect to some measure µ 1, we define
the f-mutual information (f-MI) as

IfpX,Y q “

ż

f
´ Ppx, yq
PpxqPpyq

¯

PpxqPpyqdµ.

Note that the f-MI is essentially the f-divergence between the joint distribution and the product of
marginal distributions. It is non-negative and symmetric in X and Y . Moreover, provided that f
is strictly convex, IfpX,Y q “ 0 if and only if X and Y are independent. Let pX,Y q be random
variables that have the joint density PpX,Y q (Y could be thought as the parameter θ in Bayesian
statistics). For any statistic T : X ÞÑ T pX q, to characterize the information loss of using T pXq
instead of X for predicting Y , we introduce the following definition of the sufficiency of T pXq.

Definition 1 (Approximate sufficiency). Let T : X Ñ T pX q be a mapping (i.e., a statistic). We
define three forms of the sufficiency of T , which will be shown to be equivalent:

• Information Loss Sufficiency (ILS): The information loss sufficiency of T is defined as

Suff il,fpT q “ IfpX,Y q ´ IfpT pXq, Y q.

• Variational Form Sufficiency (VFS): The variational form sufficiency of T is given by

Suffvf,fpT q “ inf
S:T pX qˆY ÞÑR

RfpS ˝ T q ´ inf
S:XˆY ÞÑR

RfpSq,

where S ˝ T px, yq :“ SpT pxq, yq, and the f-contrastive loss

RfpSq :“ EPpx,yqr´Spx, yqs ` inf
Sx:X ÞÑR

EPpxqPpyqrf
˚pSpx, yq ´ Sxpxqq ` Sxpxqs, (1)

where f˚ is the Fenchel-dual of f .

1For example, µ can be the Lebesgue measure on Euclidean spaces, or the counting measure on discrete
spaces.
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• Conditional Bregman Sufficiency (CBS): The conditional Bregman sufficiency of T is
defined as

Suffcb,fpT q “ EPpxqˆPpyq

”

Bf

´Ppy|xq
Ppyq

,
Ppy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯ı

,

where Bfpa, bq :“ fpaq ´ fpbq ´ pa´ bqf 1pbq is the Bregman divergence of f .

Indeed, these definitions will be shown to be equivalent (Lemma 1), i.e.,

Suff il,fpT q “ Suffvf,fpT q “ Suffcb,fpT q “: Suff fpT q.

We say T pXq is an ε-approximate sufficient statistic if Suff fpT q ď ε.

The Information Loss Sufficiency (ILS) is closely linked to the InfoMax principle [22, 15], which
finds a statistic T that maximizes mutual information IpT pXq, Y q under certain constraints. The
equivalence between ILS and CBS suggests that the loss in mutual information can be represented
as a divergence between the conditional probabilities PpY |Xq and PpY |T pXqq. This provides a
concrete measure for interpreting the information loss.

In VFS, by definition, the excess risk RfpS ˝ T q ´ inf
rS RfprSq serves as an upper bound on the

sufficiency Suff fpT q, and they are nearly equal when S is obtained by minimizing RfpS ˝ T q over a
sufficiently rich space S. Consequently, VFS provides a loss minimization framework for finding
T with low sufficiency by minimizing the f-contrastive loss RfpSq over S in some space S and
extracting T from S. Moreover, an extension of approximate sufficiency to similarity scores S is
introduced in Appendix B.3.

The concept of approximate sufficient statistics was first proposed in Oko et al. [28], but only in
the CBS form for KL divergence (i.e., fpxq “ x log x). In this work, we extend the definition to
general f-divergences and establish the equivalence among three forms of sufficiency. Notably, for
f that is strictly convex, we have Suff fpT q “ 0 if and only if Y KK X|T pXq from the CBS form,
aligning with the classic definition of sufficient statistics (see e.g., [19]). We will mainly consider two
special cases of f: fpxq “ x log x (KL-divergence) and fpxq “ px´ 1q2{2 (χ2-divergence), with the
corresponding sufficiency denoted by Suffkl and Suffχ2 . For more examples and properties regarding
approximate sufficient statistics, we refer the readers to Appendix B.

In the context of data augmentation-based contrastive learning, we may choose X and Y as two
augmented views of the sample, and T as the encoder f . The sufficiency Suff fpfq then quantifies
the loss of recovering augmented views from the encoder representation. We will show that the
downstream performance of f can be controlled by its sufficiency (in the CBS form) and the
error induced by data augmentation. Specifically, for any downstream task, a small risk can be
achieved using f if it is near-sufficient and the random transformations in contrastive learning do not
significantly change the downstream outcomes. As a preview of the results, we have

Theorem (Informal). The risk on a downstream task using encoder f (denoted by Rpfq) satisfies

Rpfq ď c ¨
´

a

Suff fpfq ` εG

¯

for some constant c ą 0, where Suff fpfq is the f-sufficiency of f and εG denotes the error on the
downstream task induced by data augmentation.

Contrastive learning with general f-divergence was also studied in [23, 48], but the loss functions
considered in these works differ from the variational form in (1). In particular, while Lu et al. [23]
considered a variational form similar to (1), they set Sx “ 0 instead of taking the infimum over Sx.

3 Statistical properties of contrastive learning

In this section, we demonstrate that data augmentation-based contrastive learning can find near-
sufficient encoders that are effectively adaptable to downstream tasks. We focus on the SimCLR
framework in Section 3.1–3.2, and extend the results to general f-contrastive losses in Section 3.3.
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3.1 Setup and the ERM estimator

Let x P X be a random sample drawn from a distribution PX on X . Consider a set of transformations
G in which each transformation g : X Ñ X maps X to itself.2 Let PG denote a distribution over the
transformations in G. Given a sample x and two transformations gp1q, gp2q „iid PG , we generate two
augmented views of x, denoted as zp1q “ gp1qpxq and zp2q “ gp2qpxq. The marginal distribution of
zp1q (or equivalently zp2q) is denoted by Pz . Often, we will omit the superscripts and let z “ gpxq
denote a single augmented view generated by a transformation g „ PG .

Throughout the remainder of this work, unless otherwise specified, we set pX,Y q d
“ pzp1q, zp2qq

in Definition 1, i.e., we define the sufficiency Suff fpT q “ Ifpz
p1q, zp2qq ´ IfpT pz

p1qq, zp2qq. For
simplicity, we assume the joint distribution of px, zp1q, zp2qq is either discrete or has a continuous
density w.r.t. some base measure on Xb3. We abuse the notation Pp¨q to refer to either discrete
distributions or the density of continuous distributions, with the intended meaning clear from the
context. Also, we occasionally omit the subscript kl when referring to KL-sufficiency.

SimCLR [5] learns a representation of the sample x (i.e., fpxq or fpgpxqq) through performing
contrastive learning on the augmented views pzp1q, zp2qq. Specifically, given a batch of K i.i.d.
samples txiuKi“1 from PX , we generate K pairs of augmented views tpzp1qi , z

p2q
i quKi“1 using 2K

i.i.d. transformations tpgp1qi , g
p2q
i quKi“1 from PG . Let f : X ÞÑ Rp be an encoder function, potentially

parametrized by neural networks. The SimCLR risk function is defined as the expected InfoNCE
loss [29]:

Rsimclr,KpSq :“
1

2
E
”

´ log
exppSpz

p1q
1 , z

p2q
1 qq

ř

jPrKs exppSpz
p1q
1 , z

p2q
j qq

ı

`
1

2
E
”

´ log
exppSpz

p1q
1 , z

p2q
1 qq

ř

jPrKs exppSpz
p1q
j , z

p2q
1 qq

ı

, and

(2)

Rsimclr,Kpfq :“ Rsimclr,KpSf q, where Sf :“ τpxfpzp1qq, fpzp2qqyq, τ : R ÞÑ R is some simple link function.

Given a set of encoders denoted by F and n “ n1K i.i.d. pairs of augmented views tpzp1qi , z
p2q
i quni“1,

SimCLR learns an encoder function pf P F through empirical risk minimization (ERM), namely,

pf :“ argmin
fPF

!

pRsimclr,KpSf q :“
1

2n

n1
ÿ

i“1

”

K
ÿ

j“1

”

´ log
exppSf pz

p1q
pi´1qK`j , z

p2q
pi´1qK`jqq

ř

lPrKs exppSf pz
p1q
pi´1qK`j , z

p2q
pi´1qK`lqq

ı

`

”

´ log
exppSf pz

p1q
pi´1qK`j , z

p2q
pi´1qK`jqq

ř

lPrKs exppSf pz
p1q
pi´1qK`l, z

p2q
pi´1qK`jqq

ıı)

. (3)

With the encoder pfp¨q at hand, pfpxq (or pfpgpxqq) serves as a representation for each x P X , which
can be used for downstream tasks.

We now show that the sufficiency of the ERM estimator pf can be properly controlled. We will
demonstrate in Section 3.2 that the downstream performance of pf is closely tied to its sufficiency.
First, we note that a global minimizer of the SimCLR risk is S‹pz

p1q, zp2qq :“ log
”

Ppzp1q,zp2qq
Ppzp1qq¨Ppzp2qq

ı

(see Lemma 2 for the proof). To analyze the properties of the ERM estimator, we introduce the
following boundedness assumption on the score function S and regularity assumption on τ.

Assumption 1 (Bounded score). There exists a constant BS ą 0 such that for all pairs pzp1q, zp2qq,

we have exppSf pz
p1q, zp2qqq P r1{BS, BSs for all f P F and Ppzp1q,zp2qq

Ppzp1qqPpzp2qq P r1{BS, BSs.

Assumption 2 (Simple link function). The link function τ : R ÞÑ R is invertible and there exists
some constant Bτ ą 0 such that |τp0q| ď Bτ and τ, τ´1 are Bτ -Lipschitz.

Note that the first part of Assumption 1 is satisfied with BS “ exppB2
f q when }fpxq}2 ď Bf for all

f P F ,x P X and τ is the identity function. Based on these assumptions, we have
2More generally, we only need each transformation g : X Ñ Z maps X to a space Z , which entails a natural

injective map back to X .
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Theorem 1 (Sufficiency bound for the ERM estimator). Suppose Assumption 1 and 2 hold for some
BS ě 1, Bτ ą 0. Let pf be the empirical risk minimizer defined in Eq. (3) and let S‹ be as defined in
Section 3.1. Let supppzp1qq be the support of zp1q and N pu, } ¨ }2,8,Fq be the u-covering number of
F under the p2,8q-norm }f}2,8 :“ supxPsupppzp1qq }fpxq}2. Then, with probability at least 1´ δ,
we have

Suffklp pfq ď
´

1`
C

K

¯

¨ rgeneralization error` approximation errors, (4)

where

generalization error :“
C
?
n

”

a

logp1{δq `B2
τ

ż 2plogBS`Bτ q

0

b

logN pu, } ¨ }2,8,Fqdu
ı

, (5a)

approximation error :“ inf
fPF

Rsimclr,KpSf q ´ Rsimclr,KpS‹q (5b)

for some constant C ą 0 depending polynomially on BS.

See the proof in Appendix C.2. In the decomposition on the R.H.S. of (4), the approximation error
term represents the error incurred when approximating the optimal score S‹ within the function class
F . It is a property of the function class F , and a richer class tends to have a smaller approximation
error. The generalization error bound is derived using concentration properties of functions with
bounded differences. Notably, it depends only on the total sample size n “ n1K rather than the batch
size K or the number of batches n1. This allows our results to account for large or full-batch training,
as used in SimCLR [5] and CLIP [31]. When n Ñ 8, the generalization error vanishes while the
approximation error remains constant.

Why does the SimCLR loss work? Intuitively, Rsimclr,KpSq can be viewed as an approximation of
the KL-contrastive loss RklpSq in Eq. (1) using a finite batch size K. Namely,

RklpSq “ ´ErSpzp1q, zp2qqs ` E
z
p1q
1

“

logE
z
p2q
2
rexppSpz

p1q
1 , z

p2q
2 qqs

‰

“ lim
KÑ8

Rsimclr,KpSq ´ logK.

(6)

See the proof in Appendix C.1. As a result, by the definition of VFS in Definition 1

Suffklpfq ď RklpSf q ´ inf
S
RklpSq « Rsimclr,KpSf q ´ inf

S
Rsimclr,KpSq

loooooooooooooooooomoooooooooooooooooon

Excess risk

,

and thus minimizing the SimCLR loss pRsimclr,KpSf q effectively controls the sufficiency Suffklpfq.

3.2 Using the encoder for downstream tasks

Given an encoder function f : X Ñ Rp, we are interested in applying it to downstream tasks.
Specifically, the goal is to leverage the learned representation fpxq (or fpgpxqq) to facilitate learning
in downstream tasks, such as regression or classification. By mapping the raw sample x to the feature
space Rp, the representation fpxq (or fpgpxqq) is expected to capture the most salient information
of x, simplifying the downstream task while maintaining high performance. In this section, we
demonstrate that the downstream performance of the encoder depends on its sufficiency Suffklpfq
and the robustness of the downstream task to the random transformation g „ PG .

Adaptation to downstream regression tasks. We first study regression tasks. Consider the task
of learning an unknown target function h‹ : X ÞÑ R. Given an encoder f , our objective is to find a
function h : Rp ÞÑ R such that hpfpxqq « h‹pxq (or hpfpgpxqqq « h‹pxq). The estimation error of
h is measured by the risk

RGph ˝ fq :“ Ex„PX ,g„PG rphpfpgpxqqq ´ h‹pxqq
2s, or Rph ˝ fq :“ Ex„PX rphpfpxqq ´ h‹pxqq

2s.

For example, in regression tasks where the goal is to predict the outcome y based on the covariates
x, one can choose h‹pxq “ Ery|xs. The two risks RGp¨q,Rp¨q correspond to the cases where a
random transformation g is (or is not) applied before passing the input to the encoder f , respectively.
Theorem 2 illustrates how the downstream performance of the encoder f depends on its sufficiency.
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Theorem 2 (Performance on downstream regression). Suppose h‹ satisfies
ˇ

ˇErh‹pxq|gpxqs
ˇ

ˇ ď Bh‹
almost surely. Given an encoder f : X ÞÑ Rp, there exists a measurable function h : Rp ÞÑ R such
that

RGph ˝ fq ď cpB2
h‹

a

Suffklpfq ` εGq, (7a)

where c ą 0 is some absolute constant and εG :“ Ex„PX ,g„PG rph‹pgpxqq ´ h‹pxqq
2s. Moreover, if

the augmented view has the same marginal distribution as the original sample, i.e., zp1q d
“ x, then

Rph ˝ fq ď cpB2
h‹

a

Suffklpfq ` εGq (7b)

for some absolute constant c ą 0.

The proof of Theorem 2 is contained in Appendix C.3. The term εG characterizes the impact of a
random transformation g on the value of the target function h‹. In SimCLR, since the encoder f
is trained only on the augmented views pzp1q, zp2qq, the random transformation g need to preserve
sufficient information on h‹ (e.g., εG is small) for f to be effective. This is often the case in practice:
for example, random cropping (g) typically does not alter the class label (h‹) of an image; similarly,
rotations and scaling (g) should not affect the true age (h‹) of a person in facial images. In addition,
Eq. (7a) still holds when εG is replaced by the minimum error rεG :“ infh Ex„PX ,g„PG rphpgpxqq ´
h‹pxqq

2s ď εG . We refer to the proof for more details.

Adaptation to downstream classification tasks. We next turn to classification tasks. Suppose
in the downstream we are given samples px,yq from some joint distribution P on X ˆ rKs, where
x „ PX is the input and y P rKs is the corresponding label. Note that for any x, the label y follows
the conditional probability Ppy|xq. Given an encoder f , for any function h : Rp ÞÑ ∆prKsq, we
measure its classification error by

Rcls
G ph ˝ fq :“ Epx,yq„P,grDKLpPpy|xq||hpfpgpxqqqqs.

Theorem 3 (Performance on downstream classification). Suppose infyPrKs Ppy|gpxqq ě expp´Bq
for some B ą 0 on the support of gpxq. Given an encoder f : X ÞÑ Rp, there exists a measurable
function h : Rp ÞÑ ∆prKsq such that

Rcls
G ph ˝ fq ď c

´

B
a

Suffklpfq ` ε
cls
G

¯

, (8)

where εcls
G :“ Ex„PX ,g„PG rD2pPpy|xq||Ppy|zqq`D2pPpy|zq||Ppy|xqqs and c ą 0 is some absolute

constant. Here, D2 denotes the 2-Rényi divergence.

The proof of Theorem 3 is contained in Appendix C.4. Similar to the regression case in Theorem 2,
the downstream classification error is bounded by the sum of a sufficiency term and an error term that
characterizes the change in label probabilities induced by the transformation g.

3.3 General f-contrastive learning

We generalize our theoretical framework to using general f-sufficiency as defined in Definition 1,
which could be controlled by minimizing the f-contrastive learning risk. We discuss (1) how to find
encoders f with low f-sufficiency Suff fpfq via data augmentation-based contrastive learning and (2)
the implications of low f-sufficiency on downstream performance. Note that fpxq “ x log x yields
the standard SimCLR setup.

3.3.1 Finding encoders with low f-sufficiency

Recall the variational form sufficiency (VFS) in Definition 1. We see that for any f and encoder f

Suff fpfq ď inf
S:fpX qˆX ÞÑR

RfpS ˝ fq ´ inf
S:XˆX ÞÑR

RfpSq ď RfpSf q ´ inf
S:XˆX ÞÑR

RfpSq
looooooooooooooomooooooooooooooon

Excess risk

.

Thus, for any ε ą 0, if there exists an encoder pf P F such that the excess risk of S
pf is less than

ε, then the sufficiency Suff fp pfq ď ε. Consequently, given i.i.d. pairs of augmented views, we can
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obtain an encoder pf with low f-sufficiency by choosing pf as the empirical risk minimizer (ERM) of a
finite-sample estimate pRfpSf q of RfpSf q, provided that pRfpSf q « RfpSf q, the function class F is
sufficiently rich, and its } ¨ }2,8-covering number is well-controlled.

We focus on χ2-sufficiency (i.e., fpxq “ px ´ 1q2{2) in the following. For general f , the Sxpxq

that attains the infimum in Eq. (1) may not have a closed-form solution, and estimating pRfpSf q
requires solving estimating equations, adding complexity to the analysis. Thus, we leave a detailed
investigation of the general f case for future work.

When fpxq “ px´ 1q2{2, basic algebra shows that the χ2-contrastive loss (1) takes the form

Rχ2pSq “ EPpx,yqr´Spx, yqs ` EPpxqPpyqrpSpx, yq ´ EPpyqrSpx, yqsq
2{2` Spx, yqs. (9)

Given n “ n1K i.i.d. pairs of augmented views tpzp1qi , z
p2q
i quni“1, an unbiased finite-sample estimate

of Rχ2pSq gives

pRchisq,KpSf q :“
1

n

n1
ÿ

i“1

K
ÿ

j“1

” 1

4pK ´ 1qpK ´ 2q

ÿ

k,lPrKs
j‰k, k‰l, l‰j

`

Sf pz
p1q
ij , z

p2q
ik q ´ Sf pz

p1q
ij , z

p2q
il q

˘2

`
1

K ´ 1

ÿ

k‰j

Sf pz
p1q
ij , z

p2q
ik q ´ Sf pz

p1q
ij , z

p2q
ij q

ı

, Sf :“ τpxfpzp1qq, fpzp2qqyq, (10)

where we adopt the shorthand zpiqab “ z
piq
pa´1qK`b for i P r2s. Let pf “ argminfPF

pRchisq,KpSf q be the
ERM estimator. Similar to Theorem 1, we have
Theorem 4 (χ2-sufficiency bound for the ERM estimator). Suppose Sf pz

p1q, zp2qq P r´ sBS, sBSs for
all f P F and pairs pzp1q, zp2qq, and that Assumption 2 holds for someBτ ą 0. Let S‹pz

p1q, zp2qq :“
Ppzp1q,zp2qq

Ppzp1qqPpzp2qq . For any K ě 3, with probability at least 1´ δ, we have

Suffχ2p pfq ď generalization error` approximation error, (11)
where

generalization error :“
c sB2

S?
n

”

a

logp1{δq `B2
τ

ż 2p sBS`Bτ q

0

b

logN pu, } ¨ }2,8,Fqdu
ı

,

approximation error :“ inf
fPF

Rχ2pSf q ´Rχ2pS‹q

for some absolute constant c ą 0.

The proof of Theorem 4 is provided in Appendix C.5. Note that we do not assume the boundedness
of S‹ as in Theorem 1.

3.3.2 Implications of low f-Sufficiency

Similar to the KL case in Section 3.2, the downstream performance of f can be controlled by its
f-sufficiency for a broad class of f considered in Definition 1. Recall the CBS form in Definition 1.
Proposition 5 (f-sufficiency bound on downstream performance). The results in Theorem 2 and 3
hold with Suffklpfq replaced by c22 ¨ Suff fpfq for some value c2 ą 0 if

Ezp1q,zp2qrDTVpPp¨|zp1qq||Pzp2q|zp1qp¨|fpzp1qqqqs ď c2 ¨
a

Suff fpfq. (13)

Proposition 5 follows immediately by noting that, in the proof of Theorem 2 and 3, Suffklpfq is
only used as an upper bound of the expected total variation distance (e.g., by Pinsker’s inequality).
It can be verified that KL-divergence and χ2-divergence satisfy Eq. (13) with c2 “ 1{

?
2. Let

r “ Ppzp1q, zp2qq{rPpzp1qqPpzp2qqs denote the density ratio. Moreover, for general f , we can choose
c2 “ p2 infpzp1q,zp2qq f

2

prqq´1{2, which is bounded when f is strongly convex on the range of the
density ratio r. For example, we can choose c2 “

?
2B3{4 when fpxq “ 1 ´

?
x corresponds to

squared Hellinger-sufficiency if the density ratio r ď B for all pairs pzp1q, zp2qq. We refer the readers
to Lemma 3 in Appendix B.2 for further details. Combining the results from Sections 3.3.1 and 3.3.2,
we provide end-to-end theoretical guarantees for the downstream performance of encoders obtained
by minimizing the χ2-contrastive losses.
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4 Examples

In this section, we present concrete examples on linear regression and topic classification to illustrate
the applicability of our general results in Section 3.

4.1 Linear regression

Let x follow some distribution PX on X Ď Rd. We assume the downstream task is linear regression,
where we observe samples of the form px,yq P Rd ˆ R, with y “ xx, θ‹y ` ε for some unknown
parameter θ‹ P Rd and zero-mean noise ε independent of x. The goal is to predict y given x. While
fitting a linear model using only the downstream samples yields a risk of order Opd{mq, a smaller
risk may be achieved by fitting a linear model on a low-dimensional representation fpzq P Rp, where
p ! d, that captures sufficient information about x relevant to the downstream task. Theorem 6 gives
a theoretical guarantee for learning the downstream task using a given linear encoder.
Theorem 6 (Linear regression with encoder representation). Let p ď d. Suppose we are given a linear
encoder fpzq “Wz for someW P Rpˆd and m i.i.d. samples tpxi,yiqumi“1 from the downstream
linear model y “ xx, θ‹y`ε, where ε „ N p0, sσ2q KK x. Suppose supxPX }x}2 ď Bx, }θ‹}2 ď Bθ
for some Bx, Bθ ą 0 and let B “ BxBθ. Also assume that ErpId ´W :W qz|Wzs “ 0 almost
surely. Consider fitting a (random) linear model h

pηpxq “ xfpzq, pηy by ordinary least squares, i.e.,

pη :“ argminηPRp
!

pRlinphηq :“
1

m

m
ÿ

i“1

pxfpziq, ηy ´ yiq
2
)

,

where z “ gpxq, zi “ gipxiq, and g, tgumi“1 are i.i.d. transformations from PG . Then the expected
risk of the truncated linear model rh

pηpxq :“ projr´B,Bsphpηpxqq satisfies

ErRlinprhpηqs :“ E
“

Ex,y,grpy ´ rh
pηpxqq

2s
‰

ď sσ2
loomoon

irreducible risk

`c
´

pB2c2

b

Suffcb,fpfq ` εGq ` psσ
2 `B2q

p logm

m

¯

,

where εG “ Erxx´ z, θ‹y2s and the outer expectation is over tpxi,yi, giquni“1, and c2 ą 0 is any
value that satisfies Eq. (13).

See the proof of Theorem 6 and more discussion in Appendix D.1. Compared to fitting a linear
model using x P Rd, which yields an excess risk of Opd{mq, Theorem 6 achieves a smaller excess
risk of order rOpp{mq when p ! d and fpgpxqq is a “good" representation of x, in the sense that
Suff fpfq and εG are sufficiently small. In Appendix D.2, we present a scenario where a linear encoder
f with low KL-sufficiency Suffklpfq can be efficiently learned by minimizing the SimCLR loss in
Eq. (3). Specifically, we consider a case where two augmented views pzp1q, zp2qq follow a joint von
Mises-Fisher (vMF) distribution [8] on a low-dimensional unit sphere, allowing S‹ to be realized
by Sf for some linear encoder f . Combined with Theorem 6, this yields an end-to-end result on the
downstream performance of the SimCLR-trained encoder.

4.2 Topic classification

We also demonstrate our results in a classification setting. Let Y “ t1, 2, . . . ,Mu represent a set of
classes. A sample x is generated by first selecting a class y P Y from some distribution PY , and then
drawing x “ pxc1 ,xc2q P rSs ˆ rSs conditioned on y, with the joint distribution

Ppx|yq “ Pcpxc1 |yq ˆ Pcpxc2 |yq,
where Pcp¨|yq is some conditional distribution over rSs. For example, in a topic classification task,
each sample consists of a two-part sentence (or a two-word phrase), with the class y representing
the topic (e.g., sports, technology, or health). The first and second parts (or words), xc1 and xc2 , are
independently sampled from a vocabulary of size S, conditioned on the topic y.

Contrastive learning. We use the random dropout transformation g : rSs ˆ rSs Ñ rSs, which
selects one component xci from the pair pxc1 ,xc2q with equal probability as the augmented view z
and drops the other. Denote the augmented view z using one-hot encoding. We consider encoders f
that are linear functions of z augmented with the one-hot encoding, i.e., consider the encoder space

F “ tfaug : YSi“1teiu ÞÑ RM`S |faugpzq “ ppWzqJ, wzJqJ,W P RMˆS , w P R, }W }2,8 _ |
w
?
S
| ď BW u
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with BW “ M . To learn an encoder pfaug, we minimize the χ2-contrastive loss computed using n
i.i.d. pairs of augmented views via Eq. (10). Importantly, class labels tyiuni“1 remain unobservable
during contrastive learning.

Downstream classification. Let pfaugpzq “ ppxWzqJ, pw ¨ zJqJ be the learned representation,
and define the encoder as pfpzq :“ xWz P RM . We train a linear classifier on pf to predict the
conditional topic distribution Ppy “ y|xqyPrMs P RM . Define E‹ P RMˆS such that E‹,¨j “
´

Pcpy“1|xc1“jq?
PYpy“1q

, . . . , Pcpy“M |x
c1“jq?

PYpy“Mq

¯J

for j P rSs. Assume that (a) the marginal distributions of y

andxc1 are uniform over rM s and rSs, respectively; (b) the minimum singular value σminpE‹E‹
J
q ě

σ2
E‹

for some σE‹ ą 0; (c) S ě 4M and infyPrMs,sPrSs Pcpy|sq ě expp´Bq for some B ą 0.

Theorem 7 (Classification using the χ2-trained encoder). Under the setup and assumptions in
Section 4.2 and let pfaug be the ERM in Eq. (10). Then, with probability at least 1´ δ,

Suffχ2p pfaugq ď RfpS pfaug
q ´RfpS‹q “: Suffχ2pS

pfaug
q ď

cS2M4

?
n

”

a

logp1{δq `
?
SM1.5

ı

(14)

for some absolute constant c ą 0.

In downstream classification, given m i.i.d. samples tpxi,yiqumi“1, consider fitting a multi-class
classifier h

pΓpxq “
sh
pΓp

pfpzqq :“ softmaxplog trunppΓw pfpzq ` pΓbqq with

pΓ :“ argminΓwPRMˆM ,ΓbPRM , |||Γw|||op_}Γb}2ďBΓ

!

pRclsphΓq :“ ´
1

m

m
ÿ

i“1

logshΓp pfpziqqyi

)

, (15)

where z “ gpxq, zi “ gipxiq and g, tgumi“1 are i.i.d. dropout transformations, BΓ ě 4
?
SM{σE‹ ,

and trunpxq :“ projrexpp´Bq,1spxq. Then there exists some absolute constants c, c1 ą 0 such that,

given the encoder pf and suppose Suffχ2pS
pfaug
q ď c1

σ2
E‹

S2M , with probability at least 1´ δ1

RclspshpΓq :“ Ex,y,grDKLpPpy|xq||hpΓp
pfpgpxqqqqs

ď c
´ ”

εcls
G `

S exppBq

σ2
E‹

¨ Suffχ2pS
pfaug
q

ı

loooooooooooooooooooomoooooooooooooooooooon

approximation error

`
B
?
m

”

a

logp1{δ1q `Mp
a

logBΓ `
?
Bq

ı¯

looooooooooooooooooooooooooomooooooooooooooooooooooooooon

generalization error

.

See the proof in Appendix D.5. Note that the bound on downstream classification depends on the
sufficiency of the score function Suffχ2pS

pfaug
q, introduced in Appendix B.3, rather than Suffχ2p pfq.

This distinction arises because we restrict ourselves to linear classifiers, whereas Theorem 3 considers
arbitrary measurable functions, leading to an additional approximation error term.

5 Experiments

We conduct synthetic experiments to learn data representations via contrastive learning using two-
layer neural networks, and evaluate them on downstream linear regression.

In the contrastive learning stage, we generate n i.i.d. samples xi „ N p0, Idq. The augmentation g
adds i.i.d. N p0, σ2

1q noise to the first s ă d coordinates of xi, and replaces the remaining coordinates
with i.i.d. N p0, 1q noise. We apply KL and χ2-contrastive learning (Eq. 3 and 10) with link function
τpxq “ x, and encoder fp¨q being a two-layer ReLU neural network mapping Rd to Rs. We set
s “ 10, d “ 100, n “ 500, hidden dimension 64, and batch size K “ 64. The encoder is trained
using Adam (learning rate 0.001) for 1000 epochs until convergence.

For downstream regression, we generate m i.i.d. samples pxi,yiq, where xi „ N p0, Idq and yi “
xxi,θ‹y ` εi, with εi „ N p0, σ2q independent of xi. We choose θ‹ “ p1Js {

?
s,0Jd´sq

J and
σ “ 1. Using the learned representation pfpxiq P Rs from KL (or χ2)-contrastive learning, we
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Figure 1: Excess risk for various downstream sample sizes m. The errorbars represent the standard
deviation over 10 runs.

fit a downstream linear model to predict yi. We define the excess risk of any predictor h as
Erpyi ´ hpxiqq

2s ´ σ2, and evaluate the excess risk of the linear model trained on pfpxiq. For
comparison, we also report the excess risk of a linear model trained directly on the original features
xi (denoted as Direct LR). Results for various downstream sample size m and the standard deviation
over 10 runs are shown in Figure 1.

From the figure, we observe that linear regression based on KL (i.e., InfoNCE) or χ2-pretrained
representations achieve comparable excess risks, both much lower than that of direct linear regression
when the sample size m is relatively small (e.g., m “ 150, 500). This suggests that both KL and
χ2-contrastive learning can learn a “good” low-dimensional representation for the downstream task.
As the sample size increases, the excess risk of direct linear regression converges to zero, while
those of KL and χ2-pretrained representations converge to non-zero constants. This is consistent
with our theoretical results, which attribute the excess risk to the non-zero sufficiency of pf and the
augmentation error εG . More results comparing KL (i.e., InfoNCE) and χ2-contrastive learning in
the CLIP setting are provided in Appendix E.

6 Conclusion

In this work, we present a new theoretical framework for data augmentation-based contrastive learning,
with SimCLR as a representative example. Based on the extended concept of approximate sufficient
statistics, we establish a connection between minimizing the f-contrastive losses and minimizing the
conditional Bregman sufficiency (CBS) of the encoder. Moreover, we show that the learned encoders
can be effectively applied to downstream tasks with performance depending on their sufficiency and
the error on the downstream task induced by data augmentation.

Our work opens up many directions for future research. First, as seen in Definition 1, the concept
of approximate sufficient statistics is not limited to contrastive learning; exploring its applicability
to other self-supervised and supervised learning paradigms is a promising direction. Second, while
approximate sufficiency quantifies the information preserved by the encoder, it does not reflect
the redundancy in its representation. Thus, it would be interesting to generalize the concept of
minimal sufficient statistics and develop practical algorithms for finding representations that are
both approximately sufficient and minimal. Lastly, our work mainly focuses on the empirical risk
minimizers in contrastive learning. Understanding what representations are learned and how training
algorithms influence the learned representation remains another exciting avenue for future research.
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NeurIPS Paper Checklist

The checklist is designed to encourage best practices for responsible machine learning research,
addressing issues of reproducibility, transparency, research ethics, and societal impact. Do not remove
the checklist: The papers not including the checklist will be desk rejected. The checklist should
follow the references and follow the (optional) supplemental material. The checklist does NOT count
towards the page limit.

Please read the checklist guidelines carefully for information on how to answer these questions. For
each question in the checklist:

• You should answer [Yes] , [No] , or [NA] .

• [NA] means either that the question is Not Applicable for that particular paper or the
relevant information is Not Available.

• Please provide a short (1–2 sentence) justification right after your answer (even for NA).

The checklist answers are an integral part of your paper submission. They are visible to the
reviewers, area chairs, senior area chairs, and ethics reviewers. You will be asked to also include it
(after eventual revisions) with the final version of your paper, and its final version will be published
with the paper.

The reviewers of your paper will be asked to use the checklist as one of the factors in their evaluation.
While "[Yes] " is generally preferable to "[No] ", it is perfectly acceptable to answer "[No] " provided a
proper justification is given (e.g., "error bars are not reported because it would be too computationally
expensive" or "we were unable to find the license for the dataset we used"). In general, answering
"[No] " or "[NA] " is not grounds for rejection. While the questions are phrased in a binary way, we
acknowledge that the true answer is often more nuanced, so please just use your best judgment and
write a justification to elaborate. All supporting evidence can appear either in the main paper or the
supplemental material, provided in appendix. If you answer [Yes] to a question, in the justification
please point to the section(s) where related material for the question can be found.

IMPORTANT, please:

• Delete this instruction block, but keep the section heading “NeurIPS Paper Checklist",

• Keep the checklist subsection headings, questions/answers and guidelines below.
• Do not modify the questions and only use the provided macros for your answers.

1. Claims
Question: Do the main claims made in the abstract and introduction accurately reflect the
paper’s contributions and scope?

Answer: [Yes]

Justification: This is a theoretical paper. We provide a summary of our results in the abstract
and introduction.

Guidelines:

• The answer NA means that the abstract and introduction do not include the claims
made in the paper.

• The abstract and/or introduction should clearly state the claims made, including the
contributions made in the paper and important assumptions and limitations. A No or
NA answer to this question will not be perceived well by the reviewers.

• The claims made should match theoretical and experimental results, and reflect how
much the results can be expected to generalize to other settings.

• It is fine to include aspirational goals as motivation as long as it is clear that these goals
are not attained by the paper.

2. Limitations
Question: Does the paper discuss the limitations of the work performed by the authors?

Answer: [Yes]
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Justification: we have discussed the limitations of our work in the paper.
Guidelines:

• The answer NA means that the paper has no limitation while the answer No means that
the paper has limitations, but those are not discussed in the paper.

• The authors are encouraged to create a separate "Limitations" section in their paper.
• The paper should point out any strong assumptions and how robust the results are to

violations of these assumptions (e.g., independence assumptions, noiseless settings,
model well-specification, asymptotic approximations only holding locally). The authors
should reflect on how these assumptions might be violated in practice and what the
implications would be.

• The authors should reflect on the scope of the claims made, e.g., if the approach was
only tested on a few datasets or with a few runs. In general, empirical results often
depend on implicit assumptions, which should be articulated.

• The authors should reflect on the factors that influence the performance of the approach.
For example, a facial recognition algorithm may perform poorly when image resolution
is low or images are taken in low lighting. Or a speech-to-text system might not be
used reliably to provide closed captions for online lectures because it fails to handle
technical jargon.

• The authors should discuss the computational efficiency of the proposed algorithms
and how they scale with dataset size.

• If applicable, the authors should discuss possible limitations of their approach to
address problems of privacy and fairness.

• While the authors might fear that complete honesty about limitations might be used by
reviewers as grounds for rejection, a worse outcome might be that reviewers discover
limitations that aren’t acknowledged in the paper. The authors should use their best
judgment and recognize that individual actions in favor of transparency play an impor-
tant role in developing norms that preserve the integrity of the community. Reviewers
will be specifically instructed to not penalize honesty concerning limitations.

3. Theory assumptions and proofs
Question: For each theoretical result, does the paper provide the full set of assumptions and
a complete (and correct) proof?
Answer: [Yes]
Justification: it can be seen from the theorem statements and the proofs.
Guidelines:

• The answer NA means that the paper does not include theoretical results.
• All the theorems, formulas, and proofs in the paper should be numbered and cross-

referenced.
• All assumptions should be clearly stated or referenced in the statement of any theorems.
• The proofs can either appear in the main paper or the supplemental material, but if

they appear in the supplemental material, the authors are encouraged to provide a short
proof sketch to provide intuition.

• Inversely, any informal proof provided in the core of the paper should be complemented
by formal proofs provided in appendix or supplemental material.

• Theorems and Lemmas that the proof relies upon should be properly referenced.
4. Experimental result reproducibility

Question: Does the paper fully disclose all the information needed to reproduce the main ex-
perimental results of the paper to the extent that it affects the main claims and/or conclusions
of the paper (regardless of whether the code and data are provided or not)?
Answer: [NA]
Justification: we did not run any experiment in this paper.
Guidelines:

• The answer NA means that the paper does not include experiments.
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• If the paper includes experiments, a No answer to this question will not be perceived
well by the reviewers: Making the paper reproducible is important, regardless of
whether the code and data are provided or not.

• If the contribution is a dataset and/or model, the authors should describe the steps taken
to make their results reproducible or verifiable.

• Depending on the contribution, reproducibility can be accomplished in various ways.
For example, if the contribution is a novel architecture, describing the architecture fully
might suffice, or if the contribution is a specific model and empirical evaluation, it may
be necessary to either make it possible for others to replicate the model with the same
dataset, or provide access to the model. In general. releasing code and data is often
one good way to accomplish this, but reproducibility can also be provided via detailed
instructions for how to replicate the results, access to a hosted model (e.g., in the case
of a large language model), releasing of a model checkpoint, or other means that are
appropriate to the research performed.

• While NeurIPS does not require releasing code, the conference does require all submis-
sions to provide some reasonable avenue for reproducibility, which may depend on the
nature of the contribution. For example
(a) If the contribution is primarily a new algorithm, the paper should make it clear how

to reproduce that algorithm.
(b) If the contribution is primarily a new model architecture, the paper should describe

the architecture clearly and fully.
(c) If the contribution is a new model (e.g., a large language model), then there should

either be a way to access this model for reproducing the results or a way to reproduce
the model (e.g., with an open-source dataset or instructions for how to construct
the dataset).

(d) We recognize that reproducibility may be tricky in some cases, in which case
authors are welcome to describe the particular way they provide for reproducibility.
In the case of closed-source models, it may be that access to the model is limited in
some way (e.g., to registered users), but it should be possible for other researchers
to have some path to reproducing or verifying the results.

5. Open access to data and code
Question: Does the paper provide open access to the data and code, with sufficient instruc-
tions to faithfully reproduce the main experimental results, as described in supplemental
material?

Answer: [NA]

Justification: we did not run any experiment in this paper.

Guidelines:

• The answer NA means that paper does not include experiments requiring code.
• Please see the NeurIPS code and data submission guidelines (https://nips.cc/
public/guides/CodeSubmissionPolicy) for more details.

• While we encourage the release of code and data, we understand that this might not be
possible, so “No” is an acceptable answer. Papers cannot be rejected simply for not
including code, unless this is central to the contribution (e.g., for a new open-source
benchmark).

• The instructions should contain the exact command and environment needed to run to
reproduce the results. See the NeurIPS code and data submission guidelines (https:
//nips.cc/public/guides/CodeSubmissionPolicy) for more details.

• The authors should provide instructions on data access and preparation, including how
to access the raw data, preprocessed data, intermediate data, and generated data, etc.

• The authors should provide scripts to reproduce all experimental results for the new
proposed method and baselines. If only a subset of experiments are reproducible, they
should state which ones are omitted from the script and why.

• At submission time, to preserve anonymity, the authors should release anonymized
versions (if applicable).
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• Providing as much information as possible in supplemental material (appended to the
paper) is recommended, but including URLs to data and code is permitted.

6. Experimental setting/details
Question: Does the paper specify all the training and test details (e.g., data splits, hyper-
parameters, how they were chosen, type of optimizer, etc.) necessary to understand the
results?

Answer: [NA]

Justification: we did not run any experiments in this paper.

Guidelines:

• The answer NA means that the paper does not include experiments.
• The experimental setting should be presented in the core of the paper to a level of detail

that is necessary to appreciate the results and make sense of them.
• The full details can be provided either with the code, in appendix, or as supplemental

material.

7. Experiment statistical significance
Question: Does the paper report error bars suitably and correctly defined or other appropriate
information about the statistical significance of the experiments?

Answer: [NA]

Justification: we did not run any experiments in this paper.

Guidelines:

• The answer NA means that the paper does not include experiments.
• The authors should answer "Yes" if the results are accompanied by error bars, confi-

dence intervals, or statistical significance tests, at least for the experiments that support
the main claims of the paper.

• The factors of variability that the error bars are capturing should be clearly stated (for
example, train/test split, initialization, random drawing of some parameter, or overall
run with given experimental conditions).

• The method for calculating the error bars should be explained (closed form formula,
call to a library function, bootstrap, etc.)

• The assumptions made should be given (e.g., Normally distributed errors).
• It should be clear whether the error bar is the standard deviation or the standard error

of the mean.
• It is OK to report 1-sigma error bars, but one should state it. The authors should

preferably report a 2-sigma error bar than state that they have a 96% CI, if the hypothesis
of Normality of errors is not verified.

• For asymmetric distributions, the authors should be careful not to show in tables or
figures symmetric error bars that would yield results that are out of range (e.g. negative
error rates).

• If error bars are reported in tables or plots, The authors should explain in the text how
they were calculated and reference the corresponding figures or tables in the text.

8. Experiments compute resources
Question: For each experiment, does the paper provide sufficient information on the com-
puter resources (type of compute workers, memory, time of execution) needed to reproduce
the experiments?

Answer: [NA]

Justification: we did not run any experiments in this paper.

Guidelines:

• The answer NA means that the paper does not include experiments.
• The paper should indicate the type of compute workers CPU or GPU, internal cluster,

or cloud provider, including relevant memory and storage.
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• The paper should provide the amount of compute required for each of the individual
experimental runs as well as estimate the total compute.

• The paper should disclose whether the full research project required more compute
than the experiments reported in the paper (e.g., preliminary or failed experiments that
didn’t make it into the paper).

9. Code of ethics
Question: Does the research conducted in the paper conform, in every respect, with the
NeurIPS Code of Ethics https://neurips.cc/public/EthicsGuidelines?
Answer: [Yes]
Justification: the authors have reviewed the Code of Ethics.
Guidelines:

• The answer NA means that the authors have not reviewed the NeurIPS Code of Ethics.
• If the authors answer No, they should explain the special circumstances that require a

deviation from the Code of Ethics.
• The authors should make sure to preserve anonymity (e.g., if there is a special consid-

eration due to laws or regulations in their jurisdiction).
10. Broader impacts

Question: Does the paper discuss both potential positive societal impacts and negative
societal impacts of the work performed?
Answer: [NA]
Justification: there is no societal impact of the work performed.
Guidelines:

• The answer NA means that there is no societal impact of the work performed.
• If the authors answer NA or No, they should explain why their work has no societal

impact or why the paper does not address societal impact.
• Examples of negative societal impacts include potential malicious or unintended uses

(e.g., disinformation, generating fake profiles, surveillance), fairness considerations
(e.g., deployment of technologies that could make decisions that unfairly impact specific
groups), privacy considerations, and security considerations.

• The conference expects that many papers will be foundational research and not tied
to particular applications, let alone deployments. However, if there is a direct path to
any negative applications, the authors should point it out. For example, it is legitimate
to point out that an improvement in the quality of generative models could be used to
generate deepfakes for disinformation. On the other hand, it is not needed to point out
that a generic algorithm for optimizing neural networks could enable people to train
models that generate Deepfakes faster.

• The authors should consider possible harms that could arise when the technology is
being used as intended and functioning correctly, harms that could arise when the
technology is being used as intended but gives incorrect results, and harms following
from (intentional or unintentional) misuse of the technology.

• If there are negative societal impacts, the authors could also discuss possible mitigation
strategies (e.g., gated release of models, providing defenses in addition to attacks,
mechanisms for monitoring misuse, mechanisms to monitor how a system learns from
feedback over time, improving the efficiency and accessibility of ML).

11. Safeguards
Question: Does the paper describe safeguards that have been put in place for responsible
release of data or models that have a high risk for misuse (e.g., pretrained language models,
image generators, or scraped datasets)?
Answer: [NA]
Justification: not applicable
Guidelines:

• The answer NA means that the paper poses no such risks.
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• Released models that have a high risk for misuse or dual-use should be released with
necessary safeguards to allow for controlled use of the model, for example by requiring
that users adhere to usage guidelines or restrictions to access the model or implementing
safety filters.

• Datasets that have been scraped from the Internet could pose safety risks. The authors
should describe how they avoided releasing unsafe images.

• We recognize that providing effective safeguards is challenging, and many papers do
not require this, but we encourage authors to take this into account and make a best
faith effort.

12. Licenses for existing assets
Question: Are the creators or original owners of assets (e.g., code, data, models), used in
the paper, properly credited and are the license and terms of use explicitly mentioned and
properly respected?

Answer: [NA]

Justification: the paper does not use existing assets.

Guidelines:

• The answer NA means that the paper does not use existing assets.
• The authors should cite the original paper that produced the code package or dataset.
• The authors should state which version of the asset is used and, if possible, include a

URL.
• The name of the license (e.g., CC-BY 4.0) should be included for each asset.
• For scraped data from a particular source (e.g., website), the copyright and terms of

service of that source should be provided.
• If assets are released, the license, copyright information, and terms of use in the

package should be provided. For popular datasets, paperswithcode.com/datasets
has curated licenses for some datasets. Their licensing guide can help determine the
license of a dataset.

• For existing datasets that are re-packaged, both the original license and the license of
the derived asset (if it has changed) should be provided.

• If this information is not available online, the authors are encouraged to reach out to
the asset’s creators.

13. New assets
Question: Are new assets introduced in the paper well documented and is the documentation
provided alongside the assets?

Answer: [NA]

Justification: the paper does not release new assets.

Guidelines:

• The answer NA means that the paper does not release new assets.
• Researchers should communicate the details of the dataset/code/model as part of their

submissions via structured templates. This includes details about training, license,
limitations, etc.

• The paper should discuss whether and how consent was obtained from people whose
asset is used.

• At submission time, remember to anonymize your assets (if applicable). You can either
create an anonymized URL or include an anonymized zip file.

14. Crowdsourcing and research with human subjects
Question: For crowdsourcing experiments and research with human subjects, does the paper
include the full text of instructions given to participants and screenshots, if applicable, as
well as details about compensation (if any)?

Answer: [NA]

Justification: this paper does not involve crowdsourcing nor research with human subjects.
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Guidelines:
• The answer NA means that the paper does not involve crowdsourcing nor research with

human subjects.
• Including this information in the supplemental material is fine, but if the main contribu-

tion of the paper involves human subjects, then as much detail as possible should be
included in the main paper.

• According to the NeurIPS Code of Ethics, workers involved in data collection, curation,
or other labor should be paid at least the minimum wage in the country of the data
collector.

15. Institutional review board (IRB) approvals or equivalent for research with human
subjects
Question: Does the paper describe potential risks incurred by study participants, whether
such risks were disclosed to the subjects, and whether Institutional Review Board (IRB)
approvals (or an equivalent approval/review based on the requirements of your country or
institution) were obtained?
Answer: [NA]
Justification: this paper does not involve crowdsourcing nor research with human subjects.
Guidelines:

• The answer NA means that the paper does not involve crowdsourcing nor research with
human subjects.

• Depending on the country in which research is conducted, IRB approval (or equivalent)
may be required for any human subjects research. If you obtained IRB approval, you
should clearly state this in the paper.

• We recognize that the procedures for this may vary significantly between institutions
and locations, and we expect authors to adhere to the NeurIPS Code of Ethics and the
guidelines for their institution.

• For initial submissions, do not include any information that would break anonymity (if
applicable), such as the institution conducting the review.

16. Declaration of LLM usage
Question: Does the paper describe the usage of LLMs if it is an important, original, or
non-standard component of the core methods in this research? Note that if the LLM is used
only for writing, editing, or formatting purposes and does not impact the core methodology,
scientific rigorousness, or originality of the research, declaration is not required.
Answer: [NA]
Justification: the core method development in this research does not involve LLMs as any
important, original, or non-standard components.
Guidelines:

• The answer NA means that the core method development in this research does not
involve LLMs as any important, original, or non-standard components.

• Please refer to our LLM policy (https://neurips.cc/Conferences/2025/LLM)
for what should or should not be described.
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A Related work

Self-supervised learning and contrastive learning. Self-supervised learning (SSL) dates back
to the early work of De Sa [7], which leverages cross-modality information as a self-supervised
substitute for labels to improve classification performance. In the past decade, SSL has been explored
in image classification through various data augmentations, including rotation [9], colorization [50],
and Jigsaw puzzles [26]. More recently, contrastive learning based on paired and non-paired samples
has emerged as a prominent approach in SSL [14, 5, 10, 18, 31]. Notably, SimCLR [5] learns image
representations by minimizing the InfoNCE loss [29] on randomly augmented views of images, while
CLIP [31] does so on paired and non-paired image-text samples.

Choices of the loss function. Various loss functions have been used in contrastive learning,
including NCE [11], InfoNCE [29], Multi-class N-pair loss [37], SigLIP [49], f-MICL [23]. These
losses utilize cross-entropy and its variants to distinguish paired from non-paired samples. Most
relevant to our work is the InfoNCE loss [29], derived based on the InfoMax principle [22, 15].

Theoretical understanding of contrastive learning. Thus far, there is a rich body of literature on
the theoretical understanding of self-supervised learning [32, 30, 38, 45, 42, 27, 51, 1, 39, 40, 13, 17,
47, 20, 46, 6, 34, 35, 25, 36, 41, 23, 28]. Notably, early works [32, 45, 1] derived generalization error
bounds for downstream classification tasks, using linear classifiers trained on representations learned
by minimizing the InfoNCE loss. Wang and Isola [45] explained contrastive learning through align-
ment (pulling paired samples together) and uniformity (separating non-paired samples). Zimmermann
et al. [51] showed that InfoNCE minimization can implicitly learn the inverse of the data-generating
function. Tosh et al. [39] demonstrated that contrastive learning recovers document representations
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that reveal topic posterior information in a document classification problem. More recently, Van Elst
and Ghoshdastidar [41] derived new PAC-Bayes bounds on the generalization error of SimCLR using
bounded difference concentration and applied them to downstream linear classification. Compared
with their results, our generalization error bound in Theorem 1 is independent of the batch size K and
thus allows for large or full-batch learning. The most related work to ours is Oko et al. [28], which
introduced the concept of approximate sufficiency to assess the quality of representations. They also
demonstrated that the learned representation from CLIP [31] can be effectively adapted to several
multimodal downstream tasks in a joint hierarchical graphical model.

Our work differs from existing theories of contrastive learning in several aspects: (1) Similar to Oko
et al. [28], we derive more refined “excess risk bounds" instead of the “absolute risk bounds"
established under structural conditions for downstream tasks in many prior works. (2) We derive
novel unified risk bounds for downstream tasks that depend solely on the sufficiency of the encoder
and the error induced by data augmentation. (3) We extend the concept of approximate sufficient
statistics and theoretically analyze a broader class of contrastive losses.

B Properties of approximate sufficient statistics

In this section, we discuss some properties of approximate sufficient statistics introduced in Defini-
tion 1 and provide some concrete examples.

B.1 Equivalence in Definition 1

Lemma 1 (Equivalence of three forms of sufficiency). The ILS, VFS, CBS definitions in Definition 1
are equivalent, i.e., for any statistic T

Suff il,fpT q “ Suffvf,fpT q “ Suffcb,fpT q “: Suff fpT q.

Proof of Lemma 1. pILSq ô pVFSq. Note that by the variational form of f-divergence, we have

´ IfpX,Y q

“ inf
S:XˆYÑR

EPpx,yqr´Spx, yqs ` EPpxqPpyqrf
˚pSpx, yqqs

“ inf
Sx:XÑR,S:XˆYÑR

EPpx,yqrSxpxq ´ Spx, yqs ` EPpxqPpyqrf
˚pSpx, yq ´ Sxqs

“ inf
S:XˆYÑR

EPpx,yqr´Spx, yqs ` inf
Sx:X ÞÑR

EPpxqPpyqrf
˚pSpx, yq ´ Sxpxqq ` Sxpxqs “ inf

S:XˆYÑR
RfpSq.

Similarly,

´ IfpT pXq, Y q

“ inf
S:T pX qˆYÑR

EPpT pxq,yqr´SpT pxq, yqs ` EPpT pxqqPpyqrf
˚pSpT pxq, yqqs

“ inf
S:T pX qˆYÑR

EPpT pxq,yqr´SpT pxq, yqs ` inf
Sx:T pX qÞÑR

EPpT pxqqPpyqrf
˚pSpT pxq, yq ´ SxpT pxqqq ` SxpT pxqqs

“ inf
S:T pX qˆYÑR

EPpx,yqr´SpT pxq, yqs ` inf
Sx:T pX qÞÑR

EPpxqPpyqrf
˚pSpT pxq, yq ´ SxpT pxqqq ` SxpT pxqqs

“ inf
S:T pX qˆYÑR

RfpS ˝ T q.

Combining the two results yields the equivalence between pILSq and pVFSq.

pILSq ô pCBSq. By definition of the pILSq

Suff il,fpT q “ IfpX,Y q ´ IfpT pXq, Y q

“

ż

f
´ Ppx, yq
PpxqPpyq

¯

PpxqPpyqdµ´
ż

f
´ PpT pxq, yq
PpT pxqqPpyq

¯

PpT pxqqPpyqdµ

“

ż

f
´Ppy|xq

Ppyq

¯

PpxqPpyqdµ´
ż

f
´Ppy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯

PpxqPpyqdµ

“ EPpxqPpyq

”

f
´Ppy|xq

Ppyq

¯

´ f
´Ppy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯ı

“ Suffcb,fpT q,
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where the last equality follows since

EPpxqPpyq

”

f 1
´Ppy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯´Ppy|xq
Ppyq

´
Ppy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯ı

“ E
”

E
”

f 1
´Ppy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯´Ppy|xq
Ppyq

´
Ppy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯
ˇ

ˇ

ˇ
T pxq

ıı

“ E
” 1

Ppyq
f 1
´Ppy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯”

ErPpy|xq|T pxqs ´ Ppy|T pxqq
ıı

“ 0. (16)

An equivalent expression of pCBSq. We now show that

EPpxqˆPpyq

”

Bf

´Ppy|xq
Ppyq

,
Ppy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯ı

“ inf
Q:T pX qÞÑ∆pYq

EPpxqˆPpyq

”

Bf

´Ppy|xq
Ppyq

,
Qpy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯ı

.

This follows immediately as for any Q : T pX q ÞÑ ∆pYq

EPpxqˆPpyq

”

Bf

´Ppy|xq
Ppyq

,
Qpy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯ı

´ EPpxqˆPpyq

”

Bf

´Ppy|xq
Ppyq

,
Ppy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯ı

“ EPpxqˆPpyq

”

f
´Ppy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯

´ f
´Qpy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯

´ f 1
´Qpy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯´Ppy|xq
Ppyq

´
Qpy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯ı

ě EPpxqˆPpyq

”

f 1
´Qpy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯´Ppy|T pxqq
Ppyq

´
Ppy|xq
Ppyq

¯ı

“ 0,

where the first equality uses Eq. (16).

B.2 Properties and examples

Lemma 2 (Global minimizers of RfpSq). Recall

RfpSq “ EPpx,yqr´Spx, yqs ` inf
Sx:X ÞÑR

EPpxqPpyqrf
˚pSpx, yq ´ Sxpxqq ` Sxpxqs.

For f that is strictly convex and differentiable, the following results hold for Rfp¨q.

(1). The infimum in the definition of Rfp¨q is obtained by Sxpxq such that EPpyqrpf
1q´1pSpx, yq´

Sxpxqqs “ 1 for all x.

(2). Let S‹px, yq :“ f 1p Ppx,yq
PpxqPpyq q. The global minimizers of Rfp¨q form the set

Mf :“
!

S : X ˆ Y ÞÑ R,Spx, yq “ S‹px, yq ` Sxpxq for some Sx : X ÞÑ R
)

.

Proof of Lemma 2. For any fixed x, we have
∇cEPpyqrf

˚pSpx, yq ´ cq ` cs “ EPpyqr´∇f˚pSpx, yq ´ cq ` 1s

Claim (1) follows immediately from setting the derivative equal to zero and noting that ∇f˚ “ pf 1q´1.

To prove claim (2), we first note that adding any function Sxpxq to Spx, yq does not change the value
of RfpSq due to the infimum inside the definition of RfpSq. Therefore, it suffices to show that the
unique minimizer of

sRfpSq :“ EPpx,yqr´Spx, yqs ` EPpxqPpyqrf
˚pSpx, yqqs

is S‹ “ f 1
´

Ppx,yq
PpxqPpyq

¯

. Write S “ S‹ ` ch. It can be verified that sRfpS‹ ` chq is strictly convex in c.

Thus S‹ is the unique minimizer of sRf if ∇c
sRfpS‹ ` chq|c“0 “ 0 for all h. This is true since

∇c
sRfpS‹ ` chq|c“0 “ EPpx,yqr´hpx, yqs ` EPpxqPpyqr∇f˚pSpx, yqqhpx, yqs

“ EPpx,yqr´hpx, yqs ` EPpxqPpyq

” Ppx, yq
PpxqPpyq

hpx, yq
ı

“ 0,

where the second inequality uses the property of convex conjugates that ∇f˚pf 1pxqq “ x.
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Lemma 3 (A general bound on DTVpPpy|xq||Ppy|T pxqqq based on sufficiency.). For f in Definition 1
that is twice continuously differentiable, and for any statistic T , we have

EPpxqrDTVpPpy|xq||Ppy|T pxqqqs ď c2 ¨
b

Suffcb,fpT q, (17)

where c2 :“
´

2 infpx,yqPsupppx,yq f
2
´

Ppy|xq
Ppyq

¯¯´1{2

, and supppx, yq denotes the support of Ppxq ˆ
Ppyq. Notably, when fpxq “ px´ 1q2{2 (χ2-divergence), we have c2 “ 1{

?
2.

Proof of Lemma 3. Using the CBS form of sufficiency, we find that

SuffpT q “ EPpxqˆPpyq

”

Bf

´Ppy|xq
Ppyq

,
Ppy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯ı

ě
1

2
EPpxqˆPpyq

”

f
2
´Ppy|xq

Ppyq

¯

¨

”Ppy|xq
Ppyq

´
Ppy|T pxqq

Ppyq

ı2ı

ě
1

2
inf

px,yqPsupppx,yq
f
2
´Ppy|xq

Ppyq

¯

¨ EPpxqˆPpyq

””Ppy|xq
Ppyq

´
Ppy|T pxqq

Ppyq

ı2ı

,

where the first inequality follows from the definition of Bregman divergence and the fact that the
range of Ppy|T pxqq belongs to the range of Ppy|xq. Moreover, by Jensen’s inequality, we have

´

EPpxqˆPpyq

””Ppy|xq
Ppyq

´
Ppy|T pxqq

Ppyq

ı2ı¯1{2

ě EPpxqˆPpyq

”
ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

Ppy|xq
Ppyq

´
Ppy|T pxqq

Ppyq

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ı

“ 2EPpxqrDTVpPpy|xq||Ppy|T pxqqqs.
Putting pieces together yields Lemma 3.

Example 1 (KL-sufficiency). Take fpxq “ x log x (KL-divergence), then we have

Suffcb,fpT q “ EPpxq

”

DKL

´

Ppy|xq||Ppy|T pxqq
¯ı

, and

RfpSq “ EPpx,yqr´Spx, yqs ` EPpxqrlogEPpyqrexppSpx, yqqss.

It can be verified that the InfoNCE loss in Eq. (2) is an asymptotically unbiased estimate of RfpSq as
the batch size K Ñ8 (see Eq. 6). Moreover, by Pinsker’s inequality

EPpxqrDTVpPpy|xq||Ppy|T pxqqqs ď
1
?

2
¨

b

Suffcb,klpT q.

Example 2 (Chi-sufficiency). Take fpxq “ px´ 1q2{2 (χ2-divergence), then we have

Suffcb,fpT q “ EPpxqˆPpyq

”1

2

´Ppy|xq
Ppyq

´
Ppy|T pxqq

Ppyq

¯2ı

,

RfpSq “ EPpx,yqr´Spx, yqs ` EPpxqPpyqrpSpx, yq ´ EPpyqrSpx, yqsq
2{2` Spx, yqs.

Lemma 3 gives

EPpxqrDTVpPpy|xq||Ppy|T pxqqqs ď
1
?

2

b

Suffcb,χ2pT q.

Also, we can bound the χ2-divergence by the sufficiency:

EPpxqχ
2pPpy|xq||Ppy|T pxqqq ď Suffcb,f pT q ¨

”

2 sup
px,yqPsupppx,yq

PpT pxqqPpyq
PpT pxq, yq

ı

.

Example 3 (Squared Hellinger-sufficiency). Take fpxq “ 1´
?
x, then we have f˚pxq “ ´1´ 1

4x
for x ă 0, and

Suffcb,fpT q “ EPpxq
“

H2pPpyq||Ppy|xqq ´H2pPpyq||Ppy|T pxqqq
‰

,

where H2pp||qq :“
ş

p
a

ppxq ´
a

qpxqq2 dx{2 is the squared Hellinger distance. Similarly, the
squared Hellinger distance between Ppy|xq,Ppy|T pxqq can be bounded by the sufficiency of T :

EPpxq
“

H2pPpy|xq||Ppy|T pxqqq
‰

“
1

2
EPpxq

„

ÿ

y

`

a

Ppy|xq ´
a

Ppy|T pxqq
˘2

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ď

„

sup
px,yqPsupppx,yq

d

PpT pxq, yq
PpT pxqqPpyq



¨ EPpxq

„

ÿ

y

a

Ppyq
`
a

Ppy|T pxqq ´
a

Ppy|xq
˘2

2
a

Ppy|T pxqq



“

„

sup
px,yqPsupppx,yq

d

PpT pxq, yq
PpT pxqqPpyq



¨ Suffcb,fpT q,

where the last equality follows from

E
“

a

Ppy|T pxqq ´
a

Ppy|xq
ˇ

ˇ y, T pxq
‰

“ E
„

`

a

Ppy|T pxqq ´
a

Ppy|xq
˘

¨

a

Ppy|T pxqq ´
a

Ppy|xq
2
a

Ppy|T pxqq

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

y, T pxq



` E
„

Ppy|T pxqq ´ Ppy|xq
2
a

Ppy|T pxqq

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

y, T pxq



“ E
„

`
a

Ppy|T pxqq ´
a

Ppy|xq
˘2

2
a

Ppy|T pxqq

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

y, T pxq



.

B.3 Sufficiency of similarity scores

The definition of approximate sufficiency can be extended to score functions S : X ˆ Y ÞÑ R that
measure the similarity between pX,Y q.
Definition 2 (Approximate sufficient score functions). Let S : X ˆ Y ÞÑ R be a similarity score
function. It induces a conditional density PS on X ˆ Y w.r.t. the base measure µ via

PSpy|xq “ Ppyqpf 1q´1psSpx, yqq,

where sSpx, yq “ Spx, yq ´ Sxpxq such that EPpyqrpf
1q´1

sSpx, yqs “ 1 for all x. We define the
sufficiency of S in two equivalent forms:

• Variational Form Sufficiency (VFS): The variational form sufficiency of T is given by

Suffvf,fpSq “ RfpSq ´ inf
rS:XˆY ÞÑR

RfprSq,

and the f-contrastive loss

RfpSq :“ EPpx,yqr´Spx, yqs ` inf
Sx:X ÞÑR

EPpxqPpyqrf
˚pSpx, yq ´ Sxpxqq ` Sxpxqs, (18)

where f˚ is the Fenchel-dual of f .

• Conditional Bregman Sufficiency (CBS): The conditional Bregman sufficiency of T is
defined as

Suffcb,fpSq “ EPpxqˆPpyq

”

Bf

´Ppy|xq
Ppyq

,
PSpy|xq

Ppyq

¯ı

,

where Bfpa, bq :“ fpaq ´ fpbq ´ pa´ bqf 1pbq is the Bregman divergence of f .

Note that the excess risk of the contrastive loss equals the sufficiency of S under our definition.
Similar to Definition 1, we have
Lemma 4 (Equivalence of two forms of score sufficiency). For any similarity score S : X ˆ Y ÞÑ R,
the three forms of sufficiency in Definition 2 are equivalent, i.e.,

Suffvf,fpSq “ Suffcb,fpSq “: Suff fpSq.

Proof of Lemma 4. pVFSq ô pCBSq. Let S‹px, yq “ f 1p Ppx,yq
PpxqPpyq q. We have by Lemma 2 that

S‹ P argmin
rSRfprSq. By the definition of the pVFSq, we have

Suffvf,fpSq “ RfpSq ´RfpS‹q

“ EPpx,yqrS‹ ´ sSpx, yqs ` EPpxqPpyqrf
˚psSpx, yqq ´ f˚pS‹px, yqqs

piq
“ EPpx,yqrS‹ ´ sSpx, yqs ` EPpxqPpyq

”

f
´ Ppx, yq
PpxqPpyq

¯

´
Ppx, yq
PpxqPpyq

S‹px, yq
ı
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“ ´EPpx,yqrsSpx, yqs ` EPpxqPpyqrf
˚psSpx, yqqs ` EPpxqPpyq

”

f
´ Ppx, yq
PpxqPpyq

¯ı

piiq
“ ´EPpx,yqrsSpx, yqs ` EPpxqPpyq

”

f
´ Ppx, yq
PpxqPpyq

¯

`
PSpy|xq

Ppyq
sSpx, yq ´ f

´PSpy|xq

Ppyq

¯ı

“EPpxqPpyq

”

f
´Ppy|xq

Ppyq

¯

´ f
´PSpy|xq

Ppyq

¯ı

´ EPpxqˆPpyq

”

sSpx, yq
´Ppy|xq

Ppyq
´

PSpy|xq

Ppyq

¯ı

,

where step (i) and (ii) use fppf 1q´1pzqq ` f˚pzq “ zpf 1q´1pzq with z “ S‹px, yq and sSpx, yq,
respectively. Since sSpx, yq “ f 1pPSpy|xq

Ppyq q, it follows immediately that Suffvf,fpSq “ Suffcb,fpSq.

Example 4. Take fpxq “ x log x (KL-divergence). Then S‹px, yq “ log
`

Ppx, yq{rPpxqPpyqs
˘

,
Bfpa, bq “ a logpa{bq ´ pa´ bq, and PSpy|xq “ Ppyq exppSpx, yqq{EPpyqrexppSpx, yqqs. Also, we
have

SuffklpSq “ RfpSq ´RfpS‹q “

ż

Ppy|xq log

ˆ

Ppy|xq
PSpy|xq

˙

´
`

Ppy|xq ´ PSpy|xq
˘

Ppxqdy dx

“ Ex„Ppxq
“

DKLpPpy|xq }PSpy|xqq
‰

.

Example 5. Take fpxq “ px ´ 1q2{2 (χ2-divergence). Then S‹px, yq “ Ppx, yq{rPpxqPpyqs ´ 1,
Bfpa, bq “ pa´ bq

2{2, and PSpy|xq “ Ppyq
`

Spx, yq ´ EyrSpx, yqs ` 1
˘

. Moreover,

Suffχ2pSq “ RfpSq ´RfpS‹q “
1

2
EPpxqˆPpyq

„

`

Ppy|xq ´ PSpy|xq
˘2

Ppyq2



“
1

2
EPpxq

ÿ

y

„

`

Ppy|xq ´ PSpy|xq
˘2

Ppy|xq
¨
Ppy|xq
Ppyq



ě inf
px,yqPsupppx,yq

Ppx, yq
PpxqPpyq

¨ EPpxq
“

χ2pPpy|xq||PSpy|xqq
‰

.

C Proofs in Section 3

C.1 Proof of Eq. (6)

As given in Example 1 (which can be established using Lemma 2), the KL-contrastive loss has the
form

RklpSq “ Epzp1q,zp2qqr´Spzp1q, zp2qqs ` Ezp1q„Pz
rlogEzp2q„Pz

rexppSpzp1q, zp2qqqss.

Recall the SimCLR loss Rsimclr,KpSq in Eq. (2). We then have

lim
KÑ8

Rsimclr,KpSq ´ logK

“
1

2
lim
KÑ8

E
”

´ log
exppSpz

p1q
1 , z

p2q
1 qq

ř

jPrKs exppSpz
p1q
1 , z

p2q
j qq{K

ı

`
1

2
E
”

´ log
exppSpz

p1q
1 , z

p2q
1 qq

ř

jPrKs exppSpz
p1q
j , z

p2q
1 qq{K

ı

“ lim
KÑ8

E
”

log
ÿ

jPrKs

exppSpz
p1q
1 , z

p2q
j qq{K

ı

´ ErexppSpz
p1q
1 , z

p2q
1 qqs “ RklpSq,

where the second equality follows from the symmetry of S in its arguments and the last equality
uses the law of large numbers (note that zp1q1 is independent of zp2qj for j ‰ 1) and the bounded
convergence theorem.

C.2 Proof of Theorem 1

We begin the proof by stating the following proposition that connects the excess risk with sufficiency.
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Proposition 8 (Near-minimizers of SimCLR as near-sufficient statistics; Proposition 1 in Oko
et al. [28]). Suppose Assumption 1 holds and S‹ is a global minimizer of Rsimclr,KpSq as defined
in Section 3.1. Then, there exists a constant C ą 0, which depends polynomially on BS, such that
for any function f P F , its sufficiency can be bounded by its SimCLR excess risk. Namely, for any
K ě 2, we have

Suffpfq ď lim
K1Ñ8

”

Rsimclr,K1pSf q ´ Rsimclr,K1pS‹q
ı

ď

”

Rsimclr,KpSf q ´ Rsimclr,KpS‹q
ı

loooooooooooooooooomoooooooooooooooooon

SimCLR excess risk

¨

´

1`
C

K

¯

.

A similar version of this result has been established for contrastive language-image pretraining (CLIP)
in Proposition 1 in Oko et al. [28]. The proof of Proposition 8 follows immediately from the proof
of Proposition 1 in Oko et al. [28] as the SimCLR setup can be viewed as a special case of CLIP in
which the text and image follows a symmetric distribution conditioned on their shared information.

Adopt the shorthand notation RK for Rsimclr,K . With Proposition 8 at hand, we obtain the following
decomposition for some C ą 0 polynomially dependent on BS

Suffp pfq ď
”

RKpS pf q ´ RKpS‹q
ı

¨

´

1`
C

K

¯

“

”

rRKpS pf q ´ inf
fPF

RKpSf qs ` r inf
fPF

RKpSf q ´ RKpS‹qs
ı

¨

´

1`
C

K

¯

ď

”

RKpS pf q ´ inf
fPF

RKpSf q
ı

loooooooooooooomoooooooooooooon

generalization error

¨

´

1`
C

K

¯

`

”

inf
fPF

RKpSf q ´ RKpS‹q
ı

looooooooooooooomooooooooooooooon

approximation error

¨

´

1`
C

K

¯

.

Therefore, it remains to prove the following bound.

(1). With probability at least 1´ δ, the excess risk

RKpS pf q ´ inf
fPF

RKpSf q ď
C
?
n

«

a

logp1{δq `B2
τ

ż 2plogBS`Bτ q

0

b

logN pu, } ¨ }2,8,Fqsdu

ff

(19)

for some constant C ą 0 that is polynomially dependent on BS.

Proof of Eq. (19). Recall the definition of pRsimclr,K in Eq. (3) and adopt the shorthand pRK for pRsimclr,K .
Let Bf :“

a

Bτ plogBS `Bτ q, B :“ cpB6
S ` 1qBfBτ for some absolute constant c ą 0. It can be

verified by Assumption 2 that F must satisfy }f}2,8 ď Bf for all f P F to ensure Assumption 1
holds. Define the zero-mean random process Xf :“ pRKpSf q ´ ErpRKpSf qs, f P F . We will show
that

P
´

ˇ

ˇ sup
fPF

|Xf | ´ Ersup
fPF

|Xf |s
ˇ

ˇ ě t
¯

ď 2 exp
´

´
2nt2

9B4
S

¯

, for all t ě 0, and (20a)

Ersup
fPF

|Xf |s ď Er|Xf0
|s ` Er sup

f, rfPF
|Xf ´X rf |s

ď c
B2

S?
n
` 32

B
?
n
¨

ż 2Bf

0

b

logN pu, } ¨ }2,8,Fqdu (20b)

for any f0 P F and some absolute constant c ą 0. Combining the two bounds and noting

RKpS pf q ´ inf
fPF

RKpSf q ď 2 sup
fPF

|pRKpSf q ´ RKpSf q| “ 2 sup
fPF

|pRKpSf q ´ ErpRKpSf qs| “ 2 sup
fPF

|Xf |

(21)

yields claim (1).
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Proof of Eq. (20a). Let szi “ pz
p1q
i , z

p2q
i q. Then tsziuni“1 are i.i.d. pairs of augmented views. For

any i P rn1s, j P rKs, suppose szpi´1qK`j is replaced by some alternative sample rzpi´1qK`j “

prz
p1q
pi´1qK`j , rz

p2q
pi´1qK`jq in the calculation of pRKpSf q. Then we have

|Xf psz1, . . . , szpi´1qK`j , . . . , sznq ´Xf psz1, . . . , rzpi´1qK`j , . . . , sznq|

“ |pRKpSf qpsz1, . . . , szpi´1qK`j , . . . , sznq ´ pRKpSf qpsz1, . . . , rzpi´1qK`j , . . . , sznq| ď U1 ` U2,
(22)

where (assuming rzs “ szs for j P rnsztpi´ 1qK ` ju)

U1 :“
1

n

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ
Sf pz

p1q
pi´1qK`j , z

p2q
pi´1qK`jq ´ Sf prz

p1q
pi´1qK`j , rz

p2q
pi´1qK`jq

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ
ď

2 logBS

n
,

and

U2 :“
1

2n

K
ÿ

k“1

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

”

log
´ 1

K

ÿ

lPrKs

exppSf pz
p1q
pi´1qK`k, z

p2q
pi´1qK`lqq

¯

` log
´ 1

K

ÿ

lPrKs

exppSf pz
p1q
pi´1qK`l, z

p2q
pi´1qK`kqq

¯ı

´

”

log
´ 1

K

ÿ

lPrKs

exppSf prz
p1q
pi´1qK`k, rz

p2q
pi´1qK`lqq

¯

` log
´ 1

K

ÿ

lPrKs

exppSf prz
p1q
pi´1qK`l, rz

p2q
pi´1qK`kqq

¯ı

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

piq
ď
BS

2n

K
ÿ

k“1

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

1

K

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ÿ

lPrKs

exppSf pz
p1q
pi´1qK`k, z

p2q
pi´1qK`lqq ´

ÿ

lPrKs

exppSf prz
p1q
pi´1qK`k, rz

p2q
pi´1qK`lqq

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

`
1

K

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ÿ

lPrKs

exppSf pz
p1q
pi´1qK`l, z

p2q
pi´1qK`kqq ´

ÿ

lPrKs

exppSf prz
p1q
pi´1qK`l, rz

p2q
pi´1qK`kqq

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ď
BS

nK

K
ÿ

k“1

K
ÿ

l“1

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ
exppSf pz

p1q
pi´1qK`k, z

p2q
pi´1qK`lqq ´ exppSf prz

p1q
pi´1qK`k, rz

p2q
pi´1qK`lqq

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

piiq
ď

2pB2
S ´ 1q

n
,

Here, step (i) follows from the triangle inequality, a Taylor expansion of logpxq, and Assump-
tion 1; step (ii) follows from Assumption 1 and noting that

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ
exppSf pz

p1q
pi´1qK`k, z

p2q
pi´1qK`lqq ´

exppSf prz
p1q
pi´1qK`k, rz

p2q
pi´1qK`lqq

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ
‰ 0 for at most 2K terms with indices k, l P rKs.

Putting pieces together, we find

|pRKpSf qpsz1, . . . , szpi´1qK`j , . . . , sznq ´ pRKpSf qpsz1, . . . , rzpi´1qK`j , . . . , sznq|

ď
2 logBS ` 2B2

S ´ 2

n
ď

3B2
S

n

for any rzpi´1qK`j and any i P rn1s, j P rKs and all f P F . Therefore, Eq. (20a) follows from
Corollary 2.21 in [44] for functions with bounded differences.

Proof of Eq. (20b). First, we have Er|Xf0
|s ď cB2

S{
?
n by properties of sub-Gaussian variables

and the fact that, for any f0 P F , Xf0
is zero-mean with bounded differences cB2

S{n, as implied
by the proof of Eq. (20a). By Dudley’s entropy integral bound (see Theorem 5.22 in [44]), it
suffices to show tXf , f P Fu is a zero-mean sub-Gaussian process with respect to the metric
ρXpf, rfq :“ B}f ´ rf}2,8{

?
n.

Let }x}ψ :“ inftt ą 0 : Erψpx{tqs ď 1u denote the Orlicz norm for random variables and let
ψ2puq “ exppu2q ´ 1. We have

}Xf ´X rf }ψ2
“ }pRKpSf q ´ pRKpS rf q ´ ErpRKpSf q ´ pRKpS rf qs}ψ2

ď cp}U3 ´ ErU3s}ψ2
` }U4 ´ ErU4s}ψ2

q

(23)
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for some absolute constant c ą 0 (we allow the value of c to vary from place to place), where

U3 :“
1

n

n1
ÿ

i“1

K
ÿ

j“1

”

Sf pz
p1q
pi´1qK`j , z

p2q
pi´1qK`jq ´ S

rf pz
p1q
pi´1qK`j , z

p2q
pi´1qK`jq

ı

,

U4 :“
1

2n

n1
ÿ

i“1

K
ÿ

j“1

«

”

log
´ 1

K

ÿ

lPrKs

exppSf pz
p1q
pi´1qK`j , z

p2q
pi´1qK`lqq

¯

` log
´ 1

K

ÿ

lPrKs

exppSf pz
p1q
pi´1qK`l, z

p2q
pi´1qK`jqq

¯ı

´

”

log
´ 1

K

ÿ

lPrKs

exppS
rf pz

p1q
pi´1qK`j , z

p2q
pi´1qK`lqq

¯

` log
´ 1

K

ÿ

lPrKs

exppS
rf pz

p1q
pi´1qK`l, z

p2q
pi´1qK`jqq

¯ı

ff

.

It remains to show both U3 ´ ErU3s and U4 ´ ErU4s are ρXpf, rfq sub-Gaussian.

Notice that for any zp1q, zp2q P X , f, rf P F , by Assumption 2, we have

|Sf pz
p1q, zp2qq ´ S

rf pz
p1q, zp2qq| ď Bτ ¨ |xfpz

p1qq, fpzp2qqy ´ x rfpzp1qq, rfpzp2qqy|

ď Bτ p}fpz
p2qq}2 ¨ }f ´ rf}2,8 ` } rfpz

p1qq}2 ¨ }f ´ rf}2,8q

piq
ď 2BfBτ }f ´ rf}2,8, (24)

where step (i) uses Sf pz, zq “ }fpzq}
2
2 ď B2

f for z P X . Since szi “ pz
p1q
i , z

p2q
i q, i P rns are i.i.d.,

it follows immediately that U3 ´ ErU3s is 2BfBτ }f ´ rf}2,8{
?
n-sub-Gaussian, i.e.,

}U3 ´ ErU3s}ψ2 ď
cBfBτ
?
n
}f ´ rf}2,8. (25)

Recall the definition of tszs, rzsuns“1 in the proof of Eq. (20a). To bound }U4}ψ2
, we start with

introducing the shorthands for any fixed indices i P rn1s, j P rKs

Ukpszq :“
1

K

ÿ

lPrKs

exppSf pz
p1q
pi´1qK`k, z

p2q
pi´1qK`lqq, Vkpszq :“

1

K

ÿ

lPrKs

exppSf pz
p1q
pi´1qK`l, z

p2q
pi´1qK`kqq,

rUkpszq :“
1

K

ÿ

lPrKs

exppS
rf pz

p1q
pi´1qK`k, z

p2q
pi´1qK`lqq,

rVkpszq :“
1

K

ÿ

lPrKs

exppS
rf pz

p1q
pi´1qK`l, z

p2q
pi´1qK`kqq

for all k P rKs. Similar to the proof of Eq. (20a), for any given index pi´ 1qK ` j, we have

|U4psz1, . . . , szpi´1qK`j , . . . , sznq ´ U4psz1, . . . , rzpi´1qK`j , . . . , sznq|

“

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

1

2n

K
ÿ

k“1

”

log
´Ukpszq
rUkpszq

¯

` log
´Vkpszq
rVkpszq

¯

´ log
´Ukprzq
rUkprzq

¯

´ log
´Vkprzq
rVkprzq

¯ı
ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ď
B2

S

2n

K
ÿ

k“1

«

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

Ukpszq
rUkpszq

´
Ukprzq
rUkprzq

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ
`

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

Vkpszq
rVkpszq

´
Vkprzq
rVkprzq

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ff

,

where the last line follows from Assumption 1 and a Taylor expansion of logpxq. Moreover,

K
ÿ

k“1

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

Ukpszq
rUkpszq

´
Ukprzq
rUkprzq

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ
“

K
ÿ

k“1

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

Ukpszq ´ rUkpszq
rUkpszq

´
Ukprzq ´ rUkprzq

rUkprzq

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

piiq
ď B2

S

K
ÿ

k“1

|pUkpszq ´ rUkpszqq rUkprzq ´ pUkprzq ´ rUkprzqq rUkpszq|

ď B2
S

K
ÿ

k“1

“

|ppUk ´ rUkqpszq ´ pUk ´ rUkqprzqq rUkprzq| ` |pUk ´ rUkqprzqp rUkprzq ´ rUkpszqq|
‰

piiiq
ď B3

S

K
ÿ

k“1

“

|pUk ´ rUkqpszq ´ pUk ´ rUkqprzq| ` 2BfBτ }f ´ rf}2,8| rUkprzq ´ rUkpszq|
‰

,
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where step (ii) uses Assumption 1, step (iii) uses Assumption 1, Eq. (24) and a Taylor expansion of
exppxq. Similar to the proof of Eq. (20a), by counting the number of terms in the summations that
are different and using Assumption 1, we find

K
ÿ

k“1

| rUkprzq ´ rUkpszq| ď 2BS, and

K
ÿ

k“1

|pUk ´ rUkqpszq ´ pUk ´ rUkqprzq| ď 4BSBfBτ }f ´ rf}2,8.

Similar results hold for V by symmetry. Putting pieces together, we obtain

|U4psz1, . . . , szpi´1qK`j , . . . , sznq ´ U4psz1, . . . , rzpi´1qK`j , . . . , sznq| ď
4B6

SBfBτ
n

.

Therefore, it follows from Corollary 2.21 in [44] for functions with bounded differences that

}U4 ´ ErU4s}ψ2
ď
cB6

SBfBτ?
n

. (26)

Substituting Eq. (25) and (26) into Eq. (23), we obtain that tXf , f P Fu is a zero-mean sub-Gaussian
process with respect to the metric ρXpf, rfq :“ B}f ´ rf}2,8{

?
n. This concludes the proof of

Eq. (20b).

C.3 Proof of Theorem 2

Write z “ gpxq with g „ PG KK x „ PX . Define hmin :“ argminhEx„PX ,g„PG rphpgpxqq ´

h‹pxqq
2s and hpuq :“ Erhminpz

p1qq|fpzp1qq “ us. Note that |hminpz
p1qq| “ |Erh‹pxq|zp1qs| is

bounded by Bh‹ almost surely by the assumption in Theorem 2. We first show that RGph ˝ fq
satisfies bound (7a) with εG replaced by rεG “ infh Ex„PX ,g„PG rphpgpxqq ´ h‹pxqq

2s. The original
bound (7a) follows immediately since rεG ď εG .

Since pa` bq2 ď 2a2 ` 2b2, we have

RGph ˝ fq “ Ex,zp1q,zp2qrphpfpzp1qqq ´ h‹pxqq2sď2Ex,zp1q,zp2qrphpfpzp1qqq ´ hminpz
p2qqq2s ` 2rεG .

(27a)

Introduce a random variable which follows the distribution of zp1q conditioned on fpzp1qq and
is independent of pzp1q, zp2qq when conditioned on fpzp1qq, i.e., rrzp1q „ Pzpzp1q|fpzp1qqq K
K pzp1q, zp2qqs|fpzp1qq. Consider the joint distribution of the tuple przp1q, zp1q, zp2qq. By Bayes’
formula, we have rzp1q

d
“ zp1q „ Pz and zp2q|rzp1q „ Ppzp2q|fpzp1qq “ fprzp1qqq and therefore

Erphpfpzp1qqq ´ hminpz
p2qqq2s

piq
ď Erphminprz

p1qq ´ hminpz
p2qqq2s

“ E
rzp1q„Pz,zp2q„Ppzp2q|fpzp1qq“fprzp1qqqrphminprz

p1qq ´ hminpz
p2qqq2s, (27b)

where step (i) follows from

Erphpfpzp1qqq ´ hminpz
p2qqq2|fpzp1qqsďErphminprz

p1qq ´ hminpz
p2qqq2|fpzp1qqs,

which uses Jensen’s inequality, the independence of rzp1q and zp2q conditioned on fpzp1qq, and the
fact that Erhminprz

p1qq|fpzp1qqs “ hpfpzp1qqq. Moreover,

E
rzp1q„Pz,zp2q„Ppzp2q|fpzp1qq“fprzp1qqqrphminprz

p1qq ´ hminpz
p2qqq2s

piiq
ď E

rzp1q„Pz,zp2q„Ppzp2q|zp1q“rzp1qqrphminprz
p1qq ´ hminpz

p2qqq2s

`
?

2B2
h‹ ¨ Erzp1q„Pz

«

c

DKL

´

Pzp2q|zp1qp¨|rzp1qq
ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ
Pzp2q|zp1qp¨|fprzp1qqq

¯

ff

piiiq
ď E

rzp1q„Pz,zp2q„Ppzp2q|zp1q“rzp1qqrphminprz
p1qq ´ hminpz

p2qqq2s `
?

2B2
h‹ ¨

b

Suffcb,klpfq
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“ Ezp1q,zp2qrphminpz
p1qq ´ hminpz

p2qqq2s `
?

2B2
h‹ ¨

b

Suffcb,klpfq, (27c)

where step (ii) follows from the variational form of total variation distance and Pinsker’s inequality,
while step (iii) uses the (CBS) definition of Suffklpfq in Definition 1 and Jensen’s inequality. Lastly,
we have from a triangle inequality that

Ezp1q,zp2qrphminpz
p1qq ´ hminpz

p2qqq2s

ď 2pEx,zp1qrphminpz
p1qq ´ h‹pxqq

2s ` Ex,zp2qrphminpz
p2qq ´ h‹pxqq

2sq “ 4rεG . (27d)

Combining Eq. (27a)—(27d) yields Eq. (7a) in Theorem 2. Eq. (7b) in Theorem 2 follows immedi-
ately by noting

Rph ˝ fq “ Erphpfpxqq ´ h‹pxqq2s “ Ezp1qrphpfpzp1qqq ´ h‹pzp1qqq2s
ď 2Ezp1q,zp2qrphpfpzp1qqq ´ h‹pxqq2s ` 2Ezp1q,zp2qrph‹pzp1qq ´ h‹pxqq2s

“ 2Ezp1q,zp2qrphpfpzp1qqq ´ h‹pxqq2s ` 2εG

and using Eq. (7a).

Comments on Theorem 2. Following the same proof strategy, it can be verified that
Eq. (7a) and (7b) also hold when choosing hpuq :“ Erh‹pzp1qq|fpzp1qq “ us. The main difference
in the proof is to replace hmin by h‹ in Eq. (27a)— (27d).

Moreover, although we consider the expected squared loss (i.e., `px, yq “ px´ yq2) for simplicity, it
can be seen from the proof that a similar version of Eq. (7a) and (7b) hold for any semimetric `px, yq
that is convex in x for all y. This includes the absolute loss, Huber loss, losses induced by norms, etc.

C.4 Proof of Theorem 3

For any densities P,Q, define α-Rényi divergence

DαpP||Qq :“
1

α´ 1
log

´

Ex„P

”´ Ppxq
Qpxq

¯α´1ı¯

for any α ą 0. Note that the 1-Rényi divergence corresponds to the KL divergence. For any densities
P,Q,T, we have the following triangle-like inequality which we will repeatedly use in the proof.
Lemma 5 (Triangle-like inequality for Rényi divergence (Lemma 26 in Bun and Steinke [4])). Let P,
Q, and T be probability densities w.r.t. the same measure. Then

DαpP||Qq ď
kα

kα´ 1
D kα´1

k´1
pP||Tq `DkαpT||Qq

for all k, α P p1,8q.

Write z “ gpxq with g „ PG KK x „ PX and define hpfpzqq :“ Ppy|fpzqq P ∆prKsq as the
conditional distribution of y given fpzq, where z “ gpxq for some random transformation g „ PG .
It can be verified that h “ argminQ:Rp ÞÑ∆prKsqDKLpPpy|xq||Qpy|fpzqqq. Therefore, using Lemma 5
with k “ 4{3, α “ 1 (by taking the limit αÑ 1), we obtain

Rcls
G ph ˝ fq “ Ex,y,zp1qrDKLpPpy|xq||Ppy|fpzp1qqqqs

ď 4Ex,y,zp2qrDKLpPpy|xq||Ppy|zp2qqqs ` Ex,y,zp1q,zp2qrD4{3pPpy|zp2qq||Ppy|fpzp1qqqqs

ď 4εcls
G ` Ex,y,zp1q,zp2qrD4{3pPpy|zp2qq||Ppy|fpzp1qqqqs, (28a)

where the last inequality uses the monotonicity of α-Rényi divergence w.r.t. α. Similar to the proof of
Theorem 2, introduce a random variable which follows the distribution of zp1q conditioned on fpzp1qq
and is independent of pzp1q, zp2qq when conditioned on fpzp1qq, i.e., rrzp1q „ Pzpzp1q|fpzp1qqq K
K pzp1q, zp2qqs|fpzp1qq. Consider the joint distribution of the tuple przp1q, zp1q, zp2qq. By Bayes’
formula, we have rzp1q

d
“ zp1q „ Pz and zp2q|rzp1q „ Ppzp2q|fpzp1qq “ fprzp1qqq and thus

Ex,y,zp1q,zp2qrD4{3pPpy|zp2qq||Ppy|fpzp1qqqqs
piq
ď Ex,y,zp1q,zp2qrD4{3pPpy|zp2qq||Ppy|rzp1qqqs
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“ E
rzp1q„Pz,zp2q„Ppzp2q|fpzp1qq“fprzp1qqqrD4{3pPpy|zp2qq||Ppy|rzp1qqqs, (28b)

where step (i) uses Jensen’s inequality, the convexity of Rényi divergence w.r.t. its second argument
and the fact that ErPpy|rzp1qq|fprzp1qqs “ Ppy|fpzp1qq “ fprzp1qqq. Moreover,

E
rzp1q„Pz,zp2q„Ppzp2q|fpzp1qq“fprzp1qqqrD4{3pPpy|zp2qq||Ppy|rzp1qqqs

piiq
ď E

rzp1q„Pz,zp2q„Ppzp2q|zp1q“rzp1qqrD4{3pPpy|zp2qq||Ppy|rzp1qqqs

`
?

2B ¨ E
rzp1q„Pz

«

c

DKL

´

Pzp2q|zp1qp¨|rzp1qq
ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ
Pzp2q|zp1qp¨|fprzp1qqq

¯

ff

piiiq
ď E

rzp1q„Pz,zp2q„Ppzp2q|zp1q“rzp1qqrD4{3pPpy|zp2qq||Ppy|rzp1qqqs `
?

2B ¨
b

Suffcb,klpfq

“ Ezp1q,zp2qrD4{3pPpy|zp2qq||Ppy|zp1qqqs `
?

2B ¨
b

Suffcb,klpfq, (28c)

where step (ii) follows from the variational form of total variation distance, Pinsker’s inequality and
the fact that

D4{3pPpy|zp2qq||Ppy|rzp1qqq ď D2pPpy|zp2qq||Ppy|rzp1qqq “ logEy„Pp¨|zp2qq

”Ppy|zp2qq
Ppy|rzp1qq

ı

ď B,

and step (iii) uses the CBS definition of Suffklpfq and Jensen’s inequality. Finally, applying Lemma 5
another time using α “ 4{3 and k “ 1.5 yields

Ezp1q,zp2qrD4{3pPpy|zp2qq||Ppy|zp1qqqs

ď Ex,zp1qrD2pPpy|zp2qq||Ppy|xqqs ` Ex,zp2qrD2pPpy|xq||Ppy|zp1qqqsq ď εcls
G . (28d)

Combining Eq. (28a)—(28d) yields Theorem 3.

C.5 Proof of Theorem 4

Let fpxq “ px ´ 1q2{2. The proof largely follows the same arguments as the proof of Theorem 1.
Thus we only provide a sketch of the proof here. First, it can be readily verified that the set of
minimizers of RfpSq is

MS :“
!

S : S “ S‹ ` const for some const P R, S‹pz
p1q, zp2qq :“

Ppzp1q, zp2qq
Ppzp1qq ¨ Ppzp2qq

)

.

Moreover, basic algebra shows that pRchisq,KpSf q is an unbiased estimate of RfpSf q. Thus, by the
VFS in Definition 1, we have the decomposition

Suffχ2p pfq ď RfpSf q ´RfpS‹q ď
”

RfpS pf q ´ inf
fPF

RfpSf q
ı

looooooooooooomooooooooooooon

generalization error

`

”

inf
fPF

RfpSf q ´RfpS‹q
ı

loooooooooooooomoooooooooooooon

approximation error

.

Therefore, it remains to show

(1). With probability at least 1´ δ, the excess risk

RfpS pf q ´ inf
fPF

Rf ď
c sB2

S?
n

«

a

logp1{δq `B2
τ

ż 2p sBS`Bτ q

0

b

logN pu, } ¨ }2,8,Fqsdu

ff

(29)

for some absolute constant c ą 0.

Proof of Eq. (29). Recall the definition of pRchisq,K in Eq. (10) and adopt the shorthand pRK for
pRchisq,K . Let Bf :“

a

Bτ p sBS `Bτ q, B :“ cp sBS ` 1qBfBτ for some absolute constant c ą 0. It
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can be verified using Assumption 2 that F must satisfy }f}2,8 ď Bf for all f P F for Assumption 1
to hold. Define the zero-mean random process Xf :“ pRKpSf q ´ErpRKpSf qs, f P F . We will prove
that for some absolute constant c ą 0

P
´

ˇ

ˇ sup
fPF

|Xf | ´ Ersup
fPF

|Xf |s
ˇ

ˇ ě t
¯

ď 2 exp
´

´
cnt2

sB4
S

¯

, for all t ě 0. (30a)

Ersup
fPF

|Xf |s ď Er|Xf0 |s ` Er sup
f, rfPF

|Xf ´X rf |s ď c
sB2

S?
n
` 32

B
?
n
¨

ż 2Bf

0

b

logN pu, } ¨ }2,8,Fqdu.

(30b)

Combining the two bounds and noting

RKpS pf q ´ inf
fPF

RKpSf q ď 2 sup
fPF

|pRKpSf q ´ RKpSf q| “ 2 sup
fPF

|pRKpSf q ´ ErpRKpSf qs| “ 2 sup
fPF

Xf ,

yields claim (1).

Proof of Eq. (30a). Similar to the proof of Eq. (20a), we establish the bound using concentration
properties for functions with bounded differences. Following the notations in the proof of Theorem 1,
we let szi “ pz

p1q
i , z

p2q
i q. For any i P rn1s, j P rKs, suppose szpi´1qK`j is replaced by rzpi´1qK`j “

prz
p1q
pi´1qK`j , rz

p2q
pi´1qK`jq in the calculation of pRKpSf q. It can be verified using Assumption 1 that

|Xf psz1, . . . , szpi´1qK`j , . . . , sznq ´Xf psz1, . . . , rzpi´1qK`j , . . . , sznq|

“ |pRKpSf qpsz1, . . . , szpi´1qK`j , . . . , sznq ´ pRKpSf qpsz1, . . . , rzpi´1qK`j , . . . , sznq| ď
c sB2

S

n
(31)

for some absolute constant c ą 0. As a result, Eq. (20a) follows immediately from Corollary 2.21
in [44] for functions with bounded differences.

Proof of Eq. (30b). Similar to the proof of Eq. (20b), Er|Xf0
|s ď c sB2

S{
?
n by the properties of zero-

mean sub-Gaussian variable Xf0
, and therefore, to establish Eq. (30b), it remains to show tXf , f P

Fu is a zero-mean sub-Gaussian process with respect to the metric ρXpf, rfq :“ B}f ´ rf}2,8{
?
n.

Let }x}ψ :“ inftt ą 0 : Erψpx{tqs ď 1u denote the Orlicz norm for random variables and let
ψ2puq “ exppu2q ´ 1. Note that for any zp1q, zp2q, zp2q1 P X , f, rf P F , we have from Eq. (24) that

|Sf pz
p1q, zp2qq ´ S

rf pz
p1q, zp2qq|ď2BfBτ }f ´ rf}2,8, (32a)

and

|pSf pz
p1q, zp2qq ´ Sf pz

p1q, zp2q1qq2 ´ pS
rf pz

p1q, zp2qq ´ S
rf pz

p1q, zp2q1qq2|

piq
ď 4 sBSp|Sf pz

p1q, zp2qq ´ S
rf pz

p1q, zp2qq| ` |Sf pz
p1q, zp2q1q ´ S

rf pz
p1q, zp2q1q|q

ď 16 sBSBfBτ }f ´ rf}2,8, (32b)

where step (i) uses Assumption 1. Then, following the proof of Eq. (20b), it can be verified that

}Xf ´X rf }ψ2
“ }pRKpSf q ´ pRKpS rf q ´ ErpRKpSf q ´ pRKpS rf qs}ψ2

ď
cp sBS ` 1qBfBτ

?
n

}f ´ rf}2,8.

D Proofs in Section 4

D.1 Proof of Theorem 6

Recall that B “ BxBθ. For linear regression with misspecified model, by Theorem 11.3 in Györfi
et al. [12] (see also e.g., Theorem 1.1 in Audibert and Catoni [2]), we have

ErRlinprhpηqs ´ sσ2 ď 8p inf
ηPRp

Rlinphηq ´ sσ2q ` cpB2 ` sσ2q
p logm

m
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for some absolute constant c ą 0.

Thus it suffices to show

inf
ηPRp

Rlinphηq ´ sσ2 ď cpB2c2
a

Suff fpfq ` εGq (33)

for some absolute constant c ą 0. Equivalently, we only need to find some η P Rp such that Rlinphηq
satisfies the bound in Eq. (33). On the other hand, from the proof of Theorem 2, we see that if we
choose h‹pxq “ xx, θ‹y and hpuq :“ Erh‹pzq|fpzq “ us “ xθ‹, Erz|fpzq “ usy, then the excess
risk

Rlinphq ´ sσ2 ď cpB2c2
a

Suff fpfq ` εGq

for some absolute constant c ą 0 by Theorem 2 and Proposition 5. Therefore, it remains to show h
is linear in fpzq. Note that fpzq “Wz. Let W : “WJpWWJq´1 P Rdˆp be the generalized
inverse ofW and rη “W :Jθ‹ P Rp. In fact, choosing rη “W :Jθ‹ P Rp, we have

hpuq “ xθ‹, Erz|fpzq “ usy “ xθ‹, ErW :u` pId ´W
:W qz|fpzq “ usy “ xθ‹, W

:uy “ xrη, uy,

where the third equality uses the assumption that ErpId ´W :W qz|Wzs “ 0 almost surely.

Comments on Theorem 6. A similar bound can be established for the risk Rlinprhpηq with high
probability under additional sub-Gaussian assumptions on the representation fpzq “W gpxq [16].
The assumption ErpId´W :W qz|Wzs “ 0 essentially states that the information of the augmented
view z discarded by the encoder f does not contain any signal with a non-zero mean. Without this
assumption, there may not exist a linear function of fpzq that achieves a small risk, even though
Theorem 2 guarantees the existence of a general function of fpzq with a small risk.

D.2 Further results in Section 4.1

Following the setup in Section 4.1, we present a scenario where a linear encoder f with low KL-
sufficiency Suffklpfq can be found through SimCLR loss minimization in Eq. (3).

Let U “ pU1,U2q P Rdˆd, where U1 P Rdˆp, be some fixed unitary matrix, and defineA “ U1UJ1 .
For i P r2s, we let SpUiq :“ tv P Rd : }v}2 “ 1, pId ´ UiU

J
i qv “ 0u denote the unit sphere in the

column space of Ui. Assume x P Rd „ N p0, Id{pq and consider the random transformation g such
that zp1q|x d

“ Ax` η conditioned on zp1q P SpU1q ‘ SpU2q
3, where the noise η „ N p0, σ2Id{pq.

A concrete example of this transformation involves zeroing out the second half of the coordinates of
the sample x, adding some Gaussian noise to all coordinates, and then normalizing both halves of the
modified sample to have unit norm. Under this setup, it is readily verified that4

Ppzp1q, zp2qq9 exp

˜

´
p

2

C

ˆ

zp1q

zp2q

˙

,

„

U1UJ1 ` σ
2Id U1UJ1

U1UJ1 U1UJ1 ` σ
2Id

´1 ˆ
zp1q

zp2q

˙

G¸

¨ 1tzp1q,zp2qPSpU1q‘SpU2qu
,

Ppzp1qq91 ¨ 1tzp1qPSpU1q‘SpU2qu
,

Ppzp1q, zp2qq
Ppzp1qqPpzp2qq

9 exp
`

κxzp1q,U1UJ1 z
p2qy

˘

¨ 1tzp1q,zp2qPSpU1q‘SpU2qu
, κ :“

p

σ2pσ2 ` 2q
ď

p

σ4
.

Note that pzp1q, zp2qq restricting on SpU1q follows the joint von Mises-Fisher distribution (vMF) [8].
In this case, the optimal score S‹pz

p1q, zp2qq “ τpxf‹pz
p1qq, f‹pz

p2qqyq ` const for τpxq “ κx and
f‹pzq “ U1z. We present a sample complexity bound on learning f‹ in Corollary 1.

Corollary 1 (An upper bound on Suffcb,klp pfq). Under the setup in Section D.2, let F :“ tf : fpzq “

Wz, W P Rpˆd and |||W |||op ď BW u for some BW ě 1, τpxq “ κx, and define pf as the SimCLR

3SpU1q ‘ SpU2q :“ tv P Rd : v “ v1 ` v2 for some v1 P SpU1q,v2 P SpU2qu.
4All densities are with respect to the Lebesgue measure.
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empirical risk minimizer obtained in Eq. (3) with batch size K and n samples. Then with probability
at least 1´ δ, we have

Suffcb,klp pfq ď
´

1`
C

K

¯

¨

?
dp logBW `

a

logp1{δq
?
n

,

for some constant C ą 0 depending polynomially on exppκq.

See the proof in Appendix D.3. Note that the constant exppκq depends on the noise level σ. When
σ Á p1{4, finding a near-sufficient encoder is relatively easy. By combining Theorem 6 and
Corollary 1, we conclude that the encoder learned from SimCLR can achieve a small risk in the
downstream linear regression task, provided there are sufficient pretraining and downstream samples,
and data augmentation does not significantly alter the outcome of the true linear model. See
Appendix D.4 for an end-to-end statement and its proof.

D.3 Proof of Corollary 1

It suffices to apply Theorem 1 to the setup in Corollary 1.

By the boundedness of zp1q, zp2q and the property that Ezp1q,zp2q„PzˆPz
r

Ppzp1q,zp2qq
Ppzp1qqPpzp2qq s “ 1, we have

sup
zp1q,zp2q

Ppzp1q, zp2qq
Ppzp1qqPpzp2qq

ď
supzp1q,zp2q

Ppzp1q,zp2qq
Ppzp1qqPpzp2qq

infzp1q,zp2q
Ppzp1q,zp2qq

Ppzp1qqPpzp2qq

ď expp2κq.

Similarly we have infzp1q,zp2q
Ppzp1q,zp2qq

Ppzp1qqPpzp2qq ě expp´2κq.

By properties of the von Mises-Fisher distribution (see e.g., [24]), it can be verified that

Ppzp1q, zp2qq
Ppzp1qqPpzp2qq

“ Eppκq ¨ exp
`

κxzp1q,U1UJ1 z
p2qy

˘

¨ 1tzp1q,zp2qPSpU1q‘SpU2qu
, κ :“

p

p1` σ2q2 ´ 1
,

where

Eppκq :“
Γpp{2qIp{2´1pκq

pκ2 q
p{2´1

“ Γpp{2q ¨
8
ÿ

m“0

1

m!Γpm` p{2q

`κ

2

˘2m
“

8
ÿ

m“0

pp´ 2q!!

p2mq!!p2m` p´ 2q!!
κ2m

ă

8
ÿ

m“0

1

p2mq!
κ2m ă eκ, and Eppκq ą

Γpp{2q

0!Γpp{2q
¨
`κ

2

˘0
“ 1. (34)

Thus, when τpxq “ κx, Assumption 1 and 2 are satisfied with BS “ expp2κq, Bτ “ 2κ (note
that the condition κ´1 ď Bτ is unnecessary, as from the proof of Theorem 1, we only need
|τpxfpzp1qq, zp2qyq| ď logBS, which follows from the boundedness of F).

Approximation error. The approximation error inffPF Rsimclr,KpSf q ´ Rsimclr,KpS‹q “ 0 since
S‹ ` c1 is realized by f‹ and the link function τpxq “ κx for some normalizing constant c1 and
Rsimclr,KpS‹q “ Rsimclr,KpS‹ ` c1q.

Generalization error. Let W :“ tW P Rpˆd, |||W |||op ď BW u. First, for fipzq “Wiz pi “ 1, 2q,
since }f1 ´ f2}2,8 ď |||W1 ´W2|||op ¨ }z}2 ď 2|||W1 ´W2|||op, it follows that

logN pu, } ¨ }2,8,Fq ď logN
´u

2
, ||| ¨ |||op,W

¯

ď cdp ¨ log
´

1`
4BW
u

¯

,

where the last inequality follows from the upper bound of the covering number of a unit ball (see e.g.,
exercise 5.8 in Wainwright [44]) and the assumption that p ď d. Therefore,

Bτ

ż 2plogBS`Bτ q

0

b

logN pu, } ¨ }2,8,Fqdu ď cκ

ż cκ

0

b

logN pu, } ¨ }2,8,Fqdu ď c
a

dpκ2
a

logBW .

Combining the result on the approximation error and the generalization error and applying Theorem 1
yields the desired result.
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D.4 An end-to-end result on downstream linear regression

Combining Theorem 6 and Corollary 1, we reach at the following result on the downstream perfor-
mance of encoder learned by SimCLR.
Theorem 9 (Linear regression using the SimCLR-trained encoder). Under the setup described
in Section 4.1, let pf be the empirical risk minimizer obtained from Eq. (3) in Corollary 1 on a
restricted function space Fo :“ tfpzq “ Wz P F , spanpWJq “ pspanpWJq X spanpU1qq ‘

pspanpWJq X spanpU2qqu Ď F . In the downstream task, given m i.i.d. samples tpxi,yiqumi“1 from
y “ projr´B,Bspxx, θ‹yq` ε, where x „ N p0, Id{pq follows the same distribution as in contrastive
learning, and ε „ N p0, sσ2q KK x.

(a). Consider fitting a (random) linear model hηpxq “ x pfpzq,ηy by ordinary least squares

pη :“ argminηPRp
!

pRlinphηq :“
1

m

m
ÿ

i“1

px pfpziq, ηy ´ yiq
2
)

,

where z “ gpxq, zi “ gipxiq, and g, tgumi“1 are i.i.d. transformations from PG as specified
in Section 4.1. Then with probability at least 1´ δ over the SimCLR training, the expected
risk of the truncated linear model rh

pηpxq :“ projr´B,Bsphpηpxqq satisfies

ErRlinprhpηqs :“ E
“

Ex,y,grpy ´ rh
pηpxqq

2s
‰

ď sσ2
loomoon

irreducible risk

` c
´

B2
´

1`
C

K

¯

¨
d1{4p1{4 log1{4BW ` log1{4

p1{δq

n1{4
` εG

¯

looooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooomooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooon

Error from SimCLR training

` cpsσ2 `B2q
p logm

m
loooooooooomoooooooooon

Error from downstream task

,

where the outer expectation is over tpxi,yi, giquni“1, c ą 0 is some absolute constant,
C ą 0 is some constant depending polynomially on exppκq, and εG ď Erxx´ z, θ‹y2s.

(b). In contrast, suppose in addition sσ2 ě 1, }θ‹}2 ď Bθ andm ě cd,B ě cpsσ2`B2
θqlogm{p

for some absolute constant c ą 0, then the truncated ordinary least squares estimator
rholspxq “ projr´B,Bspxx,

pθolsyq obtained from tpxi,yiqumi“1 satisfies

ErRlinprholsqs ´ sσ2 :“ E
“

Ex,yrpy ´ rholspxqq
2s
‰

´ sσ2 — sσ2 d

m
,

where — denotes matching upper and lower bounds up to absolute constant factors, and the
outer expectation is over tpxi,yiquni“1.

We remark that the truncation in the data generation (i.e., y “ projr´B,Bspxx, θ‹yq ` ε) is due
to technical difficulties, however, we can choose the threshold B sufficiently large, for example,
B “ Oplogmq, so that the truncation rarely happens in the generated data. The restriction of
the empirical risk minimization to Fo ensures that the condition ErpId ´W :W qz|Wzs “ 0 in
Theorem 6 holds for any fpzq “Wz P Fo. Without this restriction, when Suffp pfq is sufficiently
small, the ERM pfpzq “ xWz only satisfies ErpId ´ xW :

xW qz|xWzs « 0, and the downstream error
bound would contain an additional term depending on the Suffp pfq.

For the two-step estimator in (a), the first term in the SimCLR training error converges to zero as the
pretraining sample size n increases, and the second term εG is negligible when either the ground
truth Ery|xs does not vary significantly (i.e., }θ‹}2 is small) or the data augmentation introduces
negligible error (i.e., }x´ z}2 is small). Thus, compared with the OLS estimator which has a risk of
order Opd{mq, the two-step estimator achieves a small risk of order Opp{mq when the error from
SimCLR training is of higher order.

Proof of Theorem 9. First, we have from Corollary 1 that, with probability at least 1´ δ, the learned
encoder satisfies

Suffp pfq ď
´

1`
C

K

¯

¨

?
dp logBW `

a

logp1{δq
?
n

,
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for some constant C ą 0 depending polynomially on exppκq. Note that the bound can be directly
applied even though we consider the ERM on Fo P F since f‹ P Fo and the proof of Corollary 1
follows from an upper bound on the supremum of an empirical process, which remains valid when
restricting to a smaller function space Fo Ď F .

Consider the problem of fitting a linear regression using data tp pfpziq,yiqumi“1. We have

|Ery| pfpzqs| ď Er|Ery|zs||fpzqs “ Er|Erprojr´B,Bspxx, θ‹yq|zs||fpzqs ď B.

Thus the conditions required by Theorem 1.1 in [2] are satisfied and we have

ErRlinprhpηqs ´ sσ2 ď 8p inf
ηPRp

Rlinphηq ´ sσ2q ` cpB2 ` sσ2q
p logm

m
.

Following the proof of Theorem 6, it remains to verify the condition ErpId ´W :
xW qz|xWzs “ 0,

where xW is the linear map in pf ( i.e., pfpzq “ xWz). This follows immediately as z follows the
uniform distribution on SpU1q ‘ SpU2q.

Ordinary least squares estimator. Adopt the shorthand p for projr´B,Bs. When applying p to a vector,
we apply it coordinate-wise. Let Σ “ ErxxJs “ Id{p be the covariance matrix. For the ordinary
least squares (OLS) estimator, let X “ px1 . . . xmq

J
P Rmˆd denote the sample matrix,

Y “ py1 . . . ymq
J
P Rm denote the response vector, and E “ pε1 . . . εmq

J
P Rm denote

the noise vector. By the definition of OLS, we have pθ “ pXJXq´1XJY and

ErRlinprholsqs ´ sσ2 “ Erpppxx, pXJXq´1XJY yq ´ ppxx, θ‹yqq
2s.

We claim two results used later. The proof of them can be found at the end of this section.

ErtraceppXJXq´1Σqs “
d

m´ d´ 1
, ErtraceppXJXq´1Σq2s “

pm´ 1qd

pm´ dqpm´ d´ 1qpm´ d´ 3q
,

(35)

Er}rppXθ‹q ´Xθ‹s}42s ď c
m2B4

θ

p2
¨ expp´

B2

cB2
θ{p

q (36)

for some absolute constant c ą 0.

Choose B ě cpsσ2 `B2
θqlogm{p for some sufficiently large absolute constant c ą 0. We then have

Er}rppXθ‹q ´Xθ‹s}42s ď m´4. On one hand, to establish the upper bound, we have

ErRlinprholsqs ´ sσ2 ď Erpxx, pXJXq´1XJY y ´ xx, θ‹yq
2s

“: T1 ` T2,

where

T1 :“ Erpxx, pXJXq´1XJppXθ‹qy ´ xx, θ‹yq
2s

“ Erxx, pXJXq´1XJrppXθ‹q ´Xθ‹sy
2s

ď Er|||XpXJXq´1ΣpXJXq´1XJ|||op ¨ }rppXθ‹q ´Xθ‹s}
2
2s

piq
ď

b

ErtraceppXJXq´1ΣpXJXq´1Σqs ¨
b

Er}rppXθ‹q ´Xθ‹s}42s
piiq
ď

1

m2
ď

sσ2

m2

and

T2 :“ Erpxx, pXJXq´1XJEqy2s

“ sσ2ErtraceppXJXq´1Σqs
piiiq
“ sσ2 d

m´ d´ 1
.

Here, step (i) uses Cauchy-Schwarz inequality, step (ii) and (iii) follow from claim (35) and (36)
and the choice of B. Combining the bounds on T1, T2 yields the upper bound ErRlinprholsqs ´ sσ2 ď

csσ2 d
m´d´1 .
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To establish the lower bound, since Era2s ě Erb2s ` Erpa ´ bq2s ´ 2
a

Erpa´ bq2s ¨
a

Erb2s, it
follows that

ErRlinprholsqs ´ sσ2 “ Erpppxx, pXJXq´1XJY yq ´ ppxx, θ‹yqq
2s

“ Erpppxx, θ‹ ` pXJXq´1XJEyq ´ ppxx, θ‹yqq
2s

ě T3 ´ pT4 ` T5q,

where

T3 “ Erpxx, θ‹ ` pXJXq´1XJEy ´ xx, θ‹yqq2s “ ErtraceppXJXq´1Σqs “ sσ2 d

m´ d´ 1
.

T4 “ 2
a

T3

a

T5,

T5 :“ Errpppxx, θ‹ ` pXJXq´1XJEyq ´ xx, θ‹ ` pXJXq´1XJEyq ´ pppxx, θ‹yq ´ xx, θ‹yqs2s

ď Errppxx, θ‹ ` pXJXq´1XJEyq ´ xx, θ‹ ` pXJXq´1XJEys2s ` sσ2 1

m2
,

where the inequality uses claim (36). To find a further upper bound of T4, T5, we first note that
pθ‹ ` pX

JXq´1XJEq is independent of x, and

}θ‹ ` pX
JXq´1XJE}22 ď 2B2

θ ` 2}pXJXq´1XJE}22 ď csσ2 d

m
` v,

where v is some zero-mean csσ2-sub-Exponential variable by Theorem 1 in [16]. Under our choice of
B, following the proof of claim (36) and integrating over the sub-Exponential variable v, it can be
verified that (when choosing the absolute constant in B sufficiently large) T5 ď 2sσ2{m2. Putting
the bounds on T3, T5 (and hence T4) together, we conclude that ErRlinprholsqs ´ sσ2 ě csσ2 d

m´d´1 for
some absolute constant c ą 0.

Proof of claim (35) and (36). Claim (35) follows directly from properties of the inverse Wishart
distribution [43]. For Claim (36), since each coordinate of Xθ‹ are i.i.d. N p0, }θ‹}22q, w.l.o.g., it
suffice to show

Er|ppzq ´ z|4s ď c expp´B2{cq.

for z „ N p0, 1q. Note that this follows immediately since

Er|ppzq ´ z|4s ď c

ż 8

B

s4 expp´s2{2qds ď cs3 expp´s2{2q ď c expp´s2{cq.

D.5 Proof of Theorem 7

We prove Eq. (14) and (15) in Appendix D.5.1 and D.5.2, respectively.

D.5.1 Proof of Eq. (14)

It suffices to apply Theorem 4 to the setup in Theorem 7. With a slight abuse of notation, we use
both one-hot vectors in YSi“1teiu and integers in rSs to represent the augmented views z and do not
distinguish them in the proof. We also occasionally omit the subscripts in PY ,Pc when the meaning
is clear from the context.

We claim that

Ppzp1q, zp2qq
Ppzp1qqPpzp2qq

“
1

2
¨

M
ÿ

y“1

Pcpy|zp1qq ¨ Pcpy|zp2qq
PYpyq

`
S

2
¨ 1tzp1q“zp2qu. (37)

We will prove this claim momentarily. With this claim at hand, we have

38



Approximation error. Let

f‹pzq :“
1
?

2

´Pcpy “ 1|xc1 “ zq
a

PYpy “ 1q
, . . . ,

Pcpy “M |xc1 “ zq
a

PYpy “Mq
,
?
SzJ

¯J

.

It can be verified that the parameter pW‹, w‹q corresponding to f‹ lies in Γ. Therefore, the
approximation error inffPF Rχ2pSf q ´Rχ2pS‹q “ 0 since S‹ is realized by f‹ and the link function
τpxq “ x.

Generalization error. Let W :“ tW P RMˆS , w P R, }W }2,8 _ |w{
?
S| ď BW u and define

the metric |||pW1, w1q ´ pW2, w2q||| :“ }W1 ´W2}2,8 _ |pw1 ´ w2q{
?
S| on W.

First, for fipzq “ ppWizq
J, wi ¨ z

JqJ pi “ 1, 2q, simple calculation shows }f1 ´ f2}2,8 ď

2p|w1 ´ w1| _ |||W1 ´W2|||opq, and therefore

logN pu, } ¨ }2,8,Fq ď logN
´u

2
, |||¨|||,W

¯

ď logN
´u

2
, } ¨ }2,8,W1

¯

` logN
´u
?
S

2
, | ¨ |,W2

¯

ď SM ¨ log
´

1`
4BW
u

¯

` log
´

1`
4BW
u

¯

,

where W1 :“ tW P RMˆS , }W }2,8 ď BW u,W2 :“ tw P R, |w| ď
?
SBW u and the last

inequality follows from the upper bound of the covering number of the unit ball (see e.g., Example
5.8 in [44]) and the assumption that M ď S. In addition, it is readily verified that Sf pz

p1q, zp2qq P

r´ sBS, sBSs with sBS “ 4B2
WS “ 4M2S for all zp1q, zp2q. Consequently,

Bτ

ż BW

0

b

logN pu, } ¨ }2,8,Fqdu

ď c

˜

ż BW

0

c

SM ¨ log
´

1`
4BW
u

¯

du`

ż BW

0

c

log
´

1`
4BW
u

¯

du

¸

ď c
?
SMBW “ c

?
SM3.

Combining the result on the approximation error and the generalization error and applying Theorem 4
yields the desired result.

Proof of claim (37). For zp1q ‰ zp2q, by Bayes’ formula, we have

Ppzp1q, zp2qq
Ppzp1qqPpzp2qq

“
ÿ

x

Ppzp2q|xq ¨ Ppx|zp1qq
Ppzp2qq

“
ÿ

x

Ppx|zp2qq ¨ Ppx|zp1qq
Ppxq

piq
“ 2

Ppx “ pzp1q, zp2qq|zp2qq ¨ Ppx “ pzp1q, zp2qq|zp1qq
Ppx “ pzp1q, zp2qqq

, (38)

where step (i) follows from symmetry between zp1q, zp2q. Moreover,

Ppx “ pzp1q, zp2qq|zp1qq “
1

2
Ppxc2 “ zp2q|xc1 “ zp1qq “

1

2

M
ÿ

y“1

Pcpxc2 “ zp2q|yq ¨ Pcpy|xc1 “ zp1qq

“
1

2

M
ÿ

y“1

Pcpy|xc2 “ zp2qq ¨ Pcpy|xc1 “ zp1qq
PYpyq

¨ Pcpxc2 “ zp2qq

“
1

2

M
ÿ

y“1

Pcpy|zp2qq ¨ Pcpy|zp1qq
PYpyq

¨ Pcpzp2qq, (39a)

Pcpzq
piiq
“ Ppzq, and (39b)

Ppzp1q, zp2qq piiiq“ 2Pppzp1q, zp2qq,x “ pzp1q, zp2qqq “
1

2
Ppx “ pzp1q, zp2qqq, (39c)
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where step (ii) follows from the generation process of the augmented views pzp1q, zp2qq, and step (iii)
follows from symmetry between zp1q, zp2q. Substituting Eq. (39a) into Eq. (38), we find

Ppzp1q, zp2qq
Ppzp1qqPpzp2qq

“
1

2

´

M
ÿ

y“1

Pcpy|zp2qq ¨ Pcpy|zp1qq
PYpyq

¯2

¨
Pcpzp1qqPcpzp2qq

Ppx “ pzp1q, zp2qqq

“
1

4

´

M
ÿ

y“1

Pcpy|zp2qq ¨ Pcpy|zp1qq
PYpyq

¯2

¨
Ppzp1qqPpzp2qq
Ppzp1q, zp2qq

, (40)

where the second equality uses Eq. (39b) and (39c). Reorganizing Eq. (40), we obtain

Ppzp1q, zp2qq
Ppzp1qqPpzp2qq

“
1

2

´

M
ÿ

y“1

Pcpy|zp2qq ¨ Pcpy|zp1qq
PYpyq

¯

“
1

2

Pcpzp1q, zp2qq
Pcpzp1qqPcpzp2qq

, (41)

where we recall Pcp¨q is the marginal distribution of xc1 (or xc2) and the second equality follows
from Bayes’ formula and the fact that xc1 KK xc2 |y.

For zp1q “ zp2q “ z, using Eq. (39b) and properties of conditional distribution, we have

ÿ

z1PrSs

Pcpzp1q “ z, zp2q “ z1q

Pcpzp1q “ zqPcpzp2q “ z1q
“

1

Pcpzp2q “ zq
“

1

Ppzp2q “ zq
“

ÿ

z1PrSs

Ppzp1q “ z, zp2q “ z1q

Ppzp1q “ zqPpzp2q “ z1q
.

Combining this with Eq. (41) for all zp2q ‰ zp1q and noting that the marginal Pcp¨q is the uniform
distribution on rSs, we obtain

Ppzp1q “ z, zp2q “ zq

Ppzp1q “ zqPpzp2q “ zq
“

1

2
¨

Pcpxc1 “ z,xc2 “ zq

Pcpxc1 “ zqPcpxc2 “ zq
`

1

2

ÿ

z1PrSs

Pcpxc1 “ z,xc2 “ z1q

Pcpxc1 “ zqPcpxc2 “ z1q

“
1

2
¨

Pcpxc1 “ z,xc2 “ zq

Pcpxc1 “ zqPcpxc2 “ zq
`
S

2

“
1

2
¨

M
ÿ

y“1

Pcpy|zq ¨ Pcpy|zq
PYpyq

`
S

2
.

D.5.2 Proof of Eq. (15)

Write z “ gpxq. By a standard risk decomposition, we have

RclsphpΓq “ ErpRclsphpΓqs ´ ErpRclspPy|xp¨|xqqs

“ ErpRclsphpΓqs ´ inf
h
ErpRclsphqs

“ inf
Γ:|||Γw|||op_}Γb}2ďBΓ

Ex,grDKLpPy|xp¨|xq||shΓpfpzqqqs
looooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooomooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooon

approximation error

` ErpRclsphpΓqs ´ inf
Γ:|||Γw|||op_}Γb}2ďBΓ

ErpRclsphΓqs

loooooooooooooooooooooooooooomoooooooooooooooooooooooooooon

generalization error

.

We will prove that for some absolute constant c ą 0,

1.

approximation error ď c
´

εcls
G `

S exppBq

σ2
E‹

¨ pRfpS pfaug
q ´RfpS‹qq

¯

, (42a)

and
2. with probability at least 1´ δ,

generalization error ď
cB
?
m

”

a

logp1{δq `Mp
a

logBΓ `
?
Bq

ı

. (42b)
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Approximation error. Let E‹ P RMˆS be the representation where

E‹,¨j “
1
?

2

´Pcpy “ 1|xc1 “ jq
a

PYpy “ 1q
, . . . ,

Pcpy “M |xc1 “ jq
a

PYpy “Mq

¯J

for j P rSs and let E‹pzq denote the z-th column of E‹. Let pE :“
`

pfp1q ¨ ¨ ¨ pfpSq
˘

P RMˆS .

Given a representation pfpzq, consider the classifier

shΓp pfpzqq “ softmaxplog trunpΓw pfpzq ` Γbqq, where

Γw :“
?

2PY
1{2
pE‹E‹

J
q´1E‹pIS ´ P1S q

pEJ, Γb :“
1
?

2
PY

1{2
pE‹E‹

J
q´1E‹1S ,

(43)

and PY :“ diagtPYpy “ 1q, . . . ,PYpy “Mqu. It can be verified that |||Γw|||op ď 2
?
SM{σE‹ ď

BΓ and }Γb}2 ď
?
S{σE‹ ď BΓ. Moreover, we have by Lemma 5 that

Ex,grDKLpPy|xpy|xq||shΓp pfpzqqqs ď 2Ex,grDKLpPy|xp¨|xq||Py|zp¨|zqs ` Ex,grD2pPy|zp¨|zq||shΓp pfpzqqqs

ď 2εcls
G ` Ex,grD2pPy|zp¨|zq||shΓp pfpzqqqs.

Therefore, it remains to prove

Ex,grD2pPy|zp¨|zq||shΓp pfpzqqqs ď
cS exppBq

σ2
E‹

¨ pRfpS pfaug
q ´RfpS‹qq. (44)

Since

Ex,grD2pPy|zp¨|zq||shΓp pfpzqqqs ď Ex,g
”

Ey„Py|zp¨|zq
Py|zpy|zq ´ shΓp pfpzqqy

shΓp pfpzqqy

ı

“ Ex,g
”

ÿ

yPrMs

pPy|zpy|zq ´ shΓp pfpzqqyq
2

shΓp pfpzqqy

ı

ď exppBq ¨ Ex,g
”

ÿ

yPrMs

pPy|zpy|zq ´ shΓp pfpzqqyq
2
ı

“ exppBq ¨ Ex,g
”

ÿ

yPrMs

pPcpy|xc1 “ zq ´ shΓp pfpzqqyq
2
ı

, (45)

where the third line uses the definition of trun and claim (46) in the proof of Lemma 6, and the last
line uses the fact that Pcpy “ y|xc1 “ jq “ Py|zpy “ y|z “ jq for all y P rM s, j P rSs. Eq. (44)
follows immediately from Lemma 6 which gives an upper bound on the term in Eq. (45).

Generalization error. The proof follows from a standard analysis of empirical process similar to
the proof of Eq. (29) in the proof of Theorem 4. Thus, we only provide a sketch of the proof here.

Let Γ :“ tΓ : |||Γw|||op_}Γb}2 ď BΓu and define the norm |||Γ´ rΓ||| :“ |||Γw ´ rΓw|||op_}Γb´ rΓb}2.
First, by a triangle inequality, the fact that } log hΓ}8 ď 2B (which follows from the definition of
trun), and Corollary 2.21 in Wainwright [44] for functions with bounded differences, we have

generalization error ď 2E
”

sup
ΓPΓ

|pRclsphΓq ´ ErpRclsphΓqs|

ı

` 2B

a

logp1{δq
?
m

with probability at least 1´ δ. Let XΓ :“ pRclsphΓq ´ ErpRclsphΓqs. Then we have

E
”

sup
ΓPΓ

|pRclsphΓq ´ ErpRclsphΓqs|

ı

ď Er|XΓ0
|s ` Er sup

Γ,rΓPΓ

|XΓ ´XrΓ|s ď
2B
?
m
` Er sup

Γ,rΓPΓ

|XΓ ´XrΓ|s.

Moreover, the process tXΓuΓPΓ is a zero-mean sub-Gaussian process with respect to the metric
ρXpΓ, rΓq :“ 2} logshΓ ´ logsh

rΓ}8{
?
m since XΓ is the average of i.i.d. random variables bounded

by

2 sup
iPrms

|xeyi , logshΓp pfpziqqy ´ xeyi , logsh
rΓp

pfpziqqy|
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ď 2} logshΓp pfpziqq ´ logsh
rΓp

pfpziqq}8 ď ρXpΓ, rΓq ¨
?
m, and moreover

ρXpΓ, rΓq
piq
ď c} log trunpΓw pfpzq ` Γbq ´ log trunprΓw pfpzq ` rΓbq}8{

?
m,

piiq
ď c exppBq ¨ |||Γ´ rΓ|||{

?
m “: sB|||Γ´ rΓ|||{

?
m,

where step (i) uses } log softmaxpuq ´ log softmaxpvq}8 ď 2}u´ v}8 and step (ii) follows from
Taylor expansion of spxq “ log x, the assumption that } pfpzq}2 ď BW “M . Therefore, we have by
Dudley’s integral bound (see e.g., Theorem 5.22 in Wainwright [44]) that

Er sup
Γ,rΓPΓ

|XΓ ´XrΓ|s ď c

ż cB{
?
m

0

a

logN pu, ρX , tXΓ,Γ P Γuqdu ď c

ż cB{
?
m

0

d

logN
´

u,
sB
?
m
|||¨|||, Γ

¯

du

ď c

ż cB{
?
m

0

c

logN
´

?
m ¨ u
sB

, |||¨|||, Γ
¯

du

ď c

ż cB{
?
m

0

˜

c

logN
´

?
m ¨ u
sB

, ||| ¨ |||op, Γw

¯

`

c

logN
´

?
m ¨ u
sB

, } ¨ }2, Γb

¯

¸

du

ď c

ż cB{
?
m

0

d

M2 ¨ log
´

1` 4
BΓ

sB
?
mu

¯

du ď c
BM log1{2

pBΓ
sBq

?
m

ď c
BMplog1{2BΓ `

?
Bq

?
m

,

where Γw :“ tΓw P RMˆM : |||Γw|||op ď BΓu and Γb :“ tΓb P RM : }Γb}2 ď BΓu, and the last line
uses the covering number bound of unit balls. Putting pieces together yields the desired bound.

D.6 An auxiliary lemma

Lemma 6 (Upper bound on the term in Eq. (45)). Let the assumptions in Theorem 3 and the notations
in its proof in Appendix D.5.2 hold. Assume RfpS pfaug

q ´RfpS‹q ď cσ2
E‹
{pS2Mq for some absolute

constant c ą 0, then

Ex,g
”

ÿ

yPrMs

pPcpy|xc1 “ zq ´ shΓp pfpzqqyq
2
ı

ď
c1S

σ2
E‹

¨ pRfpS pfaug
q ´RfpS‹qq

for some absolute constant c1 ą 0.

Proof of Lemma 6. The proof consists of two steps. First, we plug the definition of shΓ into Eq. (6)
and simplify the expression. Then, we demonstrate that the simplified expression can be further
bounded using the excess risk RfpS pfaug

q ´RfpS‹q of the learned encoder pfaug.

Step 1: simplify the notation. Since

|||∇usoftmaxploguq|||op “ |||
1

}u}1
IM ´

u

}u}1
1JM |||op ď

1

}u}1
` 1

for any u P RMą0, we have

Ex,g
”

ÿ

yPrMs

pPcpy|xc1 “ zq ´ shΓp pfpzqqyq
2
ı

ď cEx,g
”

ÿ

yPrMs

pPcpy|xc1 “ zq ´ trunpΓw pfpzq ` Γbqyq
2
ı

ď cEx,g
”

ÿ

yPrMs

pPcpy|xc1 “ zq ´ pΓw pfpzq ` Γbqyq
2
ı

,

where in the first inequality we use the claim that

|1´ }trunpΓw pfpzq ` Γbq}1| ď 1{2. (46)

The proof of this claim is deferred to the end of the proof of the lemma. The second inequality
follows from a Taylor expansion of spxq “ log x, the boundedness assumption that Pcpy|xc1 “ zq P
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rexpp´Bq, 1s, and noting the truncation trunp¨q reduces the `2 error. Moreover, for any z P rSs, by
the definition of pΓw,Γbq in Eq. (43)

Γw pfpzq ` Γb

“
?

2PY
1{2
pE‹E‹

J
q´1E‹rpIS ´ P1S q

pEJ pfpzq ` 1S{2s

“
?

2PY
1{2
pE‹E‹

J
q´1E‹E‹

JE‹pzq

`
?

2PY
1{2
pE‹E‹

J
q´1E‹rpIS ´ P1S q

pEJ pfpzq ` 1S{2´E‹
JE‹pzqs

“
?

2PY
1{2E‹pzq `

?
2PY

1{2
pE‹E‹

J
q´1E‹rpIS ´ P1S q

pEJ pfpzq ` 1S{2´E‹
JE‹pzqs.

Since
?

2PY
1{2E‹pzq “ pPcpy|xc1 “ zqqyPrMs and z d

“ xc1 follows the uniform distribution on
rSs by assumption, it follows that

Ex,g
”

ÿ

yPrMs

pPcpy|xc1 “ zq ´ pΓw pfpzq ` Γbqyq
2
ı

ď 2Ezr}pE‹E‹Jq´1E‹rpIS ´ P1S q
pEJ pfpzq ` 1S{2´E‹

JE‹pzqs}
2
2s

ď
2

σ2
E‹

Ezr}rpIS ´ P1S q
pEJ pfpzq ` 1S{2´E‹

JE‹pzqs}
2
2s

ď
2

Sσ2
E‹

|||pIS ´ P1S q
pEJ pE ` 1S1JS {2´E‹

JE‹|||
2
fro

“
2

Sσ2
E‹

|||pIS ´ P1S q
pEJ pE ´ pIS ´ P1S qE‹

JE‹|||
2
fro, (47)

where the last equality follows since E‹
J
pzp1qqE‹pz

p2qq “
Pcpzp1q,zp2qq

2Pcpzp1qqPcpzp2qq for any

pzp1q, zp2qq P rSs, and 1
S

ř

zp2qPrSs
Pcpzp1q,zp2qq

Pcpzp1qqPcpzp2qq “ 1 for all zp1q P rSs.

Step 2: bound the expression by excess risk. We claim that for some absolute constant c ą 0,

|||pIS ´ P1S q
pEJ pE ´ pIS ´ P1S qE‹

JE‹|||
2
fro

ď c|||pIS ´ P1S qp
pEJ pE ` pwISq ´ pIS ´ P1S qpE‹

JE‹ ` S ¨ IS{2q|||
2
fro, and (48a)

|||pIS ´ P1S qp
pEJ pE ` pwISq ´ pIS ´ P1S qpE‹

JE‹ ` S ¨ IS{2q|||
2
fro

ď S2 ¨ pRfpS pfaug
q ´RfpS‹qq. (48b)

Combining claim (48a) and (48b) and bound (47) yields the desired bound. Now, it remains to prove
these two claims.

Proof of claim (48a). Adopt the shorthand notation ∆ “ p pEJ pE ` pwISq ´ pE‹
JE‹ ` S ¨ IS{2q.

First, by the triangle inequality, it suffices to show

|||pIS ´ P1S qp pw ´ S{2q|||
2
fro ď c|||pIS ´ P1S q∆|||

2
fro

for some absolute constant c ą 0. Note that rankp pEJ pE ´E‹
JE‹q ď 2M , therefore, there are at

least S{2 singular values of ∆ which equal | pw ´ S|{2. As a result, we have

|||pIS ´ P1S q∆|||
2
fro “ tracep∆pIS ´ P1S q∆q “ |||∆|||

2
fro ´

1

S
1JS∆21S

ě |||∆|||2fro ´ |||∆|||
2
op ě

1

4
|||p pw ´ S{2qIS |||

2
fro ě

1

4
|||pIS ´ P1S qp pw ´ S{2q|||

2
fro.

Proof of claim (48b). Adpot the shorthands Sm
pfaug

:“
´

S
pfaug
pzp1q, zp2qq

¯

zp1q,zp2qPrSs
P RSˆS and

S‹
m :“

´

S‹pz
p1q, zp2qq

¯

zp1q,zp2qPrSs
P RSˆS , where S‹pz

p1q, zp2qq “ Ppzp1q,zp2qq
Pzpzp1qqPzpzp2qq

. Since we
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assume z d
“ xc1 follows the uniform distribution on rSs, by the definition of pfaug and claim (37) in

the proof of Eq. (14)

|||pIS ´ P1S qp
pEJ pE ` pwISq ´ pIS ´ P1S qpE‹

JE‹ ` S ¨ IS{2q|||
2
fro

“ |||pIS ´ P1S qpS
m
pfaug
´ S‹

m
q|||2fro

“ S2 ¨ T1,

where

T1 :“ Ezp1q,zp2q„PzˆPz
rppS

pfaug
´ S‹qpz

p1q, zp2qq ´ Ezp2q„Pz
rpS

pfaug
´ S‹qpz

p1q, zp2qqsq2s.

Finally, by a second-order Taylor expansion of RfpSq at S‹, we have

RfpS pfaug
q ´RfpS‹q “ T1.

Combining the two equalities yields the claim.

Proof of claim (46). Note that for any z P rSs,

|1´ }trunpΓw pfpzq ` Γbq}1| ď
ÿ

yPrMs

|Pcpy|xc1 “ zq ´ trunpΓw pfpzq ` Γbqy|

ď
ÿ

yPrMs

|Pcpy|xc1 “ zq ´ pΓw pfpzq ` Γbqy|

ď
?
MS ¨

d

Ex,g
”

ÿ

yPrMs

pPcpy|xc1 “ zq ´ pΓw pfpzq ` Γbqyq2
ı

,

where the last line follows from the assumption that xc1 (and hence z) follows the uniform distribution
on rSs. Thus, combining Eq. (47), claim (48a) and (48b) yields

|1´ }trunpΓw pfpzq ` Γbq}1| ď c
S
?
M

σE‹
¨

b

RfpS pfaug
q ´RfpS‹q ď

1

2
.

E Additional experiments

We also conducted small-scale experiments in the CLIP setting (language-image pretraining, [31]) to
compare the contrastive learning losses. Namely, we use the CLIP model (RN50-quickgelu, which
consists of a ResNet-50 image encoder and 12-layer Transformer text encoder) on a 100K subsample
of the cc3m-wds dataset [33] using both KL (i.e., InfoNCE) and χ2-contrastive losses (Eq. 3 and 10).
The original dataset contains about 3.3M image-text pairs, but due to limited compute, we trained on
the subsample for 32 epochs.

We evaluated the models based on their zero-shot classification performance on the ImageNet-1k
validation set (1000 classes, 500 images per class). For KL and χ2-contrastive losses, we set the link
functions τpxq to x{t and ex{t, respectively, with trainable temperature t initialized to 1. We used a
batch size of 128 and the AdamW optimizer with weight decay 0.02, and selected the best learning
rate via grid search from t3e´5, 1e´4, 3e´4, 1e´3u. The optimal learning rate for both losses is
3ˆ 10´4.

Table 1: Top-5 zero-shot classification accuracy on ImageNet-1k.

Method Accuracy (%)

InfoNCE 7.5˘ 0.3
Chi-squared 9.4˘ 0.1
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We repeated the experiments three times and report the top-5 accuracy on the ImageNet-1k validation
set. From Table 1, we observe that in this small-scale experiment, the model trained with χ2-
contrastive loss achieves zero-shot performance comparable to that of InfoNCE. We do not claim that
the χ2-contrastive loss is superior, as both methods could benefit from further hyperparameter tuning
(e.g., initial temperature) or larger datasets. However, we note that χ2-contrastive loss is able to learn
representations that are useful for downstream tasks, which is consistent with our theoretical findings.
We leave more extensive experiments in the CLIP setting to future work.
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