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Abstract

We study online adversarial regression with convex losses against a rich class of
continuous yet highly irregular competitor functions,modeled by Besov spaces
By, with general parameters 1 < p, ¢ < oo and smoothness s > ¢. We introduce
an adaptive wavelet-based algorithm that performs sequential prediction without
prior knowledge of (s, p, ¢), and establish minimax-optimal regret bounds against
any comparator in B,,. We further design a locally adaptive extension capable of
sequentially adapting to spatially inhomogeneous smoothness. This adaptive mech-
anism adjusts the resolution of the predictions over both time and space, yielding
refined regret bounds in terms of local regularity. Consequently, in heterogeneous
environments, our adaptive guarantees can significantly surpass those obtained by
standard global methods.

1 Introduction

We consider the online regression framework [5, 6], where inputs x1, ..., x¢, ... € X arrive in a stream,
and the task is to sequentially predict a response f;(z:) € R using an online predictive algorithm
ft + & — R based on past observations s = 1,...,t — 1 and the current input z,. The goal is to design
a sequence of predictors (f;) in the competitive approach, i.e., with guarantees that hold uniformly
over all individual (and potentially adversarial) data sequences. Prediction accuracy is assessed
over time using a sequence of convex loss functions (¢;):>1, for instance £ (f:(x:)) = |fi(2:) — v
or (fi(z:) — y:)%, where y; is the observed response associated with z,. After T > 1 rounds, the
performance of the algorithm is measured through its regret with respect to competitive continuous
functions f,

Re(f) =Y e fe(we) = Y be(f () €]

Much of the early literature [7, 17, 23, 25] focuses on competitors f belonging to smooth benchmark
classes, such as Lipschitz or kernel-based functions. In this work, we extend this setting by designing
constructive algorithms that are competitive with a much richer class of prediction rules, namely
functions in general Besov spaces [20, 37, 40]. Building on wavelet-based representations, we design
an adaptive algorithm that achieves optimal regret performance (1), against broad classes of prediction
rules, modeled by Besov spaces. Wavelets [8, 11] are indeed a powerful and widely used tool for
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capturing local features and regularities in signals. Their applications range from image segmentation
and change point detection to EEG analysis and financial time series. Moreover, in many practical
scenarios, the environment may exhibit spatial heterogeneity, with varying degrees of regularity
across the domain. This motivates the need for methods that can adapt locally to different smoothness
levels. To tackle this challenge, we develop a locally adaptive algorithm [28, 29] that sequentially
adjusts the resolution of its predictions over space, effectively adapting to inhomogeneous regularity.
Our analysis provides minimax optimal regret guarantees that depend on the local smoothness of the
target function, improving upon globally-tuned algorithms.

Wavelets and multiscale approaches. Classical wavelet-based methods for statistical function
estimation have been primarily developed and analyzed in the batch (i.i.d.) setting, where the entire
dataset is available upfront. Notable examples include the wavelet shrinkage procedure of [15], which
achieves near-minimax estimation rates over Besov spaces. More generally, wavelets play a central
role in the signal processing and compressed sensing framework developed by [30], where they
are well understood and widely applied. In the context of adaptive and nonparametric estimation,
[1, 2] introduced universal algorithms based on tree-structured approximations, closely related in
spirit to wavelet thresholding. While these methods are computationally efficient and amenable to
online implementation, their theoretical analysis is performed in the batch statistical learning setting
and focuses on specific classes of approximation spaces. Multiscale and chaining ideas have also
emerged in the online learning literature, beginning with the early work of [5] and continuing more
recently in [34] (in a non-constructive fashion) and [17], although typically without relying on explicit
wavelet constructions. Recently, [43] studied an online algorithm that combines discrete wavelets
with parameter-free learning to minimize dynamic regret under general convex losses. Beyond this,
the combination of wavelet-based representations with principled online nonparametric learning
guarantees remains largely unexplored. Our work contributes to this direction by developing an
online algorithm that leverages multiscale wavelet structures with theoretical regret guarantees over
large nonparametric Besov function classes.

Online nonparametric regression. A classical line of work in online regression focuses on
competing with smooth benchmark functions with a given degree of smoothness s > 0. For instance,
[7, 17, 29] design constructive online algorithms that achieve optimal regret against Lipschitz
functions (s < 1) by using chaining-based techniques and exploiting regularity properties such
as uniform continuity to build refined predictors. Much of the early literature also focused on
reproducing kernel Hilbert spaces (RKHS) [3, 4, 19, 25, 38], which correspond to the case where
the smoothness index satisfies s > ¢ and p = 2. This setting offers convenient geometric properties,
such as inner products and representer theorems, but it excludes many natural function classes of
interest, e.g. general L?(X) spaces with p > 1, Sobolev spaces with low smoothness s, or more
generally Besov spaces. A key milestone in the direction of generalizing beyond RKHS is the work
[40], which introduces the method of defensive forecasting to compete with wild prediction rules,
i.e., rules drawn from general Banach spaces (e.g., L?(X),p > 2). Their framework shows that
online learning is possible in highly irregular settings and provides regret bounds that depend on the
geometry of the underlying Banach space. However, their analysis yields bounds that depend solely
on the integrability parameter p > 2, and does not account for any additional smoothness structure
that the benchmark functions may possess. This motivates the need for online learning strategies that
adapt not only to integrability, but also to spatial regularity or smoothness. Another paper in this
line is [42], where they study the performance of Sobolev kernels on restricted classes of Sobolev
spaces W, (X) with integrability p > 2 and smoothness s > g. Going one step further, our paper
proposes an algorithm with regret guarantees against any competitor in general Besov spaces B,
for any integrability parameters 1 < p, ¢ < oo and smoothness s > %. This generalizes and improves
upon previous methods by addressing a broad range of function spaces. More importantly, none
of the constructive methods mentioned above provide the minimax optimal rate for generic Besov
spaces, as established by [34]. To the best of our knowledge, we present the first constructive and
adaptive algorithm that bridges wavelet theory with online nonparametric learning, while providing
minimax optimal regret guarantees against functions in general Besov spaces. Table 1 summarizes
our contributions and the corresponding regret rates in the literature.

Local adaptivity in inhomogeneous smoothness regimes. Many real-world functions exhibit
spatially varying regularity, motivating the development of locally adaptive methods. In the batch
setting, [14] pioneered spatially adaptive wavelet estimators that adjust to unknown smoothness.
Bayesian approaches such as [36] further model locally Holder functions with hierarchical priors. In a



Table 1: Comparison of regret rates and parameter requirements for online regression.

Paper Setting ((¢;) square losses, s > ‘;‘) Input Parameters Regret Rate
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distribution-free framework, [21, 27] introduced the notion of average smoothness, based on averaging
local Holder semi-norms at a fixed degree of regularity. In the online setting, [28, 29] developed
algorithms that sequentially adapt to local smoothness across time. However, these approaches
typically focus on adapting to local norms while assuming a fixed degree of regularity. In contrast, our
method jointly adapts to both the local regularity norm and the local smoothness exponent, enabling
a data-driven compromise that is well suited to highly inhomogeneous environments.

Context and notation. Throughout the paper, we assume the following. X denotes a compact
domain of R¢, d > 1. For any subset X’ C X, we set its diameter as |X’'| = sup, yexr 17 — Ylloo-
Without loss of generality, we assume that X is a regular hypercube of volume |X'|?. We denote the
horizon of time by T" > 1. The sequence losses (¢;) are assumed to be convex and G-Lipschitz for
some G > 0. For any natural integer k € N, we denote [k] := {0,...,k}.

2 Background and function representation

We consider compactly supported functions f : X — R that lie in L?(X') equipped with the standard
inner product (f,g) = [, f(x)g(z)dx. To design a sequential algorithm we rely on a multiscale
representation of f based on an orthonormal wavelet basis. For a chosen starting scale jo € N, we
write:

f=2ken,, @okBiok + 225250 2oken, Biktiks (2)

where the families (Pjo.k)ren,, and (Yjx)eea;.i>d0 form an orthonormal basis of L*(X). We now
highlight the key properties of the expansion (2), and refer the interested reader to Appendix E for
further details.

Scaling (coarse-scale) component. The functions ¢, i () := 290%/2¢(270% — k) are the scaling
functions at resolution level jo, constructed from a fixed father wavelet ¢. They span

Vi 1= Span{¢.ﬁo,k ke /_\jo}v

where the index set A j, satisfies |A;,| < A27°¢ for some constant A > 0. The corresponding coefficients
ook = ([, ¢jo.k) are known as the scaling coefficients.

Wavelet (detail-scale) components. The functions ;i () := 274/%¢(27x — k) are the wavelet
functions at scale j, obtained from a fixed mother wavelet +. Here, the multi-index k encodes both
spatial position and directional information in d dimensions - see Appendix E for a brief summary of
the tensor-product construction used to define such wavelets in dimension d > 1. The detail space at
level j is defined as

W; = span{¢;r : k € Aj},

where A; indexes the active wavelet functions whose supports intersect X, and |A;| < A27¢, j > jo,
for the same constant A > 0 as above with no loss of generality. The coefficients 3 := (f,¥;x)
are called detail coefficients at scale j. Within the multiresolution analysis framework, the sequence
of spaces (V;);cz forms a nested hierarchy with V; C V;1, and dense union in L?(R%), while the
wavelet spaces W; are orthogonal complements such that V; 1 = V; @ W;. Figure 1 illustrates the
hierarchical, stage-wise approximation process over levels j that enables multiresolution analysis.



The decomposition (2) is a classical result from multiresolu- .. =
tion analysis (see [22, Chap. 3] for a deeper introduction), and - | e

holds for all functions in L?(X) when the basis functions are [ VPN A Vs
derived from appropriately constructed wavelets. More gener- =\ - /]
ally, similar dyadic expansions can also be built from splines or | 1\ f I\ / |
piecewise polynomial systems. In this work, we focus on the ™ \47 v v X'L[J -
wavelet setting as described above; we refer to [11, Chap. 6] ' \«/ )

and [8] for further details. e
One property of this representation (2) is that it can begin at
any arbitrary scale jo € N, offering flexibility to adapt the
starting resolution level. In particular, we will later allow jo to
be selected in a data-driven and local fashion.

Throughout the paper, we do not rely on a specific wavelet basis,
but require that it satisfies the standard S-regularity property for
some S € N*, as recalled in Definition 2 in Appendix E. This
condition ximplies compact support, smoothness, vanishing
moments, and bounded overlap. Notable examples include the
compactly supported orthonormal wavelets of Daubechies [11,
Chap. 7], and the biorthogonal, symmetric, and highly regular
wavelet bases of Cohen et al. [9] - see Figure 1 for an illustration © = 1 (top) and S = 5 (bottom) at
of approximation with S-regular Daubechies wavelets. When levels J=1,...,5.

working with S-regular wavelet bases, the expansion in (2) converges not only in L?(X) but also
in other function spaces, such as L?(.X) for p > 1 (or the space of uniformly continuous functions)
depending on whether f € LP(X),p > 1. This broader convergence behavior is a key reason for
adopting such bases.

Figure 1: Approximation with
Daubechies wavelets of regularity

Approximation results with wavelets. Approximation properties of wavelet expansions are by
now classical and well understood; see, e.g., [8, 13, 20] for reviews. In particular, for functions f
belonging to smoothness spaces such as Besov spaces B,, with s > % (so that f € L*°(X)), one can

construct an approximation f using nonlinear methods — see [12]. For instance, the so-called best
N-term approximant f in a S-regular wavelet basis (S > s, see Definition 2) achieves the bound
I/ = flloo < N=*/¢, where the hidden factor depends on the wavelet basis and the norm of the target
function f. The precise construction of f and justification of this rate are provided in the Appendix
(see the proof of Theorem 1). These rates will serve as a benchmark in our analysis of the regret (1).

3 Parameter-free online wavelet decomposition

In this section, we develop a sequential algorithm that performs an online, parameter-free decomposi-
tion of incoming data using wavelets. The key idea is to learn wavelet coefficients incrementally -
without prior knowledge of the function’s regularity or the optimal resolution depth - while obtaining
strong regret guarantees over broad function classes.

3.1 Algorithm: Online Wavelet Decomposition

Let {#;,,k, ¥;,1 } denote an S-regular wavelet basis as introduced in the previous section. We consider
an online predictor based on a wavelet expansion (2) that begins at scale jo € N and is truncated at
level J > jo, where the predictor at time ¢ > 1 takes the form:

J
fr@) = D" ajoradion@) + D> D Biratix(x), (3)

kel j=jo kEA;
where the scaling and detail coefficients {a, k¢, 35,%,¢} are updated sequentially over time.

Online optimization of wavelet coefficients. Our algorithm maintains and updates the collection
of scaling and detail coefficients {a;,.x,¢, 85k, } in (3) across scales j and positions k. At each round
t > 1, after observing a new input z., the prediction is computed using only the coefficients and basis
functions whose support intersects z;. This defines the active index set at time ¢:

J J
Ty i={(jo: k) : bjoi(we) # 03U | {(GF) : thyn(@e) #0} € Ajy U U A;. “

Jj=jo



Only the coefficients indexed by I'; are updated at time ¢, based on gradient feedback from the loss.
The full procedure is summarized in Algorithm 1.

Algorithm 1: Online Wavelet Decomposition at time ¢

Input :Current coefficients {cq, k¢, B5,k,¢ }; active index set 'y defined in (4).
1 Predict with coefficients in I';

Je(@e) = 22 wer, Gkt 9.k (Tt)
where ¢, . stands for either ¢;, 1 Or 9; ; similarly, ¢; . = ajq k.t OF B k.t
2 Receive gradients {g; .} associated with the active coefficients, defined in Eq. (5);
3 for (j,k) € T+ do
4 Update ¢; k¢ tO ¢ x,¢+1 by approximately minimizing

e b (fr(@e) — ciuask(e) + cjk(ze))

using corresponding gradient g; . and a parameter-free update rule satisfying
Assumption 1;

Output : Updated coefficients {ajg .,k ¢+1, Bj.k,t+1}-

Computation of gradients. We assume that after making its prediction, the algorithm receives
first-order feedback in the form of gradients {g, x,:} With respect to each active coefficient c¢; y +,
where ¢, i+ denotes either a scaling coefficient o, ., or a wavelet coefficient 3; .. These gradients
are efficiently computed using the chain rule:

Gt = |Vele (fo@e) = ciuapin(@) + con(@)) | =b(f@)-win(@), )
C=Cj k,t
where ¢, 1, is either ¢;, , or v, depending on the scale, and ¢} is the derivative of the loss function
with respect to its prediction argument. Note that the gradient expression in (5) vanishes whenever
the corresponding basis function satisfies ¢, . (z:) = 0. This justifies restricting the optimization step
at round ¢ to the active set I'; defined in (4).

Assumption on the gradient step. To analyze the regret (1) of our method, we assume that the
update rule used in Algorithm 1 satisfies a parameter-free regret guarantee of the following form.

Assumption 1 (Parameter-free regret bound). Let T > 1 and suppose g1, ..., gr € [-G,G] are the
gradients observed over time. We assume that the coefficient update rule satisfies, for any c € R,

T
>0 < le-al(C/SLilal + 0:6)
t=1

for some C1,C3 > 0.

This regret bound holds with an additional term Ge, e > 0 as small as possible, for a broad class of
first-order online learning algorithms, such as online mirror descent with self-tuned learning rates or
coin-betting style updates [33]. For simplicity we consider that Assumption 1 holds omitting this
additional term and the dependence in the hyperparameter ¢ > 0 in the sequel. These algorithms
are referred to as “parameter-free”, and they provide optimal adaptivity to |c|, at the expense of
logarithmic factors absorbed in C; and C- (see, e.g., [10, 32]). Note also that this type of algorithms
are explicit and maintain their iterates through a closed-form update, resulting in low computational
complexity—see, for instance, the update rule in [32, Eq. (9)].

3.2 Regret analysis of Online Wavelet Decomposition (Alg. 1)

In this section, we analyze the regret performance of Algorithm 1 under general convex losses (4;),
and against a broad class of potentially irregular prediction rules, specifically those lying in Besov
spaces B,,(X), which we introduce later. We focus in particular on the case s > % ensuring that the
competing functions are continuous and bounded; see the standard embedding results in [20, 37].
As a corollary, we show that Algorithm 1 achieves minimax-optimal rates when competing against
functions in Holder spaces, while automatically adapting to the unknown regularity of the target
function.



Besov spaces. Besov spaces B,,(X) constitute a classical family of function spaces indexed
by three parameters: a smoothness parameter s > 0, an integrability parameter p € [1,00],
and a summability parameter ¢ € [1,00]. For those un-

familiar with Besov spaces, this space can be intuitively -

viewed as the space of functions with s > 0 derivatives R

in LP(X), with p > 1, and parameter ¢ > 1 allows for @

additional finer control of the regularity of the underlying Fast optimal regret

functions. These spaces interpolate between Sobolev and s . ::g‘::mﬁ S .
Holder spaces and are designed to capture both smooth and o
non-smooth behaviors in functions. There exist several whe =t
equivalent definitions of Besov spaces (e.g. using differ- Intermediate optimal regret

ences, or interpolation theory): we refer to [20, 22, 37] for L4 e

detailed and general background on Besov spaces. In this Wild non-continuous functions
work, we adopt the wavelet characterization, which is par- =1 ¢" B2 AEEii D
ticularly well suited for the analysis of our wavelet-based

algorithm. o4 Ze I Ly

1 1 1
v

Let s > 0 and let {¢;,k, ¥;,x} be an orthonormal S-regular = .
wavelet basis with S > s (see Definition 2). We say thata Figure 2: Diagram (9/p,s) of regret

function f belongs to the Besov space B, if the following regimes against Besov spaces.

wavelet-based norm is finite, with s’ = s + 4 — %:

£llsg, =Nl + (2% 18512) ', if1<q<oc,
3Zjo 6)
1f1185 := lletollp + sup 2 (185, if ¢ = oo,
J2J0

where aj, = ((f, ¢jo.r))kes,, denotes the vector of scaling coefficients at level jo, and 8; =
((f.j.x))kea, are the wavelet coefficients at scale j > jo.
We now present our first result, establishing regret guarantees for Algorithm 1 when competing
against irregular but bounded prediction rules.

Theorem 1 (Regret against Besov predictors). LetT > 1, s > 0,1 < p,q < oo with s — % >e > 0.
Let {¢j,.k, %k} be an S-regular wavelet basis (Definition 2) for some S > s. Suppose Algorithm 1 is
run with updates satisfying Assumption 1, starting at oj, = 0,8; = 0,j > jo and using a wavelet
expansion (3) from scale jo = 0 to J = [ log, T'|. Then, for any f € By, (X), the regret satisfies:

VT ifs>%orp<2

T/ else,

Rr(f) < CG|fl5g, {

where C = C(\v,s,p,C1,C2) > 0 depend only on s, p, the wavelet basis, and the C1,C> in
Assumption 1.

Theorem 1 is proved in Appendix A, where we provide the full statement including explicit constants.
Our bounds are minimax-optimal in the regimes s > % when facing convex losses; see [35]. Note
that logarithmic factors in 7' may be absorbed into the constant in the regret bound of Theorem 1,
typically in the case p < q. The details are provided in Appendix A.

Adaptivity and tradeoff. Importantly, our procedure is adaptive to the Besov norm || f|| 55, and the
parameters (s, p, q) whenever s < S. Notably, via the usual embeddings, f can belong simultaneously
to several Besov spaces B, with different norms || f||z;_ depending on s and p. Remarkably, our
algorithm effectively competes against any oracle associated to the best (which are not necessarily
the largest) values of (s, p), yielding a regret bound of type:

Rr(f) < isn;f CG”fHB;OCTT(S”’) -

where the infimum is taken over all admissible pairs (s, p) such that f € B, (X), the exponent
r(s,p) reflects the rate in each regime according to (s, p) (see Theorem 1), and the constant C' =
C(\ 1, s,p, C1,C>) detailed in Appendix A.

Complexity and choice of wavelet basis. While one can use wavelets with infinite regularity
(i.e., S = o0), such as Meyer wavelets, these are not compactly supported in space and thus lack



good localization properties. In practice, it is more common to use compactly supported wavelets
that offer a good trade-off between smoothness and spatial localization. Their compact support
implies that most basis functions v; vanish at any given input z;: only the indices & € A; such
that z¢ € supp(;,1) contribute to the prediction. For example, Daubechies wavelets of regularity
S are supported on the hypercube [0, 5]%, so at most O(S?) coefficients per scale j are nonzero at
any point z;. Among all wavelet families, the Haar basis (corresponding to S = 1) yields the most
efficient updates, as its basis functions are non-overlapping, but it is limited to capturing piecewise
constant (i.e., Lipschitz-1) regularity; see [29] for an algorithm exploiting this structure and Figure 1
for an illustration in the cases S = 1 and S = 5. Each wavelet coefficient is updated through a
closed-form function of its scalar gradient, satisfying Assumption 1 and leading to O(1) cost per
coefficient and keeping the overall update as light as standard gradient descent (see [10, 32]). As
a result, the per-round computational cost of our algorithm scales as O(J.S%), where J is the total
number of levels.

The case of Holder function spaces €°(X) = B3 .. (X). We previously showed that Algorithm 1
effectively competes against any comparator in the broad class of Besov spaces B,,,. In particular, by
classical embedding results, when p = ¢ = co one has the identification ¥°(X) = B3, .. (X) where
€°(X) is the set of Holder continuous functions. A function f € ¢°(X) with s € (0, 1] if it satisfies
the Holder condition:

f(@) = f)l < Lllz - yll5% forallz,y e X, ®)

where L > 0 is the smallest such constant, denoted |f|s. For s > 1, we extend the definition by
requiring that all derivatives D™ f exist and satisfy (8) with exponent s — |s| for any multi-indices
m € N% such that |m| = | s].

We now state a corollary of Theorem 1 for Holder continuous functions, expressed in terms of the
Holder semi-norm | f|s and sup norm || f]]oc-

Corollary 1 (Regret against Holder predictors). Let T > 1 and s > 0. Let {¢j, k,¥;.x} be an
S-regular wavelet basis with S > s. Under the same assumptions as in Theorem 1, Algorithm I has
regret bounded for any f € €°(X) as

VT ifs> 4%,
Rr(f) < CG||fllooVT + CG|fls - { logo(TVVT  if s = £,
T'-1 ifs<g.

where C = C(C1,Ca, \, ¢,1, s) is a constant independent of T and f, and depend only on s, p, the
wavelet basis, and Assumption 1.

We prove Corollary 1 in Appendix B. Our results are minimax-optimal for general convex losses, as
established in [34, 35], and improve over the guarantees of [29], which are restricted to functions
with at most Lipschitz regularity (s < 1). In contrast, our method adapts to any smoothness level
s > 0. Moreover, Corollary 1 shows that Algorithm 1 adapts simultaneously to both the smoothness
s and the Holder semi-norm |f|; of any competitor f € €°. As in the Besov case, our algorithm
automatically trades off between leveraging higher smoothness s and benefiting from smaller |f|,,
see (7). This tradeoff will be discussed and exemplified in the next section.

4 Adaptive learning in inhomogeneous regularity regimes

In this section, we extend Algorithm 1 to enable local adaptivity, with a particular focus on settings
where the target function exhibits spatially inhomogeneous regularity; see Figure 3 for an illustration.
Our method is inspired by the localized chaining approach of [29], and we show that it can adapt to
local variations in regularity across a broad class of functions in Besov spaces B,,,. This adaptive
procedure also yields improved global regret rates over those of Theorem 1 for exp-concave loss
functions with optimal guarantees formally established in Theorem 2.

4.1 Adaptive Online Wavelet Regression

We begin by describing the partitionning process we use in our strategy, and we further describe the
aggregation procedure leading to our adaptive Algorithm 2.

Partitioning tree. A common strategy to construct partitions of X is via hierarchical refinement,
with dyadic partitions being a canonical example. Fix Jy € N*. For each jo € [Jo], let D, = D;,(X)
denote the collection of dyadic subcubes of X" at resolution level jo, where each subcube has side



length |X'|2770. We define the full multiscale dyadic collection as D = U;ﬁ?:o Dj,, spanning scales
jo = 0,...,Jo. This collection is naturally aligned with a tree structure 7 = 7 (D) with node set
N(T). Each node n € N(T) is associated with a unique cube X, € D at some level 1(n) € [Jo], such
that X, € Dy(,,. For any fixed scale jo € [0, Jo], the cubes in Dj, form a uniform partition of X, and
each cube X, € D;, with 1(n) = jo has side length |X,,| = |X|277°. Furthermore, each node n at
level I(n) = jo has 27 children corresponding to the dyadic subcubes X,,, C X, at level 1(n) = jo + 1.
Finally, we refer to any subtree 7' C 7T that shares the same root and whose leaves or terminal nodes
L(T") form a (potentially non-uniform) partition of X as a pruning of T; see [29, Def. 2]. The goal is
to design an algorithm that effectively tracks the best partition induced by such prunings 7.

Local adaptation via multi-scale expert aggregation. Our objective is to identify the optimal
starting scale jo locally over X, in order to adapt to the spatial variability in function regularity.
Intuitively, allowing finer-scale precision in regions with lower regularity can significantly improve
prediction accuracy. To this end, we launch a family of global predictors f;, of the form (3), each
initialized at a different starting scale jo € [Jo] and sharing a common maximum scale J = [ £ log, T'].
Following the tree structure 7 of depth J, we associate each node n € N'(T) to starting scale jo = 1(n)
and a local expert predictor f, a, := fj,|x, as the restriction of the global predictor f;, to the
subregion X,, and whose scaling coefficients are set to tj, = a, in (3). The scaling coefficients a,,
are supported on a grid A of precision 7~ "/2. The local predictor is then associated with a restricted
scaling index set Aj, ., C A, and wavelet index set A;,, C A; for j > jo, both supported on X,,.
For simplicity, we define the tuples e = (n, a,,) belonging to some expert set £ C N(7) x A whose
cardinal is bounded as |£] < |N(T)|]A]>.
At each time ¢ > 1, we define the set of active experts at round ¢ as &, := {e = (n,a,) € £ : x4 € X, }.
The prediction is then formed by aggregating the outputs of active local multi-scale experts in &,
yielding:

ft(xt) = Z We, ¢ [fe,t(ﬁct)]B, where We,t € [0, 1], Z We,p = 1, (9)

e€&y e€&t

and []p = max(—B,min(B, ")) denotes the clipping operator in [—B, B]. Each localized expert
feit = faa,.¢ is trained independently using Algorithm 1, with scaling coefficients initialized at
some a,,, and contributes only within its local region X,. This framework mirrors an instance of
the sleeping expert problem, as described for example in [18], and requires a standard sleeping
reduction, such as the one in line 4, and then used in lines 5-7 of Algorithm 2. The weights (we t)ece
are updated over time in line 7 using a weight procedure based on gradients V; € [-G, G]'¢! that
satisfies Assumption 2. The overall procedure is summarized in Algorithm 2.

Algorithm 2: Adaptive Online Wavelet Regression

Input :Bounds G, B > 0; Set of experts &;
Initial uniform weights w1 = (.1 )cce; Initial prediction functions (fe.1)ece;
1 fort=1toT do
2 Receive z4;
3 Reveal active expert set £ and local active index set
Dt :=T4NAjon NUJs; Ajm, forevery e = (n,an) € &, jo =1(n)
with I'; as in (4);
Reduce weights we,; < wWe,t/ D ce, We,e if € € & and wy e = 0 else ;
Predict fi(z¢) = Y, ce, We.t[fe.t(x¢)] 5 using active weights (we,¢)cee, ;
Reveal gradient V; = Vg, £ ( Dece, We t[fer(xe)]B + Dege, we,tft(a:t));
Update w1 < weight (W, Vi) with weight satisfying Assumption 2 ;
forec & do
Reveal gradient g.,: = (gj,k,t)(j k)er. . asin (5), on active index set . +;
Update f., using Algorithm 1 with input I'. ; and g. ;;

N=J--RE S - WY B S

Output :fT+1 = Zees we,T-i—l[f.c?T#—l}B

Assumption on the aggregation algorithm. Our method relies on any expert-aggregation algo-
rithm satisfying a second-order regret bound, stated in Assumption 2. State-of-the-art aggregation



algorithms, such as those proposed in [18, 26, 41], satisfy this second-order regret bound and are
compatible with the sleeping expert setting.

Assumption 2. Let V...,V € [-G,G]¢! for T > 1 and G > 0. Assume that the weight vectors
Wi = (We,t)ece, initialized with a uniform distribution w1, are updated via the weight function in
Algorithm 2 and satisfy the following second-order regret bound:

th Wi — Ve < Cs, | log(|£]) Z (VW — Ver)? + CuG,
t=1

foralle €€, where Cs,Cy > 0 are constants.

Note that for Assumption 2 to hold, the loss gradients V; must be uniformly bounded in the sup-norm
by G. Indeed, this is ensured by two factors: first, we consider oracle prediction rules in L>(X),
ensuring that their outputs are also uniformly bounded, and second the predictions produced in (9)
are clipped to a bounded range.

4.2 Regret guarantees under spatially inhomogeneous smoothness (Alg. 2)

Local Besov regularity. Let f € B,, for some fixed 1 < p,¢ < co and s > % Let 7’ be a pruning
of 7 and (X,)ncc(7) be the associated partition of X. To model spatially varying smoothness,
we define the local Besov regularity of a function f
over each region X, as

Sp 1= Sup {a : fla, € B;‘q(Xn)} > s, (10)
where the restriction f|, belongs to the Besov space
B, over the domain X, for fixed global parameters
1 < p,q < oo. For each region, we denote by || f|s,.
the corresponding local Besov norm (6).
%=09 . More generally, one could define "fully” local Besov
a X X X s spaces via triplets (sn,pn,qn), allowing both the
smoothness and the integrability parameters to vary
i —1 across regions. We leave the analysis of such fully
agarllpglvgsc}iemes to future work, and we focus on local adaptation in terms of smoothness only.
We prove a regret bound for Algorithm 2, expressed in terms of the local regularity of any competitor
in a Besov space and that achieves minimax-optimal rates with convex or exp-concave loss functions.
Theorem 2. Let T > 1,1 < p,q < 00,8 > % > e Let f € By, (X)and B > || f|leo. Let T' be any
pruning of T, together with a collection of local smoothness indices (sn)ncc(77) and of local norms
(I fllsn )nec(r) defined as in (10). Then, under the same assumptions of Theorem I and Assumption 2,
Algorithm 2 satisfies

<GZ( Tally, > q

—1(n)sn
| £]],,) 2
neLl(T")

Figure 3: Example of inhomogeneous func-

ORI IT )L, g+ BYTT)

and moreover we also have, if (¢;) are exp-concave:

2d
BT ( T (27 | ) T T L g
)

nel(T’

F 2O L TR, g+ B),

where < hides logarithmic factors in T, and constants independent of f or T.

The proof of Theorem 2 is deferred to Appendix C. Taking 7" as the pruning corresponding to the
root of 7, Theorem 2 yields minimax-optimal rates in the case s = min, s, > %, both for convex
and exp-concave losses simultaneously. Importantly, the local adaptivity of Algorithm 2 is reflected
in the regret bounds in Theorem 2, which now depend on the local Besov regularity of the target
function. This is especially advantageous in inhomogeneous settings where the function alternates
between smooth and highly irregular regions; see Figure 3 for an illustrative example. In such cases,
our approach can substantially improve the overall regret compared to classical global adaptive
methods that aim to recover the largest (but worst case) smoothness exponent s such that f € B,,(X),
assuming the semi-norm || f||5;, is uniformly bounded.



Adaptive trade-off between smoothness and norm. To illustrate the benefit of our strategy,
consider the function f : z € [0,1] — z°, with s € (1,2). We have f € ¥°(X), with global semi-norm
|fls < oo (as defined in (8)). However, the semi-norm |f|, becomes large near z = 0 due to the
unbounded second derivative, which equals s(s — 1)z°~2 with s < 2 and explodes when = — 0. As
a result, this directly affects the regret bound of non-local algorithms. Now consider a partition
X1 = [0,6] and X = (4, 1] induced by some pruning, with § = 277 for some jo > 1. The function f
belongs to € (X1) near z = 0, and to ¥*(A) with bounded semi-norm | f|> over X». Estimating f
under this higher regularity on x> yields improved guarantees. Our adaptive algorithm automatically
exploits this spatial inhomogeneity by focusing on the relevant local smoothness and local semi-norm,
leading to improved overall performance. Indeed, applying Theorem 2 to functions in €°(X), with
s > 1 and exp-concave losses, yields:

Re(f) S (If || X0]°) 5T 1 2557 4 (| f]2|X2l?) B T2, (11

where | f|a = sup,c sy |/ (x)] = s(s — 1)6°7%, and | f|; < oo by definition. Equation (11) illustrates
a trade-off: if |71 | is negligible — i.e., only a small fraction of the data falls near 0 — then the second
term dominates, and we obtain a regret rate of O(T"/®). Conversely, we incur the worst-case rate
O(TY@=+1), but it is diluted by the small measure of |X;| = §. Finally, consider the case where the
data are uniformly distributed, i.e., |T1| ~ 6T and |T| ~ (1 — §)T. We obtain:

2(s—2) 1 2(5:2) 1

Rr(f) S 0T (§T) =9 46 5 (1—6)T5 < 6T +6 5 T5.

Optimizing over §, which is automatically handled by our procedure that selects the best pruning,
yields a regret rate of O(T") with r € (1/5,1/(2s+1)), improving upon the worst-case rate O (T 1))
achieved by any non-local algorithm.

Conclusion and perspectives

We proposed adaptive wavelet-based algorithms and analyzed them in the competitive online learning
framework against comparator functions in general Besov spaces. Our algorithms achieve minimax-
optimal regret guarantees while adapting simultaneously to the regularity of the target function,
the convexity properties of the loss functions, and spatially inhomogeneous smoothness - resulting
in significant improvements over globally-tuned methods. A limitation of our algorithm, which is
common with wavelet-based methods, is the exponential increase in dimensional complexity with the
regularity parameter S. An interesting parallel can be drawn with traditional wavelet thresholding
methods [15] used in the batch setting: in an online manner, our parameter-free algorithm implicitly
mimics their behavior by selectively updating coefficients across scales, without requiring explicit
thresholds or prior knowledge of the function’s regularity. Finally, like most prior work, we focused
on functions embedded in L* (i.e., with s > %). A natural and compelling direction for future
research is to extend this analysis to competitors in general L? spaces with p < oo, which would
likely require new analytical tools beyond those used here.
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A Proof of Theorem 1

Letl1 <p,g<o00,0<s<Sandfearg mingseps (x) Ethl £.(f(z¢)) the best function to fit the T’
data over X x [—B, B]. We start the proof with a decomposition of regret, with any oracle function
f* eRY, as

Rr(f) =Y bu(fe(we)) — €u(f (1))

=3 b(felw) = G(f (@) + Db (@) = b(f ()

= estimation regret +  approximation regret.

Nonlinear oracle. Let jo € Nand J > jo to be optimized. We first recall that we use a wavelet
development defined for any J > jo as

J
fr(@)i= > ajondion@) + Y Y Bixtik(e), (12)

ked, j=do k€A,

with o, 1 = (f, djo.x) and Bk = (f,¥j,k),J = Jjo, 1S a truncated wavelet expansion up to level J > jo.
Using a truncated approximation f; with a large value of J in (12) can lead to suboptimal regret
performance, as it requires estimating a large number of wavelet coefficients, thereby incurring a
high estimation error. To address this, we introduce a nonlinear oracle f* that depends only on a
selected subset of coefficients across the J levels. This approach, known as best-term or nonlinear
approximation, is surveyed in the textbook [12], while constructions close to us in spirit can be found
in [15, 16]. We now make this oracle explicit and show that it balances approximation and estimation
errors, in particular achieving minimax optimality in our setting. We define the oracle as

fr=1fr+ far, 13)

where f;+ is a truncated wavelet expansion up to level J* < J, as in (12) (i.e. we keep all the detail
coefficients up to level J*), and the nonlinear part

far= Y0 Biwtie, A C{GR):kEA;, TN << T},
(d,k)eA*

uses only wavelet coefficients indexed by an oracle set A* drawn from the finer scales j € (J*, J].
The cardinality of A*, i.e., the number of retained coefficients, will be optimized in the analysis.
Intuition: The component f- of the oracle consists of the |A*| largest coefficients chosen adaptively
from the fine scales greater than J*. The procedure is termed nonlinear because the choice of
coefficients varies with the function f, rather than being a fixed linear rule, contrary to the first J*
levels which keep all coefficients independently of the function.

Forany k € Aj,j > jo, define v; s := 3;x27% with s’ = s+ 2 — 4 as in (6). Observe that the definition
of the Besov norm (6) allows a control over the set {v;; : k € A;, J* < j < J} in terms of ¢-norm
since

a. B
s (1—P P\ g wn(l_1
> X ol <= (O (T haal)) " < (0= P )7 =
J*<i<J

J*<j<T kEA; keA;
(14)

by Holder’s inequality if ¢ > p, else by convexity with g < p.

Let A* denote the set of indices corresponding to the |A*| largest wavelet coefficients (in absolute
value) among all (v;,,) with 5 € [J* +1,J] and k € A;. The cardinality |A*| - that is, the number
of wavelet coefficients retained in the nonlinear component of the oracle estimator (13)—will be
selected later in the analysis as a tuning parameter. Let j > J*. We have that

[AT]- min ojel” < > vk
ke (. k)EA*

P <CF < oo,

and in particular since V(j, k) € A", |v; x| < ming gryea- [vj7,1/| One has
. 1
V(i k) ¢ AT A Ju el < CF = V(i k) € A7, |Bjk| < Cr277% |AT] 7P, (15)

We are now ready to analyze the regret in two steps—that is an estimation error and an approximation
error.
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Step 1: Bounding the estimation regret. We set

T T
Rii= b fo(me)) = G(f* () = Y o (Z(]’,k) Cj,k,t%‘,k(mt)) — b (Z(]’,k) Cj,k%,k(mt)) :
t=1 t=1
where the sum is over all scaling and detail coefficients with indices in {(jo, k) : k € Aj, } U {(5, k) :
J = jo, k € Aj}, where ¢; ;. stands for either the scaling coefficient o, or the detail coefficient j;
(and their sequential counterparts c; . depend on ¢), and p; . denotes either the scaling function
@, Or the wavelet function v; .

Since §j — £,(9) is convex and both f;, f* are linear in the {c; +}, then ¢; o f and ¢; o f* are convex in
{¢;,x} and we have by convexity:

T

Ri<Y D gimalCine = ci),
gk

t=1 j,

where g; x.: = £,(f+(2:))p; % (z:) by Equation (5). Observe that max; g; ¢ < Q%G”@Hoo =: G, for
any j, k. Then, first by Assumption 1, and second by the structure of the oracle (13) — namely, that
Vj > J* such that (j, k) ¢ A", we have ¢; , = 0 — we get:

T
Ri <> > giki(cine — ci)

Gk t=1

< ekl (Clx/ S gkl + C'2Gj)
7,k
= > e <01 Vi gk + Czéj) + > ekl (Clx/ S gkl + Czéj) (16)

J<T* k (j,k)EA*
J>J*

=Ry (fy*) 0
=Ry (fpx

where C1,C> > 0 are factors (possibly including log T'; see Assumption 1). The estimation regret
R, is thus controlled in (16) by a sum of individual regrets over the nonzero coefficients c; . that
define f* = f;« + fa~. The sum naturally splits into two parts: the linear part Ri(f;~) over
{(Jo, k) : k € Ajo } U{(4, k) : jo < j < J*, k € A;}, and the nonlinear part R, (fa=) over the indices in
A*.

* Linear part: bounding R:(f;-). The wavelet basis {¢;, .k, ;% } is assumed to be S-regular with

S > s, 0 we can invoke the characterization of Besov spaces with || f||zs, < oo (see Eq. (6)). Let

p,p’ > 1 be such that % + L = 1. Applying Holder’s inequality to the detail coefficients at levels

p’

j € ljo, J*], we obtain, with &; = G2% [¢]|os, j = jo:

T 2 id
DD Bkl (Cry Sy 1gikel® + CoGllv]| 22
Jo<j<J* kEA,
1 N id 1
<D (1Bl (Cl( > (VL lgiwel)”) 7+ CoGle] 2 |Ajlf“)

Jo<i<JT*REA; keEA;

2
pva 1
7

> ||ﬁj|p(cl\/(zk€,\j(zf_ngj,k,tﬁ)’%)" oGl ¥ 1007 )

Jo<Ji<J*
1_1 T id 1—1
< X 1Bl T T Tl + GG A )
Josjs<J*
(7

2 _ . .
where the last inequality uses ||z|,; < |Aj\(z>’ D+ |z]|1 for a vector z of dimension |A;| and
2

()4 := max{-,0}. )
Repeating for the scaling coefficients for k& € Aj,, summing in j = jo,...,J” and bounding
|A;] < A2% and |Aj,| < A2%°, we get:

in (L1 jod 5 _1
Ra(£27) < ol (€129 33 /5, ST ol + €028 22000 )

* di(l_1
o M CPELE SN S e

2+02G\|¢||m2%2d““%)) (18)
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where we recall the scaling coefficients are «j, = (a,,x) and the detail coefficients at scale j are

B = (Bjx)-

On the other hand, over each level 5 > jo, one has

J S S lgeal? —J DD ACACDIN ORI

kEAj t=1 kGAj t=1

< G\j SO ikla))?

keA; t=1

t=1 kEA;

) T
:szi\jz > (2w — k)2, (19)

where we used the fact that [¢/(f(z:))| < G (since § — £;(4) is G-Lipschitz), the definition of 1,
and we applied Jensen’s inequality. Equation (19) also holds for the scaling level, replacing ;
by ¢;,.x over the index set Aj,.

By D.2, one has
sup, > |¢(z — k)[* < My||glle  and  sup, 3, |t(z — k)[* < Myl|¢)]|oo-
With 1 — % <i+(3- %)+ we get from (18) and (19)
Ri(f1+) S AG|(C1(My|¢llo0) 2 VT + Ca| ¢l 02570 sy 2402 504)

.
(CL(My[[9]l00) VT + Calltp]|2577) S 118, 11,272 =20 | . (20)

J=jo

Then since || f||5;, < oo in (6), we apply Holder’s inequality with g, ¢ > 1 that entails

J* J

> Bl EHETRI = 3T g E TR gy 93t )

Jj=jo J=jo
"

L, .
3 ( 5 2_jqf<s_g_d<%—%>+>) ' ( > 2“(‘“*%‘%)Hﬂjllg> '

J=Jjo J=jo
T . a 1 1
<Ifllzg, Do 2770574 E 70 since |l < |- g > 1.
=0
Finally, we get from (20) with [|ey, [l < [|f| 5,
Ri(fs) < AG||f||B;qM((01\/T+ C,2870) %03 +(z=5)+)
d 7% J” .
F(OVT +028) 3 Q—Jﬁ), 1)
J=jo
: o d 11 o 2 2 \\3
with §:= s — & —d(5 — )+ and M := (max(Ms||6]|oc, My [|[9]lco, 8112 [¥115)) % < o0

* Nonlinear part: bounding R (fa+). Let A* = UJ_,.. A} where |A}| < |A;| is now the oracle
sparse set made of positions k at level j. One has by (17) on the levels j = J* +1,...,J,

wi(l_1 id wil—1
Ry < 3 1Bl (NI [y B ol + o2 I+ )

J*<g<d

<GM S Billp(CalA; G 9+ 23 VT 4 Co2% A7)

J*<i<d
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where second inequality follows from (19). Then, using Holder’s inequality with ¢ > 1 one has
dj el 1 i(s1d_d Ci(s— Yy, w(l_1
D 27UBi ISR = BT 2R g, 2R AT )
J*<g<J PARAS
i(s— Y, s (l_1
<Ifllsg, Do 2707PA5ET)
J*<G<T

Finally, since 3~ ;. ;. ;[Aj| = |A"], one has

—J*(s— )
Dl e N e S T g

a_d
J*<G<JT J*<i<J 2°7r —1

by Holder’s inequality in the case p > 2 and since s > %. Similarly, for the second term we have

* d
dj «1—1 2= (=3) x1—1
Z 22185l A51 7 <N fllBgy ————IA 7.
J*<j<d 277 —1
All in one, with |A*]' "% < [A*]27(Z~#)+ one has
CIVT + Co|A*|Z yeody, w11
Ri(far) < GM |||, SYEECEATLE gormtomi e (b 22)

257w —

e Bound on R;: We use (21) and (22) and we reach
R < Ri(fr+) + Ri(fax)

< G”fHBf,qM {)\(Clﬁ + 022%jo)2dj0(%+(%,%)+>

FACIVT + C22877) 3 2797

Jj=jo
* d
Ll_1 977 (s=3)
+ (CIVT + oA™Y A pe 2 ] (23)
27r —1
where we recall 8 := s — g —d(3 - %)Jr and s’ = s+ ¢ — % and |A”*| is the number of 'non-linear’

coefficients we keep below level J*.

Step 2: Bounding the approximation regret. We now bound the term incurred by approximating
f by its nonlinear wavelet approximation f*. Using the G-Lipschitz property of each loss ¢; and the
uniform bound on the approximation error, we obtain:

T

Ryi=y  (Le(f(x0)) = Le(f(22))) <G D |f"(we) = @) < GT|f* = flloo (24)

t=1
With f* = f;« + fa- and f; the truncated wavelet expansion (12) at level J > J* > j, we have with
the triangle inequality
Ra < GT(||(fs= + fax) = falloo + 1 f5 = fllo)

First, since f;+, fs are both wavelet expansion truncated respectively at level J* and J, one has

> Bkt

(k) EA*
< D 1Bistikllo
(. k) EA*
J
j % j .
< > Y% sup Bkl | Xhen, [¥(27 - —K)|[loo « by definition of ;
Pl HENSTIN !

|(fre + fax) = filloo =

oo}

J
< MyCyIA[Tr S0 2Ee + by Definition D.2 and (15)
j=J*+1

PR S
< MyCyNT |7

d

p —

+ replacing s" and with s > g (25)
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Second, with s > %, using the characterizations of Besov spaces and classical results on Sobolev

s—d
embeddings (see, e.g., [20, Prop. 4.3.8] or [8, 13]), B;,(X) C Buob (X) and one has

Ci(s—d 9= 7(s=5)
15 = Flloo < Myl|fllzg, D 27777 < Myl fll;, ——, (26)
i>J 27—
where s > ¢.
Finally, with (25) and (26) one has
GM, s *
Ry < W(21<82)T+ (J— J*)(%*%M—Q*J (S*%)|A*‘*%T)' (27)
b

Step 3: Optimization on J*, J, |A*| and conclusion. Let jo = 0. From (23) and (27) we reach the
following regret bound

Rr(f) = R+ R2 < CG|fllBg,

g

(ewrveat)(1+ )
j=0

+ (Clﬁ+ CQ|A*‘%)Q—J*(s-g)‘A*|(%_%)+)

427D 4 (= )G TR A TR T, (28)

with C' some constant that can change from a line to another (depending on A, |||/, M, My,...),

B=s— % —d(5—+)+. We keep the explicit dependence on J, J*, and [A*|, as we now aim to optimize
the upper bound with respect to these parameters. We have three different regimes depending on the

sign of 3 in (28). Observe that
s—4 ifp>2,
B = { Z P

s—39 if p<2,
and we also have s > %

Case 1: g > 0. This regime corresponds to sufficiently regular functions: since s > g, this

corresponds to the case

d
p <2, or 5>§.

In this case, the geometric sum is bounded by

J* 1
—iB
E 2 < e
Jj=0
Choosing
2 DA T = 2 T = T

9= =A< TE 4
—J(s—4 _ s

2/ < T

A"z =287 = T

1

with s — g >e>0and S > s, and this entails a total regret
1—2-5 >

+ T (1 + (é (g - 1) logQ(T))<é(ll>+>} (30)

With s > d/2, we have T'~*/* < VT and Rr(f) = O(G||f| s, VT).

Remark. The notation O(-) here hides log, (T") factors that appear when p < ¢. This originates from
the nonlinear oracle construction in the analysis (see Inequality (14)). In addition, log terms may also
be absorbed into the constants C1, C> coming from the parameter-free subroutine (see Assumption 1).
This remark also holds for the remaining cases.

J* = ’7% IOgQ(T)—l )
|A*| = 2J*d7 -

J=[L108,(7)],

’ (29)

aw

Re(f) < COIflng, (€1 + Ca)VT (2+ e

18



Case 2: 3 =0. This critical regime occurs when p > 2 and s = 4. The sum becomes:
Z 2798 = g 4 1.
Choosing J*,|A*| and J as in (29) yields the bound:

Re() < CGil g, (€1 + VT (2+ 1og, 7+ 74 1)

1

+ﬁ(1+ (é (§ —1> 1og2(T)) fé”)}. 31)

Case 3: 8 < 0. This corresponds to the low regularity case: 8 = s — 4 and

Thatis Rr(f) = O(G||f| 53, loga(T)VT).

d d
p=2 and - <s< .
D 2

Here, the geometric sum is bounded as:

o=J"8

5
227 SoFoT

With J*,|A*| and J as in (29), the regret bound becomes:

_5
RT(f)<CG|\f||B;q[(cl+cz)x/T< QTﬂjl T%’>

eri (e (L8 1>10g2<T>)<“’+)} )

With vTT~7 = VTT3 & = T'~ 4, one has Rr(f) = O(G|fll5, T" ).

ln
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B Proof of Corollary 1

The proof is based on that of Theorem 1, in Appendix A, case p = g = oo.

Let s > 0, f € argmingces(xy 3, Le(f(x¢)) the best function to fit the 7 data over X x R and
f* = f; defined as in (12). One key point is that in the case of Holder-smooth function (p = ¢ = o),
the nonlinear set A* of wavelet coefficients will not be needed to achieve optimal rates.

We start with a decomposition of regret with the oracle f* = f; as in the proof of Theorem 1 in
Appendix A and we have:

Rr(f) =D Clfilx) = b(fo(@)  + D l(fs(@e) = b(f (1))

t=1 t=1

=:Ry =:Ro

Step 1: Bounding estimation regret R;. From (16), one has

Ri< Y ool (cu/zf:l 9’ +c2G|\¢noo2%)
kei\jo
J .
Ja
0> 1Bkl (Ou/ZtL g5t |2 + C2Gl¥]| 02 ) (33)

J=jo kEA;
where C1,C> > 0 are relative to Assumption 1, «; ; refers to the scaling coefficients and 3; the
detail coefficients.
Since the wavelet basis {¢;,.x,%; ,} is assumed to be S-regular with S > s (Definition 2) and
f € €°(X), by Proposition 1, the detail coefficients at every level j > jo are bounded as:

1Bkl = 1(F, 9560 < C(h, 9)| 1277742
where C'(1, s) is a positive constant that only depends on the S-regular wavelet basis and | f|s refers
to the semi-norm of f defined in (8).
For the scaling level jo, then for every k, one has:

_Jod
oo, k| = [(fs @joi) | < flloo + 1ds0.klls <27 2 (]2l flloo)
where we used

6100l < [ 20 20(200 — k) do "2 200t [ o)l du = 27 ol
and ||¢||1 < oo since the scaling function ¢ is assumed to be localized (e.g. compactly supported).

Then, plugging the above upper bound, we get with g, k.. < GchHOOQ% :

d _ ind ind
Ry < Glll1ll flloo2™ % - [Rjol - 0lloo (Cr2°% VT + C227%")

J _ T L
+C@,8)|f]s Y 2702 (Cl ST A1kl + CoGllwl27 A ]

i=go keA; \ t=1
Using Cauchy-Schwarz’s inequality as long as the form of the gradients in (5) and the bound (19),
we have over each level j € [jo, J],

r T
Z Z |95,%,2]% < G)\§2dj\j Z Z (202 — k)2

ke, \ t=1 t=1 kEA;

< GO\[[¢lloe My) 229 VT
where || 3cx, [0 = k)Pl < [¥lloMy < oo (see D.2) and |A;] = X2%. Finally, with M =
1
max(My [[¢[|oo, [|0]l3, [[4113) 2

J
Ri < GM)\<||f||oo|\¢|\1 2900 (Cy /T + Co) + C(, 8) | f]s (C1VT + C>2%7) 3 z—f“—d/”) (34)

Jj=jo
Setting jo = 0, the sum can be upper-bounded with 3 different cases as
, (1—2-(=2))-1 ifd < 2s,
DF AR | if d = 2s,
= 2 G gD 1)1 i .
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Step 2: Bounding the approximation regret. Following (27), one has:

T T
Ry =Y L(f* ()= b(f(20) G Y |f" (@)= f(xe)| < GTK s f = flloo < CaGT| |27, (35)
t=1

t=1
where Cy = C4(1, s) - see [20, Prop. 4.1.5] for instance with assumption D.3.

Step 3: upper-bounding Rr(f). We need to balance (34) and (35), and finding the optimal J > 0.
Taking jo = 0 —i.e. [Aj| < A —and J = [2log,(T)] entails the desired bound in the 3 cases
d < 2s,d=2sand d > 2s.

Remark. In the preceding proof we showed that a single (linear) global resolution level J =
[%1og, T suffices to attain the minimax regret for Holder-smooth competitors, in contrast to general
competitors in B,,(X), which require a nonlinear mechanism (see Appendix A). Nevertheless, even
in the Holder-smooth case one may take a larger level J = [ 2 log, T'| > [2 log, 7] as in Theorem 1.
In the analysis, set the oracle coefficients 3;x = 0 for levels j > [4log, T'|; the estimation regret,
combined with Assumption 1, reduces to a sum over the remaining nonzero coefficients—namely,
those in the linear part—and leads to the same rates.

21



C Proof of Theorem 2

The proof uses a first key result that we state and prove right after.

Theorem 3 (Local regret over Besov spaces). Let T > 1,1 < p,q < 00,5 > % and f € B;,. Under
the same assumptions of Theorem 1 and Assumption 2, Algorithm 2 with || f||sc < B has regret

Rr(f) S Gintrr { X o BVITal + 1flls - 27100 < [T},
and if (¢;) are exp-concave:
Rr(f) S Ginfro {BIL(T)| + Zoeporn 1 lsn - 27100 [T}

where < hides logarithmic factors in T, and constants independent of f or T, L(T') denotes the set
of leaves in a pruning T' C T, ||f|s., are local Besov norms, 1(n) is the level of node n € L(T"), and
the local rate exponent is given by

1 . d
Momp)={2 . Tm2aorep<i
1— 2 otherwise.

Remark. Theorem 3 holds for any pruning 7’ of 7. In particular, our procedure effectively
competes against the best pruning with respect to the profile of the competitor f. Intuitively,
Algorithm 2 achieves a spatial trade-off over the input space: it can refine locally by going deeper
with high 1(n) at the cost of increasing the number of leaves |£(7")|, while remaining coarser and
less accurate in other regions, with fewer leaves to compete against. In particular, when applying
the result to a specific pruning, we show in Theorem 4 that Algorithm 2 achieves minimax-optimal
(local) regret when facing exp-concave losses.

Proof of Theorem 3. Let1 < p,q < oo,s> g, [ € B;, such that B := || f|| < oo - this is possible
since f is continuous over X' with the condition s > d/p and embedding of B,, in L*°.

Grid for scaling coefficients at starting scale j,. Observe that

_igd
= [(f @io.k)|l < I flloo - ldjo.kllr <27 2 [|0[l1 B.

Let g, > 0. We define the regular grid A;, of ¢;,-precision, used to learn the scaling coefficients at
level jo, denoted (v, k), With

|ajo,k

—ind _
o] = [2770% 2B lg] <3,

points, regularly spaced in the interval [—BQ’“% lloll, B27i0% ll¢|l1]. In the following, we will use
a local grid Ay, to learn scaling coefficient o, ;. at a scale jo = 1(n) locally over the space X. In
particular, we will carefully set the local precision ¢,(,,) to handle regret terms.

Definition of the oracle associated to a pruning. Let 7’ be some pruning of 7 and P(7") =
(Xn)nec(r) be the associated partition of X. Let A,y denote the grid of precision ¢,y as described
above. We define the prediction function of pruning 77, at any time ¢ > 1

fra@= 3 loai@ls, zex,

neL(T")

where each f, ., . is a sequential predictor of type (3), with starting scale jo = 1(n), restricted to X,
and initialized at the oracle scaling coefficients

an = (an.k)red,, , = argmin fla — g n oo,
acAj(n)

that is, the best approximating vector a in the grid A, for the subset of scaling coefficients
Qjo.nks k € Nj.n, whose basis functions ¢;, , are supported on X,,. For simplicity, we slightly abuse
notation by writing a € Ay,), treating the grid as a tensor grid of the same dimension as a. In
particular, the number of coefficients in A, whose supports intersect &, satisfies

|A107n| < |A/_\jo|27l(n)d < )\:

since 1(n) = jo.
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Decomposition of regret. We have a decomposition of regret as:

Regr(f) = D be(fe(@e)) = Le(fro (@) + > e froa(@e)) — be(f (@), (36)

t=1 t=1

=R =:Ry

R is the regret related to the estimation error of the expert-aggregation algorithm compared to some
oracle partition P(7”) associated to 77, i.e. the error the algorithm commits while aiming the oracle
partition P(7"). On the other hand, R is related to the error of the model predicting over subregions
in P(T"), against some function f € B;, and corresponds to the (localised) regret discussed in
Theorem 1.

Step 1: Upper-bounding R; as local regrets. Recall that P(7") form a partition of X'. Hence, for
any x; € X, the prediction at time t is f1 +(z¢) = [fjo,n.an,t(z¢)]5 With n € N(T") the unique node
such that z; € X, at time t. Then, R can be written as follows:

Ro=>" 3" (tlfrre(ar)) = be(f(20)Laser,
)

t=1 nel(T’

Do D tllfnane(@o)]s) — Lol f(x0))

neL(T') teTy

S0 blfani(m) — L(f(@0)), (37)

nEL(T') teTy

N

where weset T, = {1 <t < T : 2y € X}, Xy C X, n € L(T") and (37) is because [fn.a,.c]B < fr.an .t
and ¢, is convex and has minimum in [—B, B] with B > || f||cc-

The decomposition in (37) represents a sum of local error approximations of the function f over
the partition P(77), using predictors f, a,,n € £(T’). Recall that for every n € £(T"), fn.a, is a
prediction function associated to a wavelet decomposition (3), where the scaling coefficients start at
a, over X, and with jo = 1(n). In proof of Theorem 1 (Appendix A) we showed that any wavelet
decomposition adapts to any regularity via || f| 53, , s of f. Thus, the approximation error of Fiom.an
with respect to f remains similar to that in (27), but now with regard to a Besov function with local
smoothness s, and norm || f(|s,, == || fllzsz (x,,) OVer X» - see (10). Specifically, from (37), (23), (27),
we get (without applying Holder’s inequality on the scaling coefficients):

1(n)d

=)

R < Z G190 Z lajo e — an,k|(01\/ |Tn| + C22

n€L(T) kEXj) n
I(n)+J7 y
dj(i-1 id g1
T2 MBI (O T, , T gl + oGl 2% 2075))
J=1(n)

estimation error on wavelet coefficients as in (23)

+ 2—0(")-‘—-]2,)(%—%) |A;|(%—%)+

estimation error on nonlinear wavelet coefficients

- " -4 =1 —(n n Sn*é
+05G||f|‘s"(2 U(n)+J5)(sn p)|An| 5 T,| + 2 (I(n)+Jn)( p)|Tn|) . (3%)

approximation error (27) over Xy, at scale jo + Jn,

with C1, C> as in Assumption 1 and Cs a constant that can be deduced from (27) and jo = 1(n) for
each n € £(T"). In particular, by definition of a, = argmin, Ay lletjo,n — al|loo, and given that
Ainy 1s a grid with precision e,y > 0, one has

|Qjok — @nk| < for every k € Aj, n.

€l(n)

2
From (38), one can bound the absolute values of the scaling terms by e1(,,)/2 and using |Aj, | < A.
For every n € L(T"), let

I(n)d

El(n) = B(2 2 \/T)71
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that gives for every n € £L(7”)

S %V

keA

+ CZT_%),

)\ -
7)< <3 B(Ci2 %"

Jjo,m

where we used +/|T%.|/vT < 1. Then, one can factorize the sum in j and the approximation term
by 271(™=n over each n € £(77). Finally, applying Holder’s inequality over the sum in j (see (21))
and following the same optimization steps in J;, J,, |A;| as in Proof of Theorem 1 we get, with M
defined as in (21):

Rs < AGMBIL(T)|(Ch + CoT™2)

FAGM Y Cullffls 27
neL(T’)

where C,, = C,,(C1,C2, C3, sn, ¥, p) can be deduced from similar calculation as in (30), (31) and (32)
and can include log T' dependencies.

VT if s, > ¢ <2
{ | T if s Sorp (39)

T, "% else,

Step 2: Upper-bounding the estimation error R,. R; is due to the error incurred by sequentially
learning the prediction rule f7 associated with an oracle pruning 77 of 7', along with the best scaling
coefficients (an),cc(77) selected from the grid (Ayn))nez(7)-

Note that at each time ¢, only a subset of nodes in 7 are active and output predictions. Specifically,
for any time ¢ > 1, we define in Algorithm 2 the set of active experts at round ¢ as

&= {(n,an) X € Xn}
Moreover, we assume bounded gradients: for any time ¢ > 1 and experte € &,
Viel = [€(fe(ze) - [fer(ze)]B] < GB,

which satisfies Assumption 2 with G = BG.

Using standard sleeping reduction, one can prove that, for any expert (n,a,),n € L(T'),t > 1 - see
Proof of Theorem 2 in [29] Eq. (31)-(35):

(C(fe(@e) = b (fran (@) Lapex, < G(fi(2))(fo(e) = frapni(x:))le,ex, < by convexity of £,
= (V/ Wi = Vinan,)laer, (40)
=ViwWi = Vinan (41)
Then, with T, = {1 <t < T : 24 € Xpn},n € L(T):

Z Z Ce(fe(z)) = b(Frmn.t (@) Dayen, {Xn,n € L(T')} partition of X

= lnEC(T’
> Z(vjwﬁv(m"),t) + by (41)
neL(T!) t=1
< (03\/10g 1€]) \/Zt L (VIWe = Vinan )2 +C4G*) + by Assumption 2

neLl(T’)

= CuBGIL(T)| + CayJlog (I€]) Y [ (Viwe = Vinan )2 (42)

neL(T’) \| teTy

where the last equality holds because for any n € L(T"),V/w; — Vipany = 0if 2, ¢ A, and
G = BG.
The proof goes on with two different cases depending on the losses’ convex properties:

* Case 1: (€+)1<t<T convex.
Observe that at any time ¢ € [T],||V¢[e < G and ||w:|: = 1, which gives |V w;| < G = BG.
Then, from (42)

Ry < CaBG|L(T")| +2Cs¢/log (I€))BG Y /|Tl (43)

neL(T")
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In case of convex losses, we finally have by (36), (39) and (43):

Regy (f) < 2C3BGy/log (I€]) S V/ITul + A\GBM|L(T')|(C1 + C2T~ %)
neEL(T)
{,/|Tn| ifs,>%orp<2,

+AGM Collflls, 27 en .
Z 171 |T.|* =74 else,

ncL(T")

(44)

where |£] < |/\f(7‘)|(2||<;5||1T%)A since for every n € T one has |Aj, »| < X and

i | = [2B|6ll1 /ey ] = [2]16]1 T ]

by the choice of the precision e;(,) = B
that does not grow exponentially with 7', making the construction computationally feasible.
Finally, since (44) holds for all pruning 7" of our main tree 7, one can take the infimum over all
pruning to get the desired upper-bound.

* Case 2: (£y)1<t<T M-€xp-concave.
If the sequence of loss functions (¢;) is n-exp-concave for some n > 0, then thanks to [24,
Lemma 4.3] we have for any 0 < p < 3 min{%,n} and all ¢ > 1,n € L(T"), using (41):

(ét(ft(xt)) - Et(fn,an,t(xt)))]lxtek'n < VtTWt - V(n,an),t - g(VtTWt - v(n,an),t)2 (45)

Summing (45) over t € [T] and n € L(T"), we get:

Z Z V;rwt - V(n,an),t - % Z Z (v;rwt - V(n,an),t)2

neL(T')t€Ty n€L(T')te€Tn

<C4é|£ |+C3 Z Z V Wi — Vin,an),t)? —g Z Z VW, — v(nan)t) )

nel(T’) \| teTn nEL(T') teTy

(46)

where last inequality is by (42) and we set Cs = C3,/log (|€]) and G = BG. Young’s inequality
gives, for any v > 0, the following upper-bound:

1
D (VW= Vian)? < 5o 5 O (VW= Vi), 47

teTy tely

Finally, plugging (47) with v = 11/C3 > 0 in (46), we get

' = C
Ry < C4BGIL(T)|+Cs Y (3 = (Viwe - Vm,an),tf)

neL(T’) 2u - 20 teTy,

% Z Z Vtwt v(nan)t)

nEL(T') tETy

:(mﬁfm+@&§aw% -

again with |€| < |N(T)| (2H¢\|1T%)A. Then, one can deduce the final bound from equations (36),
(39) and (48) and taking the infimum over the prunings 7.

Worst case regret bound. Note that since we assume that || f|| < B, and that all local predictors
fe,e € € in Algorithm 2 are clipped in [—B, B], we first have for any z € X,

[fe@)] =D weellfer(@)s| <BY wee=B

e€&y ecy
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Thus,

S

Regr(f) = > Cu(filz1)) — Gu(f (1))

t=1

T
< Glfilme) = f()] 0, is G-Lipschitz
t:lT A
G2|ft(l’t)| + |f ()]
=2BGT (49)

O

We now restate a complete version of Theorem 2 from the main text and provide its proof below.

Theorem 4. LetT > 1,1 < p,g < 00,8 > ; Let f € By, and B > || f||o. Let T' be any pruning of T,
together with a collection of local smoothness indices (Sn)ne c(7y defined as in (10) and local norms
| flls.- Then, under the same assumptions of Theorem I and Assumption 2, Algorithm 2 satisfies

—1(n)sn
)56 Y (B VIEL,

neL(T")
—1(n)sn —Sn
ORI IT )L, g+ BYTT)

and moreover we also have, if (¢;) are exp-concave:

< G Z ( 25 +d 2_1(”>Sn‘|f“ ﬂ)2sn+d |T |2s,,+d]1

neLl(T’)

5!7,22

1,i

F 2O LR, g+ B),

where < hides logarithmic factors in T, and constants independent of f or T.

Proof of Theorem 4.

Let 7' C T be some pruning of 7. We define T, the extension of 7" such that all terminal nodes n €
L(T") is extended with a tree 7,, of depth h,, € N. In particular, for any n’ € L(Te),1(n') =1(n) + hn

with n € L(T"). See Figure 4 for an illustrative example.

Figure 4: Example of an extended tree 7o, = 7' U 7{ U --- U 77, formed by a subtree 7' (black
nodes) and its extensions (colored nodes). Each dotted set corresponds to a subtree 7,,, rooted at a
leaf n € £(T") and extended to depth h,,. The depths vary: hs = hs = 0 (black boxes), h1 = hy =1
(orange), hs = he = 2 (blue), and h; = 3 (green). The leaves of T, appear at different levels
depending on the values of (h,,) and the level 1(n) of the leaves n € L(T") = {1,2,3,4,5,6,7}.

Observe that the total number of leaves in the extended pruning 7, is

L(To)l = D LTI (50)

neL(T’)
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Define
spi= min s,, n€N(T. on

n EK(TX[)

Remark also that by definition of the Besov norm in (6) (and Via the usual embedding (p, q) fixed
- see, e.g., [20]), one has for any n € L(T7),||flls, = [Iflls,,»n" € L(To)- In particular, every tree
extension 7,, at node n € £(7”) has |£(7;])| = 2" leaves.

Case (¢;) convex. Applying Theorem 3 in the convex case on the extended pruning 7., gives
n<eG 3 (BVITA[+ 1], 27" - Tl ™) (52)
nleﬁ(,re;[)

with C some constant that hides log 7" terms that can change from an inequality to another and r,,; €
{3,1- is the local rate described in Theorem 3. Note that by (51) one has r;, < r,,n’ € L(T,,).
Recall that for every n' € L(T),1(n') =1(n) + h, forn € L(T") and since every leaves in £(7,,) is
partitioning each terminal node n € 7”, one has by Jensen’s inequality:

SooVitil= >0 > VITul< YD VIET)IT (53)
' €L(TL) neL(T) n' €L(T}) neL(T’)
Then, by (51),(52) and (53) one gets (with 7, < 7, n’ € L(T))
<CG Y DT (BTl + |If)ls, 27 MH s,
neL(T') n'€L(T)

<CG Y (BVILTONTal + s, 27 550y 1Tl ™). (54
neL(T’)

Further, applying Holder’s inequality over the sum over n’ € £(7,;) in (54) with (1 —r,) +r, =1
(r» is constant over the sum in n’):

<CG Y (BVIETOITl+ [ lls 272 |2 (T (S oy [Twrl) ™)

neLl(T')
(55)

=CG Y (BT + |flls, 27 Wn 2 =8 g )

neL(T’)
where we used

Z |Tn’| — ‘Tn| and 2~ hnsn|£( )‘1 Tn 27hnsn(2dhn)17'rn _ th (17—7'rn)
n'€L(T))

Define the local regrets under the sum over n € A/ (T’) by

(n)sn odhn 17777” 7rL
) i= By/|Tu[2n? + || f]|s,, 271" o 2% T

that we now want to optimize in h,, € N. This leads to two different cases depending on the values of
the local exponent r.,,, defined in Theorem 3.

e Casesn > % orp<2:r,=3%
The local regret grows as:

B/[Ta[200 4 [/, 270027 008 /T,

Therefore, setting ., = max {0, [ log, (27" || f||s, B~")]} this entails

d —1(n)sn d
2o (271007 £ 15, ) 20 11T

R, (f) < Cmax{B,B

e Casesp < $:rn=1-—2

The local regret grows as:

f) = BVITal2Pnd 4 | flls, 27V T~

and the best choice is h, = 0 in this case that entails

Ra(f) = BVITul + | flls, 2710 T~
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Finally, in the case (Zt) are convex losses, we deduce that the regret is upper bounded as

<CG > R

neLlL(T")
__d _d_
<ce Y (max{B,Bl s (27 | £ T L, g
neLl(T")
FBVE 4 2O LT, Ly ) (56)

Case (¢;) exp-concave. Applying Theorem 3 in the exp-concave case on the extended pruning 7,
gives
Re(f) < CO(BILTR + 30 fll 2705 ) (57)
n' €L(T)
with C' some constant that hides log T’ terms and that can change from an inequality to another and

Tn! S {;, ( exl)| = Zneﬁ(T’) ‘5(7:1/”
and again for every n' € L(TL),1(n") =1(n) + hy, forn € C(T’) and r,, < rp,n' € L(T,)). We get
Re(f) <0G S0 (BIETOI+ 12 00 S 1T ). (59)
neL(T")

Using |£(7,))| = 2""? and applying Holder’s inequality over the sum over n’ € £(7,,) in (58) with
(1-7rn)+r,=1asin (55) entails
CG Z 2hnd + ||f||3n _1(n)9n2dhn(l_*_7‘n)|T |7‘n)
neLl(T’)
Again, we define the local regrets under the sum over n € N(7”) as

Rn(f) = BQ}Lnd + Hf“sn2*1(")5n 2dh"(1757”77'n) |:’1n‘7'n7
that we optimize in h,, € N. The cases are the same as for the convex case, according to the values of
the local exponent r,,, defined in Theorem 3.

e Case s, >%orp<2:rn=3%
The local regret grows as
—1(n)sn o—hn (sp—9
Ru(f) = B2 | f]l, 270027 e =) T2
Afterwards, optimizing in h,, such that
B2hnd — 2_1(77')511, Hf“snz_hn(sn_%) ‘Tn|
leads to h, = max {0, [ 5255 log, ((B™'27'0V*» | f|[,,)?|Tn[) ]}, that entails

2d
Ru(f) < C max {B, B (271 | 1|, ) T T,

}

e Case sn < d:rp=1-—22
The local regret grows as
Ra(f) = B2" 27100 | |, | T~
and the best choice is h, = 0 which entails
Ra(f) = B+ 27 £l |Tal 4,
Finally, with (Et) exp-concave losses, the regret is bounded as

<CG > Rulf

neL(T’)

2d
<CG Z <max {B, Bl z2ta (2—1(")Sn ”st’n) ZonFd | T, enTd }]15”2% (59)

neL(T’)

(BT, ). (60)

Remark. Taking T as the pruning associated to the root, this entails O(T 2;1«1) =0(T"" 23id) which
is minimax-optimal for this case - see [35].
O
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D Discussion on the unbounded case: s < %

As in most previous works in statistical learning, this paper primarily considers competitive functions
f € Bpq(X) with s > ¢, which ensures that f € L>(X) with || f[|e < oco.

A natural question is whether our Algorithm I remains competitive - that is, achieves sublinear regret
- in the more challenging regime where s < %. Indeed, in the case s < %, prediction rules may no

longer be bounded in sup-norm. For example, the function f(z) = z~" *1,¢(0,1) belongs to LP([0, 1])
for p < 2 but not to L*([0, 1]), illustrating the type of singularity permitted when s < %. In such
cases, the boundedness condition ||f; — f]l.c < oo required in (24) may fail, where f; denotes the
truncated J-level wavelet expansion defined in (2). Nevertheless, we discuss how Algorithm 1 can
still offer performance guarantees in certain settings, particularly when the input data {z;} are well
distributed over X'.

Indeed, by Holder’s inequality, (24) can be upper bounded as:

S 16— £l < T st - feP) (61)

where the sum on the right-hand side defines an empirical £7 semi-metric over the input data {z: }{—,
denoted:

a0 = i otz o)

The upper bound (61) suggests that tighter control may be obtained by focusing on the empirical
norm d4.(fs, f) rather than on the sup-norm, which may not be finite.

First case: the empirical semi-norm d4. approximates the L” norm. Assume that the semi-norm
di.(fr, f) is close to the true L? norm ||f; — f|/z». Such an equivalence is expected when the data
{z:} are well distributed over X, for example when z; ~ U/(X) i.i.d., or when z; are equally spaced,
such as z; = £ fort =1,...,T. By the law of large numbers or standard concentration arguments,
one typically has d5.(f7, f) ~ || fs — f||L» in expectation or with high probability.

Classical approximation results (e.g., [20, Prop. 4.3.8]) then yield | f; — fllzr < 277¢ for f €
B, (X) C LP(X). Optimizing over J to balance estimation and approximation regrets leads to a
regret bound of O(T"~4) - see the proof of Theorem A, last case 8 < 0. This regret is sublinear as
soon as s > 0 and becomes linear when s = 0, as is typical for f € L”.

Nevertheless, minimax analysis from [34, 35] shows that a regret of O(T"~"*) is possible, which
improves upon our bound whenever s < %. Whether a constructive algorithm achieving this minimax
regret exists in the regime s < g remains, to the best of our knowledge, an open and interesting
question.

Second case: the semi-norm d’. fails to approximate the L” norm. If the data points {x,} are
concentrated near singularities (e.g., near 0 in the example above), the empirical norm d7.(f;, f) can
differ significantly from the true norm || f; — f||z», making the latter less informative in practice.

In such adversarial or non-uniform settings, it seems preferable to control the empirical norm d4.(fs, f)
directly, as it more accurately reflects the distribution of the observed data. Addressing this challenge
may require adaptive sampling strategies, localization techniques, or alternative norms that account
for the geometry or density of the input distribution.
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E Review of multi-resolution analysis
In this section we present some of the basic ingredients of wavelet theory. Let’s assume we have a
multivariate function f : R — R.

Definition 1 (Scaling function). We say that a function ¢ € L*(R?) is the scaling function of a
multiresolution analysis (MRA) if it satisfies the following conditions:

1. the family
{z = ¢(e — k) =TI, ¢(ai —ni) : k € 2%
is an ortho-normal basis, that is (¢(- — k), (- —n)) = Ok,n;
2. the linear spaces

Vo = {f:Zkezdck¢(' — k), (k) : Zkezdci < oo},...,Vj = {h:f(2j-) :f eVt ...,
are nested, i.e. V;_1 C V; forall j > 0.
We note that under these two conditions, it is immediate that the functions
{¢s = 29726(27 - k) .k € 2}

form an ortho-normal basis of the space V;, j € N. One can define the projection kernel of f over V;
(from here we also say kernel projection at scale or level j) as

Kif(@) = S 0s0is@) = [ Ko fw)dy. (62)
kezd R
with K (z,y) = 3, cpa0 ik (@) B35k (y) = X pcpa 2¥ 3(272 — n)p(27y — n) (which is not of convolution

type) but has comparable approximation properties that we detail after.

Incremental construction via wavelets. Since the spaces (V) are nested, one can define nontrivial
subspaces as the orthogonal complements W; := V;11 © V;. We can then telescope these orthogonal
complements to see that each space Vj,j > jo can be written as

J
\/jzl/m@(@m) for any jo € N.

l=jo
Let ) be a mother wavelet corresponding to the scaling function ¢. The associated wavelets are
defined as follows: for E = {0,1}%\ {0}, we set

() = 7 (21) - % (xa), W5, =22z —n), j=0, neZ

where ¥° = ¢, ¢! = 4. For each j, these functions form an orthonormal basis of W;.
Analogously, one can now observe that for every j > jo,

Kjf =Kjf+ Z (K1 f — Kif), (63)

l=jo
where each increment in the sum can be written as
Kipof = Kif =3 ) (f45.0%5 0k
k £
where for each j > 1, the set
{w;k = 24/2)f (2 —k):ec B, ke Zd}

forms a basis of W; for some wavelet v, with E := {0,1}%\ {0}. For simplicity, we include the index
¢ in the multi-index k. Finally, the set {¢;,,x, ¥, } constitutes a wavelet basis.

For our results we will not be needing a particular wavelet basis, but any that satisfies the following
key properties.

Definition 2 (S-regular wavelet basis). Let S € N* and jo = 0. The multiresolution wavelet basis

{on = B(- — k), b6 = 222927 - —k)}

of L*(R%) with associated projection kernel K (z,y) = 3", ¢r(x)or(y) is said to be S-regular if the
following conditions are satisfied:
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(D.1) Vanishing moments and normalization:
Jpa ¥(x) 2 de =0 for all multi-indices a with |a| < S, Jga O(x) dz = 1.
Moreover, for all v € R and o with 1 < |a| < S,
fRdK(v,v+u)du:1, fRdK(v,v—Fu)uadu:O.
(D.2) Bounded basis sums:
My = sup,cpa y_, |6(x — k)| < oo, My = supgcpa 2, [¥(z — k)| < 0.

(D.3) Kernel decay: For k(xz,y) equal to K (x,y) or >, v(x — k) (y — k), there exist constants
c1,c2 > 0 and a bounded integrable function ¢ : [0,00) — R such that
sup,epa [K(v,v — )| < erg(eallull),  Cs = fpa lull®d(|lul)) du < co.

Case of a bounded compact X ¢ R%. The above definition applies to wavelet systems on R?, but
can be extended to compact domains X C R? using standard boundary-corrected or periodized con-
structions. Notable examples include the compactly supported orthonormal wavelets of Daubechies
[11, Chapter 7] and the biorthogonal, symmetric, and highly regular wavelet bases of Cohen et al.
[9]. Just as in the case of R?, we can build a tensor-product wavelet basis {¢x, ¥« }, for example
using periodic or boundary-corrected Daubechies wavelets. At the j-th level, there are now O(27%)
wavelets 1, ., which we index by k € A, the set of indices corresponding to wavelets at level j. This
coincides with the expansion used in Equation (2).

Control of wavelet coefficients and characterization of Holder spaces. Remarkably, the norm of
the space ¢°(X') has a useful characterisation by wavelet bases - see [31] or [20] for a review on the
characterisation of smoothness according to wavelet basis.

Proposition 1. Let s > 0 we thus have the following:
fEENX) = sup|(f,di)] < Clfl27 0T, (64)

where C = C (¥, S) is some constant that depends only on the (S-regular) wavelet basis.
Proof. Let v be a compactly supported wavelet in R? with S vanishing moments, i.e.,
/ 2”(z)dz =0 for all multi-indices 8 with |3] < S.
R4

Assume that f € ¢°(R?) for some s > 0, with s < 5, so the wavelet vanishing moments match the
regularity of f. Let 1, 1 (x) := 2/¢/%y (272 — k) be the wavelet at scale j and location k € Z¢. The
wavelet coefficient is given by

i i= (i) = [ F@y(a) do.
R
We define the center of the wavelet support as z; 5, := 277k and write a Taylor expansion of f at x; ;:
f(x) = sz,k:(m) + sz,k (x)’
where P, , is the Taylor polynomial of degree [s] and |R., , ()| < |f|sllz — 2,k |5 for z near

and where | f|s = supy,,, .= ) [D™ flls—jm)-
Using the vanishing moments of ¢, we have

Cik = /d szyk(m)wjyk(x) dzx.

R

Now perform the change of variables « = 27z — k, so x = 27 7u + ;1 and dz = 277%du:
Cik = 99d/2 /]Rd Rej o (w0 + 277 u)(u) du.
By the Holder remainder estimate, we have
[Ra; (ke + 277 0)| < [flsll277ull® = [£l277%Jull®.
Therefore,
S MO

and since v is compactly supported and smooth, the integral is finite. Hence, defining C'(¢, s) =
Jra [ (W] [|lul]®* du < co we get the result.

Remark. The smoothness s of f translates into faster decay of the coefficients given sufficiently
(S > s) regular wavelets.
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F Summary of the results and comparison to the literature

Table 2: Regret rates, parameter requirements and time complexity for online regression algorithm with (¢;)
square losses and s > /p.

Paper Setting Input Parameters Regret Rate Complexity
Vovk [39] f€Bpg, pg=1 3,0, B 2 || f]loe T exp(T) +Td
S > _p_ 1-1 )
Vovk [40] [ € By, p>2, g€ [FE,p] 50,8 > || flloo TFZ i Not feasible
fE?«f"’,p:oo,s}% Tiate
fewsp>2,5>4 7' = exp(dT)
Gaillard and Gerchinovitz [17] feEW;, p>2 s<4 5,0, B> ||flleo T' 4 exp(dT’)
fet, p=oo,d=1s>3 Tz poly(T)
Liautaud et al. [29] fet, p=o, se(Y2,1],d=1 B2 | flle VST poly(T)
. S p>9 s> d 1- 528 +e
Zadorozhnyi et al. [42] JeWy,p>2 524 s,p T 2:, 3 poly(T)d
feEWs, p>2 s<4 Tlmar
3 s d
Alg. 1 fégfq‘ PJI?Li??Or;ZéZ 525,5<sfg ﬁi poly(T)S*
This work feBp>24215<3
2s
Bl pg>1, s> %orp<2 a T .
Alg.2 € Bpa, 2 Sese<s—L4B>|flle 1y(T)5?
£ f€B, p>24q>1 s<§ sesep Bzl T poly(T)$
=
Minimax rates fe€By, pgz21, 52 % . T " =4a § .
. . N struct; N truct:
Rakhlin and Sridharan [34,35]  f€ B, p>2, g>1, s< & on constructive T on constructive

Comparison to Vovk [40]. Vovk [40] provide a general analysis for prediction in Banach spaces,
focusing on the regime s > 4/,. They achieve regret rates of O(7"~"/7) for certain Besov spaces By,
with p > 2 and ¢ € [p/(p-1), p]. These rates are independent of the smoothness parameter s, except in
the case p = oo, where they obtain O(T"~a). However, this remains suboptimal in their setting with

. . .. . __2s
square loss. In contrast, our analysis yields the minimax-optimal rate O(T"~ 2:+4) over a broader
class of Besov spaces B,, with arbitrary p, ¢ € [1,00] and s > 4/p.

Comparison to Vovk [39]. Vovk [39] investigates prediction under general metric entropy con-
ditions, proposing algorithms that compete with a reference class of functions in terms of covering
numbers. While their approach is highly general and applies to a broad range of normed spaces, the
regret bounds they derive, of order O(T"'~ 54 ), still do not match the minimax-optimal rates known
for functions in B,,,.

Comparison to Zadorozhnyi et al. [42]. Their approach focuses on Sobolev spaces W (X) with

. . . . _s.p=s
p>2and s > %, and they obtain suboptimal rates, in the regime s < %, of O(T1 2 +6), for

arbitrarily small . In comparison, our rates O(T"~ 2v—=2frd) are minimax-optimal over a broader class of
Besov spaces B, with arbitrary s, p, ¢ satisfying s > %, which include the Sobolev balls considered
in their work.

Computational complexity. Most existing work in online nonparametric regression over Besov
spaces (including Sobolev spaces), such as Rakhlin and Sridharan [34, 35], Vovk [39, 40], does not
provide efficient (i.e., polynomial-time) algorithms. The work by Rakhlin and Sridharan [34, 35]
offers a minimax-optimal analysis, but does not yield constructive procedures - computing the offset
Rademacher complexity, as required by their method, is numerically infeasible in practice. The
approach of using the Exponentiated Weighted Average (EWA) algorithm in nonparametric settings,
as proposed by Vovk [39], suffers from both suboptimal regret rates and prohibitive computational
complexity, since it requires updating the weights of each expert in a covering net, leading to a
total cost of O(exp(T")). Vovk [40] introduce the defensive forecasting approach, which also avoids
efficient implementation as it relies on the so-called Banach feature map - a representation that
is typically inaccessible or intractable in practice. The Chaining EWA forecaster of Gaillard and
Gerchinovitz [17] achieves optimal regret bounds in the online nonparametric setting. However, its
algorithm is provably polynomial-time only in the case p = oo and d = 1; in general dimensions
and p, its direct implementation requires O(exp(dT’)) operations. Zadorozhnyi et al. [42] propose an
efficient algorithm with total computational complexity of order O(T® + dT?). We note that their
algorithm has a linear cost in d, making it particularly suitable for high-dimensional settings with
smooth competitors in W (X) (with s > £).
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Finally, our algorithms are both optimal and efficient, with computational costs (after 7' rounds) of

2
O(Tx JxS% :O(Td—ilogQ(T)Sd) and  O(T x| A x Jox Jx S%) zo(TH%di2 1og2(T)2sd>

for Algorithm 1 and Algorithm 2 respectively (taking a partitioning tree of maximum depth J, =
’—(TSE log, T').

G Besov embeddings in usual functional spaces

We refer to [8, 13, 20] for precise statements of the classical embedding theorems. For convenience,
we recall some of the most useful embeddings in Table 3.

Table 3: Classical embeddings of Besov spaces B,

Condition on (s,p,q) Target Space Embedding Type

s> 4 L> Continuous embedding

s = %, g=1 L> Critical embedding

s>d (% - %), p<r L" Continuous embedding

51> 82 B;? Continuous embedding
s=5p1<p2q<q By Continuous embedding

By, Wy Equivalence (for s € N)

Bl ©¢° Norm equivalence with Holder

H Summary of optimal regret in Online Nonparametric Regression

This section summarizes the results in [34, 35] for mimimax-optimal rate of regret in the adversarial
online nonparametric regression setting.

Proposition 2 ([35]). Assume the sequential entropy at scale £ > 0 is O(e~%), a > 0 for the target
class function. Optimal regret is then summarized in the table:

Table 4: Optimal regret for different loss functions

Loss Function Range on « Optimal Regret
1
ac (0,2 T2
Absolute loss (0.2] 1
a>2 T o
2
a e (0,2 T' 2+a
Square loss 1
a>2 T'

In particular, for Holder functions €°(X),s > 0, and B,,(X), s > g one has oo = <.
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NeurlIPS Paper Checklist

1. Claims

Question: Do the main claims made in the abstract and introduction accurately reflect the
paper’s contributions and scope?

Answer: [Yes]
Justification: We give an overview of the related literature and of our main results.
Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that the abstract and introduction do not include the claims
made in the paper.

* The abstract and/or introduction should clearly state the claims made, including the
contributions made in the paper and important assumptions and limitations. A No or
NA answer to this question will not be perceived well by the reviewers.

* The claims made should match theoretical and experimental results, and reflect how
much the results can be expected to generalize to other settings.

* It is fine to include aspirational goals as motivation as long as it is clear that these goals
are not attained by the paper.

2. Limitations
Question: Does the paper discuss the limitations of the work performed by the authors?
Answer: [Yes]

Justification: After providing each result we discuss the limitations with respect to the
literature. We discuss the computational efficiency of our algorithm.

Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that the paper has no limitation while the answer No means that
the paper has limitations, but those are not discussed in the paper.

 The authors are encouraged to create a separate "Limitations" section in their paper.

* The paper should point out any strong assumptions and how robust the results are to
violations of these assumptions (e.g., independence assumptions, noiseless settings,
model well-specification, asymptotic approximations only holding locally). The authors
should reflect on how these assumptions might be violated in practice and what the
implications would be.

* The authors should reflect on the scope of the claims made, e.g., if the approach was
only tested on a few datasets or with a few runs. In general, empirical results often
depend on implicit assumptions, which should be articulated.

* The authors should reflect on the factors that influence the performance of the approach.
For example, a facial recognition algorithm may perform poorly when image resolution
is low or images are taken in low lighting. Or a speech-to-text system might not be
used reliably to provide closed captions for online lectures because it fails to handle
technical jargon.

* The authors should discuss the computational efficiency of the proposed algorithms
and how they scale with dataset size.

* If applicable, the authors should discuss possible limitations of their approach to
address problems of privacy and fairness.

* While the authors might fear that complete honesty about limitations might be used by
reviewers as grounds for rejection, a worse outcome might be that reviewers discover
limitations that aren’t acknowledged in the paper. The authors should use their best
judgment and recognize that individual actions in favor of transparency play an impor-
tant role in developing norms that preserve the integrity of the community. Reviewers
will be specifically instructed to not penalize honesty concerning limitations.

3. Theory assumptions and proofs

Question: For each theoretical result, does the paper provide the full set of assumptions and
a complete (and correct) proof?

Answer: [Yes]
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Justification: All the theorems, formulas, and proofs in the paper are numbered, cross-
referenced and well detailed.

Guidelines:

The answer NA means that the paper does not include theoretical results.

All the theorems, formulas, and proofs in the paper should be numbered and cross-
referenced.

All assumptions should be clearly stated or referenced in the statement of any theorems.
The proofs can either appear in the main paper or the supplemental material, but if
they appear in the supplemental material, the authors are encouraged to provide a short
proof sketch to provide intuition.

Inversely, any informal proof provided in the core of the paper should be complemented
by formal proofs provided in appendix or supplemental material.

Theorems and Lemmas that the proof relies upon should be properly referenced.

4. Experimental result reproducibility

Question: Does the paper fully disclose all the information needed to reproduce the main ex-
perimental results of the paper to the extent that it affects the main claims and/or conclusions
of the paper (regardless of whether the code and data are provided or not)?

Answer: [NA]
Justification: We only provide graph to illustrate and explain our theoretical results.

Guidelines:

The answer NA means that the paper does not include experiments.
If the paper includes experiments, a No answer to this question will not be perceived
well by the reviewers: Making the paper reproducible is important, regardless of
whether the code and data are provided or not.
If the contribution is a dataset and/or model, the authors should describe the steps taken
to make their results reproducible or verifiable.
Depending on the contribution, reproducibility can be accomplished in various ways.
For example, if the contribution is a novel architecture, describing the architecture fully
might suffice, or if the contribution is a specific model and empirical evaluation, it may
be necessary to either make it possible for others to replicate the model with the same
dataset, or provide access to the model. In general. releasing code and data is often
one good way to accomplish this, but reproducibility can also be provided via detailed
instructions for how to replicate the results, access to a hosted model (e.g., in the case
of a large language model), releasing of a model checkpoint, or other means that are
appropriate to the research performed.

While NeurIPS does not require releasing code, the conference does require all submis-

sions to provide some reasonable avenue for reproducibility, which may depend on the

nature of the contribution. For example

(a) If the contribution is primarily a new algorithm, the paper should make it clear how
to reproduce that algorithm.

(b) If the contribution is primarily a new model architecture, the paper should describe
the architecture clearly and fully.

(c) If the contribution is a new model (e.g., a large language model), then there should
either be a way to access this model for reproducing the results or a way to reproduce
the model (e.g., with an open-source dataset or instructions for how to construct
the dataset).

(d) We recognize that reproducibility may be tricky in some cases, in which case
authors are welcome to describe the particular way they provide for reproducibility.
In the case of closed-source models, it may be that access to the model is limited in
some way (e.g., to registered users), but it should be possible for other researchers
to have some path to reproducing or verifying the results.

5. Open access to data and code

Question: Does the paper provide open access to the data and code, with sufficient instruc-
tions to faithfully reproduce the main experimental results, as described in supplemental
material?
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Answer: [NA]
Justification: We do not have experimental results on data.
Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that paper does not include experiments requiring code.

* Please see the NeurIPS code and data submission guidelines (https://nips.cc/
public/guides/CodeSubmissionPolicy) for more details.

* While we encourage the release of code and data, we understand that this might not be
possible, so “No” is an acceptable answer. Papers cannot be rejected simply for not
including code, unless this is central to the contribution (e.g., for a new open-source
benchmark).

¢ The instructions should contain the exact command and environment needed to run to
reproduce the results. See the NeurIPS code and data submission guidelines (https:
//nips.cc/public/guides/CodeSubmissionPolicy) for more details.

* The authors should provide instructions on data access and preparation, including how
to access the raw data, preprocessed data, intermediate data, and generated data, etc.

* The authors should provide scripts to reproduce all experimental results for the new
proposed method and baselines. If only a subset of experiments are reproducible, they
should state which ones are omitted from the script and why.

* At submission time, to preserve anonymity, the authors should release anonymized
versions (if applicable).

* Providing as much information as possible in supplemental material (appended to the
paper) is recommended, but including URLSs to data and code is permitted.
6. Experimental setting/details

Question: Does the paper specify all the training and test details (e.g., data splits, hyper-
parameters, how they were chosen, type of optimizer, etc.) necessary to understand the
results?

Answer: [NA]
Justification: No experiment.
Guidelines:

» The answer NA means that the paper does not include experiments.

* The experimental setting should be presented in the core of the paper to a level of detail
that is necessary to appreciate the results and make sense of them.

* The full details can be provided either with the code, in appendix, or as supplemental
material.
7. Experiment statistical significance

Question: Does the paper report error bars suitably and correctly defined or other appropriate
information about the statistical significance of the experiments?

Answer: [NA]
Justification: No experiment.
Guidelines:

» The answer NA means that the paper does not include experiments.

* The authors should answer "Yes" if the results are accompanied by error bars, confi-
dence intervals, or statistical significance tests, at least for the experiments that support
the main claims of the paper.

* The factors of variability that the error bars are capturing should be clearly stated (for
example, train/test split, initialization, random drawing of some parameter, or overall
run with given experimental conditions).

* The method for calculating the error bars should be explained (closed form formula,
call to a library function, bootstrap, etc.)

* The assumptions made should be given (e.g., Normally distributed errors).

* It should be clear whether the error bar is the standard deviation or the standard error
of the mean.
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10.

It is OK to report 1-sigma error bars, but one should state it. The authors should
preferably report a 2-sigma error bar than state that they have a 96% CI, if the hypothesis
of Normality of errors is not verified.

* For asymmetric distributions, the authors should be careful not to show in tables or
figures symmetric error bars that would yield results that are out of range (e.g. negative
error rates).

* If error bars are reported in tables or plots, The authors should explain in the text how
they were calculated and reference the corresponding figures or tables in the text.
Experiments compute resources

Question: For each experiment, does the paper provide sufficient information on the com-
puter resources (type of compute workers, memory, time of execution) needed to reproduce
the experiments?

Answer: [NA]
Justification: No experiment.
Guidelines:

» The answer NA means that the paper does not include experiments.

 The paper should indicate the type of compute workers CPU or GPU, internal cluster,
or cloud provider, including relevant memory and storage.

* The paper should provide the amount of compute required for each of the individual
experimental runs as well as estimate the total compute.

* The paper should disclose whether the full research project required more compute
than the experiments reported in the paper (e.g., preliminary or failed experiments that
didn’t make it into the paper).

. Code of ethics

Question: Does the research conducted in the paper conform, in every respect, with the
NeurIPS Code of Ethics https://neurips.cc/public/EthicsGuidelines?

Answer: [NA]
Justification: Yes and we have reviewed the NeurIPS Code of Ethics.
Guidelines:

¢ The answer NA means that the authors have not reviewed the NeurIPS Code of Ethics.

* If the authors answer No, they should explain the special circumstances that require a
deviation from the Code of Ethics.

* The authors should make sure to preserve anonymity (e.g., if there is a special consid-
eration due to laws or regulations in their jurisdiction).
Broader impacts

Question: Does the paper discuss both potential positive societal impacts and negative
societal impacts of the work performed?

Answer: [NA]
Justification: There is no societal impact in the work performed.
Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that there is no societal impact of the work performed.

* If the authors answer NA or No, they should explain why their work has no societal
impact or why the paper does not address societal impact.

» Examples of negative societal impacts include potential malicious or unintended uses
(e.g., disinformation, generating fake profiles, surveillance), fairness considerations
(e.g., deployment of technologies that could make decisions that unfairly impact specific
groups), privacy considerations, and security considerations.

» The conference expects that many papers will be foundational research and not tied
to particular applications, let alone deployments. However, if there is a direct path to
any negative applications, the authors should point it out. For example, it is legitimate
to point out that an improvement in the quality of generative models could be used to
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generate deepfakes for disinformation. On the other hand, it is not needed to point out
that a generic algorithm for optimizing neural networks could enable people to train
models that generate Deepfakes faster.

* The authors should consider possible harms that could arise when the technology is
being used as intended and functioning correctly, harms that could arise when the
technology is being used as intended but gives incorrect results, and harms following
from (intentional or unintentional) misuse of the technology.

* If there are negative societal impacts, the authors could also discuss possible mitigation
strategies (e.g., gated release of models, providing defenses in addition to attacks,
mechanisms for monitoring misuse, mechanisms to monitor how a system learns from
feedback over time, improving the efficiency and accessibility of ML).

Safeguards

Question: Does the paper describe safeguards that have been put in place for responsible
release of data or models that have a high risk for misuse (e.g., pretrained language models,
image generators, or scraped datasets)?

Answer: [NA]
Justification: The paper poses no such risks as it is a general theoretical work.
Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that the paper poses no such risks.

* Released models that have a high risk for misuse or dual-use should be released with
necessary safeguards to allow for controlled use of the model, for example by requiring
that users adhere to usage guidelines or restrictions to access the model or implementing
safety filters.

 Datasets that have been scraped from the Internet could pose safety risks. The authors
should describe how they avoided releasing unsafe images.

* We recognize that providing effective safeguards is challenging, and many papers do
not require this, but we encourage authors to take this into account and make a best
faith effort.

Licenses for existing assets

Question: Are the creators or original owners of assets (e.g., code, data, models), used in
the paper, properly credited and are the license and terms of use explicitly mentioned and
properly respected?

Answer: [NA]
Justification: The paper does not use existing assets.
Guidelines:
» The answer NA means that the paper does not use existing assets.

* The authors should cite the original paper that produced the code package or dataset.

 The authors should state which version of the asset is used and, if possible, include a
URL.

* The name of the license (e.g., CC-BY 4.0) should be included for each asset.

* For scraped data from a particular source (e.g., website), the copyright and terms of
service of that source should be provided.

 If assets are released, the license, copyright information, and terms of use in the
package should be provided. For popular datasets, paperswithcode.com/datasets
has curated licenses for some datasets. Their licensing guide can help determine the
license of a dataset.

* For existing datasets that are re-packaged, both the original license and the license of
the derived asset (if it has changed) should be provided.

* If this information is not available online, the authors are encouraged to reach out to
the asset’s creators.

New assets

Question: Are new assets introduced in the paper well documented and is the documentation
provided alongside the assets?
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Answer: [NA]
Justification: The paper does not release new assets.
Guidelines:

» The answer NA means that the paper does not release new assets.

» Researchers should communicate the details of the dataset/code/model as part of their
submissions via structured templates. This includes details about training, license,
limitations, etc.

* The paper should discuss whether and how consent was obtained from people whose
asset is used.

* At submission time, remember to anonymize your assets (if applicable). You can either
create an anonymized URL or include an anonymized zip file.

Crowdsourcing and research with human subjects

Question: For crowdsourcing experiments and research with human subjects, does the paper
include the full text of instructions given to participants and screenshots, if applicable, as
well as details about compensation (if any)?

Answer: [NA]
Justification: The paper does not involve crowd-sourcing nor research with human subjects.
Guidelines:
* The answer NA means that the paper does not involve crowdsourcing nor research with
human subjects.

* Including this information in the supplemental material is fine, but if the main contribu-
tion of the paper involves human subjects, then as much detail as possible should be
included in the main paper.

* According to the NeurIPS Code of Ethics, workers involved in data collection, curation,
or other labor should be paid at least the minimum wage in the country of the data
collector.

Institutional review board (IRB) approvals or equivalent for research with human
subjects

Question: Does the paper describe potential risks incurred by study participants, whether
such risks were disclosed to the subjects, and whether Institutional Review Board (IRB)
approvals (or an equivalent approval/review based on the requirements of your country or
institution) were obtained?

Answer: [NA]
Justification: The paper does not involve crowdsourcing nor research with human subjects.
Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that the paper does not involve crowdsourcing nor research with

human subjects.

* Depending on the country in which research is conducted, IRB approval (or equivalent)
may be required for any human subjects research. If you obtained IRB approval, you
should clearly state this in the paper.

* We recognize that the procedures for this may vary significantly between institutions
and locations, and we expect authors to adhere to the NeurIPS Code of Ethics and the
guidelines for their institution.

* For initial submissions, do not include any information that would break anonymity (if
applicable), such as the institution conducting the review.

Declaration of LLM usage

Question: Does the paper describe the usage of LLMs if it is an important, original, or
non-standard component of the core methods in this research? Note that if the LLM is used
only for writing, editing, or formatting purposes and does not impact the core methodology,
scientific rigorousness, or originality of the research, declaration is not required.

Answer: [NA]
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Justification: The core methods development in this research involves pencil and paper. No
LLM was used to this end.

Guidelines:

* The answer NA means that the core method development in this research does not
involve LLMs as any important, original, or non-standard components.

¢ Please refer to our LLM policy (https://neurips.cc/Conferences/2025/LLM)
for what should or should not be described.
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