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ABSTRACT

This paper is devoted to the study (common in many applications) of the black-
box optimization problem, where the black-box represents a gradient-free oracle

fp = f(z)+&, providing the objective function value with some stochastic noise.
Assuming that the objective function is p-strongly convex, and also not just L-
smooth, but has a higher order of smoothness (3 > 2) we provide a novel opti-
mization method: Zero-Order Accelerated Batched Stochastic Gradient Descent,
whose theoretical analysis closes the question regarding the iteration complexity,
achieving optimal estimates. Moreover, we provide a thorough analysis of the
maximum noise level, and show under which condition the maximum noise level
will take into account information about batch size B as well as information about
the smoothness order of the function (. Finally, we show the importance of con-
sidering the maximum noise level A as a third optimality criterion along with the
standard two on the example of a numerical experiment of interest to the machine
learning community, where we compare with SOTA gradient-free algorithms.

1 INTRODUCTION

This paper focuses on solving a standard optimization problem:

U +€QCR (@), M
where f : Q — R is function that we want to minimize, f* is the solution, which we want to find. It
is known that if there are no obstacles to compute the gradient of the objective function f or to com-
pute a higher order of the derivative of the function, then optimal first- or higher-order optimizations
algorithms Nesterov (2003) should be used to solve the original optimization problem equation 1.
However, if computing the function gradient V f(x) is impossible for any reason, then perhaps the
only way to solve the original problem is to use gradient-free (zero-order) optimization algorithms
Conn et al. (2009); Rios & Sahinidis (2013). Among the situations in which information about the
derivatives of the objective function is unavailable are the following:

a) non-smoothness of the objective function. This situation is probably the most widespread
among theoretical works Gasnikov et al. (2022); Alashqar et al. (2023); Kornilov et al.
(2024);

b) the desire to save computational resources, i.e., computing the gradient V f(x) can some-
times be much “more expensive” than computing the objective function value f(z). This
situation is quite popular and extremely understandable in the real world Bogolubsky et al.
(2016);

¢) inaccessibility of the function gradient. A vivid example of this situation is the problem of
creating an ideal product for a particular person Lobanov et al. (2024).

Like first-order optimization algorithms, gradient-free algorithms have the following optimality cri-
teria: # N — the number of consecutive iterations required to achieve the desired accuracy of the
solution € and #7" — the total number of calls (in this case) to the gradient-free oracle, where by
gradient-free/derivative-free oracle we mean that we have access only to the objective function f(x)
with some bounded stochastic noise &, (E [512,] < A?). Tt should be noted that because the objective
function is subject to noise, the gradient-free oracle plays the role of a black box. That is why there
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Figure 1: Motivation to find the maximum noise level A

is a tendency in the literature when the initial problem formulation equation 1 with a gradient-free
oracle is called a black-box optimization problem Kimiaei & Neumaier (2022). However, unlike
higher-order algorithms, gradient-free algorithms have a third optimality criterion: the maximum
noise level A at which the algorithm will still converge ” good”, where by ”good convergence” we
mean convergence as in the case when A = 0. The existence of such a seemingly unusual criterion
can be explained by the following motivational examples (see Figure 1*). Among the motivations
we can highlight the most demanded especially by companies (and not only). Resource saving (Fig-
ure la): The more accurately the objective function value is calculated, the more expensive this
process to be performed. Robustness to Attacks (Figure 1b): Improving the maximum noise level
makes the algorithm more robust to adversarial attacks. Confidentiality (Figire 1c): Some compa-
nies, due to secrecy, can’t hand over all the information. Therefore, it is important to be able to

answer the following question: | How much can the objective function be noisy?

The basic idea to create algorithms with a gradient-free oracle that will be efficient according to the
above three criteria is to take advantage of first-order algorithms by substituting a gradient approxi-
mation instead of the true gradient Gasnikov et al. (2023). The choice of the first-order optimization
algorithm depends on the formulation of the original problem (on the Assumptions on the function
and the gradient oracle). But the choice of gradient approximation depends on the smoothness of the
function. For example, if the function is non-smooth, a smoothing scheme with /; randomization
Alashgqar et al. (2023); Lobanov (2023) or with /5 randomization Dvinskikh et al. (2022); Lobanov
et al. (2023a;b) should be used to solve the original problem. If the function is smooth, it is enough
to use choose /1 randomization Akhavan et al. (2022) or [, randomization Gorbunov et al. (2018);
Lobanov & Gasnikov (2023). But if the objective function is not just smooth but also has a higher
order of smoothness (5 > 2), then the so-called Kernel approximation Akhavan et al. (2023); Gas-
nikov et al. (2024b;a), which takes into account the information about the increased smoothness of
the function using two-point feedback, should be used as the gradient approximation.

In this paper, we consider the black-box optimization problem equation 1, assuming strong con-
vexity as well as increased smoothness of the objective function. We choose accelerated stochastic
gradient descent Vaswani et al. (2019) as the basis for a gradient-free algorithm. Since the Kernel
approximation (which accounts for the advantages of increased smoothness) is biased, we general-
ize the result of Vaswani et al. (2019) to the biased gradient oracle. We use the resulting accelerated
stochastic gradient descent with a biased gradient oracle to create a gradient-free algorithm. Finally,
we explicitly derive estimates on the three optimality criteria of the gradient-free algorithm.

1.1 MAIN ASSUMPTIONS AND NOTATIONS

Since the original problem equation 1 is general, in this subsection we further define the problem
by imposing constraints on the objective function as well as the zero-order oracle. In particular, we
assume that the function f is not just L-smooth, but has increased smoothness, and is also p-strongly
convex.

Assumption 1.1 (Higher order smoothness). Let [ denote maximal integer number strictly less
than 3. Let F3(L) denote the set of all functions f : R? — R which are differentiable ! times
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and Vz, z € () the Holder-type condition:

@)= Y DM@ e a)"| < Lylle - a),

0<|n|<1
where [ < /3 (/3 is smoothness order), Lg > 0, the sum is over multi-index n = (nq,...,nq) € N9,
we used the notation n! = ny!---ngl, |n| =ny+- - +ng, Yo = (v1, ...,v4) € R, and we defined
o™l f(x) n
D f(z)v" = grgoram; V1 v

Assumption 1.2 (Strongly convex). Function f : R¢ — R is p-strongly convex with some constant
p > 0if for any z, y € R? it holds that

F@) = f@) + (V@) —a) + S lly - 2l

Assumption 1.1 is commonly appeared in papers Bach & Perchet (2016); Akhavan et al. (2023),
which consider the case when the objective function has smoothness order 5 > 2. It is worth noting
that the smoothness constant Lg in the case when 3 = 2 has the following relation with the standard
Lipschitz gradient constant . = 2 - L. In addition, Assumption 1.2 is standard among optimization
works Nesterov (2003); Stich (2019).

In this paper, we assume that Algorithm 1 (which will be introduced later) only has access to the
zero-order oracle, which has the following definition.

Definition 1.3 (Zero-order oracle). The zero-order oracle fp returns only the objective function
value f(xy) at the requested point x;, with stochastic noise ,:

JFp = f(zx) + &

where p € {1,2} and we suppose that the following assumptions on stochastic noise hold
o & # & suchthat E[¢7] < A% and E [{%] < A2 where A > 0 is level noise;

e the random variables &; and &, are independent from e € S%(1) is a random vector uni-
formly distributed on the Euclidean unit sphere, and r is a random value uniformly dis-
tributed on the interval.

We impose constraints on the Kernel function which is used in Algorithm 1.
Assumption 1.4 (Kernel function). Let function K : [—1,1] — R satisfying:

E[K(u)] =0, E[uK (u)] =1,
E[w/ K (u)] =0, j =2,...,1, E[|lul’| K (u)]] < co.

Definition 1.3 is common among gradient-free works Lobanov (2023). In particular, a zero-order
oracle will produce the exact function value when the noise level is 0. We would also like to point
out that we relaxed the restriction on stochastic noise by not assuming a zero mean. We only need
the assumption that the random variables &; and &, are independent from e and . Assumption 1.4
is often found in papers using the gradient approximation — the Kernel approximation. An example
of such a function is the weighted sums of Lejandre polynomial Bach & Perchet (2016).

Notation. We use (z,y) := Z?:l x;y; to denote standard inner product of z,y € R?, where
x; and y; are the i-th component of x and y respectively. We denote Euclidean norm in R? as
[z| := /(z,x). We use the notation B4(r) := {z € R?: [|z]| < r} to denote Euclidean ball,
S4(r) := {z € R?: ||z|| = r} to denote Euclidean sphere. Operator E[-] denotes full expectation.

1.2 RELATED WORKS AND OUR CONTRIBUTIONS

In Table 1, we provide an overview of the convergence results of the most related works, in particular
we provide estimates on the iteration complexity. Research studying the problem equation 1 with
a zero-order oracle (see Definition 1.3), assuming that the function f has increased smoothness
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Table 1: Overview of convergence results of previous works. Notations: d = dimensionality of the problem
equation 1; 8 = smoothness order of the objective function f; 1 = strong convexity constant; ¢ = desired
accuracy of the problem solution by function.

I References Tteration Complexity Maximum Noise Level ||
£ A
Bach, Perchet (2016) Bach & Perchet (2016) O —F~ X
peP-1
~ ot 2
Akhavan, Pontil, Tsybakov (2020) Akhavan et al. (2020) 9] (L’;Aﬁ X
(pe) =T
. .. . . .. . ~ f*ﬁ A2
Novitskii, Gasnikov (2021) Novitskii & Gasnikov (2021) O +—F*> X
(ne) BT
Akhavan, Chzhen, Pontil, Tsybakov (2023) Akhavan et al. (2023) O -£a
(ne) =T
Theorem 3.1 (Our work) (@) (, / ﬁ log %) 4

(B > 2, see Assumption 1.1) comes from Polyak & Tsybakov (1990). After 20-30 years, this
problem has received widespread attention. However, as we can see, all previous works “fought”
(improved/considered) exclusively for oracle complexity (which matches the iteration complexity),
without paying attention to other optimality criteria of the gradient-free algorithm. In this paper, we
ask another question: Is estimation on iteration complexity unimprovable? And as we can see from
Table 1 or Theorem 3.1, we significantly improve the iteration complexity without worsening the
oracle complexity, and also provide the best estimates among those we have seen on A.

More specifically, our contributions are the following:

e We provide a detailed explanation of the technique for creating a gradient-free algorithm
that takes advantage of the increased smoothness of the function via Kernel approximation.

e We generalize existing convergence results for accelerated stochastic gradient descent to
the case where the gradient oracle is biased, thereby demonstrating how bias accumulates
in the convergence of the algorithm. This result may be of independent interest.

e We close the question regarding the iteration complexity search by providing an improved
estimate (see Table 1) that is, we provide an optimal estimate.

e We find the maximum noise level A at which the algorithm will still achieve the desired
accuracy ¢ (see Table 1 and Theorem 3.1). Moreover, we show that if overbatching is done,
the positive effect on the error floor is preserved in a strongly convex problem formulation.

e We show the importance of considering the maximum noise level A as a third optimal-
ity criterion along with the standard two using an example of a numerical experiment of
interest for ML (a logistic regression problem).

Paper Organization This paper has the following structure. In Section 2, we present a first-order
algorithm on the basis of which a novel gradient-free algorithm will be created. And in Section 3
we provide the main result of this paper, namely the convergence results of the novel accelerated
gradient-free optimization algorithm. In Section 4, we provide experiments. While Section 5 con-
cludes this paper. The missing proofs of the paper are presented in Appendix.

2 SEARCH FOR FIRST-ORDER ALGORITHM AS A BASE

As mentioned earlier, the basic idea of creating a gradient-free algorithm is to take advantage of
first-order algorithms. That is, in this subsection, we find the first-order algorithm on which we
will base to create a novel gradient-free algorithm by replacing the true gradient with a gradient
approximation. Since gradient approximations use randomization on the sphere e (e.g., {1, ls ran-
domization, or Kernel approximation), it is important to look for a first-order algorithm that solves
a stochastic optimization problem (due to the artificial stochasticity of e). Furthermore, since the
gradient approximation from a zero-order oracle concept has a bias, it is also important to find a
first-order algorithm that will use a biased gradient oracle. Using these criteria, we formulate an
optimization problem to find the most appropriate first-order algorithm.

4



Under review as a conference paper at ICLR 2025

2.1 STATEMENT PROBLEM

Due to the presence of artificial stochasticity in the gradient approximation, we reformulate the
original optimization problem as follows:

fr= min {f(z):=E[f(z,]}. 2)

z€QCR?
We assume that the function satisfies the L-smoothness assumption, since it is a basic assumption in
papers on first-order optimization algorithms.
Assumption 2.1 (L-smooth). Function f is L-smooth if it holds Vz,y € R¢

F() < F@) + (T @)y— ) + %y — 2.

Next, we define a biased gradient oracle that uses a first-order algorithm.
Definition 2.2 (Biased Gradient Oracle). Amapg : RY x D — R?s.t.

g(z,&) =V f(z,§) +b(z)
for a bias b : R? — R? and unbiased stochastic gradient E [V f(z, £)] = V f(x).

We assume that the bias and gradient noise are bounded.
Assumption 2.3 (Bounded bias). There exists constant § > 0 such that Yz € R? the following

inequality holds
Ib(z)|| = |E [g(z,&)] — Vf(z)] < 4. 3)

Assumption 2.4 (Bounded noise). There exists constants p, 02 > 0 such that the more general
condition of strong growth is satisfied Vo € R?

E[llg( )] < pIVS @) +02 )

Assumption 2.3 is standard for analysis, bounding bias. Assumption 2.4 is a more general condition
for strong growth due to the presence of 2.

2.2  FIRST-ORDER ALGORITHM AS A BASE

Now that the problem is formally defined (see Subsection 2.1), we can find an appropriate first-order
algorithm. Since one of the main goals of this research is to improve the iteration complexity, we
have to look for a accelerated batched first-order optimization algorithm. And the most appropriate
optimization algorithm which has the following update rule:

Tht1 = Yk — N8 Yk, Ek)
Yk = a2k + (1 — ag)zg
i1 = Gz + (1= Co)yk — Yeng (Y, €k)-
has the following convergence rate presented in Lemma 2.5.

Lemma 2.5 (Vaswani et al. (2019), Theorem 1). Let the function f satisfy Assumption 1.2 and 2.1,
and the gradient oracle (see Definition 2.2 with § = 0) satisfy Assumptions 2.3 and 2.4, then with
p = max{1, p} and with the chosen parameters i, axy1, Q, 1 the Accelerated Stochastic Gradient
Descent has the following convergence rate:

0.2

ViRl

As can be seen from Lemma 2.5, that the presented First Order Accelerated Algorithm is not appro-
priate for creating a gradient-free algorithm, since this algorithm uses an unbiased gradient oracle,
and also does not use the batching technique. Therefore, we are ready to present one of the signif-
icant results of this work, namely generalizing the results of Lemma 2.5 to the case with an biased
gradient oracle and also adding batching (where B is a batch size).

N
B - 1< (1= \[52) [0 = 1+ § oo = a7 +
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Figure 2: Bias influence on the algorithm convergence

Theorem 2.6. Let the function f satisfy Assumption 1.2 and 2.1, and the gradient oracle (see
Definition 2.2) satisfy Assumptions 2.3 and 2.4, then with pp = max{l, %} and with the

chosen parameters vy, = ﬁ, Br=1-— g—z, bry1 = ( V2p

1
. » Ak4+1 = )
7\ (k+1)/2 + (k+1)/2
2 —VE) (V%)
b . . . .
%, n < 51— the Accelerated Stochastic Gradient Descent with batching has the
Vi Brbi L n+2ai 2pL

following convergence rate:

Qp =

N 2
* /j/ * M |12 g
E[f(zn)] - f <(1— ﬁQBL) [f@o)—f*a“xo—x”FW
N
) ps, O
+<1 ﬁzBL) ro+ T

where R = maxy{||z, — z*||, |lyx — =*|}.

As can be seen from Theorem 2.6, this result is very similar to the result of Lemma 2.5, moreover,
they will be the same if we take = 0 and B = 1. Itis also worth noting that the third summand does
not affect convergence much (the noise does not accumulate due to the decreasing sequence), so we
will not consider it in the future for simplicity. Finally, it is worth noting that the Algorithm presented
in Vaswani et al. (2019) can converge as closely as possible to the problem solution (see the red line
in Figure 2), while the Algorithm using the biased gradient oracle can only converge to the error floor
(see the blue line in Figure 2). This is explained by the last summand from Theorem 2.6. However,
convergence to the error floor opens questions about how this asymptote can be controlled. And
as shown in Gasnikov et al. (2024a), the convergence of gradient-free algorithms to the asymptote
depends directly on the noise level: the more noise, the better the algorithm can achieve the error
floor. This fact is another clear motivation for finding the maximum noise level. For a detailed proof
of Theorem 2.6, see the supplementary materials (Appendix B).

3 ZERO-ORDER ACCELERATED BATCHED SGD

Now that we have a proper first-order algorithm, we can move on to creating a novel gradient-free
algorithm. To do this, we need to use the gradient approximation instead of the gradient oracle. In
this work, we are going to use exactly the Kernel approximation because it takes into account the
advantages of increased smoothness of the function, and which has the following

flx+ hre)+& — f(x — hre)
2h

g(x,e) =d S K (r)e, 5)
where i > 0 is a smoothing parameter, e € S¢(1) is a random vector uniformly distributed on
the Euclidean unit sphere, r is a random value uniformly distributed on the interval r € [0,1],
K : [-1,1] — R is aKernel function. Then a novel gradient-free method aimed at solving the

original problem equation 1 is presented in Algorithm 1. The missing hyperparameters are given in
the Theorem 2.6.
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Algorithm 1 Zero-Order Accelerated Batched Stochastic Gradient Descent (ZO-ABSGD)

Input: iteration number N, batch size B, Kernel K : [—1,1] — R, step size 1, smoothing pa-
rameter h, o = Yo = 20 € R% a9 =1, p = 4dk.
fork=0to N —1do

1. Sample vectors e, es...,ep € S%(1) and scalars r1, 73, ...,r5 € [~1,1]
independently

Calculate gj, = & 223:1 g(xy, e;) via equation 5

Yk — oz + (1 — o)y,

Tr+1 < Yk — N8k

Zet1 < Brzr + (1= Br)yk — 7ngk
end
Return: x

Nk w

Now, in order to obtain an estimate of the convergence rate of Algorithm 1, we need to evaluate the
bias as well as the second moment of the gradient approximation equation 5. Let’s start with the
bias of the gradient approximation:

Bias of gradient approximation Using the variational representation of the Euclidean norm, and
definition of gradient approximation equation 5 we can write:

IE [g(zk,e)] = Vf( xk)”
" Flax + hre) — f@k—hWUZQﬂér—Vf@w

)

g ek + hre)K (r)e] - V /(i)

2 B[V f(wk + hra)rK ()] = V£ ()|
= sup E[(V.f(zx+ hru) =V, f(z)) rK(r)]
z€54(1)

3,0
< ’iﬁhﬁ_l (1 fl)!E [”“HB_I}

L d
(-Dld+B—1
< wpLhPL, (6)

< Iﬁ:ghﬂil

where u € BY(1); ® = the equality is obtained from the fact, namely, distribution of e is symmetric’
@ = the equality is obtained from a version of Stokes’ theorem Zorich & Paniagua (2016); ® = Tay-

lor expansion (see Appendix for more detail); @ = assumption that |R(hru)| < ﬁ ||hru||5 =

_ _ —1
P R

Now we find an estimate of the second moment of the gradient approximation equation 5.

Bounding second moment of gradient approximation By definition gradient approximation
equation 5 and Wirtinger—Poincare inequality we have

E [Hg(mk, e } 4h2 {H( (zg + hre) — f(;vk—hre)> K(r)e‘ﬂ

- O;L E [(f(xk + hre) — f(zp — hre) + (& — &)))? KQ(T)]
< ;}Cz (IE [ (zg + hre) — f(zg — hre))ﬂ + 2A2)
ngz( ||Vf x + hre) + V f(x — hre)|| }+2A2>
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kd? h2 9
= E[IVf(wx + hre) + Vf (w — hre) + 29 f () |*] +24
P22
< 4dr ||Vf(xk)||2 +4dkL2h? + & ey )

p
o2
Now substituting into Theorem 2.6 instead of § — lithﬁ71 from equation 6, p — 4dk from

equation 7 and 02 — 4dxL?h? + % from equation 7, we obtain convergence for the novel
gradient-free method (see Algorithm 1) with pp = max{1, 24~}

N
* - o], AdsLR?
e O A LA, -
] @

Kd2 A2 m%L2h2(5‘1)

+ +
h2\/p%uLB? VAauL
. ) N ———
® @

We are now ready to present the main result of this paper.

Theorem 3.1. Let the function f satisfy Assumptions 1.1 and 1.2, and let the Kernel approximation
with zero-order oracle (see Definitionl.3) satisfy Assumptions 1.4 and 2.3-2.4, then the novel Zero-
Order Accelerated Batched Stochastic Gradient Descent (see Algorithm 1) converges to the desired
accuracy € at the following parameters

1 wi ; 1/2,,1/4 _ [d2L 1 .
Case B = 1: with smoothing parameter h < £'/?1'*, after N = O ( e log g) successive

. . 1/2 . .
iterations, T = N -B =0 ( @£L log = ) oracle calls and at A < 5’\‘/3 maximum noise
level.

Case 1 < B < 4dk: with parameter h < e'/?p'/*, after N = (9( 4L log ) successive

. . / . .
iterations, T = N - B = QO ( CL Jog L ) oracle calls and at A < E‘\‘/E maximum noise

level.

Case B = 4dk: with smoothing parameter h < /24, after N = O (\ﬁbg l) successive
m €

. . 1/2 . .
iterations, T = N -B =0 ( dzL log = ) oracle calls and at A < El:/E maximum noise
level.

Case B > 4dk: with parameter h < (5f) - U after N =

sive iterations, T = N - B = max{O (\/dz»L A <

( Log l) succes-
m 5

o
)} oracle calls and at

L
(ep) P—
A< WBUQ maximum noise level.

As can be seen from Theorem 3.1, Algorithm 1 indeed improves the iteration complexity compared
to previous works (see Table 1), reaching the optimal estimate in a class of algorithms based on first-
order algorithms at batch size B = 4dk. However, if we consider the case B € [1,4dk], then when
the batch size increases from 1, the algorithm improves the convergence rate (without changing the
oracle complexity), but achieves the same error floor. This is not very good, because the asymptote
does not depend on either the batch size or the smoothness order of the function. However, if we
take the batch size larger than B > 4dk, we will significantly improve the maximal noise level by
worsening the oracle complexity. That is, in the overbatching condition, the error floor depends on
both the batch size and the smoothness order, which can play a critical role in real life. For a detailed
proof, see Appendix D.
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Remark 3.2 (Convex case.). It is not difficult to show that the results of Theorem 3.1 general-
ize to the convex case (see Assumption 1.2 with p = 0), preserving the same dependence on
B, namely in the case B € [1;4dk] and h < e3/% we have the following convergence esti-

mates for Algorithm 1: N = O( dZLR2> T =0 (\/ dzi_Rz) and A < £2  We can also

B2¢e Vd
observe that the optimal estimate of iteration complexity in the convex setup is achieved when
B = 4dk. Moreover, the maximum noise level behaves in a similar way:N = O (q / LERZ) T =
38+1

p 2 A2 —
max {O <,/d2L€RZ> ,O ( ii )] and A < WBUQ. It can be seen that if we take i ~ ¢,
e” " B-1 )

the oracle complexity is the same in the worst case, and the maximum noise level is inferior depend-
ing on the order of smoothness compared to the strongly convex set (which is surprising).

Remark 3.3 (Deterministic adversarial noise). It should be noted that when considering determin-
istic adversarial noise (|£(x)| < A) in a zero-order oracle instead of stochastic (see Definition 1.3),

B
. . . 2(6-1)
Theorem 3.1 will preserve the results except for the maximum noise level: A < %B /2

]

2(5-1) . . L . .
A < %. This can be explained by the fact that deterministic noise is more adversarial
because it accumulates not only in the second moment of the gradient approximation, but also in the
bias! The results in the convex case will change similarly.

Remark 3.4 (High probability deviations bound). Given that Algorithm I in strongly convex setting
demonstrates a linear convergence rate and employs a randomization (see e.g. e € S%(1)), we can
derive exact estimates of high deviation probabilities using Markov’s inequality Anikin et al. (2017):

E[f(x o
P(f(zN&w))*f*Z@Sw [f(“LN;:Q] f <w

Remark 3.5 (Non-convex setup (PL)). It should be noted that our algorithm will have global con-
vergence for a subclass of non-convex functions that satisfy the Polyak—Lojasiewicz (PL) condition
(see Karimi et al. (2016)). It is not hard to see that the results will have a similar dependence on
the batch size: N = O (%[Fl); T=0 (d[fl) and A S %, where [i from PL Assumption
(see Karimi et al. (2016)). We can also observe that the optimal estimate of iteration complexity
in the convex setup is achieved when B = 4dk. Also, the maximum noise level behaves similarly:

B
N =0 (i"); T = max {o (di~'),0 <ﬂ2ﬁfﬁ>} and A < ERZTD pi/2,

eB—1 [ B—1 d

Similarly to the cases discussed above, when considering deterministic adversarial noise, the depen-
dence on the batch size will disappear in the estimation of the maximum noise level. The transition
to High probability deviations bounds is also valid. And if we compare with the estimates of The-
orem 3.1, provided ;v ~ € from the strong convexity condition, and /i ~ ¢ from the PL condition,
then the iteration complexity is the same, but the oracle complexity in the PL case is inferior to the
strongly convex case. This can be explained by the fact that the PL condition covers a subclass of
non-convex functions.

4 NUMERICAL EXPERIMENTS

In this section, we show the importance of considering the maximum noise level A as a third opti-
mality criterion along with the standard two. We consider a problem of interest in machine learning,
namely the logistic regression problem:

M
min {f(:r) = 57 tog(1 + exp(—pi- <Ax>i>>} .

zER4

Here we can understand log(1 4 exp(—v; - (Az);)) = fi(2) as the loss at the i-th data point, 2 € R?
as a vector of parameters (or weights), y € {—1, 1}M as a vector of labels, and A € RM*? 35 3
matrix of instances. For our experiments we use data from the LIBSVM library Chang & Lin (2011),
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namely the a9a data. In the gradient approximation equation 5, we choose as the kernel function
K (r) the Legendre polynomials, for which it is shown in Bach & Perchet (2016) that the parameters
 and kg depend only on the smoothness order 3. We have the following values for different j3:

15

K(r) = %(5—77‘2) for 8 = 3,4;
195

K(r) = 16r (99r* — 12612 + 35) for 3 = 5, 6.

To show the effectiveness of our Algorithm 1 (ZO-ABSGD) we compare with SOTA accelerated
gradient-free algorithms, namely ZO-VARAG from Chen et al. (2020), ARDFDS from Gorbunov
et al. (2022). We also compare our Algorithm 1 with RDFDS from Gorbunov et al. (2022) to
demonstrate the superiority of the accelerated algorithm over the unaccelerated ones, which are all
previous works (see Table 1).

a%a

10°

fixi) = fix™)
fixo) — fix")

—- RDFDS
ZO-VARAG

_1| & ARDFDS
10 -l ZO-ABSGD
0.0 05 1.0 15 2.0 25 3.0 35 4.0
Number of oracle calls le7

Figure 3: Comparison of SOTA gradient-free algorithms convergence. Here we optimize f(x) with the param-
eters: d = 123 (problem dimensionality), B = 1000 (batch size), A = 1075 (noise level), n = 10~* (step
size), h = 10™* (smoothing parameter). In all experiments, the hyperparameters of the algorithms are tuned.

Figure 3 shows both standard results, such as the superiority of accelerated methods over unacceler-
ated methods, and the outperformance, the robustness of our algorithm. It is not hard to see that the
Z0O-VARAG algorithm outperforms the convergence rate on the first iterations, but converges to an
error floor thereafter. This effect (convergence to the asymptote) can be explained by the fact that in
Chen et al. (2020) an accelerated ZO-VARAG algorithm was proposed, which is not robust to ad-
versarial noise. Regarding the RDFDS and ARDFDS algorithms, as the Figure shows they are also
robust to adversarial stochastic noise like our algorithm. The robust convergence of the algorithms
from Gorbunov et al. (2022) can be explained by the fact that in Gorbunov et al. (2022) algorithms
were proposed that are robust to deterministic adversarial noise (DAN). As we know DAN is more
antagonistic than stochastic adversarial noise because it accumulates not only in the variance but
also in the bias of the gradient approximation. Despite this, ZO-ABSGD has better convergence
compared to ARDFDS because the proposed 1 takes advantage of increased smoothness (5 = 3),
unlike its counterpart. Thus, this Figure 3 demonstrates not only the advantage of our algorithm, but
also the importance in the design and analysis of algorithms robust to adversarial noise!

5 CONCLUSION

In this paper, we proposed a novel accelerated gradient-free algorithm to solve the black-box op-
timization problem under the assumption of increased smoothness and strong convexity of the ob-
jective function. By choosing a first-order accelerated algorithm and generalizing it to the Batched
algorithm with a biased gradient oracle, we were able to improve the iteration complexity, reaching
optimal estimates. Moreover, we have shown the importance of considering the maximum noise
level as a third optimality criterion in a numerical experiment of interest in machine learning. And
finally, we believe that this work offers a new perspective on black-box optimization and opens
avenues for future research.

10
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APPENDIX

A AUXILIARY FACTS AND RESULTS
In this section we list auxiliary facts and results that we use several times in our proofs.
A.1 SQUARED NORM OF THE SUM
Forall ay, ..., a, € R%, where n = {2,3}
lar 4 ... +an|® < nlla]® + ... + nljan|®. (8)

A.2 FENCHEL-YOUNG INEQUALITY

Forall a,b € R?and A > 0

9

A.3 L SMOOTHNESS FUNCTION

Function f is called L-smooth on R? with L > 0 when it is differentiable and its gradient is
L-Lipschitz continuous on R, je.

IVf@) = Vil < Lle—yl, VoyeR? (10)
It is well-known that L-smoothness implies (see e.g., Assumption 2.1)
L
f@) < @)+ (Vf@),y—2) + 5 lly—2|* Yo,y R,
and if f is additionally convex, then

IVf(x) = VI)I? <2L(f() — f(y) = (VS(y), 2 —y)) Va,yeR

A.4  WIRTINGER-POINCARE INEQUALITY

Let f is differentiable, then for all € R?, he € Sg(h):
27 o 1 2
E[f(z+he)’] < —E [||Vf(x+he)\| } (11)

A.5 TAYLOR EXPANSION

Using the Taylor expansion we have

)l
V.f(x+ hru) =V, f(z) + Z (Ti)’D(”)sz(sL’)u" + R(hru), (12)
1<ml<i-1 "
where by assumption
L -1 _ L B—13 -1 B-1
[R(rw)| < =gy Wl = P (13)

13
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A.6 KERNEL PROPERTY

If e is uniformly distributed on S¢(1) we have E[ee’] = (1/d)I x4, Where ;x4 is the identity
matrix. Therefore, using the facts E[rK ()] = 1 and E[r/" K (r)] = 0 for 2 < |n| < [ we have

rh)in!
E % (Vf(x),hre) + Y %D(”)f(x)e” K(re| = Vf(x). (14)

2<]|n|<l

A.7 BOUNDS OF THE WEIGHTED SUM OF LEGENDRE POLYNOMIALS

Let kg = [ |u?|K(u)|du and set K = [ K?(u)du. Then if K be a weighted sum of Legendre
polynomials, then it is proved in (see Appendix A.3, Bach & Perchet (2016)) that x5 and s do not
depend on d, they depend only on (3, such that for 5 > 1:

kp < 2V2(8 - 1), (15)
K < 333 (16)

B MISSING PROOF OF THEOREM 2.6

In this Section we demonstrate a missing proof of Theorem 2.6, namely a generalization of
Lemma 2.5 to the case with a biased gradient oracle (see Definition 2.2). Therefore, our reason-
ing is based on the proof of Lemma 2.5 Vaswani et al. (2019).

Before proceeding directly to the proof, we recall the update rules of First-order Accelerated SGD
from Vaswani et al. (2019):

e = apzi + (1 — ag)zr; )
Tkl = Yk — NBk; (18)
Zht1 = Brze + (1= Br)yr — W18k, (19)

where we choose the parameters v, a, Bk, ak, bx such that the following equations are satisfied:

1 l—«
»yk:.[1+'6)’“(’“)}; (20)
2p ok
b2
e LU @
'Ykﬁkbk+177 + 2ak
Bre > 1 — yppm; (22)
Qg1 = Ve/NPOK11; (23)
b
b1 < ——. (24)
Bk
Now, we’re ready to move on to the proof itself. Let 111 = ||zx+1 — 2| and gr = g(yx, &) from

Definition 2.2, then using equation equation 19:

201 = 1Bk + (1 — Be)ye — 2 — vengsl®
Tie1 = |Bek 4+ (1 — Br)yk — 2|1 +92n? llgll” + 2w (% — Brk — (1 — Br)yr, &) -

Taking expecation wrt to &,

ElrZ, ] = E[|Bsk + (1 — By — =*|°] + v2°E ||gs|”
+ 2ynE [(x* — Brk — (1 — Br)Yk 8k)]

equation 2.4

< 1Bkk + (1 — Bi)yr — =* > + 42n*p IV £ (w1
+ 2ven(z* — Bek — (1 — Br)yk, E [gr]) +vino?

14



Under review as a conference paper at ICLR 2025

= (1B (ke = 2*) + (1 = Bi) (e — 2)|* + e [V £ ()|
+ 2ym(z* — Brk — (1 — Br)yk, E [gk]) + vin’o?
< Bl — 27| + (1= Be) llye — 2" + 42 p |V £ (o)1
+ 2yen(z” — Bk — (1= B)yw. E [gk]) +7in0®  (By convexity of ||*)
= Bik® + (1= Be) llye — =" [I” + 420 p IV £ (i) |I°
+ 2y (a* — Bk — (1= Bk, E [gr]) +vien’o”
= Bik® + (1= Be) llye — =" [I” + 420 p IV £ (i) ||°
+ 29k (B (yk — k) + 2* — yr, Egr]) +2in’o”
LT Bk + (1= Be) ke — 27+ R IV f ()P
<ﬁk(1 — ag) (
(673

+ 2y, T — yp) + 2* _yk7E[gk]> +vin’o?

= Bk® + (1= ) llys — 2" + 72 p |V f () II”

+ 29m [Bk(lo;ak)(E lgr], (xx —yr)) + (Elgr], 2" — yk}]
+vin’o”
< Bk + (1= Br) llyx — ™[I + 20?0 |1V £ (yw)|1?
+27kn{ﬁh(1é;(1k)(f(xk)J(yk))%<E[gk],x*ykﬁ +vin’o®
+ 2vgm {516(10% ) (Elgr] — Vf(yx), zr — ykﬁ . (By convexity)

By strong convexity,

E[r? 1] < Bik® + (1 = Be) lye — 2*11> + 0o |V f(yi)|)?

e [P0 () = )+ 17 = S = =1
e [P0 (8 gy] = () = ) + (Bl - VS — )]
+vin?o?. (25)

By Lipschitz continuity of the gradient,
L
F@rrn) = flue) < (VFR), Trr = i) + 5 2ne1 = ykll?
L 2
< (VS () g + = el
2, Lnp? 2
= -0V fly)l” + N lexll™ —n(VFf(yr), 8k — VI(yk)) -

Taking expectation wrt £, we obtain

Ln?c?

Bl (ri) — Fw)] < ~n 195w + 220 |9 7ol + 22

=0V f(yr) Elgk] — V(yr))

equation ¢ 2 20.2
Blf (o) F) S |- 2 4 O vl + 2

+ 5 1B g - V£

15
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1

Bl (o)~ F) < (1) 19760 + 2057

2

+ JIE[ge] = V()]
IV £ (i)|I* < <i> E[f(yx) — fzxi1)] + 2Lno” + 2 |[Ege] — V£ () (26)

From equations equation 25 and equation 26, we get

Elri ] < Bek® + (1= Be) llyx — 27 |” + 497 onELf (ys) — f(2h11)]
6 1-« * H *
BLZ ) (1) — ) + £ = ) = &l =

ﬁk(la—k Oék)}

+ 21 [

+ [2%77 : (Elgr] = VI(yr), o1 — yr)

+ 2ven (E[gr] — VF(yr), 2™ — yr)

+yino® 4+ 2Lyin’po® + 2vin?p ||E [gk] — V f (yk)
< Bk + (1= Br) llye — a*||” + 49EnpELf (yr) — f(@rt1)]

2
I

w2 [ PO () = ) 477 = ) = = 0|
1—

+ [2%77 : Bk(akak)} (Elge] = Vf(yr): vk — k)

+ 2ven (B [gr] — VI (yr), 2" — yi)

+ 29in°0” + 20in?p |E lgw] — V£ ()| (Since n < 1)
= Bik® + [lye — 2" [(1 = Br) — opn)

+ f(yr) [Mﬁnp — 29 L(lo; o) _ 2%77]

— AyenpEf (zh41) + 2 f* + [2%77 : W] fxx)

+ |2 (E [ge] — V() on — )

+ 2 (E [gr] — VI (yr), * — yr)
+ 2900 + 29in?p |E [gx] — VF ()|l -

ﬁk(lo; ak):|

Since B > 1 — ypm and yy, = 5 - (1+ %}ak))

Br(1 — ag)

€73

Elr, ] < Bek® — 4vinpEf(zis1) + 2vnf™ + [Q’YW : flar)

+ {2%77' ﬂk(lo;ak)} (Elgk] — Vf(yx), o6 — yx)

+ 2ven (E [gk] — Vf(yr), 2" — yk)
+ 297070’ + 2970 p | E k] — Vf ()|
Multiplying by b7, ;.
D1 Elrisn] < Ohp1 Bk® — 402 72 npE f (i) + 207 4 ywnn ™

+ |:2bi+17k77' ,5%(10[—0%)} f(xk)
k
Br(1 — ag)

+ |:2bi+1’7k77' } (Elgr] = VI(yr) xr — yr)

(€93
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+ 265 1 ven (E [gr] — Vf (ye) 2™ — i)
+ 208 vinPo? + 207 v e B [gk] — Vi ()|l -

. 2 232 .2 _ 2  yenBk(l—ay) _ 2a}
Since by 4y Bk < by, bp 1 7kMP = Qg g = b7,

bz+1]E[7"I%+1] < bikZ - 4ai+1Ef(xk+1) + 2bi+17k77f* + 4aif(93k)
+4ai (E [gr] — VI (yr), Tk — yk)
+ 207 1 ven (B [gk] — Vf (yr), 2 — yi)

2a7_ ,0%n
Ly 2aj 17 ||E [gx] — V£ (ye)lI®

= bpk? —daj oy [Bf (wgi1) — f7] +4a [f(zx) - f7]
+2 [bi+1’ykn — 20%4—1 + Qaﬁ] rr
+4a (E [gx] — Vf (yr), 2% — yr)
+ 205 1w (E 8] — Vf(yr), 2 — yi)

2a2 0%
1% Ty 902, 0 |IE [ge] — V)

Since [b7, v — afyq +ai] =0,

bi+1]E[r,2§+1] < bikQ - 4ai+1 Ef(zrs1) — f*]+ 4ai [f(zk) — f7]
+ daj, (B [gx] — Vf(yr), & — 2%)
+4aj 1 (Elgr] — VI (yk), * — yr)
2a2 0%
+ = 2474 |E ] - V()
Denoting Ef (xg41) — f* as @41, we obtain

equation 2.3

407 1 Pri1 — 4ai Py < bik® — by G E[r7 ]
+ 4ak6R — 4ak+16R
2(1,2C o?n
4 TR 2 2ai+17752,
where R = maxy{||zx — =*|, ||yx — 2*||}.

By summing over k£ we obtain:

N-1 N—-1
4 (a7 1 Pry1 — ap®y] < [b7k* — b7 E[r7, 4]
k=0 k=0
N-1 ~ ~
4> [ai(m - aiﬂ(m}
k=0
N—-1 2& J n N-1
+ [ s } + 2 Z a,ﬁ_lnéﬂ .
k=0 k=0

Let’s substitute a; , ; = b7, v2np:

A3 10PN < dag®o + brg — bRE [r¥]
+ 4a20R — 4a%6R
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N-1 242, 0% N-1
+Z{ - }+2Z (a3 110?]
k=0 k=0
Divide the left and right parts by 4pn:
2,2 (2) bgr3 77 1 77 g
b by < 2D -— = b
NIN-1PN = P +4P77+ 2 kz b 177] 5 kg )

Next, we show that according to equation 20-equation 24 the following relation is correct:

1
o — Yk [ —~ umi_l] =Y

2p
Namely,
- equatmn 20 1 [1 + 61@(1 - Oék):|
2p ag
e [ T}
P 2pay,
equatwn 21 ]. a%
np bk:+1
equation 24 &aik
np by
equation 22 1- VM) &i
np b
equation 23 1 — Yk 1) 2
e ——— (Ve—1v71P)
np
= (1 — Yeun) Vo
1
= % [2p — /“7713—1:| = Yio1-
If v, = C, then
1
Tk
2pmp
—1_ [
B = %
b ba
k1l = (k+1)/
(e
2p
1 bo bo 1
Ap+1 = /NP = )
20mp (1 - M>(;c+1)/2 Nem (1 - \/Z) (k+1)/2"
2p 2p
If bg = +/2u,
1
Ak+1 = :
1 M)(k+1)/2
2p

The above equation implies that ag = 1.

Now the above relations allow us to obtain the following inequality:

2 1 1 2 R
a PNy < —Dp + HTO + —
dpn  pn

(1 m) 2ump P
2p

o

18
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N-1

1
tE L e

P =0 (1_ 4

no

1, 1

— 52

5,002

k=0 (1_ =]
2p

1 -
O < o+ S+ R

(-vE
o?n iy 1
+ o (k+1)
k=0 (1 — M)
2p
N-1
U 1
+ 55 (k+1) |
k=0 (1 — M)
2p
1 o2
N(I)N < @0‘*’ =To + R)
(-5
2p
o2y/2n 1
()
2p
i \/77/)52 ) L .
V20 (17 M)(k-i-l)’
2p
N

N 2
. & ~5 g \/% \/7]752
+<1 2p> R+\/pu+\/ﬂ ’
N
Bl - < (17 ) [flan) = 1+ 5 oo = o7I]

M M o’ I o
+(1- Ré + - 52,
< 4p2L) VoL VAL

By adding batching, given that jz = max{1, 4} and 03, = %5 we have the convergence rate for
accelerated batched SGD with biased gradient oracle and parameter n < 29}3 I

N
Bl -1 < (1= \/Thp) [feo) = £+ 5 o —o"1]

w N o? 1
+(1- /= RO+ —=B— + 52
( 4p23L) Vsl VAL

C PROPERTIES OF THE KERNEL APPROXIMATION

In this Section, we extend the explanations for obtaining the bias and second moment estimates of
the gradient approximation.
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Using the variational representation of the Euclidean norm, and definition of gradient approximation
equation 5 we can write:

b(zk)l| = [E [g(zx, e )]—Vf(xk)\l

H Flan + hre) — f(ar — hre)) K(r)e} ~Vf(xx)

e

[l®

H Flar + hre)K (r)e] — V f(xy)
|

[E [V f(xx + hra)rK(r)] = Vf(z)||

= s;ldpzl) E[(V.f(z + hra) = V. f(zr)) rK(r)]

equation 12,equation 13

o G [l
L d

(—d+p—-1

< HﬁLhﬁil,

< /i,@hﬁ_l

where u € B d(l), @ = the equality is obtained from the fact, namely, distribution of e is symmetric,
@ = the equality is obtained from a version of Stokes’ theorem Zorich & Paniagua (2016).

By definition gradient approximation equation 5 and Wirtinger-Poincare inequality equation 11 we
have

E [Hg(:ck, el } 4h2 {H( zp + hre) — f(xy — h're)) K(T)6H2:|

;f; E [ (f(z, + hre) - f(zx — hre) + (& — &))" K*(r)]
rmegon s % (B [(F(on+ hre) = flan — hre))?] +242)
e S—Zz <h2 (197 ok + hre) + ¥ f (i — hre)]?] + 2A2)
_ ’;%z <h2 (I (e + hre) + V£ — hre) £ 29 f(0)|?] + 2A2)
wquation 10 A

4dk, ||V f(x1)]|® + 4dsL2h? +
p

hZ

o2

D MISSING PROOF OF THEOREM 3.1

Let us consider case B = 1, then we have the following convergence rate:

N
. 1 22 4dkL2h?
E[f(zn)] = f §<1— W’M) [f( o) =T+ 3 Hx - H}—I—W
® ®
Kd2 A2 RpL2 Y

+ +
h2\/(4dk)?uL VApL
—_—

@

From term @, we find iteration number NV required to achieve s-accuracy:

(1 (ZLCZS)ZL)NV@O)f*+g||:ﬂox*||2]§g = N@(ﬁ)
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From terms @, @ we find the smoothing parameter h:

4drL?h?
W < = R<eyn = |hS (v
K3 L2261 !

B 2(8-1) T
—<¢e¢ = h Sevp = hS(ey/p)2-D,

From term @, we find the maximum noise level A at which Algorithm 1 can still achieve the desired
accuracy:

2 A2 2
L N B LU NP/
h2.\/(4dr)2puL d Vd

The oracle complexity in this case is obtained as follows:

T_N.B_@<ﬁ>.

Consider now the case 1 < B < 4dk, then we have the convergence rate:

N
. NBQ N 7! w112 4dl€L2h2
E[f(zn)] - f §<1m> {f(xo)*f +§||$0*$H}+W

&) @
Kd2 A2 N ,{%LZh?(B—l)
h2\/(4dr)2uL VApL
—_—
® @

™~

From term @, we find iteration number N required for Algorithm 1 to achieve e-accuracy:

N
B2 ~ [d2L
<1— (4dn;u2L> [f(mo)—f*+%llxo—w*ll2}§s = N=O< BQ/,L>

From terms @, @ we find the smoothing parameter h:

4drL?h?
TaaLse T MReE = s
H%LZhZ(ﬁ*U 25 1) .
———<e = MYV = hS(ey/p)T@ED.
VAapL ~ ~

From term ®, we find the maximum noise level A at which Algorithm 1 can still achieve the desired
accuracy:

2 A 2 2
h2\/(4dk)2pL d Vd

The oracle complexity in this case is obtained as follows:

T:N.B:(a(ﬁ).

Now let us move to the case where B = 4dk, then we have convergence rate:

E e 1 [r Y LM w2 | LPR?
o)== (1= 8) [ = 7+ B = a7) + 2
@

@
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dA2 K%L2h2(ﬁ*1)

+ +

h2\/uL VauL

—_—— —— —
® ®

From term @, we find iteration number N required for Algorithm 1 to achieve s-accuracy:

(1- Z)N[f(:co)—f“rgIxo—w*IIQ]Se - N=@< L>.

From terms @, @ we find the smoothing parameter h:

L?h?
@: —<e = R<e/n = |h<(eyn)t?
I$2L2h2(6_1)
@ LT <o = RV <en o= h<(eyp)TEoD.

VapL

From term ®, we find the maximum noise level A at which Algorithm 1 can still achieve the desired
accuracy:

dA? <
h2\/ul —

The oracle complexity in this case is obtained as follows:

T:N.B:(a(ﬁ).

Finally, consider the case when B > 4dk, then we have convergence rate:

2
N S L NPV}
d Vd

21,2
Bl = 1< (1\/F) [0 =1+ 5 oo =] +
@ @
kd2 A2 H%Lth(ﬂ_l)
BN AR
® @

From term @, we find iteration number N required for Algorithm 1 to achieve e-accuracy:

(1— j.j)N[f<xo>—f*+g‘|xo—x*||2]Se ~ N:@< L>.

From terms @, @ we find the smoothing parameter h:

74dHL2h2<s P L) B h<\/7€\/ﬁB~
VuLB? ~ ~od ~ d ’

kG LAR2P=D)
VauL

From term ®, we find the maximum noise level A (via batch size B) at which Algorithm 1 can still
achieve ¢ accuracy:

<e = WOVgen = |hS(eVR)T.

kd2 A2 A2 < M o A< (5\//7)%31/2

—<e =
h2\/uLB? ~ ~ d? d
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or let’s represent the batch size B via the noise level A:

2 A 2 2 A2 2 A 2
_RAT Bziﬁdfl -~ B=0 7dA[, .
h2\/uLB? (eyp)' T (ey/p)7T

Then the oracle complexity 7' = N - B in this case has the following form:

T:max{@@“),@( A )}
H (ep)7—T
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